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MEeETINGS of the Club have been held on the under-mentioned dates :(—

1953 : Ewverest.
Sept. 14. A joint meeting with the Royal Geographical Somety in the

Royal Festival Hall at 8.15 p.M., when the first account of the
climbing of Mt. Everest was given by Sir John Hunt, Sir Edmund
Hillary and Mr. Alfred Gregory. Sir Edwin Herbert, President
of the A.C. and Chairman of the Joint Himalayan Committee of
the A.C. and R.G.S., opened the proceedings, and Mr. J. M.
Wordie, President of the R.G.S. (and a former Vice-President of
the A.C. ) made the concluding remarks.

Two further joint meetings with the R.G.S. were held : on
October 19, in the Central Hall, Westminster, at 8.15 p.M., and on
November 2, at 3 p.M., in the Royal Festival Hall. The latter

meeting was in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen ; H.M.

Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother ; H.R.H. the Duke of
Edinburgh, Patron of the Everest Expedition; H.R.H. the
Duchess of Gloucester ; and H.R.H. the Duchess of Kent,

The first showing of the film of Mt. Everest was on October 21
at the Warner Theatre, in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen

and H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh.

October 6. Mr. D. L. Busk gave an address on ‘ Elizabeth Peak—

Ruwenzori.’

November 10. Sir John Hunt addressed the Club on the organisation

and planning of the Everest Expedition 1953, and on the lessons
to be learned from it. Since it was presumed that the members
present had heard one or other of the public lectures on the actual
climbing of Everest, Sir John dwelt rather on equipment problems
(including oxygen); food, acclimatisation, weather and other
factors.

In a lengthy discussion that followed, Dr. Longstaff, Mr. Tilman,
Dr. C. B. M. Warren, Mr. Busk, Dr. Finzi and Wing-Commander
Beauman took part. Mr. Tilman expressed concern at the vogue
for oxygen that seemed to be growing nowadays. Dr. Warren
thought that whereas earlier expeditions had not really been
interested in oxygen, the 1953 party had succeeded by basing their
assault plan on its use. He thought, too, that a marked feature
had been the good appetites maintained by the party, and this he
attributed to the anti-dehydration measures taken rather than to
choice of food.

Wing-Commander Beauman asked if Sir John Hunt had come
to any conclusions about the height of Everest ; he believed the
Swiss estimated the summit as some 200-300 ft. higher than the
traditional 29,002 ft. Sir John, replying to this question, said
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they had come to the conclusion that Everest was possibly 100-
200 ft. higher than the ofhicial figure.

Before the meeting, Sir John Hunt presented to the Club a piece
of stone brought down from the topmost rocks of Everest by
Sir Edmund Hillary. '

December 7. (ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING). The following Officers
of the Club for 1954 were declared elected :—

Vice-President : Dr. T. Howard Somervell, in the place of
Mr. G. E. Howard, whose term of office expired.

Members of Committee : Brigadier Sir John Hunt, Dr. R. C.
Evans, Mr. H. N. Fairfield, Mr. K. C. Smith and Mr. W. P.
Packard, in the places of Lord Hailsham, Colonel Tobin, Mr.
Alexander Harrison, Mr. Byam-Grounds and Mr. E. Viney, who
retired by rotation.

The following were re-elected :—

President : Sir Edwin Herbert.

Vice-President : Mr. H. E. L. Porter.

Hon. Treasurer : Mr. R. W. Lloyd.

Hon. Secretary : Mr. B. R. Goodfellow.

Members of Committee : Mr. A. D. B. Side, Mr. J. H. Emlyn
Jones, Mr. R. P. Mears, and Mr. F. H. Keenlyside.

Auditors : Mr. G. W. Harris and Mr. J. R. Amphlett were
elected Auditors for the ensuing year.

Monsieur Bernard Pierre gave an address on the climbing of
Salcantay in the Peruvian Andes.

1954-

February 2. At this Meeting the President extended the congratula-
tions of the Club to Lord Schuster (who was present) and to
Mr. Walter Barrow, who had attained the sixtieth anniversary of
their election to the Club.

He also announced that the Committee had elected to Honorary
Membership the two famous Italian mountaineers, G. B. and G. F.
Gugliermina, whose acceptances had been received.

Captain H. R. A. Streather then gave an address on the American
K2 Expedition of 1953.

March 2. Mr. R. M. Viney read a paper on the ascent of the Grandes
Jorasses by the Tronchey aréte, and other climbs in 1953.

April 6. The Club Accounts for 1953 were submitted by Mr. R. W.
Lloyd, Hon. Treasurer, and adopted.

Mr. J. B. Tyson gave an address on ‘ Explorations in the Ap1
and Nampa Group, Western Nepal.’

May 4. Mr. Michael Wilson gave an address entitled * Colour from
Zermatt,’ 1llustrated by a fine series of colour slides.

May 25. An extra meeting of the Club was held in this month to
hear addresses given by Dr. Walter Frauenberger and Her-
Hermann Buhl on the climbing of Nanga Parbat.
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