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In Memoriam
Introduction

Geoffrey Templeman

1980 has proved to be a year in which the Club has again suffered a heavy crop of fatalities, the
list since the publication of the last Journal totalling 16. These are:
Lucien Devies (Hon. Member); David Munsey; Miles Mosley; Dr Dorothy Arning;
Margaret Helburn; Kenneth Hockenhull; Campbell Secord; Dr John Lewis; Harold Meyer;
icolasJaeger; Nick Tritton; Faye Ken; ProfWalter Herbert; Frank Pasteur;John Lucas and
Mario Fantin.
The majority of those listed above have obituaries in the pages that follow, but, for various
reasons, short notes must suffice for one or two members.
John Ponsonby Lucas, who joined the Cluq in 1937, died last year aged 77. In his application
for membership he listed climbs in the Alps, Pyrenees and Norway in most years from 1924 until
the outbreak of war, all guideless and many alone.
Mario Fantin died in Bologna towards the end of last year in his 61 st year. He was one of the
Club's distinguished Italian members and, in proposing him for membership in 1963, Aldo
Bonacossa emphasised how great a debt the CAI owed him through his remarkable activity in
organizing expeditions and documenting the results of his researches. The Alpine Club, too, has
to thank Mario Fantin for the many Italian books which he pr-esented to the library. His Alpine
climbs, starting in 1947, cover most of the major peaks from W to E, including a grand 23-day
traverse in 1956 witli 22 bivouacs. Elsewhere he climbed in the Karakoram, Peruvian Andes,
Kilimanjaro and the Ruwenzori, and in Greenland, as well as producing numerous books,
articles in magazines and films.
For the remainder, tributes promised have been beaten by the printer's deadline and must
wait until the nextJournal. I am, however, pleased to be able to print full obituaries for Michacl
de Pret Roose and Mrs Doris Porter, both of whom were only mentioned in the last Al, as well as
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afurther contribution from Tom Peacocke on the Right Rev. Ronald Williams. Our Honorary
Member Lucien Devies has had many tributes paid him in the continental press; if any other
member would like to add to the short tribute included here I would be very happy to include it
next year. I should like to take this opportunity of thanking all those who have written to me
concerning this section· oftheJournal,-their help is very much appreciated.
Mention should also be made here of a number of people who have died recently and who,
whilst not members of the Club, have left their mark in the world of mountaineering and are
known to many:
First must be Harry Mills Kelly, who lived to the age of 96, and who was one of the great
pioneers of the British rock climbing scene and at the centre of the group of Manchester climbers
who wrote their names across the new route lists from the First World War to the early 1930s.
Starting in the gritstone areas he moved to the Lakes and, throughout the '20s, pioneered
numerous climbs, many of which, such as Moss Ghyll Grooves and Tophet Wall, have remained
classics. Whilst he did climb elsewhere in Europe, his greatest love was for delicate climbing on
British rock in plimsolls. He edited the Fell and Rock guides for many years and wrote articles
for the journals of both that club and the Rucksack Club, retaining an interest in mountains and
mountaineering to the end of his long life.
Secondly, the guide Fritz Ogi ofKandersteg. W. D. Macpherson writes: Fritz Ogi, guide and
friend of many British climbers, died in Kandersteg on 14 ovember 1979 aged 77. Fritz was a
grandson of the Fritz Ogi who, with MeJchior Anderegg and Leslie Stephen, made the first
ascent of the Blumlisalphorn in 1860. He was the eldest of 5 sons of Fritz Ogi (father), all of
whom became well known Kandersteg guides.
I have had the good fortune of climbing with Fritz and his brothers for more than 50 years,
and in the 1920s with their father. The father, like many guides of his generation, had
·engagements year after year with the same clients with whom he climbed in many parts of
Switzerland. He was short and comparatively small, like Alois Pollinger, but never seemed in
any difficulty whether on rocks, snow or ice. He must have been a good teacher as all 5 sons have
proved guides of the highest class and have all possessed a real love of the mountains.
Fritz was a big man and very strong, but in character he was quiet, extremely kind, very
reliable and a friend to all who knew him or who loved the mountains. Although unassuming in
the valley he was always in control on the mountains, particularly when weather or conditions
were bad. I have not known a more careful guide particularly over the cutting of safe steps on
steep snow or ice. He had a nice sense of humour, was not hurried by time and was much loved
not only in Kandersteg but in all neighbouring valleys. He became a guide in 1922, my first
climb with him being in August 1926 on the Tschingellochtighorn. Since then I have climbed
most of the big Oberland peaks with him and many of those in the Valais. For many years after
the war Fritz was in charge of Mountain Rescue operations at Kandersteg. The increase of
guideless climbing led to numerous rescue expeditions and there must be a large number of
people now living who owe their lives to Fritz. One of the most remarkable on a very dark
Autumn night in a snow storm was the saving of some climbers trying to descend the
Wildelsigengrat of the Balmhorn, the party having become stranded owing to exhaustion and
frostbite. After the war for a period of about 20 years Fritz was in charge of the Mountaineering
Section of the International Boy Scouts' Chalet at Kandersteg. In later life he was in charge of
the Beginners Ski School and here again he was both popular and a successful teacher.
The relationship of guide and amateur when they have been a partnership for so long is
difficult to describe in words. The relationship is more than a friend, much more than a
companion. I feel Fritz can justly be compared to one of the most famous guides of
old-MeJchior Anderegg (who spent a considerable time at Schwarenbach and was, I believe,
the first person to climb the Balmhorn with an English party consisting of Lucy Walker and her
father), who has been described as 'pre-eminent not only among mountaineers Qut also among
men' and of whom it was said 'no one could or ever did find fault with MeJchior Anderegg.' No
truer nor more appropriate saying could be applied to Fritz.
Fritz named his home 'Chalet Bergfriende' which I think represents a perfect epitaph for him
since no one appreciated better than he did that 'the peace of the mountains passeth all
understanding' He was supported by his wife Fricda, who s~rvives him and by a son and
daughter to whom I know that all Fritz's English friends would like to send their sympathy.
Finally, Herbert DonaId Greenwood was a member of the Club until his resignation in 1978.
He died in May 1980 in a nursing home in Bexhill, aged 79. The Club records show that from
1920 until the outbreak of the war he climbed in the Alps every year and had an impressive list of
ascents to his credit, in addition to many of the normal climbs in North Wales and the Lake
District.
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Lucien Devies (1910-1980)
With the death of Lucien Oevies the Alpine Club has lost a distinguished Honorary Member
and the French mountain world a man who was for 40 years its mainspring-pr sident at onc
time or another of the CAF, the FFM and the GHM. He visited us rarely, but was always
welcome and he eontributed much, often as was his habit behind the scenes, to the reestablishment of cordial Anglo/Freneh mountaineering relations after the war. He was a great
benefactor of the Alpine Club Library, donating many volumes. His contribution to the Vallot
guide was immense. His drive in supporting French expeditions to the Himalayas
unsurpa sed. evere in his judgements, he was not easy to know, but his friendship once gained
he was the staunchest of allies with a great gift of humour and immense patience.
Douglas Busk
Dorothy Arning (1894-1980)
Or Oorothy Arning died on 30 March, 1980 at the age of 86. She had been a member of the
Ladies' Alpine Club since 1953 and subsequently an Alpine Club member since the
amalgamation of the 2 e1ubs.
Her interest in climbing and mountaineering, however, began much earlier than thIS
seemingly hort period of membership would suggest for she became a m mber of the Pinna le
Club in 1926. he graduat d as an MA from omerville, Oxford in 1921 and went on to
Manche ter niversity to study science. Having obtained her MSc she then decided to study
Medicine and finally ame down from niversity in 1927 with three tags to her name; M c.
M B, hB. In 1927. the general public considered a lady doctor to be something of a rarity and,
in the circumstances, one might describe her as one of the women pioneers in her profession.
In the early days of the 1920s and before the econd world war, 'he climbed extensivel)' in
Switzerland-from Fionnay, Arolla, Randa & Zermatt, many of her limbs being without
guides. Later in life she travelled in Russia, Corsica, Morocco, America and Tunisia.
She had a very forward-looking personality; once she had achieved some project she relegated
it completely in favour of her next intention and it was probably this trait which made her always
interested in the future rath I' than the past. Although she had many first class peaks to her
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Margarel /-le/burn (Photo: D. E. Richards collection)
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credil, Alpine and otherwise, she rarely mentioned them and few of her friends realised that her
moulllaineering experience was so wide. She also knew the British Hills well and was familiar
with Yorkshire, the Peak Di trict, The Lakes, orth Wales and Scotland and visited them
continuously over a period of 60 years or more. She was interested in politics, intrigued by
modern art and eXlremely enrhusiastic about music and opera. Away from her professional
'rounds', she drove her car wilh panache and she admilled to being a compulsive passer on the
road. Only lhe mOSI phlegmatic of passengers accepted a second 'lift' to onh Wales after the
first experience.
In her laler years she suffered with arthrilis and planned for winter holidays in warmer
climates. he also suffered some 10 s of hearing and these lwO afflictions made her rather slow.
She acquired a repulation for being late and she seemed to waSle a lot of time-yours as well-in
preparing for any occasion. This meant thal she was chivvied along by her companions but she
took this all in good part. he had such an equable lemperamenttl,at no-one could be unkind to
her and sh~ was never known to lose her lemper-one wonders whelher she had a temper to 10 e!
When she had a minor stroke in 1978, she sellled down happily to being looked after in
Hampslead Hospital until she had recovered and returned to her home. Following a second
allack, one gained lhe impression lhat she had come to lhe conclusion that life wasn't going 10 be
much fun any longer and she slipped off quietly to seek fresh adventures in another world. She
was quite a 'characler'-we shall miss her.
Dorothy Lu
Margaret Helburn (1889-1980)
Margaret Helburn glows in my memory as the first woman Alpinist I met my first season-il
was her first season, too-actually in the Alps. It wasJuly 1920. She was sitting among the rosy
flowering rhododendron covering lhe slopes below the Montenvert. We were soon discussing
the great possibilities surrounding us. These first moments of shared excitemenr are never
forgollen. We remained friends for life.
She was the daughter of Frank S. Mason, one of the founders of the Appalachian Mountain
Club and a dazzling and determined personality, both on rocks and as a longlime social worker
in the Metropolitan Boston area. Both she and her husband Willard were aClive members of the
AMC and experienced summer and winter climbers in the White Mountain, taking their
young sons and daughter all over the Presidential Range 'as soon as they could keep up a
reasonable pace'. In 1922 they started the small group 'the Bemis Crew', who met annually in
February to scale the icy slopes of Mounr Washington. The fierce winter cold, deep snow and
freezing winds mean Alpine conditions. Below limberline heavy snowshoes are used, higher up
crampons and ice axe. Trail breaking and carrying equipmenr needed strength and energy; of
these they had plenty. Often the party divided inro 2 and started a traverse from opposite ends 0
lhat the downward route was a well-broken track. This made longer expeditions possible and
wa excellent lraining for what lay ahead in the Alps. Margaret at this early slage did the first
winrer ascent of Kalahdin Chimne)(, Maine.
Her firsl sea on, 1920, she climbed the Breilhorn, the Moine, Dent du Geant, Dent du
Requin, Matterhorn.
Then followed anolher excellent season, 1925: Monte Rosa, Lyskamm (traverse),
Dom-Tiischhorn (traver e), Wei shorn, Mont Blanc (traverse, via Dome du GOllter, down
Mont Blanc du Tacul and Col du Midi), Wellenkuppe, Untergabelhorn, Riffelberg, Trifthorn
and Col Durand from Schonbiihl to Zermatt, Charmoz.
In 1927 Margarel had a splendid season wilh Miriam Underhill, with the guides Armand
Charlet and Alfred Coullet. They climbed the Grepon from the Mer de Glace and were lold they
were lhe first women to do this climb. The same 4 made a new rOUle on the W face of the
Aiguille du Midi. Also in July she and Miriam did the first tourist ascent of the Torre Grande
( ia Miriam), wilh Angelo Dimai, Antonio Dimai and Angelo Dibona. This ide of the Torre
Grande rises almost perpendicularly and you f10al up on delicate minutc fingerholds.
nfonunatcly lhere is no space hcre to give the delails. These are recorded in Miriam
Underhill's classic account, Give Me the Hills. Besides these ascenlS, Margaret had a fine list of
other climbs, many wilh Miriam. Among them: Charmoz-Grepon traverse; Aiguilles de
Ravanel, Mummery, Qui Remue; Peigne; Meije Traverse, and in the Dolomites Col Rosa;
Croda da Lago, via Formin con Pompanin Camin; Punta Fiammes, via Damai; Marmolata, S
wall; Funffingerspilze, Schmidt Camin; Cimone dell a Pala traverse; Rosena rraverse;
Campanile and ima di Val di Roda; in 1929, Mount Assiniboine in thc Canadian Rockies.
Margaret was a member of the GHM, had a large circle of mountain friends and died at the
age of 91, still enjoying memories of her happy climbing days.
Dorothy Pilley Richards
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Professor WaIter Elmes Herbert (1902-1980)
My brother Waiter joined the Club in 1931, so that with my late brother Edwin (President of the
Club 1953) and myself we had 3 members of the Club in the family. As children we had all been
keen walkers which naturally led on to fell walking and mountaineering.
My brother Waiter's life's work was at Guy's Hospital where he played a major part in the
development of dental education in this country. He qualified at Guy's as a dentist and also
obtained there his qualification as a doctor. After post-graduate work in the USA and experience
in private practice he was in 1931 appointed Director of the Department of Conservative Dental
Surgery at Guy's, a post he held for 36 years. In 1938 he was made Professor of Dental Surgery
in London University and later was appointed to the Consultant Staff at Guy's as Dental
Surgeon. He took a leading part in numerous activities connected with dental education and
was also, for many years, a member of the Council of the Medical Defence Union and Chairman
of its Dental Committee. For a long period he was primarily responsible for the standard
textbook on operative dentistry. After his retirement from Guy's at 65, as well as continuing
many activities connected with dental education he spent a year in Teheran as Visiting Professor
teaching in the new Dental School of the National University oflran. He and his wife decided to
make the journey to Iran both out and back by car, thus enabling them (despite some hazards) to
visit many unfrequented parts of Turkey.
Waiter was a competent rock climber and was from the mid 20s up to the war a regular
member of our Easter parties at Wasdale, where he was well able to lead the climbs which in
those days were thought quite hard. From the late 20s up to the war he climbed in the Oberland
and the Valais and frequently in the French Alps. I did a few Oberland climbs with him and he
climbed also with his wife, but a great part of his climbing was done with the late Dr Ronald
Harward, particularly in the Dauphine and in the Aralia district. In the course o(these holidays
he climbed many of the 'viertausender' in Switzerland and most of the well known peaks in the
Dauphine. He and Ronald Harward must have been able to move quite fast as I remember his
telling me of roping up in the dark in the Promontoire and being down in La Grave around
lunch-time after traversing the Meije.
After the war he did no serious climbing, but with his wife and family, had many holidays of
mountain walking in Europe. He also skied both before and after the war: indeed the last time he
was on skis was during his year as Visiting Professor in Iran. He always took a great interest in
the Club and was frequently at its meetings until prevented by illness a few months before his
death.

H. S. Herber!
Harold Kenneth Hockenhull (1910-1980)
Kenneth Hockenhull joined the Alpine Club in 1964, quite late in life. He was a retiring,
independent personality, and I think he joined because he felt he could not keep out any longer.
He came to the dinners and not much else. He was little known in the Club except in a very
closed circle and did not want more, but he was in fact one of the most remarkable mountaineers
in this country over the last half-century. He climbed all but one ortwo of the 4000m peaks of the
Alps, and constantly throughout his life. In his reticence he was the very antithesis of the
understatements in mountaineering which are in reality closer to romantic overstatements.
He was a distinguished solicitor in Crewe, and well known there as operatic conductor and in
scouting circles. His mountaineering doings were superimposed on these rather separate
activities, and his stamina was extraordinary. I remember one occasion when he went to
Zermatt without a climbing companion and took a guide, very unusual for him, and traversed
on his first day the Breithorn, Pollux, Castor and Lyskamm, continuing to the Signalkuppe. I
remember another occasion, which can I suppose be recounted now, when he set out one Friday
evening to drive from Nantwich in Cheshire where he lived toJohn O'Groats and back, and he
told me that on his return he completed the job by continuing to Land's End and then back home
again. I asked him ifhe stopped at his house in passing, and he replied that he thought ifhe had
done so that he might not have been able to gather the strength to proceed. But when I suggested
he should write up thi.s remarkable performance he said no, for some hearing he had done such a
thing might doubt his reliability. Such was Kenneth Hockenhull.
The one occasion when he broke dryly through his reserve in the AC was after the Matterhorn
centenary in 1965. Basil Goodfellow heard of his exploits and persuaded him to give an account
at the subsequent meeting of the Club, introducing him as a mystery contributor. On the day of
the centenary he characteri"stically decided to climb the Hornli Ridge alone, and on his way
down he was held up by the television party which was accompanied it seems by some of the
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pundits of the Club. When he protested he was told he ought not to be there because the
mountain was 'closed' on that day, and the account in AJ. 70197 is one of the few hilarious
episodes in this illustrious but perhaps not entirely satirical journal. The Vaucher party climbing
the N face on that day, including the first lady to do so, arrived at the summit at the same time.
Not even the AC got quite the whole story here, for the Geneva newspaper interviewing Madam
Vaucher reported her as saying that on reaching the summit the party was greeted by a spirit
from the mist which offered them cherry brandy. I remember saying to Kenneth that this was a
surprising thing for a climber to have with him, and he told me it was not cherry brandy but
sherry.
His climbing record was very extensive over 50 years, in the High Alps, Dolomites, Tyrol,
Norway, Yugoslavia, Turkey, Corsica and throughout the United Kingdom, with countless
British climbs. In his application form for membership in 1964 he referred to climbing in the
Dolomites in 1934, Austria in 1935 and thereafter constantly in the Valais, Oberland and other
parts of the Alps. In the hiatus of the war years he was a Naval Officer, but after that it was the
High Alps again almost every year, with a few divergencies to Norway and elsewhere. In looking
at his application form, with its long list of peaks, I was reminded and saddened to see the record
of our climbing the Welterhorn, Finsteraarhorn, Aletschhorn and Schreckhorn together in
1948. I still clearly remember our finding our way up the Hasler Rippe of the Aletschhorn in that
far-off year and Kenneth with his habitual mild irony pointing out on the final, tiring snow slope
that I was lifting my feet up and down in the same steps.
With so many classical climbs and summits to his credit it is superfluous to list them. Over the
last 15 years or so he climbed largely with his son and daughter, also accomplished climbers.
Indeed I recall the 2 of us taking his daughter up Avalanche on L1iwedd at the tender age of 8
years, and though we should have been ashamed of ourselves the result was that at 13 she
.climbed the Miltelegi with her father, certainly the youngest to have climbed either. He leaves
his wife and this son and daughter, and such consolation as we can offer is to say that nobody who
knew Kenneth Hockenhull is likely to forget him.

c.

G. Wickham

HaroId A Meyer (1898-1980)
The death ofHarold Meyer inJ uly 1980 caused a sad loss to his many friends and among writers
and mountaineers in numerous countries. Born in 1898 to parents who were inveterate
travellers, he was allowed to accompany them together with his older brother Edward from the
age of 6 on their annual holidays in the Alps. Those tours laid the firm foundation of a great
passion for Alpine motoring in later years.
In 1917 he left Westminster School to serve in the Great War as an infantry officer with the
4/5th South Lancashire Regiment. He was stationed in India and it was here, whilst on sick
leave in Darjeeling, that his life-long love of the Himalaya was kindled. On demobilisation in
1919 he took up a scholarship at Christ Church, Oxford where, besides obtaining Honours with
Distinction in Modern Languages, he represented the University against Cambridge in the
sprints, gained his 'Blue' for athletics and won the AAA 'gold' as a member of the winning
Achilles relay team at the 1925 championships. He retained a lasting interest in athletics
throughout his life, editing 2 books on the subject, and specialized in trackside photography. In
1926 he married Myfanwy Jenkins who was to bear him a daughter and a son. He was
successively schoolmaster, bank clerk, member of the London Stock Exchange, Civil Servant
and finally business executive and was engaged in intelligence work during the war. Ever since
his army service he devoted all his leisure time to climbing, walking and photography. His
Alpine experiences began in 1922 with his ascent of the J ungfrau and he subsequently climbed
many other Alpine peaks including the Wetterhorn, Monch and the Breithorn. Together with
his wife he walked the length and breadth of the Alps, which he visited more tha.n 30 times. In
this country he spent several seasons in the Lake District, as well as Snowdonia, and was a
member of the Fell and Rock in addition to the Alpine Club. He achieved a prominent place
among contemporary mountain writers and photographers, working under the pen name of
Hugh Merrick.
Harold Meyer came to writing late in life. Pillar in the Sky, th~ first of his five novels, all set
against a mountaineering background, was published in 1942; Savoy Episode, one of his most
successful books, followed in 1944; Andreas at Sundown in 1946; The Breaking Strain in 1951 and Out
of the Night in 1957. Many of his novels were translated into French and German and the last 2
were both dramatized and produced on BBC radio, the latter with Michael Hordern in the
leading role. Later he published a book on photography and travel called Rambles in the Alps
which includes over 120 of his huge collection of Alpine photographs, and, in 1958 at the request
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of his good friend and publisher Robert Hale, The Great Motor Highw'!Jls of the Alps The Perpetual
Hills, a personal anthology of the mountains, was also published in 1958, to be followed in 1970
by The Alps in Colour, and Companion to the Alps in 1974. Many of his photographs also appeared as
illustrations in books by other authors and in the Alpine Calendar. Apart from his lifelong passion
for airing his views in The Times' Letters to the Editor column, he contributed between the years
1950 and 1969 a large number of articles on mountain subjects to newspapers and journals,
including the Sphere, Autocar, Country Life andJohn 0 'London's. Most readers of the AJ will surely
remember the controversy that developed in the early 1960s on the plausibility of certain claims
that were made in connection with the Chinese Photograph. He was one of the top translators in the
field of mountaineering literature, including To the Third Pole, Nanga Parbat Pilgrimage, The White
Spider and many others. In later years he resumed his love for painting in oils and produced more
than 70 canvases, mostly of Alpine and Himalayan scenes. He was always rather modest about
his skills as a painter, but nevertheless submitted 2 of his last paintings to the 1980 Summer
Exhibition at the Royal Academy. He also wrote poetry, some of which was published, as well as
what many experts regard as the best complete Heine translation into English to date. In
addition to all this, he was an accomplished musician, having performed under the baton of Sir
Adrian Boult, and counted many eminent musicians among his friends. Having become an
expert on the history of violins he continued playing until his death and his friends will treasure
the many tapes he recorded over the years. At the age of 80 he became the oldest contestant to
appear on 'Mastermind', answering questions on the Alps. After 22 years membership of the
British Olympic Association he resigned over the team's decision to participate in the Moscow
Olympics.
His sudden death after a mercifully short illnes deprived him of the ultimate joy of seeing the
reprint of The Breaking Strain and Pillar oj the Sky. Camejeon, his last and he believed best novel,
remains to be published.
Mary ElIis, a great lady of the theatre and his lifelong friend since childhood days, summed up
my feelings when she said that there would never be another man like him. With his genuine
modesty he had entitled his autobiography Master of None; on his gravestone he wanted to have
only four words engraved: 'I tried my best'.-Few could have done better.
Per Scheibner

David Thomas Foster Munsey MA, FRICS
David Munsey was educated at Gresham's School, Holt and at St.John's College, Cambridge.
He had a number of holidays with the CUMC in Scotland and Wales during the 30s and in 1938
and 1939, while on leave from the Sudan, he climbed in the Valais with Dr A. R. Wilson and,
occasionally, with guides. He served in the Sudan's Survey Department from 1935 till 1958 and
then, after retiring, he became lecturer in surveying at the Royal Military College of Science at
Shrivenham. Here, to quote another obituary notice, 'he was well liked by his young pupils who
could always hear him and who appreciated his humorous treatment of the inattentive'.
Two impressions of David Munsey stand sharply in my mind-one of his professional
perfectionism, the other of an occasional exuberant romanticism. He once invited me to bring
some students to visit his survey team in the desert, near the Sixth Cataract, where a first order
base line was being laid out. This was at a time when the Sudan's main triangulation was being
linked to the great 30th Meridian Survey-the longest terrestrial geodetic arc, which ran,
somewhat circuitously, from the Arctic Ocean to Capetown and had to be completed in the
swamps and deserts of the Sudan. The work was done largely at night. Behind elaborate, tentlike wind breaks long invar steel tapes were being compared. Their lengths were checked and rechecked through a microscopic gauge as the night wore on. Within a few years these classical
methods would be largely replaced by aerial and satellite techniques. Here we were looking at
the high point of a technology which had been born in the Nile Valley at least 6006 years ago.
David's team of scurrying, enthusiastic chain men and surveyors worked through the night. Yet
how much of the ancient tradition and of abstract but important outcomes were they aware of as
they pinned down their millionths of a metre here or fractions of an angular second there? At all
events it seemed to matter and to be enjoyed by everyone; like a wedding.
M y other picture is of Mount Kenya in 1941. There were 3 of us and we only had soft rubber
desert boots and a cou'ple of s~k-made ice-axes. We climbed Point Lenana, but the upper cliffs of
Nelion were plastered with ice on our side of the mountain and we did not quite make the
summit. Food, rope, sleeping bags and information about the climbs were all in short supply
and we felt as though the mountain had not been visited for years. David enjoyed it all. He was a
strong, competent climber. A little hardship would bring out explosive bursts of laughter and
language-mainly old-fashioned 'good' language-chunks of Wordsworth, comments by
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Sherlock Holmes or the .magic, ringing names of the peaks and lakes around us-Batian,
H6hnel, Teleki, which would echo, like alleluyas from the rocks.
After the War David Munsey only did a few Alpine climbs-the Wetterhorn in 1947 and some
ascents in the Mont Blanc and Gran Paradiso ranges in the 50s. As he grew older he would often
go on long hill walks with his family or with his friend the vicar of Lechlade. He did much work
for the local church. He leaves a widow and two sons. In the Sudan and in many other parts of
the world there will be people who remember with deep gratitude a warm-hearted, booming
perfectionist.
Robin Hodgkin
Frank Mauris Pasteur (1897-1980)
My brother Frank Pasteur who died in September 1980 was introduced to the Alps by my father
who took us to Chamonix at schoolboy age, about 1906, and we visited the Alps most years up to
World War One. After the war, in which he was awarded the MC and bar, he climbed up to 1926
when he was married and gave up climbing, though he visited the Swiss and Italian Alps from
time to time. He never made any notes of his climbs.
My own notes and those of my father show that he did Monte Rosa, Rothorn, traverse of the
Matterhorn, Charmoz, and a number of climbs in the Italian Tyrol. He also climbed in Wales.
He was a fast climber and excellent company. I traversed the Matterhorn with him and Franz
Imboden and we reached Zermatt via the Furggenjoch at 7.50pm.
H ugh Pasteur
Doris Studholme Porter (1896-1979)
Doris Porter would have thought it quite suitable for her to be remembered among
mountaineers only as the wife ofH. E. L. (Ned) Porter, to whom she was married in 1927 and
who died in 1973 (AJ 79 283) But that reflected her modesty. Her enthusiasm for mountains
lasted throughout her life and she was a skilful climber, even though ill health restricted the
period when this could be fully displayed.
She was brought up on her father's extensive sheep station in the Canterbury foothills of the
Southern Alps of New Zealand, where helping to muster sheep fired her ambition to climb. In
her late teens she was first among the high peaks; a contemporary recalls the admiration of one of
her guides for the gracefulness of her climbing and her speed. Her most notable climb was in
1927, her 7th season in the Southern Alps. With Ned Porter, Marcel Kurz and her brother she
made the second ascent of Mount Haidinger, and the first one by a woman; Fitzgerald had made
the first ascent in 1895. The climb which Porter described as 'quite first-class' (AJ 39265-86)
came towards the end of a climbing season by him and Kurz, which for the number and
difficulty of major climbs, had no equal in previous mountaineering in New Zealand. However,
contrary to the belief of his friends, his return to New Zealand, where he had previously had 2
successful seasons, was not solely to climb. As his very detailed diaries, now in the AC Archives,
show he was engaged to be married to Doris but kept at least the majority of his friends in
ignorance until he had left England. Porter was then aged 40 and seemingly a confirmed
bachelor; his marriage to an outstandingly attractive girl was described by a close friend as more
remarkable than any of his mountaineering.
A few weeks after their return to England the Porters set off for Switzerland, where they did 10
classic routes from Zerman and Saas Fee. Years later Claude Elliolt who had been with them for
part of the time recalled his admiration for Doris' ability as a climber. Later in the year the
Porters were rock climbing in Wales and the Lake District and Doris was elected to LAC. The
Porters seemed set fair for many years of successful climbing. But the next summer, after
preliminary climbs on the Aiguille de la Tsa and Mont Collon, Doris became unwell. For the
next 7 years, during which she had major surgery, she was usually confined to hill walks when
she was able to visit mountains at all. But at last, in 1935, Porter could record that Doris had
climbed 'her first high peak for many years', in the Tatra.
But she was again ill in New Zealand later in the year and, although she accompanied her
husband to the Alps in 1938, a "I'alk up the Rifelhorn, in bad weather, was the limit of her
climbing before the War.
With this record of disappointment it would not have been surprising if, after the War, Doris
Porter had decided that mountaineering was a thing of the past. The delightful garden they had
jointly made at Sulton Courtenay, their considerable involvement in village affairs and their
hospitality to many visitors, would have made a preference for leisurely holidays very
understandable.
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Instead there was an Alpine renaissance. They returned no less than a.dozen times to the Alps
and, in contrast to the regretful notes on Doris's health in Porter's Pre-War diaries, he could
now write 'Doris is feeling robust while I am feeling tired'; the last statement being somewhat
belied by their evident shared enjoyment in many parts of the Alps. In 1953 they fulfilled their
ambition to climb a 4000m peak-the Bieshorn-on a rope of 2, to celebrate his 25th alpine
season.
As well as being very modest and universally popular Doris Porter had great personal
reticence. Thus it was not surprising that a neighbour who knew her only in her last 10 years was
quite convinced, from her energy in the garden and in many other affairs, that she must have
had excellent health up to her brief final illness. Had that been so Doris Porter would surely have
been among the most prominent woman climbers of her time. She left generous bequests to both
the Alpine Club and the New Zealand Alpine Club.
Scoll Russell

The Count Michael de Pret-Roose (1925-1979)
On New Year's Day 1979 a huge avalanche from high up on the Pazzalastock near Andermatt
killed Michael de Pret-Roose, his wife Karin, his stepson Nicholas and the guide Ernst Renner;
the 2 other members of the party, despite great hardship, survived (see Ski Survey March 1979 for
details).
Thus ended an era for British ski-ing. First because of Michael's key role in so many respects:
chief instructor of the representatives' course of the Ski Club of Great Britain for many years,
organizer and leader of ski-mountaineering courses and tours (often with his close friend, our
member Martin Epp), organizing ski-racing champion hips, and off-piste skier extra-ordinary.
He was SCGB rep at his home in Andermatt, became a Vice-President of that Club and was
awarded the Pery Medal. And secondly, because Michael and Karin's quite exceptional
personal kindness and generosity was unobtrusively extended to so many skiers and skimountaineers joining them in these activities.
I first met him on the 1970 SCGB reps' course, and subsequently spent 2 whole months in the
mountains with him during the British Alpine Ski Traverse 1972 on which we shared the lead
(A) 78 13). He was much the best skier in the party, but added to this his physical strength and
fitness and his total commitment and competence in so many aspects of ski-touring. He even
walked during the previous autumn the whole section Davos-Andermattto make sure that there
would be no route-finding problems on the day; and he or Karin were continuously in touch
with the Swiss Avalanche Research Centre before and during the traverse to get the latest
information and forecasts of the varying avalanche risk.
Michael was also an outstanding mover on rock and ice, hardly noticing technical difficulties
or exposure which slowed others. I understand from Martin Epp that he had done many hard
routes in the Andermatt and neighbouring areas; and had also climbed extensively at high
standard elsewhere, including the Grand Tetons, Wind River Range and Devil's Tower in
North America.
A profile in Ski Survey New Year 1976 made clear the wide range of his interests. After leaving
Eton, he served with the 12th Lancers in Italy and Palestine. He then spent 9 years training race
horses and playing cricket. As well as ocean racing in his own boat, he sailed with Drumbeat on
the Bermuda race and the 1960 Transatlantic race when she lost her mast. He broke his kneecap
when he was knocked overboard at the start' of the Fastnet race and settled for the calmer
ambience of Brittany where he moved in 1964; and where he built a house in 1969 to which he
returned each summer. He called his boat there Rotondo after one of his favourite Andermatt
peaks.
There are many skiers and ski-mountaineers who will remember Michael and Karin and the
happy days spent with them, with great affection and respect, recognizing that British ski-ing,
and particularly British ski-touring, will never be quite the same again.
A lan Blackshaw

Waiter Kirstein writes:I went in 3 winter seasons with him; he was a marvellous and most careful leader, in fact he had
to handle the office in Andermatt which issued the electronic avalanche apparatus to British
panies in the Alps.
He never went without a guide, though he was the most experienced and safest leader I have
ever known. That makes this terrible accident still more tragic.
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Campbell H. Secord (1913-1980)
Cam Secord died at his home in Tuscany inJune 1980 at the age of67. A Canadian by birth he
came to England in the mid 1930's and while retaining his citizenship he made England his
home. In his early days in this country he was a lecturer at the London School of Economics. For
the first half of the war he flew Liberators in coastal command, later he held various government
posts and worked as an industrial consultant.
Cam's early mountaineering was in the Canadian Rockies during his student days at
Winnipeg. His most notable expedition was an attempt in 1934 with the Neave brothers on the
then unclimbed Mt Waddington. Nineteen days of back packing were required to reach the foot
of the unexplored Tiedeman glacier. But the attempt failed 500 feet below the summit in poor
weather. Secord himself left no record of this or other expeditions. He.climbed in the Alps in
several summers, for example with Frank Smythe in the Tyrol in 1935. But it was wild and
unexplored country which excited his imagination. In 1938 he explored the western approaches
to Rakaposhi with Michael Vyvyan, climbing the peak at the end of the NW ridge. With Tilman
and two Swiss he returned to Rakaposhi in 1947 and made considerable progress on the SW
ridge, the route which finally yielded the first ascent to Banks's party in 1958.
Secord was one of the first to realise that with the opening up of Nepal in 1949 the future
possibilities on Everest lay with a S approach rather than the traditional route through Tibet
which was likely to remain closed.
He was a moving spirit in getting the 1951 reconnaissance underway although unluckily he
had to withdraw from the expedition itself. He was, however, a member of the 1952 Cho Oyu
expedition.
In his work Secord displayed similar qualities, those of an enthusiastic and persuasive
innovator. In the early post-war years he worked with Jean Monuet on the Euratom concept.
LIter, although he had no formal training in science or engineering, he was closely concerned at
the Ministry of Fuel and Power with novel applications of industrial gas turbines. In the 60s and
70s he made and developed a number of inventions to do with production of oil from coal, with
pipeline construction and with the transport of liquid methane.
Cam was not especially a Club man although he usually came to lectures which promised
something new or exciting. What one chiefly remembers about him are the long and often
argumentative discussions. Whether it was in the early days in his and Peggy's charming mews
flat, or in subsequent years at their home in Markyate or on a ski-ing holiday, the conversation
was always stimulating. He rarely accepted received opinions-the establishment view-and
would always have a fresh way of looking at things.
Peter Lloyd
Roger Chorley

T. A. H. Peacocke adds the following personal note on Ronald WilIiams which could not,
unfortunately, be included with last year's tribute:
I first met Ronald and Cicely (Bimbo) Williams at Zermatt, shortly after the war and we soon
became friends. This was the first of many meetings, at Zermatt, at the AC, the SAC and the
annual dinners. I valued his friendship enormously. He was always ready to give help or advice
and his kindness knew no bounds. I remember, particularly his magnificent sermon on the
occasion of the Alpine Club Centenary celebrations at Zermatt. The Church was filled.
Ronald had a keen sense of humour and told me the following amusing story, illustrating the
rivalry between the 'Seiler' and 'Burgher' guides. 'Bimbo' was ascending the Matterhorn with
Bernard Biner, then chief guide of Zermatt and a 'Seiler'. The Bishop was sitting outside the
Monte Rosa and he noticed a large cloud gathering on the mountain. He felt a trifle
apprehensive and voiced his fears to old FelixJulen, a 'Burgher' guide. 'Oh. the-weather is all
right', said Felix, 'Why do you ask?' 'Because my wife is climbing the Matterhorn' 'Who is she
with?' said Felix. 'Bernard Biner', replied the Bishop. Felix replied 'I would be very sorry ifmy
wife were climbing the Matterhorn with Bernard Biner today" Fortunately the Bishop was well
versed in Zermatt politics'
Some may think that Ronald's mountaineering achievements were modest. In truth they
were remarkable when one considers the great physical handicap he had to overcome, following
a severe abdominal operation. His passing leaves a blank in the lives of his many friends which
can never be filled.
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