
The Ftirst Ascent of the Ober-Gabell~orn, 278 

Dreading a ~ont~inuance  of these orgies I seized t,he 
lirst op1)ortllnity of escaping, not feeling in the huiuour for a 
carouse, and i~iost illen will, I tliinlr, allow tha t  on a n  e l~ ip t~y  
sto~nach, early in the iilorningand after three hours' wallring, a 
lit,tle wine goes a long way. I retired to  lily roolil where my' 
fiiithful glass revealed the swelled and blackened features of 
a drowned inan coine to life : however, a sound nap ant1 warin 
sulphur bath, followed by a substantial ineal, soon restored illy 
forces. 

In  conclusion, I illay express illy gratitude for the civility 
shown ine by a n  Irish gentlealan here and by all the Piednlon- 
lese asse~ilbled for the water. I inay notice in particular the 
ltindness of a Madaine Gallini, a total stranger, who, hearing 
I was confined t o  the house by nly eyes, inost handsoinely sent 
llie a present of a, veil, a comfort I had in vain attenipted to  
procure. 

Three clays later I shouldered my lmapsack and trampecl my 
solitary thirty miles to Martigny, the first stage on the way home. 

Fifty years later I crossed the CJol du  Geant with two 
(laughters. Where the guides and I lunched we found a com- 
fortable restaurant;  where I slept on a rock we founcl a 
 omfo fort able hotel filled with climbers from all parts of Europe. 

BY THE LATE A. W. MOORE. 

I'rinted from his MS. ' Journal of a Tour in the Alps of 
Switzerland and Piedmont in June and July 1865.' 

[THE party consisted of A. Ifr. Moore and Horace Wallrer, ~v i th  
t hc~ guicle Jalrob Ancleregg. 

In the short space of ten or twelve years which covered his 
:~,ctive service Jaliob Anderegg appears to h i ~ ~ e  eshibited 
clu;l,lities which, on his death a t  Meiringen on Septeinber 17, 
llc178, a t  the early age of iifty-one, in a half-page obitunry 
notice in the ALPINE JOURNAL (vol. is .  120) brought froill Mr. 
A. W. Moore, undoubtedly one of the greatest a'nlateur 
~nountaineers of his day, the following testimony : ' Great 
l~llysical strength 2nd a, lieen inonrltaiileerlng instinct conibincd 
tto place Jalrob Andercgg in the front rank of pi~~t~hii~~tlers.  . . . 
I t  is as a colllpanion and friend no less tlinil a,s i l  grliclc that his 



274 The First Ascent of the Ober-Gabelhorn. 

loss will be cleplored and his menlory cherished by all who 
linew him.' 

He appears to have been too much the ' Engliinderfiihrer ' 
to have given to his compatriots much or any opportunity 
of appreciating or even knowing his qualities and powers, and 
no notice of his death or career seems to have been talren in the 
Swiss mountaineering publications. 

The fact that as early as 1865 a guide could be founcl willing, 
single-handed, to lead two amateurs, however good,-on the 
first ascent of a great peak like the Gabelhorn st~lrnps the 
man as possessing that self-confidence and courage-call it 
rashness if you will-without which no guide of even greater 
technical powers can be adjudged the very highest ran!;. 

Although in public estimation Jakob Anderegg's roputation 
seems to be overshadowed by the wider opportunities which 
favoured the great pqwers of his fanlous kinsman, P.Ielchior, 
he appears to the close student of his performances t o  deserve 
allnost or quite an equal place. 

TT'e are permitted to print the following estimate or Jakob 
Ancleregg's powers by a well-known member of the C,ch who 
had the opportunity of seeing him at  work, and whose experience 
of inany of the great guides of the last forty-years en:~5ies him 
to form the soundest possible judgment : 

' In his prime he undoubtedly had, and thoroughly clserved, 
the reputation of being one of the crack guides of the Alps- 
in the very first half-dozen, I should say. He llns been 
described as " enterprising to the verge of rashness." He was 
of magnificent physique and a brilliant ice-man as well as a 
fine rock-climber. He began his career rather late in life (in 
1564) as second man to his cousin Melchior, and in that year he 
took part, in addition to the first ascent of the Rothhorn from 
Zinal, in the ascent of the Jungfrau from the Roththal and in 
the clescent of Mont Elanc from the D8me du Goiiter by tlhe (31. 
du D8me to Courmayeur. In  1865 he travelled with Moore 
and Walker alone, and amongst other things made with them 
the first ascents of the Ober-Gabelhorn, and of the Piz Roseg 
and the second passage of the Sesiajoch. He also took part in 
the first passages of the Ebenefluhjoch, Schmadrijoch, and 
Agassizjoch in 1866. I n  1869 with Messrs. Horace Walker and 
G. E. Foster he crossed for the first time the Dom Joch and 
Nadr*ljoch, and descended the face of the Aiguille du Midi. 
In  1869 he also made the frrst ascent of the Gspaltenhorn with 
Mr. Foster and Hans Eauinann. 
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' Subsequently his chief employers were Messrs. Still slid 
Pratt-Barlow, with whom he iiiade new ascents of tlie Grand 
Paradis and the Disgrazia. Later on again he travelled with 
N. Henri Cordier (with either Andreas or Icaspar bluurer ns 
second guide), and iiiade in 1876 the first ascent of the Aiguille 
Verte from the Argentihre Glacier, as well as the Finsteraar- 
horn by the S.E. arbte, but I believe tha t  on the Verte Hans 
Jaun was the moving .spirit and led the party.  

' I think that there is no doubt that  he zons aillongst the front 
rankers-but rather of the Ulrich Lauener than the Christian 
Aliner type. I don't think his lmowledge of the varying con- 
ditions of snow was so superb asMelchior's or old Christian's, 
and he was also probably rather unduly enterprising, a t  any 
rate in his younger days, in his dealings with snow and ice, 
if he were in command of the party. (Cf. the account 
in " A.J." ii. of the descent to  the Glacier du  DBine, which I 
]lave just looked up.) But certainly a great guide in his day 
:md generation-that is to  say in the decade 1864-1874. 

' There is a short " I n  Memoriam " notice of Jaliob by 
C. E. M[athews] in " The Pioneers of the Alps," but no por- 
trait. H e  would of course have been included in t,lie b001i 
itself had he been alive a t  the date of its publication.'] 

TVednesday, July 5, 1865. Weather fine. 
TALKER took his mother and Miss Bnrratt up  to  the \ Gornergrat this morning, which I passed in writing 

letters ; this duty performed I strolled up  to the Riffel, and 
~stablished myself on a neighbouring hillock, where I sat for a 
long time contemplating the Gabelhorn. This peak, 13,363 
feet in height, with the exception of the Matterhorn the only 
renlaining first -class summit near Zermatt not yet climbed, 
was the next item in our programme. I t  rises just behind the 
village, a t  the point where the great ridge, which, circling 
round from the Dent Blanche to  tlie Weissliorn, encloses tlie 
head of the Einfischthal, changes its previous west and ei~st  
direction for a somewhat northerly one. On the Ze~~ll i~t ts  
side the mountain shows a precipitous face above t,he soutlicrn 
branch of the Trift Glacier, to  which in Inter editions of 
Dufour's map the distinctive and appropriate name ' Gabcl- 
horn ' Glacier has been given. 

What we could see in descending fro111 the Sesinjocli jester- 
day had led us to believe that the best line of ~ ~ t t a c l i  wo11ld 
be by the Gabelllorn Glacier, and the ridge a t  its 1ic;td ~vliicli 
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joins the peak to a nameless summit * to the north of it, marked 
on the map 3910 metres-12,829 feet. My examination 
riow confirrl~ed this view, though it was impossible to judge 
of the character of the rocks a t  the head of the glilcier, and 
whether their ascent woulcl be feasible. 

We a11 went down to Zermatt together, and, after dinner 
hacl the satisfaction of welcoming Mr. and Miss Wnllrer who, 
with RIelchior, arrived over the Moming Pass from Zinal-a 
route which Whymper and I made last year for the first time ; 
their passage was the second. I n  order to give ourselves 
every chance on the Gabelhorn, we resolved upon a very early 
start. Walker and I therefore retired a t  9.30, lay down 
upon our beds without undressing, and a t  11.30 rose again 
for breakfast !-rather a misnomer. 

Thursday, July 6. Weather fine. 
We started a t  12.20 on a lovely night, the moon, nearly 

fall, shining with unclouded brilliancy, of which, Iw~vever, we 
dicl not get the benefit a t  first, as our path up the gcqe of the 
'Sriftbach was in shadow. The track is both steep zild rough, 
!jut not really bad going, and soon took us to the c~ l~~~~ara t ive ly  
level ground which lies behind the cliffs immediately '~bove the 
~ ~ ~ l l e y  ; from here the view of the entire chain from the 
llischabelh6rner to the Breithorn, a long line of silr?ry peaks 
and glaciers, was of most exquisite beauty, as n moonlight 
effect surpassing anything within my recollection. 

Keeping up the valley which is closed by the Tiiit, Glacier, 
we picked our way over the stony waste which lies below 
the latter, crossed the stream from it a t  a favournble point, 
and a t  3.15 got on to the terminal moraine, which higher up 
))ec:tme the medial moraine between the two branches of the 
glacier, the Trift on our right, the Gabelhorn on our left. This, 
~d i i ch  made a very rough and unpleasant pathway, we followed, 
with one divergence on to the ice for a few minutes, until 4.5, 
when, having reached a point where there was a decided break 
in its continuity, and it seemed expedient to take to the Gabel- 
horn Glacier for good, we halted for breakfast. 

A perfect night was by this time succeeded by a perfect 
morning, and a gorgeous sunrise which could not have promised 
more favourably for the day to come ; the colouring Wag 

magnificent, and such as one sees only upon quite exceptional 
occasions. At 4.35 we took to the ice, which was So steep as 
- - / 

* Now known as the Wellenkuppe. 
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to require a little step-cutting, but luckily soon became more 
level ; by our manczuvres we had circumvented the terminal 
ice-fall ; the central ice-fall, which is both steeper nncl more 
broken, had next to  be attacked. The glacier leading up to  
this had a curiously undulating surface, suggesting a strong 
inclination on its part to break into crevasses ; we steered to  
our left, and, in that  direction, got through the fall with little 
actual difficulty, but not without a casualty-Jakob's axe 
fairly got the worst of a n  encounter with a peculiarly tough 
she, and broke off short in the handle ; for the rest of the 
day he used Walker's whenever necessary. The plateau above 
the upper ice-fall is seamed by huge crevasses ; one gigantic 
chasm in the nitvit, stretching nearly right across from one side 
to the other, threatened to  stop progress altogether, and made 
a very wide detour to  the north necessary before a practicable 
bl-idge wits found. The cirque a t  its head is fine ; on the south 
is the ridge extencling from the Gabelhorn to  the Unter- 
:hbelhorn whjcli separates the basin of the Trift Glacier from 
f,llat of the Zmutt ; on the north is a similar ridge which 
tn(listing from the nameless point marked 3910 mktres, divides 
I lle Gabelhorn Glacier from the Trift Glacier proper ; while, to  
:he west, in front, these two ridges are linked together by a - .  
i ~ n e  of precipitous cliffs whose highest point is the Gabelhorn 
itself. 

TVe were now better able to form a judgment of the character 
of these cliffs ; this was, on the whole, satisfactory, and by 
them it seemed quite possible to get on to the riclge a t  very 
nearly the lowest point between the nameless pealr and  the 
(iabelhorn, providecl a n  awkward snow cornice coulcl be passed. 
I 1  l l ie most promising course appenrecl to be to tnlie to the 
rocks a t  the extreme south-west corner of the gl~icier under a 
sort of snow col a t  the eastern base of the final pealr, and 
then traverse the face of the latter in a northerly direction 
until a practicable line of ascent on to  the clesirecl riclge wns 
found. But for the cornice the appearance of the place was 
not a t  all alarming. 

In accordance with this plan we bore to the left up a steepish 
slope of snow intersected by a series of bergschrunds one above 
another, got on to  the rocks without trouble, ascended then1 
a little way, and then a t  7.55 stopped for rest and refreshment 
in a position out of elanger from falling stones wliich, rigllt iind 
left, were rattling down rather freely. At 8.20 wc ~novecl 011 

again, ascending diagonally across the face of the ~nountnin, of 
whicli the sunmiit, showing as a, doublc tootlli of rocli, \\-iIS 

VOL. XXVII1.-NO. CCV. U 
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straight over our heads as we sat in our resting-place. This 
traverse required care, but could not be called difficult, as the 
cliffs, although steep, gave good hold for hands and feet ; 
accordingly we mounted quiclrly and were soon close to the 
snow curtain which crowned the ridge, and was obviously the 
abrupt edge of n6ve slopes covering the mountain on the 
other, or Zinal, side. This was about thirty feet in height, and 
as nearly as possible perpendicular. Now that we were on 
the spot, the actual lowest point in the ridge provecl to be the 
least accessible, and Jakob elected to try and get up to the 
left, i.e. a little nearer the peak, a t  a point where a patch of 
rocks below the curtain gave us a tolerably seculc: base of 
operations. On these rocks Walker and I secured ourselves 
as firmly as possible, while our gallant leader made liis difficult 
and dangerous way up the snow-wall ; we watcht~c! his pro- 
ceedings in silent anxiety, and our joy may be iniay;:.~~d when 
after a desperate struggle he stood on the ridge, ancl 1;lnounced 
not only that he was ' ganz fest ' but that the proilILlct ahead 
was good. For us to follow in his steps even with t112 help of 
a taut rope was not easy-at least I did not find it so-and 
we could only wonder a t  the strength and activity 11 Ach had 
enabled Jakob to get up by his own unaided exeitid1l;. 

At 9.25 we were all together on the ridge, looking c: \Tn upon 
and across the Zinal Glacier. On our left an irrec,! - lr arkte 
of rocks led up towards the summit of the Gabell,( in ; for 
some distance the rocks on the Zinal side were ma~i.ecl by a 
steep slope of hard snow running down towards tilt. glacier 
a t  a vast depth below ; along the face of this slol)c., Jahb  
proceeded to cut steps a little underneath the edge of i lit3 arkte, 
until it became necessary to take to the roclis tllc~nlselres 
of the final peak. These proved firm ancl gootl, l ~ u t  were 
broken into huge smooth slabs which required cautious 
climbing ; the work could not be called easy, ancl al,  one or 
two points was decidedly the reverse, but there was rlevor any 
doubt as to the practicability of the way. The last bit was 
excessively steep, so we left our axes: to await our return and 
climbing without them, nearly hand over hand, reachzd the 
desired summit a t  10.45. As we did so we heard tlistant sljouts 
apparently from the direction of tho Trift-joch, evidently 
intended to attract our attention, and coming from people who 
saw us ; we could ourselves see no one, but learned afterwards 
that Lord Francis Douglas, after making two ~insuc~essf~l  
attempts on the mountain from Zprmatt, was tlris (lay cl'ossin~! 
to Zinal to try the peak from there, and that the cries Ileard 
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proceeded from him and his party, to  who111 our appeura,rlco 
must have been a disagreeable surprise. 

The summit of the Gabelhorn is a ridge about fifty yarcls 
long, running almost north and south. From it project tllree 
rocliy points of which the northern is the lo~vest by a few 
feet. The central point on which we were is the real snnlmit, 
the southern one being very litt'le lower ; adhering to the 
face of the rocks composing the latter WAS rt lump of snow 
(the remains probably of a much larger mass) which had been 
blown up by the wind so that  it very slightly ovc.rtoppet1 the 
true summit. When standing up, we looked well over it, but 
when sitting down i t  was a little above us. IVc clid not go to  
it, as it completely overhung the precipice on the Zelmutt 
side, and would evidently give way if trodden upon. 

That we showed discretion in this will be unclerstoocl from 
wl~at  befell Lord Francis Douglas' party who reacl~ed the 
s l ~ n ~ m i t  next day from Zinal ; his account may best be giren 
ill his own ~vords, found amongst his papers after his terrible 
cleat11 on the Matterhorn little more than a week aftermarcls ; 
a inore marvellous escapc was probably never recorded. 

' Left Zinal a t  2.30 and reached the foot of tlle Gabelhonl a t  
t, o'clocli. Halted 30 minutes for breilltfast. Left a t  6.30 ; 
: ~ n d  a t  8.30, after traversing some steep slopes and cutting our 
way up some walls of ice, we arrived a t  the base of tlle rocks 
J:lading to the summit. I n  some places those roclis, intrr-  
iuingled as they are with steep ice-slopes, preseritucl greater 
tlilficulties than I have ever yet t,ncountered. I t  took us 
4 hours to  mount these, and we arrived a t  the suniluit a t  12.30 
(10 hours including rests). There we found that sonleone 
lliid been the day before, a t  least to  a point very little below 
i t ,  ~vheie  they had built a cairn ; but they hacl not gone to the 
~lctual summit, as  i t  was a peak of snow and there were no 
lllarlts of footsteps. On this peal: wc sat do\vn to  dine, wllcn, 
all of a sudden, I felt myself go, and the ~vliole top fcll wit11 a 
~ras11 thousands of feet below, ancl I wit11 it as far as the rope 
:~llowed (some 12 feet). Here, like a flasl~ of lightning, Taug~viilil 
carne right by me some 12 feet more ; but the other guide, who 
had only the minute before wallied a few feet frolil the suninllt 
to pick up something, did not go clo1v11 wit11 tho nlilss, ant1 
thus held us both. The weight on the ropcJ nlnst linve bcci~ 
about 23 stone, and i t  is wonderful that,  fallil~g str:bigllt (lo\\ 11 

wit8hout anything to brenli one's fall, it tlitl ]lot l)rcal\ too. 
Josrph Viennin t l ~ e n  j,ul~cc~ us up, ni~cl ~ v c  bt\g:ln tllc~ tlchrc~i~t 
to Zernlatt.' 

r 2 
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It is only fair to say, in extenuation of the guides' imprudence, 
that if, as is likely, their line of ascent led them direct to the 
snow peak, its true character may not have been so obvious 
as it was to us approaching from another direction. 

While Jakob was engaged in building a stone nlan on the 
northern point of the ridge where more material was available 
than elsewhere, Walker and I studied the view in a state of 
unmixed content. Except to the north, where t8he Weisshorn 
and Rothhorn-not in themselves very attractive from this 
side-shut out the most important part of the Bernese Ober- 
land, the panorama was unobstructed and embr~iced every- 
thing from the Todi to Mont Blanc. The Matterhorn, on the 
other side of the Zmutt Glacier, towered up grand but not 
graceful, ancl, to all appearances, utterly inaccessible. Of 
ot,her single peaks, the Dent dlErin, Dent 13lanche, :s:d Grand 
Conlbin were the most conspicuous ; the latter, in particular, 
looliecl well. 

At 11.35, after a stay which a delicious ternperildillre and a 
t>otal absence of wind rendered more than usually : greeable, 
n-e commenced the descent, Walker leading while Jitli;bl) brought 
up the rear. We reached the Col a t  1 o'clock, ;*.nd found 
the rocks much more difficult than they had seenlr::'! t'o us on 
t'lle ascent, ; looking from above, the passage of thr; snow-wall 
on to t'he rocks b2low the ridge seemed very fornlltinble; in 
fact it was not really so except to Jakob who hu l  to come 
down last ; Walker, held up, reached the rocks withont actually 
causing any strain on the rope ; I, less skilful, was foi a' moment 
entirely supported by it, as the snow gave under my feet; 
Jakob descended in a manner peculiar to himself without 
any extraneous aid. The traverse to the foot of t'he rocks, 
like the passage of the arete, was less simple than it hat1 seemed 
in the morning, and required very cautious going indeed ; 
while crossing one of the couloirs by which the face of the 
mountmain is furrowed, a slab of ice yielded to W a l l i ~ ~ . ' ~  weight, 
and he wns fairly on his back ; luckily we were on tile look out 
fur anything that might occur ; the taut rope at  once checked 
our friend's descent, and he recovered his footing inlrnetliately. 

At 2.30 we were once more a t  the base of the peak, 
restecl in our old nook for 25 minutes before beginning the 
scorching and rather tedious descent thence to Zermatt. Of 
that descent there is little to be said, as we followed generally 
our morning's route without incident, except that on tho upper 
~)l ;~tcau,  whore the snow was very soft, Jnkobwas more sud(1en1y 
and cornpletcly immcrsecl in a crevasse than I could have 
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thought possible ; without the slightest warning he disappeared, 
lilre s man falling through a trap-a contingency to which the 
leader of a party is liable, but which I had never before seen 
actually occur. He  was, of course, soon pulled out again. 
Lower down we kept longer to  the glacier, ancl avoided the 
moraine as much as possible, though we were driven to  i t  a t  
last ; by 5.25, however, we were not only clear of i t ,  but also 
over the torrent beyond, which cannot, in the afternoon, be 
crossed a t  all points. From its further side me took a final 
look a t  our pealr, which showed well, and then made the best 
of our way down to Zermatt, where 1ve arrived a t  7.20, after 
an absence of 19 hours exactly, and one of the most glorious 
and successful days of our Alpine experience. 

BY JULIUS MARSHALL ELLIOTT. 

i:Heprinted froin a Brief RIeinoir of hiin in the Library of the 
Alpine Club.) 

1 JULIUS Marshall Elliott * was born a t  Brighton on 
r October 24, 1841. His father was the Rev. Henry 

:-enn Elliott, who was a first cousin of Leslie Stephen's nlother, 
Miss Yenn. (The T'enns were great people a t  Claphain in the 

:1;1ys described by Thackeray in ' The Newcoiues.') His rnother 
l.~;ls a Bliss Marshall, aunt  of J .  A. Garth R.I;-trshall, who was 
1,llled on the Brouillard Glacier in 1874 (' A.J.'  rii. 110). 

He was educated a t  Brighton College and Trinity College, 
Cilinbriclge, ordained in 1865, and succeeded his fatller, ~ v h o  
died in 1865, a t  St. Mary's Chapcl, Brighton, ancl was tllerc till 
his death. 

He was a great Lake District walker ; discorered in 1864 
l,he now ordinary route up the Pillar rock with A. J .  Butler and 
others, and once startecl froin Wastdale Head and wallied 01-t1r 
Scafell, Scafell Pikes, Great End, Green G:iblc, Iiil-li Fell, Y'hc 
Pillar, Thc Steeple, ancl Yewbi~rrow, returnin$r to J\'astdule 
Head in 89 hours. 

He wits Billecl on tlie Schrecltl~orn on July 2'7, lS(i9. lprnnz 
-- - -. - - -- 

a 1011. * We are inclebted to Mr.A. L. Miillllll for ~nlicll of this i1iEo1.111 t '  


