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from a col at 5000m; this gives the whole ridge a distance of 7km. They
reached the top of the rocky step (ca 6000m) but bad weather forced them
down. They descended 700m and five abseils to join the French route, and
a further two days to descend the broken and dangerous Dre glacier to their
basecamp.

Muztagh Tower received its first and second ascents within five days of
each other in 1956. On 6 July John Hartog, Joe Brown, Tom Patey and Ian
McNaught-Davis (British) made the first ascent via the north-west ridge,
followed by the French team of Guido Magnone, Robert Paragot, André
Contamine and Paul Keller via the south-east ridge on 11 July. The British
route has been repeated twice, whereas the French Route is unrepeated;
the only other route completed to the summit was Russian in 2012, via the
north-east face. The Russian team received the 2013 Piolets d’Or for this
ascent.

Tirich Mir

A small French expedition of Jérome Chazelas and Thomas Quillet climbed
Tirich Mir (7708m) in the Hindu Kush in July. The peak is accessed via
Chitral, and located close to the Afghanistan border, and this seems to be
the first ascent of the highest peak in the Hindu Kush since 2001. The team
made a variation to the normal 1967 Czech route that ascends the north-west
face from the Tirich glacier.

» With additional information from Bruce Normand, Christof Nettekoven,
Felix Berg and Lindsay Griffin.
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The hard new Russian route on the north-west face of Pik Piramidalny (5509m).
(Kirill Belotserkovskiy)
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Kyrgyzstan
yrgyzstan saw the most activi-
ty in the “stans’, mainly due to
increasingly good access and cheap
flights from Istanbul.

Robert Taylor and John Proctor
went to the Jiptik valley, near the
Kyrgyz-Tajik border and attempted
the north face of Muz Tok (5066m)
but unfortunately were blocked by
a difficult rock barrier at 4971m.
The other two in their party, Ciaran
Mullan and Phil Dawson attempted
Kara-Eet (4900m) but were also un-
successful.

Two teams headed to Pik Piram-
idalny (5509m) in Pamir Alai. Kirill
Belotserkovskiy and Max Ten made
an acclimatisation ascent of the
northwest face of Lomo (4750m),
completing a new route up the

On the lower pitches of the
north-west face of Pik Piramidalny. northwest face in a 19hr round trip

(Kirill Belotserkovskiy) (W14, M4). They then started up the

1,000m north-west face of Pirami-
dalny after a complex approach and reached the summit on day four. This
impressive ascent involved difficulties up to Russian 6A (WI5, M5), and
some ‘entertaining’ loose rock pitches (see photo). A second team, young
Germans about whom there is no other available information, ascended
another new route on the same face up the buttress right of centre.

Kyzyl Asker (5842m) also saw significant action from two strong teams.
First up was a Russian team consisting of Oleg Khvostenko, Vasya Terekhin
and Alexander Parfyonov who headed to the southeast side of the moun-
tain. They reported unstable weather in July but put up Spear Route (6a, A3,
MBS) over five days.

Ines Papert and Luka Lindi¢ then put up another new route also from
the south-east side of the mountain in September. This was an ice-mixed
route, which Lindi¢ described as one of the best lines he has climbed on a
big mountain with lots of ice to the summit. They named the route Lost in
China (1200m, ED, WI5+, M6). The line is to the left of the 2007 route in
the picture, up the couloir. The pair also made what is believed to be the first
free ascent of Border Control (650m, ED, WI5, M7) as an acclimatisation
route on the Great Walls of China formation: see ‘Lost in China’ in this
edition of the Alpine Journal.

Nearby, on the Great Wall of China (5120m) another Russian team put
up a new line on the second ascent of this mountain. Vladimir Sysoev,
Olesya Babushkina, Marina Popova, and Denis Prokofyev climbed Tears of

CENTRAL Asia 2016 309

Routes on Kyzyl Asker (5842m): the red line shows Lost in China.

the Dragon (Russian 6B, A3 M5, 1150m) over three days in July 2016 with
a portaledge.

Also in the Kokshaal-too range, in August, the Austrian Young Alpinists
group put up two new routes on the east side of Pik Gronky (5080m): East
Buttress (800m, UTAA, IV+, M5), and a rock route which they named A4
Bang for the Buck (350m, 6b+, WI5, M6). The group also climbed the north-
east face of Pik Zuckerman (5045m) on a route they called Pizzeria Koma-
rovan (600m, M4).

The International School of Mountaineering (ISM) made their annual
visit to Kyrgyzstan, this time to the eastern end of the Trans Alai mountains
in the Eastern Zaalay range. A team of 13 made numerous first ascents:
Pik 4318m was named Pik Curperluk (Kyrgyz for ‘butterfly’), Pik 4629m
was named Pik Tereze (‘window’), Pik 4736m was named Pik Chogurlush
(‘coming together’), Pik 4760m was named Pik Kanzaada (‘the prince’),
and Pik 4685m, which is awaiting a name.

A British expedition explored the Djenghi-Djer range in southeastern
Kyrgyzstan, due south of Issyk Kul. This team, consisting of Calum Nicoll,
Neil Smith, Struan Chisholm, Sandy Fowler, Mark Chonofsky, and Sam
Newmark, explored on horseback and made four first ascents on peaks up
to 4,346m. A full report is available from the MEF. In the Kuiluu valley
Andy Wick and Miles Gould made several first ascents of c4500m peaks
from the Kindyk glacier.

Tajikistan
Two Czechs, Michal Kleslo and Stefan Matuska, carefully ‘interpreted’ the
restrictions around the Sarykol range on the border between Tajikistan and
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Perfect granite cracks on the west
face of Point Samba in Tajikistan,
one of several new routes climbed

by an all-female teams from the DAV.

China, and approached from the Buzchubek valley, setting up basecamp
at 4,500m. Their main goal was Karasak (5747m), which they climbed via
a straightforward glacier approach of nine kilometres, suggesting that the
ascent was similar to Elbrus, but lacking a cable car.

A Polish team from the Krakow Mountaineering Club explored the Dara
Darshai valley in the far west of the Shakhdara range in the southwest Pa-
mir in July. After two days of trekking from Darshai village in the Wakhan
Corridor, Mirostaw Burzynski, Daria Mamica-Gatka, Radostaw Stawiar-
ski, Monika Wataszek, and Jakub Gatka, set up base camp at 4,200m. They
made what they believe to be the second ascent of Pik Imast (5954m) via
the north-north-west ridge. They also climbed Pik Kolgasonrnyi (5604m)
via the east ridge. They noted that although most summits in this area are
climbed, there remains plenty of potential, particularly Pik 5722, immedi-
ately south-east of Pik Mayakovsky.

The German Alpine Club’s (DAV) young female alpinists’ team, com-
prising Esther Baum, Franzi Wiele, Maria Pilarski, Susi Siiimeier, Vroni
Krieger and Marie Hofmann, travelled to the south-east of Tajikistan to
visit the Shadzud valley in August and September. Remarkably, in those five
weeks they had consistently perfect weather, but did recommend visiting
earlier in the year when there would be more snow, as the area’s glaciers are
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The north face of Muz Tok showing the high point reached by John Proctor and
Robert Taylor. (John Proctor)

rapidly receding due to climate change. Nevertheless, they put up a mixture
of rock and ice routes. On Peak 4977m, which was named Point Samba
and which has a real altitude of around 5,100m: South Ridge (250m, much
scrambling, with two pitches of French 4); West Face (250m, six pitches, 6¢
A0, great rock and some scrambling to the summit). On Peak 5411m, which
was named Farihta (Shugni for ‘the goddess’, 5437m): East Face (500m, 80°,
descent required ten 60m rappels). On Peak 5595m, which is the highest
peak in the valley and was named Safed Haikal (Shugni for ‘white giant’,
5498m) South-east Face, a long glacier with a short summit headwall (120m,
60°). On Peak 5210m, which was named Azhdar (Shugni for ‘dragon peak’,
5264m N 37°83'49", E 72°29'47"): North Ridge (300m, F3, 60°).

Finally, in April a mixed team consisting of Anna Bushe, Stefan Jach-
mich, and Derek Buckle headed to the Bazar-Dara valley in the northern
Alichursky range to explore on skis. This team succeeded in making first
ascents of Pik Perestroika (4952m), Pik Glasnost (4918m), and Pik Druzba
(5021m).

Kazakhstan

There is limited information on climbing in Kazakhstan. However, Kirill
Belotserkovskiy and Max Ten were active again. Before heading to Pik
Piramidalny in Kyrgyzstan (described above), the pair headed to Sairam
(4238m) in the western Tien Shan approximately 150km northeast of Tash-
kent. They climbed a new variation on the north face of Sairam in April
which they graded Russian 5B (WI5, M7, A0).



