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THE RISE OF MODERN MOUNTAINEERING
AND THE FORMATION OF THE ALPINE CLUB

1854-1865
BY D. F.  0 .  DANGAR AND T.  S. BLAKENEY

T H E  beginnings of  the modern phase of  mountaineering, as a
form of sport regularly indulged in, cannot be located in time
with any strict accuracy, but it is a concession to an old tradition

to claim the year 1854 as marking the commencement and Alfred Wills's
ascent of the Wetterhorn as the occasion. I n  fact, however, ' sporting '
climbs cannot be separated from those connected with scientific
objectives, for the two overlap.

Sir Gavin de Beer and Professor Graham Brown are celebrating the
centenary of the Alpine Club's foundation, and the bicentenary of the
birth of Dr. M. G. Paccard, by an elaborate work on the first ascent of
Mont Blanc. A n d  this mountain had much to do with making familiar
the idea of climbing mountains.

Undoubtedly, the interest in Mont Blanc tended to canalise efforts,
and British climbers played a large part in the early climbs on the great
mountain.' B u t  away from Chamonix the British were not at first
preponderant, though one of them, J. D. Forbes, holds a particularly
high place in climbing annals of this period. H e  was both a scientist
and a climber; his early travels (from 1826 onwards) had been mainly
scientific, studying glacier problems; but his ascent of the Jungfrau in
1841 may be regarded as the outcome of both sporting and scientific
impulses, and he continued until 1851 (including a visit to Norway),
when illness put an end to his mountaineering. H e  was the earliest
Honorary Member of the Alpine Club and his death (in 1868) at the
age of fifty-nine was a grievous loss to the climbing fraternity.

Nevertheless, i t  was by Continental climbers that most first ascents
in the Alps were made during the half-century up to 1857, Englishmen
only accounting for the Mittelhorn,2 Strahlhorn,3 Monte Rosa,4 Mont
Blanc du Tacul,5 Laquinhorn,6 Allalinhorn,7 and Pelmo 8 amongst

I See records of ascents to 1853 in A.J. 25. 6o8 ; 30. 114.
2 S. T.  Speer; July 9, 1845.
3 Christopher, Edmund and J G .  Smyth; August 15, 1854.
4 Christopher and J. G. Smyth, C. Hudson, J Birkbeck, Senr., and E. J.

Stevenson ; August 1, 1855.
5 Christopher and J. G. Smyth, C. Hudson, E. J. Kennedy and C. Ainslie;

August 8, 1855. O n l y  one individual went on to the actual summit.
6 E. L.  Ames, Cure Imseng and others ; August zo, 1856.
7 E. L.  Ames and others ; August 28, 1856.
8 John Ball; September 19, 1857.
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the peaks of consequence climbed in this period. P r io r  to the 1850s,
the Jungfrau, Wetterhorn and Monte Rosa massif were the most
prominent objects of climbing interest, other than Mont Blanc, and
except for Speer's ascent of the Mittelhorn, the main work was done
by Continental climbers such as the Meyers, Hugi, Puiseux, Desor,
Agassiz, Ulrich, Zumstein, Vincent, Gnifetti, Studer and Dollfus-
Ausset. B u t  to the world at large these men were little known ; their
writings, when they wrote, were technical, heavy treatises, l itt le
calculated to engage many readers, whereas Forbes's books, for all his
interest in glaciology, were very different and sold widely.

Albert Smith (1816-640) contributed to  the growing interest i n
mountaineering during the 1850s by his famous Entertainment at the
Egyptian Hall, from 1852 onwards for six years. Queen Victoria
patronised i t  and i t  is impossible to doubt that i t  had influence in
sending men to the Alps, even though i t  would appear that some of
the pioneers did not hold Albert Smith in very high esteem.

A man whose name deserves great honour is John Ball, both for his
indefatigable journeys, especially in the Eastern Alps, and for his great
guide-book to the Alps. H e  had first visited Switzerland in 1827, at
the age of nine, and it had an immediate and lasting influence on him,
though his journeys only really started in 1840. L i k e  his elder con-
temporaries, William Brockedon 9 and A. T.  Malkin (both of whom,
like Ball himself, d id valuable work for John Murray's Guide to
Switzerland), Ball had a strong topographical sense and he devoted
years to collecting materials for the Alpine Guide that is known by his
name. Though from a  climbing point o f  view Ball's Guide was
superseded by the more detailed Conway-Coolidge and later Con-
tinental guide-books, i t  is still of value in its revised edition, nearly a
century after its publication, and is a monument not only of topo-
graphical detail, but of botanical, geological and other scientific work.
With reason, when the Alpine Club was firmly established and the
need to fill the office of President (left vacant at first) arose, Ball was
chosen to be the first President of the Club, though he appears never
to have been formally elected to ordinary membership.

After Forbes, the latter's friend Alfred Wills takes a leading place
among British climbers in  the early 1850s, but by the time of  his
famous ascent of the Wetterhorn from Grindelwald in September 1854,
a number of other names, soon to be famous in English annals, were
coming to the fore. Christopher, Edmund and James Grenville Smyth
made the first ascent of the Strahlhorn and of the Ostspitze of Monte
Rosa this same year, and E. S. Kennedy followed them up the latter
peak a  few days later. Charles Hudson, the Mathews brothers,

9 Brockedon (1787-1854) had visited the Alps several times between 1824 and
1829, and his book on the Passes of the Alps became a classic.
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Hinchliff, Leslie Stephen, Moore, Fox, Tuckett and Tyndall are only
a few of the many names that will occur to anyone interested in the
Golden Age of  Mountaineering which began in the late 185os and
ended in 1865. O n e  has but to browse through the pages of de Beer's
Travellers in Switzerland for these years, or study the first volume of
Mumm's Alpine Club Register, to realise the impossibility of doing more
than touch upon the exploits of this period. T h e  spread of railways in
Europe during the 185os made access to the Alps much easier and
English climbers became very active. Between 1858 and 1865 over
eighty first ascents or first crossings were made of peaks and passes of
importance, the vast majority by men who either were, or later became,
members of the Alpine Club ; i n  addition, scores of other climbs were
accomplished, some of them, such as the Jungfrau from the Rothtal side
(1864) or Mont Blanc by the Brenva ridge (1865) of  much greater
difficulty than many of the' first' ascents of the same era.

This widespread activity naturally stimulated an interest in carto-
graphy, owing to the deficiency of maps, and in 1863 Adams Reilly,
at the instigation of Forbes, undertook a regular survey of the Mont
Blanc chain, his eventual map being published by the Alpine Club in
1865. I n  this year he commenced a similar survey of the Monte Rosa
district.

In addition to the Alps, expeditions further afield were undertaken.
E. T.  Holland (1861) and T. W. Evans (1863) visited Iceland; Charles
Packe and Count Henri Russell-Killough had commenced their
numerous explorations in the Pyrenees ; J. F. Cheetham visited Kulu,
Lahoul and Ladakh in 1859; Edmund Smyth (never a member of the
Alpine Club, but brother of two members) was in Kumaon in 186r.
But far more important than these last was the work of H. H. Godwin-
Austen between the years 1857 and 1864, principally in Kashmir, the
Karakorum and Ladakh almost as far east as Rudok. H e  was the first
to explore such great glaciers as the Saltoro, Biafo, Baltoro and Chogo
Lungma, later to become so familiar to mountaineers in the Kara-
korum; though ill-equipped for technical climbing, he was often over
201000  f t .

But, interesting and important as were these expeditions to outlying
ranges, i t  was in  the Alps that the sport of mountaineering really
originated, and developed. T h e  formation of the Alpine Club in the
winter of 1857 would appear to have stimulated enthusiam, for from
1858 onwards the record of '  firsts' on Alpine peaks or passes began to
grow. T h e  first half of the 186os may fairly be claimed to be the
greatest period in Alpine history. Lesl ie Stephen was in full stride at
the opening of this era, only to be eclipsed by Whymper in 1864-5.
Adams Reilly, the Walkers (not forgetting Lucy) and A. W. Moore are
other giants, with ' Hornby-and-Philpott ' hardly behind them. T h e
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Parker brothers, in the early 186os, embarked on guideless climbing
but failed to establish a '  school ' o f  guideless climbers, and the
Reverend A. G. Girdlestone, though an ardent votary, was not the
man to succeed where the Parkers had failed.

The two following lists of the principal climbing events of 1864 and
1865, with particular reference to members of the Alpine Club, will
perhaps show more clearly than much discursive writing how great was
the accomplishment during these two vintage years. F o r  simplicity's
sake, the names of the guides have been omitted; non-members of the
Alpine Club have their names printed in italics, and the criterion for
being accounted a member of the Club is whether the individual ever
was, and not whether he was at the time of the particular ascent shown.
An asterisk before a mountain name indicates a first ascent (or first
crossing of a pass).

5
8
8
9

12

Grand Combin
*Bouquetin
*Col de Triolet crossed
*Mont Dolent b y  S .  face and

SE. arete
*Aig. de Trelatete

Lucy Walker, F. and H. Walker
A. W. Moore
A. Adams Reilly and E. Whymper
(As above)

(As above)
15 *Aig. d'Argentiere, W.  face and (As above)

NW. arete
18 *Morning Pass crossed A. W. Moore and E. Whymper
21 *Balmhorn by SW. arete Lucy Walker, F. and H. Walker
22 *Wetterlacke crossed A. W. Moore
24 Lysjoch crossed Miss Lewis Lloyd and the Misses

Stratton
27 *Col de la Dent Blanche crossed J. J. Hornby and T.  H. Philpott
28 *Ochsenhorn from S.E. E. von Fellenberg
30 Bruneggjoch crossed, possibly

first time
J. J. Homby and T.  H. Philpott

1864
JUNE

21 *Co l  des Aiguilles d'Arves

23 *Breche de la Meije crossed
25 *Barre des Ecrins, asc. N .  face,

desc. W. arete
27 *Col  de la Pilatte crossed

JULY

A. W.  Moore, Horace Walker,
and E. Whymper

(As above)
(As above)

(As above, with J. Reynaud)

AUGUST
Laquinjoch (first known tourist

crossing)
*Pollux from the Schwarztor

J. Robertson and C. G. Heath-
cote

Jules jacot
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AUGUST
3 *Konigsspitze

3
4 Schreckhorn (2nd asc.)

*Dent Parrachee

5 *Grande Motte
6 *Gr.  Wannehorn
9 Jungfrau f r o m  Lauterbrunnen

(1st asc. from Rothtal side)
10 *Schallijoch Cr. Zmal to Zermatt
10 *Monte Sissone from N.

13 Aletschhorn, 1st tray.
16 Lyskamm from Felikjoch (SW.

arete i s t  tray, of two summits)
16 jungfraujoch, 1st passage from

S. to N.
17 *Aig.  du Tour from E.
22 *Zmal Rothorn by N. arete
25 *Presanella

25 *Co l  Tournanche crossed
28 *Col  de Trelatete crossed

SEPTEMBER

6 C o l  des Gr. Jorasses from French
side

26 *Berglistock

x865
JUNE

16 * G r.  Cornier by E. arete
17 D e n t  Blanche, 3rd asc.
24 G r .  Jorasses, ist  asc. lower sum-

mit
26 *Co l  du Mont Dolent crossed
28 *Piz Roseg
28 * t in te r  Gabelhom
29 *Aig.  Verte from SE.

JULY

I *Wellenkuppe
3 *Co l  de Talefre crossed
5 A i g .  Verte by Moine ridge

6 *Ruinette by SW. arete
6 *Ober Gabelhom from Zermatt

F. F.  Tuckett, E. N. and H. E.
Buxton

T.  Blanford and R. M. Cuthbert
E. von Fellenberg, Chr. Aeby and

Pastor Gerber
T. Blanford and R. M. Cuthbert
R. Lindt, G. Studer
L. Stephen, F. C. Grove, R. J. S.

Macdonald
J. J. Hornby and T.  H. Philpott
D. W. Freshfield, J. D.  'Walker

and R. M. Beachcroft
J. J. Hornby and T.  H. Philpott
L. Stephen and E. N. Buxton

J. J. Hornby and T.  H. Philpott

C. G. Heathcote
L Stephen and F. C. Grove
R. M. Beachcroft, D. W. Fresh-

field and J. D. Walker
F. W. Jacomb and J. A. Hudson
C. E. and G. S. Mathews.

F. Taylor,  A .  Milman, Alfred
and A. W. Wills

Chia. Aeby

E. Whymper
(As above)
(As above)

(As above)
A. W. Moore and H. Walker
Lord Francis Douglas
E Whymper

Lord Francis Douglas
E. Whymper
C. Hudson, T.  S. Kennedy and

G. C. Hodgkinson
E Whymper
A. W. Moore and H. Walker
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J U LY
7 O b e r  Gabelhorn from Zinal
9 *Pigne d'Arolla

14 *Matterhorn from Zermatt

15 M o n t  Blanc by Brenva arete

17 Matterhorn from Breuil
28 *Aig. de Bionnassay from NW.

29 Tr i f t i och  (guideless)
31 *Lauterbrunnen Breithorn, W .

arete

AUGUST
10 Fmsteraarhorn (guideless)
10 Silberhorn, 1st asc. by NW. face
29 Jungfrau from Guggi Gl.

SEPTEMBER

*Mont Blanc de Seilon
18 *Nesthorn, W. arete
19 Brunegghorn by SW. arete

20 *Aig. du Chardonnet from W.

Lord Francis Douglas
A. W. Moore and H. Walker
E. Whymper, C. Hudson, Lord

Francis Douglas and D .  H .
Hadow

A. W. Moore, F. and H. Walker,
and G. S. Mathews

.7. A. Carrel and J. B. Bich
E N .  Buxton, F.  C. Grove and

R. J. S. Macdonald
A., C. and S. Parker
E. von Fellenberg (followed by

J. J. Hornby and T.  H.  Phil-
pott a few minutes later)

A., C. and S. Parker
J. J. Hornby and T.  H. Philpott
H. B .  George and S i r  Geo.

Young

J. 5. Weilenmann
H. B. George and A. Mortimer
G. F. Cobb, W. D. Rawlins, and

R. B. Townsend
R. Fowler

Himalayas: Visit to Spiti district by C. M. Smith.

To run right through the list of principal climbs made during the
Golden Age would be tedious and is unnecessary. Owing to the
welcome given to the writings of Wills, Leslie Stephen, Moore, Tyndall
and Whymper, and to their frequent reprintings, no period of Alpine
adventure is better known to us; there were great and novel climbs to
be narrated, and a number of the books produced have been classics
ever since.

Unlike today, the pioneers tended to keep to snow and ice in
preference to rocks, and no greater change has come over moun-
taineering craft than the immense development of  rock technique
since their days. A t  a time, moreover, when a first ascent could be
made almost any day, anywhere, it was natural to look for the easy way
up and to avoid needless difficulties. Furthermore, huts, maps and
equipment were still elementary and the problem of getting about far
more pronounced than now, when guide-books and sign-posts are
everywhere available.

These men were no mere peak-baggers. Some areas of the Alps
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were almost unknown at that time and the mythical Mont Iseran still
figured on some maps Exploration and science, therefore, were not
neglected and, in addition, served the useful purpose of being good
reasons for following what was regarded in some quarters as at best
an eccentric pursuit.

William Mathews explored the mountains of the Val de Bagnes,
which Forbes had visited in 1842, and was the first Englishman to set
foot on the peaks of the Combin group. T h e  travels of John Ball
have already been referred to. Tuckett, in a brief journey through
the Dauphine in 1862, '  cleared up much of the obscurity that hung
over the topography of this region ' ; Bonney and Mathews had been
there even earlier, and the brilliant campaign of Moore, Walker and
Whymper culminated in the first ascent of the Ecrins in 1864. A
' High Level Route' from Chamonix to Zermatt was opened up,
involving a journey of several days across high glacier passes, and
remained popular for many years.

The walking power, rather than the mere climbing power, of these
pioneers is what strikes the modern reader ; i t  was an era when guide-
less climbing was in little evidence and i t  was the normal thing to
engage a guide or guides to do the heavy work on a climb. B u t  this
did not mean that the initiative lay with the guides ; almost always they
had to be spurred on by their employers to embark upon new climbs,
the guides of Chamonix being the worst of all. W i t h  the exception of
a few men such as Almer, Anderegg and Croz, the average standard of
guiding was low, and if the climbing abilities of amateurs developed in
future years, so did those of the guides.

The Matterhorn in the early 186os provides a good example of the
want of enterprise among guides. Almost all guides declared against

'Anything but Matterhorn, dear sir '  said even Almer, and it
was only at the end of  the era that Peter Taugwalder the elder,
though not in the front rank of guides, recognised, after viewing the
mountain from beyond the Hornli, that its aggressive appearance was
largely delusory. B u t  for the most part, the guides were against the
attempt ; only on the Italian side did a rather different attitude of
mind exist, when it was realised that the peak might become a source
of profit to the valley. Even so, i t  needed the urging of the Abbe
Gorret, of Whymper and, later, of Giordano and of Sella to stir the
Breuil men up to the attempt; and J. A. Carrel was as bad as anyone
in thinking that the Zermatt side of the mountain was impossible."
Indeed, the only people who had had confidence in the Zermatt route
were amateurs : the Parker brothers, guideless, in 186o and 1861, and
T. S. Kennedy in January 1862, though the latter got two guides,
Peter Perren and Peter Taugwalder, to accompany him n o t  that they

10 Scrambles, 6th edn., pp. 66-7, 73, 299. 1 1  Ibid, p. 341.
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got very far_ I n  1865 both Hudson and Whymper had realised its
possibilities as a route, though Whymper was still strongly drawn to
the Italian side.

But it was another matter where snow and ice, and, indeed, general
mixed climbing, were concerned ; here the staying powers of  the
pioneers excite respect and even awc.12 Charles Hudson and
F. Morshead particularly held high places among their contemporaries
for their powers of endurance ; a t  a time when huts did not exist,
parties such as H. B. George's on the first passage of the Mischabeljoch
(1862) or, a little later, Horace Walker's over the Lenzjoch (1869) went
direct from Saas to Zermatt without a bivouac ; Hudson's party, after
the first ascent of  the Aiguille Verte by the Moine ridge, left the
summit at 3 P.M. on July 5 (1865), descended to the Montanvert by
2 A.M. on the 6th, went on to Chamonix and left for Pierre Pointue
at 4  P.M. the same day, and ascended Mont Blanc on the next.
Murray's first edition of his Guide to Switzerland contains the staggering
statement that i f  one started early from Visp one could reach Breuil
the same day, by walking the whole way to Zermatt and then over the
Theodule Pass. Nowadays, most of us who have walked from Visp
to Zermatt (if we walk at all) are glad to rest the night there.

The ascent of the Matterhorn on July 14, 1865, is generally accepted
as marking the end of the Golden Age, though the effects on moun-
taineering of the accident that took place on the descent have perhaps
been exaggerated. Although only three ascents of the mountain were
made in the next two years, the spate of first ascents in other parts of
the Alps was not held up.

The Matterhorn was among the last of the great Alpine peaks to be
climbed. I t  was only conquered after many attempts and was con-
sidered at the time to be the greatest prize in the Alps. F o r  that
reason alone, and quite apart from any notoriety that came to it from
the accident, i t  is fitting that its ascent should mark the closing of
an era.

No survey of the Golden Age would be complete without a mention
of the ALPINE JOURNAL and its forerunner, Peaks, Passes, and Glaciers.
The latter series had the glamour of novelty, but the ALPINE JOURNAL
had little less, though it  was a more formal type of publication. T o
John Ball and William Longman may be given credit for initiating
these journals, and a distinguished series of editors continued what
they began. Wi thout  the resources of the big Continental clubs, i t
has remained an amateur production; yet,  despite the enormous
extension of mountaineering all over the world, and despite the in-
creasing exactitudes of what has now become almost a scientific study,
the JOURNAL has maintained the reputation given to i t  by its earliest

12 Cf. Mummery, My Climbs 1 9 3 6  edn., p. 16o.
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editors, and continues to serve the needs of mountaineering in all
parts of the world.

THE FOUNDING OF THE ALPINE CLUB
The measures taken to bring the Alpine Club into being have been

related by William Longman,13 F. J. A. Hort,14 and A. L. Mumm,15
and in many other books dealing with mountaineering in the 185os.
It is not proposed here to re-tell what has already been sufficiently
described, but to publish the raw material provided in a series of
letters addressed to E. S. Kennedy (1817-98) in the winter of 1857-8,
and which were presented by his widow to the Alpine Club.16

On February 1, 1857, William Mathews ventilated the idea of an
Alpine Club to Hort  and followed i t  up with further letters on
February 16 and June 19.17 A f te r  the eventful ascent of the Fin-
steraarhorn on August 13, 1857, during which the decision to proceed
with the formation of an Alpine Club was reached, E S.  Kennedy
issued a circular inviting those interested in mountaineering to meet
in London,18 and it was, presumably, in the light of the responses he
obtained that the dinner at The Leasowes, Birmingham, was held on
November 6, when plans were advanced a further stage. Kennedy on
his return to London communicated with climbers whose names had
been listed as likely to join 19 and it is the responses to his appeal that
are printed below. Wi l l iam Mathews had stayed with Hort  on
October 26-7, and discussed the projected Club.2°

It may be remarked that no printed circular dated September 22,
1857, exists in the Alpine Club archives w h a t  is printed below is a
copy of the earliest (but undated) circular that the Club possesses,
showing a mere twelve names of Original Members. T h i s  circular
was reissued, with amendments (which are noted below), together with
a letter (signed by Kennedy 21) dated December 1857, which we print
in full. Th is ,  it will be seen, was addressed from 42 Adelaide Road,
Haverstock Hill; according to the Town Clerk, Borough of Hampstead
(letter dated June 3, 1955), ' On the 18 May, 1857, 3O Nov. 1857 and
20th May 1858 a poor rate was levied and on each occasion the occupier
and owner of the premises (42 Adelaide Rd.) was a Mr. Alfred Larke.1
Presumably, the house was rented by E S. Kennedy for J. F. Hardy,
writing on December 20, 1857, speaks of having called at Haverstock
Hill and found both Kennedy and his mother out.

In January 1858 a third circular appeared, which amended that of
December 1857 and added to the list of Original Members.

13 A.J. 8, Appx. pp. 83 sqq. 1 4  A.J. 9. 50.
17 A.J. 9. 50-1.

is A.Y. 19. 173 : according to Charles Pilkington, the circular was dated
September 22, 1857 (a printer's error says 1859).

19 A.J. 8, Appx. 86. 2 1  A. J. cv.8, Appx. p. 86.



EDWARD SHIRLEY KENNEDY (circa z 88o).A prime mover in the formation of the Club, an original member, Vice-President1858-6o, President 1861-3. Born 1817, died 1898.

[To face J.



THE RISE O F  MODERN MOUNTAINEERING, 1 8 5 4 - 6 5  2 5

A. L. Mumm 22 suggests that February 3, 1858, was the true date
of the formation of the Club, and he claims William Longman 23 in
support. I t  is not clear why Longman should have suggested that
this was the day on which the Club ' was definitely constituted ', as no
President was yet elected and there was little to distinguish this meeting
from those before it, except that a dinner was held.

The Minute Book of the Club opens with the meeting on Decem-
ber 221 1857, with E. S. Kennedy in the Chair, and the Minutes may
be quoted in full:

THE A L P I N E  C L U B
MINUTES OF MEETINGS

A meeting of the Alpine Club was held at Ashley's Hotel Covent Garden
on Tuesday, Dec. 22, 1857.

Present
E. S. Kennedy in the Chair.

Messrs. Ames, Anderson, Blomfield, Cabe11, Coleman, Hawkins,
Hinchliff, Shepherd, Walters & Watson.

The Chairman briefly adverted to the formation and progress of the
Club. Let ters were read containing suggestions from absent members.
The rules were taken into consideration and after various alterations had
been made in them, the meeting adjourned to Tuesday, Jan. 19, 1858.

(Signed) E. S. Kennedy.
Jan. 19, 1858.

In the face of this, i t  seems difficult to assert that the Club was not
considered as in  being, though its rules were still fluid. B u t  this
condition existed throughout 1858 and was certainly not stabilised on
February 3.

A small minor point may as well be made here, that i t  is open to
question if the meeting in February was held on the znd or 3rd. T h e
Minutes of January 19, 1858, end by fixing the next meeting ' upon
Tuesday, Feb. 2, to which day the meeting was then adjourned T h e
next meeting however, was dated as ' Tuesday, Feb. 3, 1858 ', and the
Minutes of the previous meeting were signed by Kennedy and dated
February 3, 1858. I n  actual fact, February 3 was a Wednesday, not
a Tuesday. I n  view of  the frequent testimony to the date being
February 3, it seems likely that the day had been altered from Tuesday
to Wednesday.

The letter of December 1, 1857, from Hort to Kennedy 24 is not
among those in the Alpine Club's possession. T h e  earliest in date is
that from the Rev. Isaac Taylor, on November 18, 1857. T h i s  was,

23 A.J. 8, Appx. p. 87. 2 4  A.J. 9. 50.
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presumably, in response to a private letter from Kennedy, and not to
the first circular that we print, for the latter includes T.  Shepherd as
an Original Member (evidently E  J .  Shepherd is meant), whereas
Taylor merely recommends him for membership.

The remaining letters to Kennedy are replies to the December
circular.25

In printing the letters, it has not been thought desirable to reproduce
them in full, or even to give more than a summary of the contents.
Otherwise, a gross amount of repetition, of a most tedious and un-
necessary nature, would be inflicted upon readers.

Copy of first Circular concerning the Alpine Club
THE A L P I N E  C L U B

PRESIDENT
Vice-Presidents

Honorary Secretary
Acting Committee

The object of  the Alpine Club is to facilitate association among those
who possess a similarity of  taste, and to enable its members to make
arrangements for meeting at some suitable locality whence they may in
company undertake any of the more difficult mountain excursions, and
to give to all an opportunity of consulting the maps and books to be placed
in the rooms which it is expected the Club will eventually possess. T h e
members wil l  occasionally dine together at their own expense, but the
funds of the Club will be made available when on suitable occasions the
Club is favoured by the presence of geographical explorers, or by that
of other guests of celebrity.

Proposed Rules
I.

The Club shall be called the Alpine Club.

II.
The management of the Club shall be vested in the President, in the

two Vice-Presidents, in the Honorary Secretary, who shall also under-
take the monetary affairs of the Club, and in the Acting Committee of
Five Members.

I I I .
All the Officers of the Club and the Committee shall be elected annually

by ballot.
25 Thumbnail sketches of some of the founder members of the Club will be

found in the Jubilee Presidential Address by Bishop Forrest Browne —21i
24. i .  Other  details are, of course, in Mumm's Alpine Club Register, Vol. I .
An analysis of  Mumm's three volumes, in terms of the professions of  the
members of the Club, is attempted in A.J. 58. 127-8.
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IV.
The name of every candidate for membership shall be submitted to all

existing members of the Club ten days or more before the day of balloting.
Every candidate shall be proposed, seconded, and balloted for, and one
black ball in five shall exclude.

V.
A candidate who has been blackballed shall not be again proposed

within eighteen months.
VI.

Each member shall on entrance pay the sum of One Guinea, and One
Guinea subscription. T h e  subscription to be due January i  i n  each
year.

VII .
A candidate shall not be eligible unless he shall have ascended to the

top of a mountain 13,000 feet in height.

VII I .
The Officers of the Club, together with the Committee, shall have the

power o f  electing suitable persons as honorary and corresponding
members.

Ix .
The Club shall dine together in February and in May, and the dinner

shall be paid for by those who have not four days previously signified to
the Honorary Secretary their intention of being absent. Eve ry  member,
upon giving due notice, shall be at liberty to introduce at his own expense
one friend to the dinners of the Club.

Original Members
Charles Ainslie
E L .  Ames
T. W. Hinchliff
E. S. Kennedy
William Longman
B. St. [sic] Mathews

Edward Mathews
William Mathews
Rev. T.  [sic] Shepherd
Rev. Isaac Taylor
Henry Trower
Alfred Wills

Second Circular concerning the Alpine Club
The second circular was issued in December 1857 and was very

similar to the first. T h e  only changes were in the statement of the
objects of the Club ; an addition to Rule IX ; and several new names
of original members.

The objects of the Club were re-worded to read as follows :
' The Alpine Club will facilitate association among those who possess
a similarity of taste, and will enable its members to make arrangements
for meeting at some suitable locality whence they may in common


