










156 A lpine Notes.

The C.A.F . has built a new Club hut, REFUGE DE CHAMBEYRON,
situa ted at a height of 2640 m. above the Lac Premier and easily
accessible from FouiUouse (St . Paul d'Ubaye). The hut will much
facilit ate the ascent s of the Aiguille and Brec de Chambeyron.
From La Montagn e, 1927, p. 103.

AIGUILLES DU DU BLE.- M. E. R. Blanchet writes: ' " A.J ."
38, 309, speaks of a 60 m. chimney on the [upper part of] Aigui lle
M ediane (4097 m, Vallot) This should be reduced to a 45-50 m.
chimney. August 26, 1926.-M. J . Chaubert and myself with
Alfred Bozon succeeded in climbing the W. face of the Pointe
Carmen r4109 m., Vallot; No.2 of the Aiguilles du Diable]. Armand
Charlet , having at ta ined the summit by the " de Lepiney " rout e
(N. face), threw down t wo ropes t o th e first mentioned. By these
means they were able t o climb t he long practi cally vertical, almost
holdless, and in one part overhanging, chimney which is the key t o
the ascent . A 40 m. rope " en rappel " is essential for the descent .
This rout e is shorter, less glazed and altogether better th an the
" de Lepiney " one for the descent. As a means .of ascent it is, of
course, impossible without a rope, and even then requires an
extraordinary and susta ined effort .

' From the gap between l' I solee [4114 m., Vallot] t o the foot of
the great chimney in the W. face, th ere are no serious difficulti es.'

SATTELHORN (3745 m. = 12,287 ft.). - ' We ascended by a large
snow couloir, descending to the S. of theSattelliicke. As it was icy
we climbed very rotten rocks on the S. side t ill t he couloir narr owed,
then crossed on to the N. side on t o more rotten rocks; after climb­
ing some difficult slabs where the rocks were sound, we reached the
snowy part of the S.W. arete not far below the summit. On the
descent we followed scree slopes on the N. slope of the S.W. arete
ti ll close to t he Sattelliicke---we were, however, far t oo much on
the Lotechenthal side ; accordingly, a series of traverses leading
easily down to the Sattelliicke, were only attained by a very awkward
traverse over rot t en rocks. The t ime of 55 mins., from th e Sattel­
Iiicke t o the Sattelhorn, given in the " Climbers' Guide " appears
very fast .'

GrSIGHORN (3182 m. = 10,440 ft .).- ' The point marked 3182 m.
(S. map) is not t he highest point, this being a point midway between
point 3182 m. and the Gisigpass. The descript ion in the " Climbers'
Guide" (Bernese Oberland, i. part 2, p. 152) appeared to us at the
ti me to apply t o the ascent of point 3182 m., and not to the higher
summit . H aving reached point 3182 m. in It hr s. from the foot of
the peak, 40 mins, st renuous exertion on the narrow ridge were
requir ed before attaining the summit .'

HOHSTOCK (3175 m, = 10,417 ft. ).-' Route 1 (and also 2b) pro­
vides interest ing climbing on the S.E. arete , while th e direct ascent
from the S. up the central buttress (" Climbers' Guide," route 2,
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p. 158) is comparatively easy-rather in contravent ion of the
" Climbers' Guide. '" [See ' A.J .' 17, 596-7 .]

, Start in the case of the Sattelhorn was from the Ober Aletsch
Club hut; from Belalp in the other two cases. Sept ember 2,
4, and 6, 1926, Messrs. R. G. Smith, J . W. and H. Booth .'

H . BOOTH.

PIZZI P.nti (3912 m. = 12,835 ft.) , traverse to PIZ BERNlNA
(4055 m. = 13,304 ft .). This very unusual combina tion was carried
out on August 31, 1925, by Mr. H. Boot h with Theodor Biner and
Jo hann Gross. The very fast time s were as follows :-Diavolezza,
dep . 01.30 ; Piz Palii (Central Summit) , 05.45 ; Piz Bernina, 08.15­
09.00; foot of ' Labyrinth,' 10.45- 11.15 ; Morterat sch Restaurant,
12.45. The original intention was t o descend by th e N. arete, but
this appeared to be impract icable.- H. BOOTH.

The new and excellent COAZCLUB HUT has taken the place of the
old Mortel hut in the Rosegth al, th e lat t er havin g now been pulled
down. The Coaz hut is the propert y of the Sekt ion c Rh aetia ' of
the S.A.C., of which section the lat e Herr J . Coaz was th e founder,
president, and also honorary member. The hut affords accommoda­
tion for 30-35 persons. In conformity with the decree of the S.A.C.
that th e object of these huts being to provide shelter for serious
mountaineers only, any suggestion of new Club huts being run as
, Inns ' has been st rictly vetoed. The Coaz hut will, of course, be
inspected periodically.

THE SILS LAKE PROJEcT.- We und erstand that th e scheme has,
unhappily, not yet been shelved. The 'antonal authorit ies are
stated to be unfavourable to it, as are all the Upper En gadine
hotel-keepers. The Sekt ion ' Bernina,' S.A.C., with other societies,
is conducting a vigorous struggle to prevent the threatened desecra­
ti on of thi s the most beautiful part of the Upper Eng adine .
The veter an Christian Klucker has actually protested before the
Federal Council, Berne, on the subject in what, we have heard, was
a great oration. There are now hopes that the lake will be declared
a ' nat ional sanctuary ' and th at the communes owning the lake
(Sils and Stamp a, Bregaglia) will be compensated for any loss arising
from the abandonment of th e scheme.

We underst and that t he proj ect was to provide power for It aly ,
that the sum of 50,000,000 (Swiss) francs was promised, and that th e
level of the lake would be redu ced by no less th an 40 ft. Moreover,
the entire Bregaglia slope of the Maloja Pass is bound to suffer from
the picturesque point of view from th e presence of pipes leading
down from th e sluices at the head of th e lake.

The H otel Waldhaus, Sils Maria, has been partially destroyed by
fire, It will be rebuilt before the coming summer season.
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A permanent ' shelt er hut ' is to be placed, as soon as possible, on
the COLLE KENNEDY (between t he point 3286 m., I. map, Punta
K ennedy, and the N. aret e, proper, of Monte Disgrazia). This may 8

facilit ate ascents of Monte Disgrazia from Val Malenco by the
original ' Pilkington ' route, ' A.J .' 11, 245-53. The dimensions
of these ' shelt er huts ' are described in ' A.J .' 38, 136.

Owing to the frequent overcrowding of the MARINELLI Inn
(which has virtually taken the place of the ancient C.A.I. Club
hut), Bernina Group, a new inn is to be opened this summer on the
BOCCHETTA delle FORBICI, 2662 m. = 8734 ft ., sit uated on the way
from Chiesa to the Marinelli and about It hr. distant from the latter .
The Marinelli is the best situated centre for expeditions in th e
Bernina Group . Other new or restored C.A.I . Club huts, all run
as inns , are to be found on the PASSO DI CORNAROSSA, c. 2850 m.,
and on the Alpe ArRALE, 2078 m. Thus, three Club hutsnow exist
on th e S. slopes of Monte Disgrazia, and Chiesa becomes, as stated
by Melchior Anderegg in 1862 (' A.J.' 1, 5), the best starting-point
for that mountain.

INNS IN THE WESTERN GRAIANS.-A small but excellent hot el has
been opened at Champagny-le-Bas. The Hotel de la Grand e
Sassiere at Tignes is said to be comforta ble and the prices reasonable.

We understand that the late Mr. Coolidge's valuable library has
been bought by a Swiss syndicate for public and private libraries
in Switzerland.

The Erzherzog Joh ann's Hiitt e on the GROSS GLOCKNER is to be
rebuilt , and subscriptions are being asked for. These should be
sent to Herr J. A. Weiss, Beatrixgasse 32, Vienna, iii.

The well-known guides Enrico Gaspari of Cortina and 'I'heophile
(son of the late Louis) Theyt az of Zinal visited Great Britain this
spring . They are reported to be climbing, respectively; in Arran
and Skye and the Lake District. Alphonse (son of Pierre) Blanc is
in Wales.

Mllf. de Segogne and Chevalier visited the Welsh hills at Easter ,
while MM. Cordier and Morin (all of the G.H.M. of the C.A.F.) were
in the Lakes. M. Cordier, unfortunately, met with a severe accident
while climbing: he is reported to be doing well.

S.A.C. HUTs.- The number of visitors to the various Club huts
during 1926 is given as 46,076, as against 43,855 in 1926. The Boval

8 The trouble will be to reach this hut through the aeracs of th e
Ventina Glacier during the afternoon. A more suitable spot would
have been above the Ventina Chalets.
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Hut , with 3145 visitors, as usual , holds the palm for popularity,
while the Balmhorn Hut, with 65, has displaced the Sciora as the
least frequented. I n the 97 huts, the percent age of S.A.C. members
to all visitors works out as 36·5. From Die Alpen.

I learn with much regret that Mr. W. H . White, the manager of
Messrs. Spottiswoode's Printing Works at Colchester, passed away
on February 11. I had many opportunities, during my 18 years'
connexion with the ALPINE JOURNAL, of appreciating Mr. White's
sterling charact er, his keen sense of humour and his ver satile
interests. I was much indebted to him for ever willing assistance.

Mr. L . G. J enkinson, who, for some year s, had acted as his deputy,
has been appointed his successor.

J . P. F.
I desire fully to associat e myself with Captain F arrar 's remarks.

E. L. S.

A COpy of the first volume of Bourrit's Nouvelle Description des
Glacieres, 1787, has been placed in the A.C. library. This volume
has the bookplate of C. Davy; and a leaf has been inserted at the
end upon which the following app ears in, apparently, Bourrit 's
handwriting:

' De Salenche a chide [? Chedde] une beure j. La vous irez a
l'ext remite du lac de chede 9 pour yadmirer l'aspect du Sixte. Arrive
dans la val lee de Chamouni a une Iieue en delta du Bourg du Prieure
a l'endroit nomme Monquart la vous demanders pour vous conduire
au Bosson l'un des fils Simon-Ie Vieux-

'Ie lendemain vour irez au Montanvert et sur la mer de glace
le soir a l' arveron.

, A Monquart le pere Simon, ou son fils le rond-
, a Chamouni Jaques Balmat Marie Coutet X X Michel Paccard

X ou son neveu Ie Grand Jorasse.'

At the foot of the sheet is the following;
, N.B.-Directi ons given to me by Monr. Bourrit on} Jul 1788 '

my leavin g Geneva for Cha mouni.-C. D. y .

Mr. Montagnier writ es to Captain Farrar: 'C. Davy was evidently
the man who translated into English Bourrit's little 1773 book.
There is a copy of t he translation in the A.C.L. in which you will
find t he list of subscribers. The lat t er is worth examining as it
contains the names of a lot of celebrated people. It is interesting
to find that the author and t he translator actually met in Geneva
in 1788.

'Copies of Bourrit's book with MS. inst ru ctions in his hand-

9 See fronti spiece to t he present number .
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writing at the end are pretty common. I found one a few years
ago. For nearly 50 years old Bourrit was a recognised authority
on the Chamonix valley, and every summer dozens of En glish
visitor s used to call on him at his home in Geneva to ask his advice.
If they bought a copy of his book on t he glaciers of Savoy he almost
invariably wrot e at the end a page or two of inst ruct ions for their
benefit.'

A full account of the life of Charles Davy, 1722-1 797, who trans­
lat ed Bourrit 's book jointly with his brother Frederick, will be found
in t he ' Diet . of Nat. Biograph y.' The real name of Le Grand
J orasse or J oras was Lombard Meunier (see' Annals of Mt. Blanc,'
p . 40).

WINTER ASCENTs.-We learn that the .Central (3970 m.) and
Eastern (3911 m.) summits of the MEIJE were climbed on February 13
of this year by MM. P . Dalloz, A. Arnaud and F. Scheibli . Leaving
the Refuge de l'Aigle at 09.00 , they attained the Central summit at
12.30, thence descending to the Tabuchet Glacier, the reascent to
the Eastern summit was commenced at 16.00, and the top at ta ined
at 18.00. Profit ing by the brilliant moonlight, the Refuge was
regained at 20.30. The par ty are reported to have experienced a
violent wind on the mountains and considerable danger from' slab '
avalanches in the descent from the Refuge to La Grave. M. Dalloz,
it will be remembered, made the first winter ascent of the Western
summit (3987 m .) on March 16-17 , 1926, ski being worn as far as
t he foot of the Promontoire, which has caused the expedit ion to
have been described as ' a ski ascent of the Meije ' !

GRANDE CASSE (3861 m. = 12,668 ft. ), December 31, 1926.­
Under severe but good condition s, a French party consisting of
six persons, three amateurs and t hree guides, attained this summit
by the ordinary or Glacier des Grands Couloirs route . Less than
4t hrs . were required from the Refuge Felix Faur e to the summit.
Ski were not employed. This is st ated to be only the second winter
ascent of the mountain, t he first hav ing taken place in 1899. From
La Montagne, 1927, p. 116.

TOUR OF PIZ BERNINA.-March 6-7, 1926 : Miss Margaret Ward
(aged 21) with the guides Platz and Hauser of Pontresina : Left
Roseg Restaur ant, 08.30, up Roseg Glacier, and over Sella Pa ss ;
down Upper Scerscen Glacier to Marinelli Club hut, 14-.45 (61 hours).
Weather fine at first , then snowstorm from midway up Roseg
Glacier to hut . March 7 : Marinelli Hut . dep . 07.30; over Lower
Fellaria Glacier, up Sasso Rosso ' Pass,' thence down Palii Glacier
to Alp Griim, arriving foot of glacier 12.45, and Alp Griim (Bernina
Railway) 13.50 (6 hours 20 mins.). Fine weather, favourable snow
condit ions. The ' times ' are exceedingly fast , and show what
young Briti sh mountaineers are capable of.


