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The fIrst attempt to ascend Mont Blanc in the twentieth centuryl was
made on Thursday, but without success. Even before the Pierre

Pointue was reached the snow was found to be so deep that racquettes
had to be used, while at the Grand Junction of the Glacier de Taconna
progress was rendered very difficult from the same cause.

On reaching Grands Mulets (10,007 feet), it was decided to give up the
task of reaching the actual summit owing to the great depth of the snow
and the intense cold, and signs of wind.

Moreover, one of the guides was suffering from frostbite. The party,
consisting of Mr. Crofts and the guides Joseph Demarchi, Fran~ois

Mugnier and Jules Monard spent the night at the Grands Mulets, and
descended to Chamonix next morning.

The severe conditions experienced by Mr Crofts' party on 17 January 1901
were prolonged by exceptionally cold winds which persisted for several
weeks in many Alpine regions. Although little mountaineering was possi
ble the fust ski ascents of two peaks were completed: on 30 March Henry
Hoek and Ernst Schottelius climbed the Dammastock; and on 28 May
Schottelius, accompanied by Friedrich Reichert, reached the summit of
the Oberaarhorn.

A period of fine weather which commenced in May prompted an early
start to the climbing season and by the end of the fIrst week in June a
number of successful expeditions had been completed.

Throughout Switzerland glorious, warm weather is being experienced,
and with it Alpine climbing has begun in real earnest. Already the
Jungfrau, the Matterhorn and Mont Blanc have been ascended, and daily
large parties essay various climbs. The fIrst expedition up the Jungfrau
was made, appropriately enough, on Ascension-day, and it was immed
iately followed by a rather comprehensive scramble over the Dents du
Midi.

The fIne weather did not last and in the event conditions were bad for
much of the climbing season. Frederick Gardiner, who arrived at Thusis
on 6 June, later wrote that
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The mountaineering season of 1901, taking it as a whole, was, in point of
weather, one of the most unsettled and variable of recent years, for, excepting
about ten days in July and a similar period towards the end of August, there
was really no consecutive fme weather. As I spent June, July, and August in
active mountaineering I had, in consequence, a long uphill battle with the
elements almost throughout.

Although conditions were unfavourable for much of the summer many
parties were active in the principal regions and a surprising number of new
ascents was completed. In the Mont Blanc range on 16 July Emile Fontaine
with Jean and Joseph Ravanel made the first ascent of the Aiguille du Fou
after climbing the NNE ridge. On 20 July a new route on Mont Blanc was
followed by the brothers G Band G F Gugliermina, accompanied by Joseph
Brocherel. After reaching the summit ofthe unclimbed Picco Luigi Amede02

from the Mont Blanc glacier by way of the NW face and making the first
ascent of the Sw, Brouillard ridge to Mont Blanc de Courmayeur the party
continued in deteriorating weather to the observatori which then stood
on the summit of Mont Blanc before descending to Chamonix. A few days
later, on 24 and 25 July, the same party completed the first traverse of the
Col de l'Aiguille Verte, between the Aiguille du Jardin and Les Droites.

On 6 August the Duke of the Abruzzi, accompanied by four guides and
five porters, bivouacked below Les Dames Anglaises, the group of rock
pinnacles on the Peuterey ridge. On the following day after attempting
without success to pass a rope over the top of the highest point - Punta
Castelnuovo - with the aid of a rocket the Duke, with Laurent Croux and
Ciprien Savoye, made the first ascent of Punta Jolanda,4 the second highest
pinnacle in the group. Other notable climbs in the range included the eighth
ascent of the Brenva ridge route on Mont Blanc, by Ettore Allegra with
Croux and Alexis Brocherel on 9 July and, on 21 August, the first ascent of
the E ridge of Mont Dolent by Julien Gallet, accompanied by Abraham
Miiller senior and Jules BaIleys.

In the Pennine Alps on 21 August the first complete traverse of the ridge
between the Zinalrothorn and the Schalihorn was achieved by Hans Pfann
and Emanue1 Christa, who made the first recorded ascent of the Pointe
Nord de Morning during the expedition. Another fine climb during August
was the first ascent of the SW ridge, or Rothorngrat, of the Zinalrothorn by
C R Gross with Rudolf Taugwalder.

Above the Susten Pass the first ascent of the E ridge of the Sustenhorn
was completed by Otto Fischer and Fritz Weber on 13 July. In the Bernese
Alps on 13 May Gustav Hasler, accompanied by Peter Bernet and Christian
Jossi, made the first ascent of the Scheideggwetterhorn, the conspicuous
shoulder of the Wetterhorn above the Grinde1wald valley. On 12 July another
new ascent was completed when the NE ridge of the Balmhorn was climbed
by Hans Biehly and Hermann Seiler with Abraham Miiller and his son.
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In the Bernina Alps on 1 September J T Burton-Alexander and Dr Ernest
Kingscote with Martin Schocher and Sebastian Platz made the first ascent
of the steep S ridge of Piz Prievlus, the peak between Piz Bernina and Piz
Morteratsch. To the east a notable climb was completed on 27 July when
Eduard PichI, Eduard Gams and Franz Zimmer followed a new and difficult
line on the S face of the Dachstein. 5 In the Dolomites on 1 July Beatrice
Tomasson with Miche1e Bettega and Bortolo Zagonel made the first ascent
of the S face of the Marmolada, an outstanding achievement for the period.

In November Henry Hoek, accompanied by Alexander Tannler and
K Moor, completed a traverse on ski in the Bernese Alps, making the first
ski ascent of the Finsteraarhorn and reaching a point near the summit of
the M6nch. On 31 December in the Pennine Alps Hoek and Ernst
Schottelius with Tannler and Moor made the first winter and ski ascent of
the Strahlhorn, spending an hour on the summit in perfect weather.

During the early part of the year a major railway project was completed,
the line being officially opened to the public in July.

The first trial of the new mountain electric railway from Fayet-St. Gervais
to Chamonix took place successfully yesterday.

This is the only railway of its kind in Europe, and although only twenty
miles in length, has taken over two years to construct, on account of the
formidable engineering difficulties.

It requires only one man to manage the whole train, which travels at
the rate of fifty miles an hour. Visitors will now be able to reach Chamonix
from St. Gervais in twenty-five minutes, instead of the two hours hitherto
taken by the diligence.

The panorama from the train, which passes over numerous precipices
and skirts many forests, is one of the most beautiful to be seen in the Alps.

Several expeditions of note were undertaken in other mountain regions
during the year. In Norway J N Collie and Hermann Woolley visited the
Lofoten Islands where they were joined on the island of Austvag0Y by
Geoffrey Hastings and Howard Priestman. Accompanied by Elias
H0grenning the party completed a number of climbs including, on 7 August,
the first ascent of Store Higrafstind (116Im), the highest peak on the island.

In the Punjab Himalaya Dr Ernest Neve continued his exploration of the
Kolahoi group in the Srinagar district, making another attempt to reach
the highest peak (S42Sm). Climbing with the Rev C E Barton and two
porters Neve had reached a height of some S030m when, late in the day, he
was forced to retreat. On 9 August Neve and Barton made the first ascent
of Tatakuti, another peak in the district, to which they ascribed a height of
4731m. In the autumn a 'snow-capped cliff-sided peak, Rajdain' some
4690m in height to the east of the Kolahoi group was climbed by Neve's
brother, Dr Arthur Neve accompanied by Dr Lefroy the Bishop of Lahore
and the Rev Foss Westcott.
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At the beginning of the year Oscar Eckenstein spent several weeks in
Mexico where he made a number of ascents with Aleister Crowley. After
establishing a camp at a height of nearly 4200m on the W slopes of
Ixtaccihuatl Eckenstein scaled a difficult rock tower (4740m) on 22 January
and both climbers explored the route to the summit (5286m) which they
reached with the aid of crampons six days later.

On 9 June Edward Whymper, accompanied by the guides Christian
Klucker, Josef Pollinger, Christian Kaufmann and Joseph Bossonay, arrived
at Banff to commence his first and principal expedition to the Canadian
Rockies. Following a visit to Canada during the previous year Whymper
had contracted with officials of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company to
undertake exploration, make ascents and take photographs in the vicinity
of the railway where it passed through the range. In return for these services
the Company agreed to pay his expenses incurred during the expedition,
which was arranged with a view to future tourist development.

On 18 June Whymper and the guides set out from Banff, accompanied
by W G Francklyn as photographer and eleven pack-horses managed by
Bill Peyto, a local man, assisted by Jack Sinclair. No porters were engaged
and relations between Whymper and the guides, who were obliged to carry
heavy loads over difficult terrain, soon deteriorated. The situation was
exacerbated by Whymper's refusal to consider the guides' advice to attempt
major peaks such as Mount Columbia and Mount Assiniboine which at
that time were still unclimbed. Klucker, who acted as Whymper's personal
guide, later wrote6 that

Our expectations were far from being fulfilled. The whole enterprise
remained a riddle, so far as we four guides were concerned. Our proposals
were never carried out, but were rejected from the start. It became
gradually apparent to us that Whymper was merely there by way of
propaganda for the Canadian Pacific Railway, because we were never
more than two good days' march from the railway line.

Although relations between Whymper and the guides did not improve the
party explored a large area of difficult country, crossing a number of passes
and making many first ascents. Whymper climbed several peaks, including
Mount Whymper7 (2845m) and Mount Marpole (2997m) with the guides
and was accompanied also during his ascents of other mountains, including
Isolated Peak (2845m) and Mount Collie (3116m), by the Rev James Outram
who joined the party at Field on 23 July. Other peaks climbed included
The President, or Emerald Mountain, (3138m) and The Vice President
(3066m) by Outram with Kaufmann and Pollinger and, on 13 July, the
Mitre (2889m), between Mount Lefroy and Mount Aberdeen, by Kaufmann
and Pollinger.

On 1 September Outram, with the guides Christian Hasler senior and
Christian Bohren and accompanied by Peyto, Sinclair and four pack-horses
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arrived at the base of Mount Assiniboine (3618m), the famous peak known
as 'the Matterhorn of the Rockies' which had been attempted by determined
parties on several occasions. Two days later Outram and the guides made
the first ascent of Mount Assiniboine, climbing diagonally across the SW
face and emerging, as Outram later recalled

... upon the S. arete barely 300ft. below the summit, which rose grandly
before us, with only an easy slope of snow between us and victory.

... In twenty minutes more, at half-past 12, we stood at last upon the
apex of the noble pyramid. The summit is a double one, crowned with
ice and snow, the two points rising from the extremities of an almost
level and narrow ridge, some forty yards in length. On the western side
snow slopes tilt downward at an abrupt angle, whilst on the east a
stupendous wall is overhung by a magnificent succession of enormous
cornices, from which a fringe of giant icicles depended.

... The guides were now content and anxious to return immediately by
the same route; but I had other wilder schemes simmering in my brain.
The main ridge northward, after a sharp descent of 50ft., falls gently for
a hundred yards or so, and then takes a wild plunge down to the glaciers
at the mountain's base. Desirous of at least looking at the splendid
northern face from above, I insisted on going to the rocky brow
commanding this most imposing and characteristic feature of Mt.
Assiniboine's grand mass.

... Scarcely had we gazed a minute ere the question came, 'Could we
not manage to get down this way?' and the hope of crowning our triumph
by a traverse of the mountain and conquering the reputedly inaccessible
front (and that, too, in the descent), together with the certainty of getting
an absolutely first-class bit of climbing, decided us to try.

The party then descended by way of the N face and NE ridge8 to complete
the first traverse of the peak - a notable achievement for the period.

To the west in the Selkirk range several expeditions of note were
undertaken by ladies who were staying at Glacier House. 9 On 3 August
Mrs Evelyn Berens and her husband, with Charles Clarke and Karl
Schlunegger, climbed Mount Sir Donald (3297m) to make the seventh ascent
of the peak and the first ascent by a lady. Some weeks later, on 18 September,
Miss Henrietta Tuzo, accompanied by Eduard Feuz senior, became the
first lady to reach the summit of the neighbouring Eagle Peak (2854m).

In Britain, where the death of Queen Victoria occurred on 22 January,
exploration was continued by determined parties and several new routes
were completed. In the Lake District two ascents of note were made on
Pillar Rock: New West Climb on 26 May by G D and A P Abraham,
C W Barton and J H Wigner; and the asceneo of Savage Gully, by C Wand
G D Barton and L F Meryon, on 27 August. The Barton brothers also
climbed on Dow Crag, making the first ascent of the Ordinary Route in
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North Gully on 25 August. In Scotland a famous climb was established on
22 June when Harold Raeburn, exploring alone on Ben Nevis, made the
fIrst ascent of the Original Route on Observatory Ridge.

A welcome event during the year was the publication, in two volumes, of
Aus den Hochregionen des Kaukasusll by Gottfried Merzbacher - the second
comprehensive record of exploration in the range. 12 This detailed account,
illustrated with reproductions of drawings by ET Compton, Ernst Platz,
M Z Diemer and R Reschreiter from photographs by the author and by
other contributors including Vittorio Sella and Maurice de Dechy, was
reviewed in the Alpine Journal where it was described as a 'valuable work 
a model of methodical arrangement - a remarkable record of earnest and
conscientious achievement.' Other books published during the year included
The Bolivian Andes, Sir Martin Conway's record of climbing and exploration
in the Cordillera Real.

On 5 September the death occurred of William Mathews, an original
member and a former President of the Alpine Club. In a notice which
appeared in the Alpine Journal T G Bonney recalled that Mathews was one
of the founders of the Alpine Club and that' ... The idea, in fact, of the
formation of the Club was originated by him in a letter written to the Rev
F J A Hort dated February 1, 1857.' Mathews, one of the outstanding
climbers of his day, took part in many notable expeditions including the
fIrst ascent of Monte Viso. 13

In conclusion it is appropriate to note the following extracts from 'The
Future of the Alpine Club', a paperl4 by Sir Martin Conway which was
published in the Alpine Journal.

Though the Alpine Club arose during the struggle for the conquest of the
Alps, and took its name from the great European range, there is evidence
enough that, in the mind of its founders, mountains in general, and not
only the peaks of Central Europe, were objects of interest. The title page
of the 'Alpine Journal' and many of the papers in its early volumes are
proof sufficient of this statement, if proof be needed.
... As a matter of fact the exploration, above the snow-level, of the
mountain ranges of the world outside the Alps has thus far been made
chiefly by our members. By accident, not by design, the Exploration of
the Mountains of the World has become a characteristic work of our
Club, and the first record of such explorations is the noteworthy feature
of our 'Journal'.

Exploration which was continued by members of the Alpine Club
throughout the twentieth century.
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57. Mont Blanc from Val Veni with (left) the Brouillard ridge. (Marifredo Vanni, /948) (p204)



58. Beatrice Tomasson with the guide Arcangelo Siorpaes on the Becco di Messodi
near Cortina. (Carlo Gandini Collection) (p204)



59. Whymper's guides, Canadian Rockies, 190 I.
From left: Christian Kaufmann, Joseph Bossonay, Christian KJucker and Josef Pollinger.
(Alpine Club Library Collection) (p204)

60. Mount Marpole and (left) Emerald Pass. (Alpine Club Library Collection) (p204)



61. Mount Assiniboine from NE with (cemre) NE ridge and N face.
(A/pine Club Library Collection) (P204)


	204
	205
	206
	207
	208
	209
	210
	plate57
	plate58
	plate59-60
	plates 61

