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Messers Whymper and Croz seen
on the Barre des Ecrins, July
2014. (Hywel Lloyd)

preserving a high-resolution
image for posterity. Peter
Rowland, Bernie Ingrams and
Peter Payne have undertaken
this task. John Fairley divided
the paintings into two lots: one
for summer exhibits and one for
winter. This reduced the risk of
total loss and reduced the expo-
sure of watercolours to exces-
sive light, which can fade these
paintings.

At the time of writing, work is
in progress to value every item
and arrange high-security packing, transport and insurance for the moves
to and from Chamonix. The exhibition was scheduled to run in the Musee
Alpin in the centre of Chamonix from late June 2015 through until after
Easter 2016. When the collection returns to the AC, it will be exhibited
in London and then in local shows in a number of places around the UK.

Finally, I know that all members will appreciate that these achievements
have only been possible because of lots of difficult and time-consuming
work by the experts on the library team. Our thanks are due to each one of
them. The Chamonix Exhibition next year will be the library’s tribute to
the alpinists of the Golden Age.

Hywel Lloyd

Contributors

CHI-YOUNG AHN has had several attempts and successes on first
ascents and new routes in the Himalaya. Ahn won the Asian Piolet d’Or
for his pure alpine style ascent on Himjung in 2012, and again in 2014 for
his Gasherbrum V first ascent. He guides, instructs and freelances on the
side and has begun to get into backcountry skiing.

MALCOLM BASS has always been fascinated by exploration. At first he
focused on caving and cave diving, but his head was turned by a winter trip
to Ben Nevis and since then he has been absorbed by the process of trying
to climb new routes in Scotland, Alaska, Pakistan, India and China. He
and Paul Figg were nominated for a Piolet d’Or for their ascent of the west
face of Vasuki Parbat in 2010.

PETER BLAIR was born in Scotland, is at home in Chamonix, and is
an associate member of the Alpine Club, spending his free time enjoying
the mountains on foot and on ski. A PhD graduate in chemical physics
from Edinburgh University, he has always been fascinated by the science
and magic of photography. He has written two books on stereoscopy —
Chamonix Mont Blanc in 3D and William England — a collector’s catalogue. For
further information contact him at peter3dblair@gmail.com

ROGER BIRNSTINGL took his first Alpine holiday in 1946 with his
family, staying at the Hotel Weisshorn in the val d’Annivier. There has
been virtually no year since when he has not been somewhere in mountains
of five continents. Likely the only AC member who earned his living as a
bassoonist, he has played in orchestras ranging from the Chicago Symphony
to the London Symphony. He left the latter to go to I’Orchestre de la Suisse
Romande in Geneva, ideally placed to improve his rock climbing on the
home crags of the Saléve and climb the most famous 4000m peaks.

KESTER BROWN is the managing editor/designer of publications for the
New Zealand Alpine Club. He produces the club’s quarterly magazine The
Climber and the annual NZ Alpine Journal. He is a rock climber and moun-
taineer of many years’ standing and lives at Taylors Mistake Beach, NZ.

DEREK BUCKLE is a retired medicinal chemist now acting part-time
as a consultant to the pharmaceutical industry. With plenty of free time
he spends much of this rock climbing, ski touring and mountaineering in
various parts of the world. Despite climbing, his greatest challenges are
finding time to accompany his wife on more traditional holidays and the
filling of his passport with exotic and expensive visas.

457



458 THE ALPINE JOURNAL 2015

ROBIN CAMPBELL has held every office in the Scottish Mountaineering
Club for which administrative competence is not required, including a long
stint as editor in the 1960s and 1970s, and as archivist since 1997. Retired
from a desultory career as an academic child psychologist, he now wastes
his time and money collecting and studying old drawings and watercol-
ours, particularly those depicting mountains before they were trampled
into familiarity by the boots of mountaineers.

GEORGE CAVE works for much of the year as a design engineer in
Warwick. In search of more adventurous peaks he developed in interest in
planning expeditions abroad, particularly to central Asia. In recent years
he has climbed or skied in Kyrgyzstan, Iran, Morocco and Russia, using
his background in engineering and technology to take advantage of the
latest digital mapping tools when planning ascents of unclimbed peaks.

JOHN CLEARE has been a freelance professional photographer for over
50 years but a climber for rather longer. Business and many expeditions
have taken him all over the world, while he has several dozen books,
several films and live TV broadcasts, more than a few new routes and
several virgin summits to his credit. An ex-vice president of the AC and an
ex-president of the Alpine Ski Club, he lives in remote Wiltshire.

MICK CONEFREY is a film-maker and writer, specialising in exploration
and mountaineering. He is the author of The Adventurer’s Handbook, Everest
1953 and a forthcoming history of K2. His documentary, The Ghosts of K2,
won several international awards.

ADRIAN DYE has recently retired from secondary school geography
teaching after five years and is currently studying for an MSc in Polar
and Alpine Change between mountaineering adventures. The adventures
include mountaineering, and rock and winter climbing in the Alps and UK,
Lofoten Islands and the Picos de Europa. He previously led an expedi-
tion to the coastal range of Alaska and took part in an expedition to the
Cordillera Apolobamba of Bolivia.

EVELIO ECHEVARRIA is a professor of international literature, now
retired, and has been an AC member since 1959. His mountaineering
record includes many obscure peaks in South and North America. He
specialises in the history and chronicling of Andean mountain ascents.

PETER FOSTER retired three years ago as a hospital physician and is
researching the life of T Graham Brown. He has been a member of the
Alpine Club since 1975.

MICK FOWLER works for Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs and, by
way of contrast, likes to inject as much memorable adventure and excite-
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ment into his climbing ventures. He has climbed extensively in the UK and
has regularly led expeditions to the greater ranges for more than 27 years.
He has written two books, Vertical Pleasure (1995) and On Thin Ice (2005).
Mick served as president of the Alpine Club from 2010-13.

RAJESH GADGIL is honorary editor of the Himalayan Journal. An avid
explorer, he enjoys the barren landscapes of East Karakoram, Ladakh and
Spiti. For more than three decades, he has been wandering the Himalaya
and has many first ascents to his credit. Climbing new routes on the rock
spires of the Western Ghats in his native land is his first love, though it has
taken a back seat to his increased involvement with the Journal and family
business.

DENNIS DILLON GRAY started climbing on Yorkshire gritstone in
1947. Secretary of the ACG, first national officer, then general secretary
of the BMC, Dennis has visited over 60 countries and, following early
retirement, enjoyed several trips to the Himalaya. More recently Dennis
has travelled widely in China and undertaken three research projects, two
involving spells in Xinjiang. He has written two autobiographies, two
books of stories, a novel and a volume of poems, plays the banjolele and
sings on three CDs of climbing themed songs.

LINDSAY GRIFFIN lives in North Wales, from where he continues to
report on the developments in world mountaineering. An enthusiastic
mind still tries to coax a less than enthusiastic body up pleasant bits of rock
and ice, both at home and abroad. He is currently serving as AC President.

MARTIN HOOD After studying Japanese in Japan twice during the
1980s, Martin was sent to Tokyo in 1989 by a British bank. On the strength
of one Alpine season, he quickly became involved in alpine climbing, sawa-
nobori (river-gorge climbing) and ski mountaineering. Although he climbed
a few of the Hyakumeizan — Makihata-yama in Niigata Prefecture was a
favourite — his great interest in the book followed his return to Switzerland
in 1995. Since then, he’s returned to Japan to meet the author’s son and
climb a few more of those one hundred.

GLYN HUGHES is a some-time Hon Secretary of the Alpine Club, but
now carries out the equally important roles of Hon Archivist and barman
(or as the AC quaintly puts it, ‘Chairman of the Wine Committee’). In
2014 he took on the near-impossible task of following Bill Ruthven as Hon
Secretary of the Mount Everest Foundation.

SUSAN JENSEN grew up in Anchorage, Alaska, and started climbing
some time shortly after the millennium while living in Surrey. Now in Scot-
land, she has a day job doing statistics for NHS Scotland and also works
with the Scottish Mountaineering Trust Publications on the climbers’
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guides. These and the Alpine Journal are fitted in around summer and
winter climbing, expeditions, sleep and cakes.

PETER JENSEN-CHOI is an American-Korean living in South Korea
with his family. Peter is an associate editor for the Korean Alpine Newsletter,
a Korean Alpine Club Technical Committee member and on their Interna-
tional Overseas Committee. He has a rock and ice guiding and instruction
service and has climbed with Chi-young Ahn on a few Himalayan ascents.

CARADOC ‘CRAG’ JONES has recently returned from another of
Julian Atwood’s failed Marxist re-education programmes in the wilds of
western Nepal, resuming manoeuvres as an adventurous house-husband.
In between polishing surfaces he tries to: climb, convince his kids there’s
more to life than the climbing wall, convince his wife with ever more
implausible reasons not to work, and chair the South Georgia Expeditions
Advisory Panel on behalf of its government.

GARETH JONES was Professor, Cambridge Clinical School, UK. He
has published The Hypoxia Hilton, which describes attempting to induce
pulmonary oedema by acute exposure to altitude. Also Aviat Space Environ
Med 2008; 79:81 — 6; and T Graham Brown, Behind the Scenes at the Cardiff
Physiology Institute and The Brenva Feud.

PAUL KNOTT started climbing in the UK, where he developed a passion
for remote exploratory expeditions. Since 1990, he has climbed new routes
in the St Elias and Fairweather ranges, in the Tien Shan and other moun-
tains of Central Asia and Russia, and on desert alpine rock in Oman and
Morocco. He now lives in Christchurch, New Zealand, where he has a
busy life as a school academic, but still makes ample use of the nearby
climbing, hill running, and skiing.

CATHERINE MOOREHEAD recently retired from being Mistress
of Scholars at the Royal Grammar School, Guildford. She became a
‘Compleat Munroist’ in 1996, and has led expeditions to the Mongolian
Altai, Kazakhstan, Zanskar, Xinjiang, Tibet and Bhutan. In 2013, she
published The K2 Man, the biography of Godwin-Austen.

ANINDYA ‘RAJA’ MUKHERJEE works as a mountaineering expedi-
tion guide and trek leader in the Indian Himalaya. In the past decade or so
he has participated in or led more than 35 expeditions, including climbing
Nanda Devi East. He has also climbed and trekked in Tanzania, Green-
land, Iceland, the Caucasus and the European Alps, and bicycled from
the equator to tropic of Capricorn in Africa. Above all, his passion lies in
exploring the lesser known valleys, glaciers and mountains of the Indian
Himalaya.
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TAMOTSU NAKAMURA has been climbing new routes in the greater
ranges since his first successes in the Cordillera Blanca of Peru in 1961.
He has lived in Pakistan, Mexico, New Zealand and Hong Kong and has
made more than 30 trips exploring the ‘Alps of Tibet’. In 2010 he retired as
editor of the Japanese Alpine News but continues as contributing editor. He
received the RGS Busk Medal in 2008 and more recently the Japan Sports
Prize.

BERNARD NEWMAN started climbing the day England won the World
Cup, so you’d think he’d be better at it by now. He joined the Leeds Univer-
sity Union Climbing Club in 1968 when Mike Mortimer was president,
and was closely associated with that exceptional group of rock climbers
and super-alpinists which included Syrett, MacIntyre, Baxter-Jones, Porter
and Hall, without any of their talent rubbing off. One-time geologist, editor
of Mountain, Climber, and Hon Editor of the Alpine Journal, Bernard is still
a ‘freelance’ writer, editor and photographer.

BRUCE NORMAND is a professor of theoretical physics at Renmin
University of China in Beijing, where his day job is research on electronic
and magnetic materials. In the alpine world, he can normally be found
putting up technical new routes on the world’s least-known high moun-
tains, his tally now extending to over 40 first ascents and new routes on
6000m peaks in Nepal, Pakistan, India and China. In 2007 he also climbed
K2, making him the only Scotsman to have done so. Some of his ascents
in China have gained recognition for their technical difficulty as well as
their boldness and exploratory nature, leading to a Piolet d’Or in 2010 and
a second nomination in 2011.

ALLAN PENTECOST is an honorary research fellow at the Freshwater
Biological Association at Windermere. He has a particular interest in the
plants that grow upon mountain rocks.

SIMON PIERSE is an artist and art historian with a special interest in
Himalayan mountain art and its history. He is author of Kangchenjunga:
Imaging a Himalayan mountain and in 2005 curated an exhibition of paint-
ings and photographs of Kangchenjunga to mark the fiftieth anniversary
of the first ascents. Simon is senior lecturer at Aberystwyth University, an
artist associate of the Alpine Club and a member of the Royal Watercolour
Society.

SIMON RICHARDSON is a petroleum engineer based in Aberdeen.
Experience gained in the Alps, Andes, Patagonia, Canada, the Himalaya,
Caucasus, Alaska and the Yukon is put to good use most winter weekends
whilst exploring and climbing in the Scottish Highlands.



462 THE ALPINE JOURNAL 2015

BJORN RIIS-JOHANNESSEN is retired and lives in Geneva. He is a
keen ski touring enthusiast and alpinist, pursuits he partakes in with the
Alpine Club and as tour leader in the Swiss Alpine Club. He has partici-
pated in three expeditions to the Antarctic, lately to South Georgia and the
Antarctic Peninsula as organiser and assistant expedition leader.

C A RUSSELL, who formerly worked with a City bank, devotes much of
his time to mountaineering and related activities. He has climbed in many
regions of the Alps, in the Pyrenees, East Africa, North America and the
Himalaya.

VICTOR SAUNDERS was born in Lossiemouth and grew up in Penin-
sular Malaysia. He began climbing in the Alps in 1978 and has since
climbed in the Andes, Antarctica, Papua, Rockies, Caucasus and across
the Himalaya and Karakoram. Formerly a London-based architect, he is
now an IFMGA guide based in Chamonix. His first book, Elusive Summits,
won the Boardman Tasker Prize. In 2007 he received an honorary MA
from the University of Stirling for services to Scottish mountaineering.

MARCELO SCANU is an Argentine climber who lives in Buenos Aires.
He specialises in ascending virgin mountains and volcanoes in the Central
Andes. His articles and photographs about alpinism, trekking, and moun-
tain history, archaeology and ecology appear in prominent magazines in
Europe and America. When not climbing, he works for a workers’ union.

BOB SHEPTON was fortunate enough to find the cliffs of Lulworth and
Portland unclimbed in the 1960s and *70s and set about steadily developing
them. In latter years he has led Tilman-type expeditions to the west coast of
Greenland and arctic Canada, sailing and climbing new routes from his boat,
culminating in the ‘Big Walls’ expedition awarded a Piolet d’Or in 2011.

IAN SMITH is a librarian, now employed at Birkbeck College, Univer-
sity of London. He has written articles on Whymper, and was respon-
sible for an edition of Whymper’s first diary, The Apprenticeship of a Moun-
taineer (London Record Society, 2008). He is the author of a biography of
Whymper, Shadow ofthe Matterhorn (Carreg, 2011) and has been climbing in
the Alps for 35 years, repeating many of Whymper’s first ascents, including
the Matterhorn. He has also climbed in South America, Canada, Jordan,
Ladakh and Kyrgyzstan. He is a member of the Alpine Club.

KAREN STOCKHAM cut her outdoor teeth in the Yorkshire Dales and
Lake District in the 1980s and liked nothing better than getting wet and
dirty in the caves and potholes of the limestone dales. As an adventurous
walker she walks and scrambles in the French Alps, Scotland and the north
of England and is currently combining her research interests in English
Literature and mountaineering by reading the diaries of Dorothy Pilley.
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JOHN TOWN is a retired university registrar and, until recently, AC
Honorary Secretary. He has climbed in the Alps, Caucasus, Altai, Andes,
Turkey and Kamchatka and explored little-known mountain areas of
Mongolia, Yunnan, Xinjiang and Tibet. He is old enough to remember the
days before satellite phones and GPS.

KOEN VAN LOOCKE After finishing his studies in history at the Univer-
sity of Ghent in 2012, he worked as a ski instructor in Switzerland before
returning to Belgium after six months to work as a history teacher. While at
university he wrote two masters dissertations on the history of mountain-
eering and is currently waiting to start a PhD at the University of Leuven
about participation in mountaineering in Europe. In his spare time he tries
to be outdoors as much as possible, cycling or climbing, or mountaineering
and skiing in the holidays.

IAN WALL worked at Plas-y-Brenin in the 1960s. Since then Ian has
climbed extensively throughout the UK, the Alps and in Norway. He was
involved with the first round of the Kendal Mountain Film Festival in 1980.
He has led treks in Africa, Ladakh, Tibet and Nepal, where he now lives
and acts as an advisor to the Kathmandu International Mountain Film
Festival, Kathmandu Environmental Education Project and in developing
and training the Nepal Mountain Leader programme working closely with
the Nepal Mountaineering Association.

ALEKSEY ZHOLOBENKO is an Anglo-Russian biochemist working
in the sleepy Czech town of Olomouc. When he is not engrossed in
tormenting microscopic life-forms and students, he enjoys steep, snowy
places of all shapes and sizes.



