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Greenland was as popular as ever in 2008 and 69 land based ‘sporting’ 
expeditions, as the Danes like to refer to them, applied for permission 

to be in the National Park or on the Inland Ice. As usual the majority of 
these, 51, were to cross the Inland Ice following, with a few notable excep-
tions, the trade route between the Ammassalik area on the east coast and 
Kangerlussuak on the west. Of these 69 expeditions, 14 responded to your 
correspondent’s request for information.

Weather in 2008 seemed to be rather better than the previous year when 
a number of Inland Ice expeditions were thwarted by poor conditions of 
weather and ice, although with the low percentage response to information 
requests it is difficult to draw overall conclusions. Last year’s expansion of 
objectives to embrace more of the lesser-known mountain groups did not 
seem to continue. Perhaps this was due to the problems experienced last 
year of aircraft sinking into soft snow and eliciting threats from pilots and 
air charter companies that they would be limiting activity to such areas in 
future, but no hard evidence of this limitation has yet been reported.

One of the most interesting expeditions across the Inland Ice was that 
undertaken by Björn Leander and Andreas Classe (Sweden) who skied 
from Qaanaaq to Kap Morris Jessup, the most northerly point of main-
land Greenland. They started with pulks weighing 150kg on 20 May after 
a 16-day delay due to bad weather, and encountered much soft snow fol-
lowed by surface water on the ice necessitating a southerly detour, which 
also helped them gain height and cold snow. 500km into the journey, they 
encountered bear tracks close to their tent and 400km from the nearest 
coast. After 1200km and 50 days, they sighted Peary Land and much ap-
preciated the relative warmth of entering a huge dry land. A large lake that 
they had intended to cross on the ice had also enjoyed the warmth and the 
lake ice was totally melted. Having in earlier lives had contacts with the 
military, they were able with a satellite telephone to summon a helicopter, 
which arrived after seven days’ wait. A few minutes in the air and they 
were a lot lighter in wallets and only 350km from their destination in an 
area never visited before. The terrain was mainly dry valleys with glaciers 
and plenty of wildlife. Near the coast a lot of river wading was necessary 
resulting in wet equipment, but after 74 days, running out of food and 15kg 
each lighter they reached the small hut at Kap Morris Jessup to be picked 
up by helicopter. In their words, ‘we had reached the objective but also 
emptiness was it not more’.

Much further south Christian Eide (Norway) made his sixth crossing of 
the Inland Ice leading a group of eight from Umivik, south of Ammassalik, 
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to Austmannadalen following the line of Nansen’s first crossing in 1888. 
They started on 20 August and experienced generally good weather with 
just two days lost to the piteraq, the coastal katabatic wind common in this 
area. The surface of the ice lake at the head of Austmannadalen, which 
they reached on 13 September, was found to have dropped by about 80m 
and the lake split into three, probably due to glacial retreat allowing much 
water to drain away. 

Following the trade route, Harald Fuchs and Andre Felbrich (Germany) 
left Isortoq, after being delayed a few days by problems with the helicopter 
that took them to the edge of the Inland Ice, on 21 April. They experienced 
a couple of days delay due to the piteraq after which they were able to make 
use of their kites to aid progress. Perhaps it was the stress of kite skiing that 
caused a broken ski in early May but repairs were effected and the pair 
reached Kangerlussuak on 22 May having remained in touch by satellite 
telephone with a contact in Germany who maintained an up to date website 
for the expedition throughout the traverse. On virtually the same route, 
Grzegorz and Szymon Gontarz, and Piotr Zasko of Wazari Team Poland 
set off from sea level at Nagtivit on 9 August and reached Point 660m 
at Kangerlussuak on 12 September. Out of their total traverse distance of 
665km, they used kites for 80km although high winds up to 150km/hour 
gave problems as well as assistance. A storm towards the end of the journey 
caused concern when heavy snow reduced their progress to 10km/day and 
the party, already on rather slender rations, thought they would run out of 
food. Also on the same route, but leaving Nagtivit four days behind, were 
Camilla Ianke and Bjørge Selvåg (Norway) who reached Point 660m via 

188.  The Tasermiut valley with the Hermelnbjerg on the left and the Tininnertu-
up group on the right, British Tasermiut Fjord Expedition. (Ruben Gutzat)
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188. T h e  Tasermiut valley with the Hermelnicojerg on the left and the Tininnertu-
up group on the right, British Tasermiut Fjord Expedition. (Ruben Gutzat)

to Austmannadalen following the line of Nansen's first crossing in 1888.
They started on 20 August and experienced generally good weather with
just two days lost to the piteraq, the coastal katabatic wind common in this
area. The surface of the ice lake at the head of Austmannadalen, which
they reached on 13 September, was found to have dropped by about 80m
and the lake split into three, probably due to glacial retreat allowing much
water to drain away.

Following the trade route, Harald Fuchs and Andre Felbrich (Germany)
left Isortoq, after being delayed a few days by problems with the helicopter
that took them to the edge of the Inland Ice, on 21 April. They experienced
a couple of days delay due to the piteraq after which they were able to make
use of their kites to aid progress. Perhaps it was the stress of kite skiing that
caused a broken ski in early May but repairs were effected and the pair
reached Kangerlussuak on 22 May having remained in touch by satellite
telephone with a contact in Germany who maintained an up to date website
for the expedition throughout the traverse. On virtually the same route,
Grzegorz and Szymon Gontarz, and Piotr Zasko of Wazari Team Poland
set off from sea level at Nagtivit on 9 August and reached Point 660m
at Kangerlussuak on 12 September. Out of their total traverse distance of
665Icm, they used kites for 80Icm although high winds up to 150Icm/hour
gave problems as well as assistance. A storm towards the end of the journey
caused concern when heavy snow reduced their progress to 10Icm/day and
the party, already on rather slender rations, thought they would run out of
food. Also on the same route, but leaving Nagtivit four days behind, were
Camilla Ianke and Ajorge Se l l *  (Norway) who reached Point 660m via


