
NOTES— N O R T H  A M E R I C A

AUSTRALASIA
AUSTRALIA
Henry Barber made a considerable impact during a 6 week visit. A t  Frog Buttress in
Queensland, where there were previously no climbs above grade 21 which did not
require aid, he made 4 clean ascents of grade 23 and 12 of  22. He also made 11 free first
ascents in the area. I t  was hoped that his 6 state tour might provide some basis for com-
parative grading of different climbing areas. However, this expectation did not material-
ise, although in some instances he tended to grade climbs slightly lower than the guide
books, so that overall some confusion resulted. One o f  the first climbs graded 23 in
Australia (by 1. Lewis at Mount Buffalo Gorge in Victoria) was later downgraded to 22
by Barber.

However, local climbers have not been inactive, and many outstanding climbs have
been achieved in all the states. The elimination of aid on hard routes is a continuing
theme in all this activity.

NEW ZEALAND
In the Mount Cook area, poor weather hampered climbing. However, J. Fantini with
various companions established several new routes, the W Buttress of Mount Vancouver
from the La Perouse Glacier, the right-hand buttress of the N face of  Mount Hicks and
the 'Hidden' Balfour Face of  Mount Tasman. Late in the season W. Denz, P. Herron and
M. Judge completed a new route on the S face of Mount Hicks which had defeated them
the previous winter.

The Arrowsmiths are becoming a popular region, the attraction being a number of
steep ice-gullies. The Darrans are being developed after a spate of  first ascents in the last
few seasons. Thus, 2 more routes have appeared on the N face of Sabre, one by the
original team of Denz, Murray and Judge and the other by Herron, R. Aitken and N.
Whiston. A number of first ascents have been recorded in other regions e.g. the E face of
Castor by G. McCallum and Margaret Fyfe in the Wilkin area, and the Kitchener Face of
Aeroplane in the Aspiring area, by B. Robertson and L. Kennedy.

NORTH AMERICA
ALASKA—YUKON
Summer 1974 saw the first Polish expedition in this area. They climbed Mount McKinley
by the W rib and later Mount Hubbard and Mount Kennedy in the St Elias Range; 2
members of the party were killed by an avalanche under the Weisshorn when attempting
an unnamed peak near by. Steve and Gary Tandy made the first winter ascent of Mount
Foraker (5302 m) in February 1975 in 5 days. Mount Deborah, a hard ice-peak which
has resisted repeated attempts since its first ascent in 1953 by Beckey, Harrer and
Meybohm has been climbed again by Pettigrew, Stuart, Condron, Hoffman, Oknik and
Wheeler via a new route on the SW ridge. There has also been considerable activity in the
Kichatna Spires in the Alaska Range; this area has been compared with the FitzRoy/
Cerro Torre regions of Patagonia, and there is evidently considerable scope for new
climbs. Some first ascents have been recorded in the Fairweather Range; Mount Wilbur
(3298 m) via the 2000 m S ridge and Peak 12,606 f t  via the Fairweather Glacier and the
N ridge. 'Mountain' 43 40 contains an account by Gary Bocarde of the first ascent of  the
SW face of  the Moose's Tooth, a 800 m rock face. A new route on the S Face has been
recorded by J. Krakauer, T.  Davies and N. Zinsser following an 800 m couloir; the climb
was completed in a single 22 hour push. These 2 ascents of the Tooth are a good illus-
tration of the trend to big wall climbing under Alpine conditions characteristic of
current activity in Alaska.

Don Sheldon, the noted bush pilot, died of cancer on 26 January. He made a con-
siderable contribution to the climbing world by supporting expeditions, particularly
Bradford Washbum's photographic and mapping activities, and in carrying out daring
mountain rescues.
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