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THE FIGHT FOR KANGCHENJUNGA, 1929.

BY PAUL BAUER.

(Translated.)

Top JOKED mountaineers have assaulted Himalayan peaks for
a generation. T h e  last great fight for Everest enthralled

the world. Since its tragic ending no one has striven for
the greater heights; i t  seemed as if mankind had found itself
too weak to struggle upwards in such lofty zones. B u t  this
belief could not last; a  time had to come, another generation
had to continue the struggle.

We, young German mountaineers, were left to ourselves;
the necessary effort had to depend on our own initiative. W e
had behind us the experience of those latter years of the
World-War, of hundreds of trying mountain expeditions, some
bordering on the limits of  possibility, and, greatest of  all,
we were bound by an infrangible sense of comradeship.

In January 1929 we resolved to p i t  ourselves against the
giants of the Himalaya.

All my companions were experienced mountaineers :1 Eugen
Allwein of Munich t h e  conqueror of Mt. Kaufmann Peter
Aufschnaiter of  Kitzbithel, Ernst Beigel of Munich, Julius
Brenner of Kaufbeuren, Wilhelm Fendt of Munich, Karl von
Kraus of Munich, Joachim Leupold of Arnstadt, and Alexander
Thoenes of Speyer. A l l  belonged to the most enterprising class
of Munich mountaineers and were members of the A.A.V.M.,
the fairy godmother of the expedition. The Central Committee
of the D. & (RAN. also assisted us.

Of the preparations for the expedition, entailing a vast
amount of work, I will say nothing.

On the voyage through the Mediterranean towards India,
we were uncertain whether our goal was Sikkim or the Central
Himalaya; we did not know whether we could obtain per-
mission to enter Sikkim or not. A  month later, in Darjeeling,
our destination was settled, and we set out bound for the
Kangchenjunga massif, without knowing, however, for certain
whether we should be able to set foot on the mountain itself.

1 Dr. Bauer was leader of the 1928 Bavarian expedition to the
Caucasus A.J.  41, 166-9.
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Our first duty was to ascertain whence the peak could be
approached and how it could be tackled. T h e  Nepal approach
was out of the question, since permission to enter that State
had not then reached us. Act ing on information obtained
in Darjeeling, I  settled on the Gangtok-Lachen-Zemu Glacier
route, choosing this plan out of the many proposed.

Following requests conveyed by letter, the Darjeeling secre-
tary of  the Himalayan Club, Lt . -Colonel Tobin, and Mr.
Shebbeare, transport officer of the [1924] Everest expedition,
had for weeks been collecting porters fo r  us. Everyone,
especially the Chief of Police, Mr. Landenla, assisted us to the
utmost of their ability.

Three days after our arrival, the first half of the expedition
6 Germans and 44 porters, sirdar, cook, etc. l e f t  Darjeeling.
The second half, 3 Germans and 42 porters, followed two days
later; wi th  these came Colonel Tobin, who for the following
weeks was our guide, philosopher and friend. E igh t  days
later the head of the column attained Lachen and began at
once preparing a path through the forests of the Zemu valley.
Ten days later, August 18, the base camp (Camp I I I )  was
established on the Green Lake plateau at a height of 14,343 ft.
Equipment and parties were ready, and we began the explora-
tion of the N.E. side of Kangchenjunga, as well as testing our
own fitness for so unwonted an undertaking: 3 Germans and
2 porters started for the Simvu massif, 2 Germans and 1 porter
for the foot of Kangchenjunga, another party broke ground
in the direction of the chain N. of the Zemu Glacier. T h e
Simvu party slept the first night on the S. side of the Zemu
Glacier where it bends towards the S. at a height of 15,600 ft.
It snowed in the night and thick clouds enveloped the party,
so that only towards 9 A.M. could the steep N.E. moraine of
the Simvu Glacier be ascended. T h e  ice was then entered on
at a height of about 16,000 ft.

Here, for the first and last time, the action of a porter delayed
the party. However, the other porter, Lewa, added to his
own pack the principal part of his comrade's load, leaving him
some warm clothing so that nothing could happen to him.
This casualty was sent back on the first opportunity. T h e
Simvu Saddle was attained on the same day, where snow
recommenced, so that camp had to be pitched lower down;
here the missing porter, driven by hunger, rejoined the party.
On the following day, turning some difficult places close to the
saddle, the party bore upwards along the ridge of the Simvu
Peak. T h i c k  cloud boiled al l  around, and as this never
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diminished during the many hours spent under shelter of a
Zdarsky sack, a descent was made to the camp.

On the following day i t  cleared, with a  temperature o f
— 11O (C.). Soon the Sahibs had again reached the ridge and
for the first time perceived the summit of the Simvu Peak,
from which they were separated, however, by a torn glacier
lying considerably lower down. T h e  ridge on which they
stood led first southward over several elevations, each to
be reckoned in the Alps as a separate peak, then eastward
towards the main summit, in the then circumstances and time
available quite impossible of access. A n  attempt was made
to reach the nearest point, but the slopes were so steep and
in such bad condition fresh snow on ice—that they could
not be touched. A t  a height of 18,500 ft. the party turned
regretfully downwards.

The Kangchenjunga party, accompanied for part o f  the
way by Colonel Tobin, was more favoured by weather, although
only a short distance away from the Simvu detachment. T h e
day was mostly clear, the fresh snow fallen in the night
vanished in the early hours of sunshine. W e  had two ob-
jectives as possible routes: the  E. arete leading from the
Zemu Gap, and the N. arete connecting Kangehenjunga with
the Twins. T h e  E. ar tete is terrifically long, with many ups
and downs, as well as terribly exposed to wind; i t  could only
be attempted if quite free from technical difficulties, and, in
any case, leads at the best to the second of the lower tops.
The N. arete, on the contrary, rises regularly, is relatively
sheltered and comparatively short. I f  i t  could be reached
from the depression 2 between the Twins and Kangchenjunga,
then was the best route up the mountain found. Th is  hope,
however, came to naught; from the depression a tremendous
icy and corniche-crowned rock wall falls, at a  terrible angle
for some 3500 ft., to the Twins Glacier. E v e n  i f  this wall
could possibly be forced by regular assault, it was nevertheless
obviously impracticable to bring up porters day by day, for
weeks on end, i n  such an attempt 1 A s  a  last resort we
examined a spur splitting off on this side, high up from the
N. arote, and plunging down towards the E. I t s  upper part
was clearly feasible, but the reverse appeared to be the case
with the lower. T h e  '  KangchenJunga ' party, convinced of
the impossibility of  '  Munich Gap,' studied this N.E. spur

2 Colonel Tobin was kind enough to christen this depression
' Munich Gap.'
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from both sides f rom the Twins and from the upper Zemu
Glaciers. T h e  aspect of  the lower part, crowned by many
vertical ice pinnacles, was terrible. Gullies, clefts and ribs
in the slopes of these pinnacles left, however, an avenue of
hope, despite all appearances to the contrary. F o r  a moun-
taineer i t  i s  the one remaining possibility o f  access t o
Kangchenjunga from this side, and the more closely I  studied
these pinnacles the more was I  convinced of the possibility
of this spur and of the necessity for an attempt.

The '  Northern' party had perceived from the elevation
near Camp I I I  (ca. 17,000 ft.), in the centre of the chain N. of
the Zemu Glacier, another glacier flowing gently from a snow
saddle in a W. to E. direction and of several kilometres in
length, which then turned sharp to the S. Camp was pitched
on a grassy terrace some 16,000 ft. high, close to the tongue
of this glacier. T h e  fine weather of the following morning
soon changed for the worse, compelling an alteration of plans
and an attempt on the nearest elevation of the chain. A s
this elevation, reached b y  an intermediate buttress, was
attained (ca. 19,000 ft.) the weather became completely over-
cast, and the party, after a long wait, accordingly descended.
The weather continued so bad for the following days that
the party, having stayed for two days in camp, returned from
their fruitless reconnaissance.

On August 24 and 25 we were all reassembled in the Base
Camp. O u r  experiences had shown that equipment and party
were sufficient. T h e  porters had proved themselves. Although
still in  the monsoon season, the weather was very similar
to an unreliable summer in the Alps ; there were frequent
but desultory storms. W e  had all, without exception, become
acclimatized t o  altitude and had not belied our reputed
capabilities o f  carrying heavy loads. Accordingly we felt
ready to come to grips with Kangchenjunga. A s  Nepal was
still closed territory to us w e  should otherwise have explored
the N.W. slopes of this tremendous peak from the Kangchen-
junga Glacier w e  began our assault on the N.E. spur, which
had at any rate one redeeming feature, its immunity from
avalanches.

The high-altitude porters were fitted ou t  wi th  clothes,
boots, goggles, crampons, axes and ropes. Superfluous and
useless men, among whom were 10 former Everest porters,3

3 I t  is but fair to add, as the Editor of the Himalayan Journal
points out (boe. cit., 1930, p. 18), that several of these men notably
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were left behind. W e  took 17 Sherpas and 8 Bhutias, of whom
5 only were on Everest. Whi le Colonel Tobin started for
Darjeeling by the Yumtso La and Tulung Monastery, we set off
from the base in three parties composed each of 3 Germans
and 6-8 porters. T h e  dates were August 26,28 and 30. Whi le
the first party pitched the advanced base camp (VI) at the
foot of Kangchenjunga, at a height of 16,183 ft., making a
route through the icefall above the camp, the last was busy
with the forwarding of stores and remaining loads to Camp

A first attempt to scale the 700 ft. high icefall failed. T h e
way led under threatening seracs and astride ice ridges
as high as houses; we even had to rope down on the return.
This mute, impossible for porters, gave us, however, a glimpse
of the upper glacier basin leading fairly gently to the foot of
the wall and the lower doubtful part of the precipitously rising
S.E. slope of the N.E. spur. O n  the following day we found a
feasible route further W.

As the last party reached Camp V I  we were fairly sure
of the route, without in the slightest degree comprehending
what difficulties it might afford. W e  had trained the keenest
porters in axe and crampon work, and especially in the manner
of belaying themselves and rope management. F rom the
uppermost glacier basin it did not appear impossible to attain
the more level portion of the crest of the N.E. spur over its
2800 f t .  steep slope or  wall. F r o m  a fresh camp (VIIa,
17,749 ft.) at the foot of the slope under overhanging rocks,
we tried to force our way. F i rs t  zigzagging about over snowy
ledges, under perpendicular steps trying to avoid stones and
avalanches, we crawled slowly upwards. Great boulders, a
cubic metre in size, flying into space compelled a sharp look-out;
we had nearly attained the crest when the weather worsened
so much that a return became obligatory. O n  the following
day a larger party, 4 Germans and 3 porters, started off up
the same route, provided with bivouac equipment and food.
Their duty was to prepare a fresh camp on the crest of the
spur. The  weather was perfect. Wha t  could only be seen
dimly through thick cloud yesterday, now lay quite clear before
us. The  steep slope leading up to the lowest depression in
Lobsang, who rendered splendid services on Kangchenjunga in 1930,
and Sonam Tangay—had but recently returned from the fatally
insane ' Farmer ' expedition, during which they had narrowly avoided
death by starvation. Namgya, my trusty '  personal' Bhutia in
the 1922 Everest expedition, had been severely frost-bitten on that
mountain in 1924; he also had to fall out early. E .  L. S.
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the ridge was seamed with countless ice flutings between which
rose sharp, serrated and corniche-covered ribs. T h e  traverse
of this slope, appearing possible only yesterday, now seemed
impracticable. W e  tried to climb straight up, but soon the
entire party of 7  stood spread-eagled one above the other
on the smooth icy slopes without the slightest means of security.
We came to a full stop. I  now scrambled up to the leader,
Allwein; the  wall was very hard, i t  was impossible for all
the party to proceed, especially as the last 5 were in the gravest
danger of stonefall. Aufschnaiter and I  at  once led down
the 3 porters, while Allwein and Thoenes tried to reach the
ridge without packs. Th i s  attempt failed also, owing to steep
slabs and treacherous snowy bosses. O n  the following day
Allwein and Thoenes reached the ridge by a steep ice gully
more to the right; this gully was too hard, however, for the
porters, while the ridge, crowned by snowy hummocks 40-50 ft.
high, falling away further on in a perpendicular gap 200 f t .
deep, seemed impracticable.

Opinions in Camps VI and VII  were very divided. I  opted
for an attempt on the E. arete from the Zemu Gap, but could
not decide on the abandonment of  the N.E. spur without
a most determined attack. Accordingly we pitched camp
900 ft. higher up the slope or wall, for a last and conclusive
attempt on  the following morning. T h e  porters had an
optimistic feeling about the result ; before returning to the
lower camp, Keddar, grinning all over, produced a white veil
from his breast-pocket and fluttered it over us as a talisman.

During the night, while distant lightning flickered with ghostly
effect over the final pyramid of  Kangchenjunga, we spoke
somehow for long o f  a  remarkable contrast o f  the marble
château of Hollebeke where we had lain in the front room
around the piano on precious carpets stretched on marble
friezes, while in the back rooms enemy shells exploded and
of its once occupier, Cleo de Merode, who had certainly not
deserved our thoughts here in the heart of the Himalaya 1

On the following day the weather was uncompromisingly
bad; still, a decision had to be taken now: no other choice
was possible, we had to try to hew a breach in the countless
snow bosses and force a slow progress up the slope to the
ridge. T h e  first man, well belayed, began his arduous snow
labour. I t  seemed a hazardous beginning to trust to these
vertically rising hummocks, springing many feet upwards
from their slabby foundations. W i t h  time, however, progress
was possible; icicles, thick as a man's arm, interwoven with
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the neve, gave a quite unhoped-for security, even when profound
chasms gaped out in the retaining curtain. T h e  leader cut
carefully upwards, 15 minutes at a time, to maintain his strength
at this great elevation. A t  last, after 75 minutes, a way had
been hewed through the first rib and up the gully, so contrived
that laden porters could be fairly secured. Other leaders
succeeded each other, but soon the labour had to be abandoned
as small avalanches began pouring down the gully. W e  turned
back care-free at the thought that we had discovered the
necessary technique for making the formidable slope possible
for loaded porters, even if we had not reached the crest that
day. W e  had taught ourselves by a remarkable and new kind
of ice-technique how to turn obstacles safely, and, above all,
had learnt that even at this height i t  was possible to undergo
the hardest step-cutting.

Further snowfall on the following day compelled a retreat
to Camp VI. A f t e r  one fine day, employed in another attack
on the ridge, again a great snowfall occurred, and avalanches
drove us to evacuate once more Camp VII. A n  entire day in
deep fresh snow was spent in removing the equipment from
Camp VII to VI.

On September 13 the weather at last cleared up, and fresh
parties set out for the ridge. A s  it appeared highly questionable
whether the difficulties o f  the N.E. spur now becoming
highly evident in the uppermost parts of the crest could be
overcome, it was settled that 3 Europeans and 2 porters should
be detached to reconnoitre the approaches from the Zemu
Gap. T h e  first attempt towards the Gap, on September 4,
had led to no conclusions owing to continuous bad weather.
Camp VIIb was pitched at 18,569 ft. in the wall and christened
the Adlerhorst ' (eyrie), as i t  was placed on a rock barely
7 ft. square overhanging the precipitous slope below a tre-
mendous perpendicular tower t h e  Winklerthurm.' We  had
two Camps VII. T h e  first lower down, VITa, was abandoned
later on and we used only the upper camp, 900 ft. higher up,

Two more days of strenuous step-cutting in ice brought us
to the crest of the ridge and a scene of incomparable splendour.
Nearly vertically below us lay the Twins Glacier, while slopes
of 60' led downwards, on the further side, to the Zemu Glacier.
Icy and shining pinnacles led upwards for 6500 ft .  I n  a
wide cirque above us towered the ice-slopes of Tent Peak,
the Twins, Kangchenjunga, Simvu, above the two mighty
glacier basins. Avalanches thundered i n  continuous i c y


