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A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE ASCENTS OF MONT BLANC
FROM 1786 TO 1853.

BY HENRY F. MONTAGNIER.

(The ascents are arranged in chronological order, and with the
exception of the second, only those made by tourists are mentioned.
Several extracts from Dr. Paccard's MS. Journal are given for
the first time in the original, and in a few instances I have ventured
to quote little-known accounts from the contemporary journals.*
Many of the later reprints of the early narratives have been omitted.)

1. DR. MICHEL-GABRIEL PACCARD, accompanied by Jacques
Balmat. August 8, 1786.

Paccard, D r.  Michel-Gabriel, Medecin dans les Alpes iti
Chamonix.

-  Premier Voyage a  la Cime de la Haute Montagne de
l'Ancien Continent, le Mont-Blanc. L e  8 aoilt 1786.'

Shortly after the ascent was made a printed prospectus was
issued (pp. 3) asking for subscriptions for a book which was
to appear under the above title late in December. B u t  it is
now practically certain that it was not published.
Mercure de France of September 2, 1786.

—Brief account of the ascent in which neither Paccard
nor Balmat is mentioned by name.

Pictet, Marc-August.
—Letter on the ascent in Les Nouvelles de la Republique
des Lettres of September 6, 1786. Copied in the Journal
des Scavans of March of the following year.

Bourrit, Marc-Theodore.
-  Lettre de  M. Bourrit sur le  Premier Voyage fait
au sommet du Mont Blanc, le 8  edit dernier.' (Dated
September 20, 1786.) 12mo, pp. 8.

This little pamphlet was reprinted within the following year in
the Mercure de France, the Esprit des Journaux, the Mercure
Historique et Politique de la Haye, the Cahiers de Lectures
(under the title '  Jacques Balmat le Conqueran du Mont-
Blanc '), the Journal de Paris, etc. A  second edition was

* I  am greatly indebted to M. le Pasteur Segond, Librarian of
the Societe de Lecture of Geneva, for copies of the articles quoted
from the Genevese papers.
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printed in Germany with the addition of a preface in German
(pp. 2) signed by  A. T.  von Gersdorf and C. A. von Meyer.
A German translation appeared under the title : Schreiben
des Herm Bourrit fiber eine unterm 8 Augstmonat letzthin
auf den Gipfel des Mont-Blanc angestellten Reise,' in H5pfner's
Magazin fur die Naturkunde Helvetiens, vol. i .  pp. 348-356.
Zurich 1787.
Bourrit and several anonymous correspondents.

—Letters in  the Journal de Lausanne of February 24,
March 10 and 17, May 12, and August 4, 1787.

Payot, Doctor Michel.
—  ̀Document sur l'Ascension au Mont Blanc, Par le
Dr. Paccard et J.  Balmat. L e  8 aofit 1786.'
Revue Alpine, March 1905, vol. xi. pp. 90-91.

Facsimile of an attestation signed by Gersdorf and Meyer to
the effect that they actually saw Dr. Paccard and Balmat on
the summit.
Dumas, Alexandre, Ore.

Impressions de Voyage.' Paris, 1833. Chapter entitled
Jacques Balmat, dit Mont Blanc.' T h e  edition of 1853

(three parts, 4to), revue par 1'auteur,' contains a number
of curious illustrations of the ascent, especially one o f
Balmat leading Dr. Paccard down to Chamonix. Trans-
lated into English under the t i t le  T h e  Glacier Land.
From the French of Alexandre Dumas.' B y  Mrs. W. R.
Wilde. 8 v o ,  pp. viii, 272. London 1852. T h e  chapter
on the ascent has also been translated into English by
Mr. Whymper in his Chamonix and the Range of Mont
Blanc.'

Juvenile Miscellany, The. 12mo, pp. 159-175. London  1842.
—' The First Ascent of Mont Blanc.'

The earliest account in  English of the conquest of Mont
Blanc is probably the following article (translated from Bourrit's
pamphlet) i n  The Scots Magazine for November 1786, vol.
xlviii. pp. 526-528 :—

' Account of  the success of a young man belonging to
CHAMOUNI, who acts as a  Guide t o  Travellers
passing MOUNT BLANC.*

* The title in the Index is Hazardous journey to the top of Mount
Blanc.

s s 2
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James Balmat was the first who had the honour of gaining
the summit of this mountain, in company with a physician,
a countryman of his, Mr. Paccard. M r .  Bourri, who is very
well known for his maps and description of the Alps, is the
person who has given the relation of the ascent of Mount Blanc.

All the attempts made at the side distant from Chamouni,
to ascend Mount Blanc, having been hitherto fruitless, the
guides of the valley determined on resuming the old road :
six of them made a journey there in the month of July last ;
and although they were determined to use their utmost efforts,
they were obliged to give i t  up. B u t  one of them, named
James Balmat, had different success from his comrades ; he
strayed through extended tracts of snow, and, being overcome
by night, he spent i t  at an height greater than the dome or
spire of Goute, and was only indebted for his preservation to
the vigour and youth of his constitution. T h e  morning he
recovered himself, he perceived the top of Mount Blanc, to
which he was very near, and perceived a  side, the access
of which was i n  appearance easy. H a v i n g  descended to
Chamouni, to the great joy of  his comrades, who imagined
he had fallen from a precipice, he was visited by Dr. Paccard,
to whom he communicated his observations and his hopes.

Balmat had had a very near prospect of Mount Blanc. T h e
young man was confident of attaining his end, and replied,
that he could conduct Mr. Paccard to the same. O n  August 7
they set out together ; they lay on the top of the hillock, and
at four in the morning of the 8th, they got upon the ice that
is continually descending from Mount Blanc ; they proceeded
slowly, but without intermission. They  had great difficulty to
break through the rugged spaces, but run no risk. T h e  fine-
ness of the weather supported them, and the hope of attaining
this time the summit of Mount Blanc, renewed their strength,
which fatigue, and a very rarified air was ready to exhaust
every instant. The i r  enjoyments increased with their pains.
As they ascended, the plains seemed to draw near to the foot
of the mountain. T h e  labyrinths o f  so many vallies, the
collection of  mountains, o f  rocky cliffs, the precipices, the
torrents, the rivers, the lakes, the ridges, silvered over with
snow and ice, lowered at every step which the travellers made
to the summit.

' The heaven, which appeared in volumes above them, was
more and more so as they advanced ; i t  intercepted the ridges,
and seemed to approach them. They  seemed as if  they were
wafted on beautiful clouds. Streaks o f  brilliant snow, in
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the form o f  waves, assisted the illusion. They  imagined
that they belonged to a species of beings superior to human
nature ; and the more they ascended, the more the illusion
approached to probability.

At three o'clock in the afternoon, they did not know what
was to become of them, nor what they would be able to attain :
uneasiness totally possessed them ; the Doctor began to be
out of breath, his knees to stiffen, and the cold prevented
him advancing ; h i s  companion, more active and hardy,
encouraged him : a t  some moments they despaired of their
enterprise—a summit appears before them, they are in doubt
if i t  was the last. Balmat resolved to be convinced, moves
alone : as  he advances, the difficulty lessens ; the  snow is
firm, and he sees that but a few paces remain to come at the
top of the mountain : he gains it ! what joy ! the whole earth
is beneath his feet ! He announces his success to his companion
with his shouts ; he goes down to meet him, animates and
assists him ; and at half past six o'clock they are elevated at
2426 fathoms above the sea on this great mountain. T h e y
are beheld from Chamouni ; strangers saw them through their
glasses, they followed them through their journey with anxiety.

' What a spectacle then presented itself to these travellers !
The heaven was black, the constellation of  the day in  its
decline appeared immense ; its rays, of a superb purple colour,
darted through the vast extent, and, as it descended, it seemed
to free itself a passage through the earth. France, Switzer-
land, and Italy, were extended like maps in relief, and adorned
with the most magnificent and lively colours ; but the twisted
chains o f  the Alps, their conspicuous summits, and deep
interstices, presented beauties beyond description. B u t  one
half hour was to spare for the observation of so many objects,
which would require hours of contemplation ; the cold which
they felt, and the approach of night, did not permit them to
remain long ; their eatables were frozen in their pockets, and
the thermometer was six degrees below zero.

They descended with rapidity in the manner of the moun-
taineers on the Alps, who slide down, leaning on their staves,
with their legs motionless ; and traversing a great extent,
they got before night over the most dangerous passages. T h e
moon, which succeeded the sun, enabled them to continue
their way, to descry the chinks, and avoid them.

Balmat led the way cautiously ; h i s  discernment was
sure ; and he had the happiness of  descending along with
his companion without danger. A t  midnight, they arrived
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at the hillock, where they reposed for two hours ; and resuming
their journey, they arrived at eight in the morning at the
Priory, being almost blind, and having their lips all inflamed.
They were twenty hours upon the snow.

Balmat's face was disfigured for eight days after his descent,
and he walked like a man that was suddenly awoke and had got
out of bed. A t  the same time that some useful discoveries are
made in natural history by this journey, the courage of those
who undertook it is to be admired ; and Balmat undoubtedly
deserves an honourable recompense. •

' Several strangers have often said, that they would contri-
bute towards a prize for him that would first ascend Mount
Blanc. A s  Balmat has exposed his life and health to make
this discovery, it is certainly his due.

' Dr. Paccard intends to reap some advantage from his
journey. H e  has announced himself at Lausanne, where he
is receiving subscriptions for a  description of his journey,
which he is to publish: he calls himself the Conqueror of
Mount Blanc—whilst poor Balmat, to whom the discovery is
due, is almost unknown ; and is ignorant, that there are
journalists, and journals ; and that, one can, by means of
these literary trumpets, obtain a species of fame and admiration
from the public.

' Three English ladies (Miss Parminters) have mounted
the top of the Buet, under the conduct of Mr. Beranger,*
and a guide called Le Grand Serasse : t they were four hours
passing over the snow, before they arrived at the summit ;
but they were inured to it after a journey of two hundred
leagues through the Alps of Switzerland and Vallais.'

2. JACQUES BALMAT, JEAN-MICHEL CACHAT AND ..4.LBXIS
TOURNIER. July  5, 1787.

Journal de Lausanne of July 21, 1787
Le 4 de ce mois, trois guides, nommes Jacques Balmat,

Jean-Michel Cachat et Alexis Tournier, partirent dans la soirée,
pour aller toucher sur la Montague de la Cote, qui est vis-à-vis
du Prieure. L e  5 a deux heures et demie du matin, ils se

* J. P.  Beranger, the Genevese historian, who accompanied
Bourrit in many of his excursions. The Pierre a Beranger in the
Mount Blanc massif is named after him.

t Jorasse, Jean Baptiste Lombard.
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mirent en route pour parvenir au sommet du Mont-Blanc, par
le meme passage que le Docteur Paccard et Jacques Balmat
out decouvert Panne() derniere enfin, a trois heures du soir, ils
arriverent au sommet de la montagne, ou ils ont plants un
drapeau noir, que l'on voit distinctement depuis la vallee.'

3. HORACE-BENEDICT DE SAUSSURE and his servant Tetu,
accompanied by Jacques Balmat, Pierre Balmat, Marie
Couttet, Jacques Balmat (domestique de Mme. Con-
teran), Jean-Michel Cachat, Jean-Baptiste Lombard,
Alexis Tournier, Alexis Balmat, Jean-Louis Devouas-
soux, the brothers Jean-Michel, Francois, Michel and
Pierre Devouassoux, Francois Couttet, —  Ravanel,
Pierre-Francois Favret, Jean-Pierre Cachat and Jean-
Michel Tournier. August 3, 1787.

Journal de Geneve of August 11 and 18, 1787.
—Brief notice of the successful ascent ; followed by a more
detailed account a week later : '  Relation du Voyage de
M. le Professeur De Saussure au Mont-Blanc.'

Saussure, Horace-Benedict.
—Letters describing his ascent in the Journal de Paris, the
Journal Historique et Politique de Geneve, the Esprit des
Journaux, etc.
—*` Relation Abregee d'un Voyage a la Cime du Mont-
Blanc. E n  s a l t  1787.' Geneve, n.d. 8vo, pp. 31.
(Advertised for sale on September 1, 1787.)

—Nouvelle edition faite pour accompagner deux Estampes
enluminees qui representent cette expedition, publiees par
Chretien de Mechel. 12mo, pp. 39. Basle 1790. A  short
notice (avis de l'auteur), pp. 5-7, of  the two plates was
added to this edition by De Saussure.

Kiirze Nachricht von  der  Reise des Herrn von
Saussure auf den Gipfel des Mont-Blanc,' im August 1787.
In the Schweizerisches Museum, Zurich 1787, 8vo, pp.
24-44.
--` Schreiben von Herrn Prof. von Saussure an den
Herausgeber betreffend die im August 1787 auf den Mont-
Blanc unternommene and vollzogene Tour.' I n  H8pfner's

* Reprinted in all the editions of Voyages dans les Alper' with
the addition of five chapters of scientific observations, and in the
Guide du Voyageur en Suisse. Traduit  de l'Anglois, Lausanne
1788, pp. 156-175, and in Description de Geneve, Ancienne et
Modern, par H. Mallet, Geneve 1807, pp. 289-310.
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Magazin fur die Naturkunde Helvetiens. Zurich 1788,
vol. ii. pp. 287-808.
—  ̀Kiirzer Bericht von einer Reise auf den Gipfel des
Mont-Blanc im August 1787.' 8vo ,  pp. 40. Strassburg
1788.
—* Compendiosa Relazione di un Viaggio alla Cima del
Monte Bianco, fatto dal Signore Orazio Benedetto di
Saussure, nel agosto 1787. Tradot to  in Ital ian dal Cay.
di Saint-Real.'
-  Account of a Journey to Mont-Blanc by M. de Saussure
of Geneva.' I n  the Gentleman's Magazine for October 1787,
vol. lvii. pp. 874-875. T h i s  seems to  be the earliest
mention of the ascent in English.t
—  ̀A short Account of an Expedition to the Summit of
Mont Blanc, by M. De Saussure of Geneva.' I n  (Thomas
Martyn's) Sketch of a Tour through Swisserland.' 12mo,
London 1788.

The appendix containing the narrative, pp. 97-127, bears the
following t i t le  : A  Short Account o f  an  Expedition t o
the Summit of Mont Blanc, by M. De Saussure, of Geneva, in
August last ; in  order to ascertain the height of that celebrated
mountain, the loftiest point of the three ancient continents ;
and to make a variety of observations and experiments on
the form and structure of the mountain, the state of the air,
with many other curious particulars.'

4. MARK BEAUFOY and his servant, accompanied by  Jean-
Michel Cachat and nine other guides. August 9, 1787.

Bourrit, Marc-Theodore.
-  Lettre de M.  Bourrit a  Miss Craven s u r  deux

* I  have not been able to find a copy of this Italian translation,
the title of which I quote from Grillet's Dictionnaire du Dipartement
du Mont-Blanc, 1808, article on Saint-Real,' vol. iii. p. 264

t  The Relation Abregie has also been admirably translated into
English by Mr. Whymper in his Chamonix and the Range of Mont
Blanc. London 1896, 15th edition, 1910.

This letter was the cause of an amusing episode on the Mont-
anvert the same summer. Miss Craven (the Hon. Maria Margaretta,
daughter to the 6th Lord Craven) had written to Bourrit from
Vevey on August 8, 1787, requesting him to send her an account of
De Saussure's ascent. Bourrit replied in the letter of which the
title is given above. Short ly  afterwards the Historiographe des
Alpes found himself on the Montanvert amongst a crowd of foreigners
when f u t  appele par des anglaises, et Tune d'entre elles lui
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Voyages au Sommet du Mont-Blanc ; l 'un par M. le Pro-
fesseur de Saussure, et l'autre par M. le Chevalier Beaufoy,
et Relation de celui que M. Bourrit a fait en Piemont,
par la fameuse Mer de Glace du Montanvert.' 8 v o ,  pp. 8
(Geneve 1787). Translated into German under the title :

Schreiben des Herrn Bourrit an die Miss Craven fiber
zwei Reisen auf den Gipfel des Mont-Blanc, eine durch
den Herrn von Saussure, die andere durch den Chevalier
von Beaufoy. Nebst der Beschreibung der Reise welche
Herr Bourrit fiber das beriihmte Eismeer des Montanvert
nachs Piemont gemacht hat .  A u s  den Franzosischen
iibersetzt m i t  Anmerkungen von A .  T.  von Gersdorf.'
8vo, pp. 28, Dresden 1787.

Le Journal Historique et Politique de Geneve of September 29,
1787 (Paris).

—Extract from the Letter to Miss Craven :—
'M. Beaufoy jeune, plein de courage, partit le 8 aoilt avec

dix guides et son domestique j e  le vis atteindre le sommet
le jeudi, et vendredi it fut de retour le matin. ( M .  de Saussure
a employe quatre jours ik monter, observer, et redescendre, et
it a passe trois nuits sur les pentes du Mont-Blanc.) 11 a beau-
coup souffert ; i t  s'est cru aveugle, et son visage a 60 enfle.
Au pied du Mont-Blanc, i t  sentit une espece d'impossibilite
d'achever sa course, et se repentoit vivement de son entreprise.
Cependant, arrive au sommet, i t  en pris la latitude ; qu ' i l
trouva de 45 deg/5s, 50 minutes, 11 secondes. l l  estima le
Mont-Blanc etre a 60 mines de Neufchatel, ou a pen pres vingt
lienes en droite ligne de cette ville. Son spouse, qui n'a que 19
ans, a joui du succes de son epoux. Sensible, trim instruite,
c'est elle qui a tire les resultats des operations faites au sommet,

parla de Miss Craven ; dans sou enthousiasme, it en montra une
lettre, lorsque cette dame de son cote lui en fit voir aussi qu'il avait
&rites ; que l'on juge de sa surprise : c'etait myladi Craven elle-
meme, dont les graces et la beaute justifiaient le portrait qu'il s'en
etait fait.' (Cols ou Passages des Alpes, vol. i. p. 49.) Miss Craven
was only seventeen years of age at the time. She afterwards
married the 2nd Earl of Sefton and died in 1851 at the age of 81 years.

The original pamphlet seems to be extremely rare. The only
copy I have heard of is in the library of Mark Hanbury Beaufoy,
Esq. (grandson of Col. Beaufoy), to whose courtesy I am indebted
for the title. I t  is bound with De Saussure's Relation Abregie and
Howard's Narrative. D r.  W. A. B.  Coolidge has very kindly
allowed me to examine his copy of the German translation.
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avec facia& et qui prouve avec quel soin redueation des
Angloises est soignee.'
Paccard, Dr. Michel-Gabriel.

—Account of the ascent in his MS. Journal * :—
' M. Beaufoy, Anglois, est arrive an Mont-Blanc le 9 aofit

1787 avec dix guides. I l  a trouve la latitude du Mont-Blanc
etre de 45 : 5 0 '  : 11  ". L e  thermometre etoit en haut
2f de Reaumur, tire de celui de Fahrenheit et au Prieure
a 19. L a  hauteur du soleil sans calculer les refractions
de 59 : 4 2 '  : 26 ". I l  est monte aussi bien qu'un guide ; i t
a couche a la Grande Cabane. I l  est arrive a 10 heures du matin
au sommet ; it  est rests 2 heures et 1/2. L e  ciel (holt bleu du
Roy. I l  a un peu souffert comme moi faute de crepe.'
Beaufoy, Col., F.R.S.

—' Narrative of a Journey from the Village of Chamouni,
in Switzerland, to the Summit of Mount Blanc, undertaken
on August 8, 1787.' I n  the Annals of Philosophy for
February 1817, vol. ix. pp. 97-103. Reprinted in part in
Blackwood's Magazine for April 1817, vol. i .  pp. 59-61,
and in the Annual Register for 1817, vol. lix. pp. 502-508.

Edgcumbe, Richard.
A Missing Page of Alpine History.' I n  the National

Review for October 1893, vol. xxii. pp. 249-257.
An account of the ascent dictated by Colonel Beaufoy in 1816
which appears to be the first draught of the narrative published
the following year. M r.  Edgcumbe was evidently not aware
that Colonel Beaufoy had ever published an account of his
expedition.
5. MR. WOODLEY, accompanied by Jacques Balmat, Jean-

Michel Cachat, Dominique Balmat and Alexis Balmat.
August 5, 1788.

Bourrit, Marc Theodore.
—  ̀Lettre de M. Bourrit adressee aux Redacteurs. Voyage
au Mont-Blanc le 5 limit 1788.' I n  the Journal de Genhve
of August 23 and 30, 1788. Bourrit, who accompanied
Mr. Woodley as far as the Petits Mullets, also describes

* This as well as the following extracts from Dr. Paccard's MS.
Journal are printed here for the first time in the original with the
kind permission of the Committee of the Alpine Club. The spelling
has been slightly modernised and the punctuation corrected,
without, however, altering the sense.
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this ascent in his Itineraire de Geneve, Chamouni et
Lausanne,' 1791, pp. 232-252, and Itineraire de Geneve,
des Glaciers de Chamouni etc., 1808,' pp. 191-197, and
Description des Cols ou Passages des Alpes,' 1803,' vol. i.

pp. 90-104.

6. BARON DORTHESEN AND M. FORNERET, accompanied by
Jacques Balmat, Joseph Carrier, Joseph Charlet fils,
Jacques Simond, Noel Ertoud (2), Pierre Devouassoux
and Louis-Joseph Charlet. August 11, 1802.

Bourrit, Marc-Theodore.
—  ̀Extrait d'une Lettre de M. Bourrit adressee aux
Redacteurs d e  I a  Bibliotheque Britannique ' (dated
Chamonix, August 13,  1802). I n  the  Bibliotheque
Britannique, Sc.  e t  Arts, Geneve, 1802, vol.  x x .
pp. 429-432.

Dr. Paccard gives the following account of this expedition
in his MS. Journal :—

' MM. de  Dorthesen e t  Forneret, accompagnes d e  7
guides, allerent toucher le 21 thermidor au 10 [aofit] au dela
de Ia mer de glace qui domine cette espece de promon-
toire qu'on nomme la montagne de la  Cote e t  que les
glaciers des Bossons et  de Taconas bordent comme deux
golfes herisses d'ondes solides. B s  s'eleverent ce jour-la a
1423 toises au-dessus de la Mediterranee (899 au-dessus du
Bourg de Chamonix) ; ils construisirent une cabane A la hate
et se coucherent sur Ia paille qu'ils avoient apportee, autour
du feu qu'ils allumerent au milieu d'eux. Leur Otablissement
etoit dans les rochers entourOs de glaces eternelles, qu'on
nomme les Grands Mulets. Leur repos fut interrompu par
le bruit prosque continuel des Lavanges. L e  thermometre
descendit e, -I- 2 Reaumur. I t s  partirent le 22 [thermidor]
quatre heures du matin, en marchant sur les neiges le long du
D6me du Gate ; on les vit b sept heures entrer sur Ie grand
plateau de neige qui est entre le Mont-Blanc et le Dome,
et a neuf heures moins un quart ils s'elevoient sur une pente
rapide le long du rocher qui est incrusts par les neiges du
Mont-Blanc. A u  sud de ce plateau, a neuf heures et demie, ils
disparurent. O n  les vit entrer dans les glaces ; ils suivoient
un sillon rapide ouvert dans des decoupures de glace, qui
paraissoient terra/es et inaccessibles des le bag.
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Un nuage porte par un vent du sud-est vint au devant et
les enveloppa ; i l s  fluent perdus de vue pour les nombreux
spectateurs qui etoient dans la vallee de Chamonix, mais ceux
qui etoient alles sur le Mont Breven pour mienx les observer,
les virent pendant un instant an-dessus du dernier plateau
qui domine Courmayeur du cote de Phalle. D s  arriverent a la
sommite a une heure [de 1'] apres-midi. L ' I ta l ie  etoit couverte
d'une mer de nnages ; les derrieres du Jura etoient enveloppes
dans une bande de fumee rougeatre. I t s  virent par  t ine
echappee, les montagnes qui bordent l a  mer de glace d u
Montenvers ; u n  nuage fesoit le tour de la sommite, charrie
par un vent impetueux du sud-est. L e  thermometre etoi t
a — 6 (celui qu'ils avoient marquoit — 4 mais p a r  les
comparaisons i t  paroissoit devoir 'etre a  — 8, mais comme
ils epreuverent moms de froid que nous je  le suppose a
— 6). 11  etoit en meme temps au soleil dans mon jardin i t
Chamonix a  26, mon electrometre qu'ils observerent l a
sommite etoit a 5 ,  cependant on [n1est pas bien sitir de
1'observateur qui, dans une premiere levee vit cet kart, et no
vit rien dans une autre parse quo la pointe s'etoit enlevee,
dit-il. Leurs cheveux etoient converts de givre. Rs descendirent
au bout d'un quart d'heure, attaches les uns aux autres et
formant deux chaines ; ils vinrent concher aux Grande Mnlets
dans la cabane qu'ils avoient construite le jour precedent, et
le lendemain matin, ils passerent au pied de l'aiguille du Midi,
spree avoir traverse le troisieme plateau du glacier des Bossons
et etre sortis de ses labirinthes a travers une crevasse couverte
d'une longue arcade de glace, comme s'ils revenoient de 1'autre
monde. M .  Forneret eprouva une chalenr interieure qu i
retardoit leur marche. M .  de Dorthesen marcha stir les neiges
comme un Russe ; l e  hale eut pen de prise sur leurs visages
qu'ils avoient enduit de suif. R s  arriverent au Bourg de
Chamonix le 23 thermidor a midi.'

7. M. RODATZ, of Hamburg. September 10, 1812.
No information.

8. COUNT A .  MATZEWSKY, accompanied b y  eleven guides,
August 4, 1818.

M[atzewski], A.,
Lettre au Prof. Pictet sur une Ascension a l'Aiguille du

Midi de Chammouni et au Mont-Blanc, par un Gentil-
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homme Polonais, dans les premiers jours d'aoilt de cette
ann4e.' I n  the Bibliothique Britannique, Sc. et Arts, for
September 1818. Geneve, vol. ix. pp. 84-89.
—' Letter addressed to Prof. Pictet, descriptive of Ascents
to the Summits of the South Needle of Chamouni and to
that o f  Mont Blanc. B y  a  young Polish Gentleman,
in the beginning of August o f  the present year.' I n
Blackwood's Magazine f o r  November 1818, vo l .  i v .
pp. 180-182.

9. DR. JEREMIAH VAN RENSSELAER AND DR. WILLIAM HOWARD,
accompanied by Joseph Marie-Couttet, David Couttet,
Pierre Carrier, Alexis Devouassoux, Matthieu Balmat,
Eugene Couttet and three others. J u l y  12, 1819.

Howard, Wm., M.D,
—' A Visit to  the Summit of  Mont-Blanc, in a Letter
from an American Traveller to his Friends in the United
States.' I n  the Analectic Magazine, Philadelphia 1820,
8vo, vol. i. pp. 375-400 ; 1 plate. Reprinted with additions
under the t i t le  : '  A Narrative o f  a  Journey t o  the
Summit o f  Mont-Blanc, made i n  July 1819.' 12mo,
pp. 49, 1 plate. Baltimore 1821.

Van Rennselaer, Dr. Jeremiah, of New York.
—  ̀Account of a Journey to the Summit of Mount Blanc.'
In the American Journal of Sciences and Arts for November
1820. N e w  Haven, 8vo, vol. ii. pp. 1-11.
—  ̀Notice sur un Voyage au Sommet du Mont-Blanc '
(translation of above). I n  the Bibliotheque Britannique,
Sc. et Arts, Geneve 1820, 8vo, vol. xiv. pp. 219-234.

10. CAPTAIN JOHN UNDRELL, accompanied by Joseph-Marie
Couttet, Pierre Carrier, Alexis Devouassoux, Matthieu
Balmat, Eugene Couttet and David Couttet. August
11, 1819.

Undrell, Capt. J., R.N. .
—  ̀An Account of  an Ascent to  the Summit of Mont
Blanc, i n  August 1819.' I n '  the Annals of  Philosophy
for May 1821, London, 8vo. vol. i .  new series (xvii. from
the commencement), pp. 373-383.
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Paccard, Dr. Michel-Gabriel.
—The MS. Journal contains the following account of this
ascent :—

Le 11 w i l t  1819, Mr. Jean Undrell, capitaine de vaisseau
de l a  Marine Royale d'Angleterre, na t i f  de  l a  contree
de Warwick, est parti a 4 heures du matin pour aller an
Mont-Blanc avec s ix  guides. Couches aux Grands Mulets

ils sont partis le lendemain an clair de lune a 1 heure et
1/2 du matin, arrives a 11 heures et 1 /2 a la time od ils ont
rest6 jusqu'a 3 heures apres-midi ; sont venus toucher aux
Grands Mulets oi i  i ls sont arrives a  6 heures passees. I t s
sont arrives le lendemain a 11 heures et 1 /2 an pied de la
montagne. J e  lui ai prate un thermometre, un demi-cercle
gradue, une boussole, un prisme.'

11. FREDERICK CLISSOLD, accompanied b y  Joseph-Marie
Couttet, David Couttet, Pierre-Marie Favret, Jacques
Couttet, Jean-Baptiste Simond and Matthieu Bossonney.
August 18, 1822.

Clissold, Frederick.
—  ̀Narrative of an Ascent to the Summit of Mont Blanc,
August 18, 1822. W i t h  an Appendix upon the sen-
sations experienced a t  great elevations.' 8vo,  pp.  56,
London 1823. Reprinted in part in the Annual Register
for 1822, vol. lxiv. pp. 666-675.
—' Notice sur une Nouvelle Ascension au Mont-Blanc '
(Letter from Clissold to his banker in Geneva describing
the ascent). I n  the Bibliotheque Britannigue, Sc. et Arts,
Geneve 1822, 8vo, vol. xxi. pp. 68-75.
-  Details sur une Ascension au Sommet du Mont-Blanc,
le 18 aoilt 1822 ; avec un appendice sur les sensations
qu'on eprouve a de grandes hauteurs.' I n  the Bibliothigue
Britannique, Sc. et Arts, Geneve 1823, 8vo, vol. xxiii.
pp. 137-155, 237-244. Reprinted in the Nouvelles Annales
des Voyages, 1823, vol. xix. pp. 215-234.
—' Details sur une Ascension au Sommet du Mont Blanc,
le 18 unit 1882.' I n  the Nouvelles Annales des Voyages,
Paris 1823, 8vo, vol. xix. pp. 215-234.

Paccard, Dr. M. G.
—Letter in the Journal de Savoie of September 6, 1822,
p. 340.
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12. H. H .  JACKSON, accompanied by Alexis Devouassoux,
Joseph Charlet, Anselme Tronchet, Jean-Pierre Tairraz the
younger, and Simon Devouassoux. September 4, 1823.

Jackson, H.  H.
—  ̀Narrative of an Ascent to the Summit of Mont Blanc,
September 4, 1823.' I n  the New Monthly Magazine for
May 1827, vol. xix. pp. 458-469.

Journal de Savoie (Chambery) of October 3, 1823:—
` Sur l'Ascension de M.  Jackson au Mont-Blanc. Dans

1'ascension de M. Jackson au Mont-Blanc, qui a eu lieu le 4 sep-
tembre dernier, et dont nous avons pule dans notre numero 38,
le voyageur etait accompagne de 5 guides, dont trois seulement
ont pu parvenir jusqu'au sommet. Les brouillards, la grele,
les glacons etaient si abondans, que tons ont ete plus ou
moins incommodes. L e  vent etait d'ailleurs si impetueux
qu'ils ont failli d'être emportes dans les precipices. L e  sieur
Tronchet, Pun des guides, avait le visage rouge et bouffi, les
yeux douloureux et enflammes. M .  Paccard l'a promptment
soulage en le frottant avec l'ecume de biere, et l'a mis en kat
d'aller des le lendemain au Mont-envers. Les voyageurs ont
ete obliges de se blottir, pros du sommet, derriere un rebord de
neige durcie, d'otl ils n'ont pu decouvrir de l'immense panorama
qui se presente sur cette hauteur, que le Mont-Rose, une
partie de la chain des Alpes de la Val-d'Aost et du Saint-
Bernard. I t s  sont rester huit minutes sur la time, et sont
descendus le meme soir a Chamonix.

L'avalanche qui a fait perir trois guides, it y a quelques
annees, dans le voyage de M. Hamel au-dessus du grand plan,
avait mule depuis peu, et occupait toute la sommite du plateau.
Un Anglais • qui, le 14 aoilt dernier, a termine la sa course, a
du son salut au mauvait tems, qui l'a empeche de continuer sa
course. C e  passage, que M. Paccard avait &convert avant
son ascension de 1786, etait moins dangereux alors, parce que
les neiges etaient basses, ce qui n'a pas lieu pendant 1'aug-
mentation des glaciers. M .  Paccard pense que, pendant ce
tems, l'on pourrait pratiquer un autre passage, depuis le grand
plan, sur le piedestal de rocher tronque, qui embrasserait
celui-ci et le rocher rouge.'

* Mr. Greenwood according to Jackson, p. 458.
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13. CAPTAIN MARKHAM SHERWILL AND DR. EDMOND CLARX,
accompanied by Joseph-Marie Couttet, Pierre Tairraz,
Simon Devouassoux, Ju l ien  Devouassoux, S imon
Tournier, Michel Devouassoux and Joseph Simond.
August 26, 1825.

Sherwill, Captain Markham.*
-  A Visit to the Summit o f  Mont Blanc, 25th, 26th,
and 27th of  August 1825. I n  Letters addressed t o  a
Friend b y  Captain Markham Sherwill.' I n  the  New
Monthly Magazine for December 1826, and January and
February 1827, vol. xvi i .  pp. 533-541 ; vo l .  x ix .  pp .
40-47 ; 150-155.
-  Ascension du Docteur Edmond Clark et du Capitaine
Markham Sherwill a la Premiere Soramite du Mont Blanc,
les 25, 26 et 27 sa l t  1825. Relation adressee h l'un de
sea Amis par le Capitaine Markham Sherwill. Tradui t  de
l'anglais par Alexandre P r . '  8vo,  pp. 81 (Melma)
1827.
-  The Last Ascent of Mont Blanc.' Letter from Markham
Sherwill on the ascent in the Times of October 15, 1825,
p. 2 (Copied from the Mirror) and reprinted in the Alpine
Journal for February 1897, vol. xviii. pp. 857-358, under
the title : '  Mont Blanc and the Rarity of the Air.'

Clark, Dr.  Edmond.
—  ̀Narrative o f  an Excursion to the Summit of Mont
Blanc b y  Dr.  Edmond Clark and Captain Markham
Sherwill, August 26, 1825.' I n  the New Monthly Magazine
for May, June and October 1826, vol. xvi. pp. 434-449 ;
590-600 ; vol. xvii. pp. 289-295.
—Note in the Traveller's Book in Chamonix. Copied in
' Letters from the Continent . .  .  in the Years 1825 and
1826 by Edward Baines, Jun.' Leeds 1833, pp. 45-46.
-  Account of an Ascent of Mont Blanc.' Resume of a
lecture before the Royal Institution, June 5, 1829. I n
the Quarterly Journal o f  Science, Literature, and Art.
London 1829. N e w  Series, No. 10, pp. 385-389.

* Captain Markham Sherwill also published a pamphlet entitled :
.4 Brief Historical Sketch of the Valley of Chamouni commencing
vith the foundation of the Priory in 1090: drawn up from original
documents, 8vo, pp. 48. Paris 1832. French translation : Courte
Esguisse Historique de la Vallee de Chamounix, etc. 16mo. pp. 65.
Geneve 1837.
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Coindet. Ch.
—Quelques details sur Ia derniere expedition au Mont
Blanc de M. le Dr. Clark et du Capitaine Sherwill. I n  the
Bibliotlaque Universelle (Belles Lettres et Arts), Geneve
1825, vol. xxx. pp. 245-246.

Paccard, Dr. Michel-Gabriel,
—I Letter* to the editor of the Journal de Savoie :—

' Chamonix le 31 aoilt 1825.
MONSIEUR,

La complaisance que vous avez eue d'inserer dans vos
journaux nos. 38 et 40 de l'annee 1823 ce que je vous ai transmis
sur l'ascension de Mr. Jackson, m'engage h vous faire part
d'une nouvelle ascension au Mont-Blanc. M r .  l e  Docteur
Edmond Clark de Londres et Mr. le Capitaine Markham Sher-
will de Fontainebleau sont parvenus au sommet du Mont-
Blanc le 26 aoilt 1825 a trois heures apres midi, avec sept guides,
apres avoir passé la nuit precedente aux Grands Mulets ; les
guides etaient du nombre des intrepides de la liste et se nom-
maient : Joseph-Marie Couttet, Julien Devouassoux, Simeon
Devouassoux, Pierre Terra [Ms, de] feu Jean Joseph, Pierre
Joseph Simond, Simond Tournier, Michel Devouassoux fils du
petit Pierre ; ils ont eprouve les sensations d'un froid extreme
surtout au-dessus du rocher rouge, oil le vent venait directe-
ment du nord ; l'horizon etait un peu couvert et le del d'un
bleu d'indigo le plus fond) ; le  barometre sur Ia cime etait
15 pouces 9 lignes 6/10, le thermometre au soleil du cote de
l'Italie oil le froid etait moms vif, etait au degre 0. A  Chamonix
au devant de mon cabinet le barometre etait a 25 pouces 4
lignes 3/ 10 et le thermometre a +  14. Jul ien Devouassoux m'a
dit que le soleil brillait du plus grand éclat, qu'il dardait des
rayons les plus eblouissants, que son diametre n'avait pas plus
de trois pouces et demi. I t s  ont vu pres du sommet deux
corneilles dont le bee et les pieds etait jaunes . .  .  J'en avais
aussi vu deux dans le premier voyage que j'ai fait en 1786
la cime de cette montagne, dont la hauteur determinee trigono-
motriquement par le Chevalier Schuckborough, anglais, est de
2451 toises. I l  m'a paru que cette hauteur etait due a 1'adosse-
ment et l'amoncellement de deux chalnes de granit.

* From Dr. Paccard's MS. Journal. Th i s  letter slightly altered
was published in the Journal de Savoie of September 16 and 30,1825,
and reprinted in the Bulletin des Sciences Geographiques (Voyages),
vol. iii. pp. 263-265 ; Paris 1825.
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' La pente rapide qui est au-dessus du grand plan dont j'ai
determine le premier la possibilite d'acces en temps de basses
neiges, depuis le Breven, avant mon ascension, etait depouille
de ses neiges, par une avalanche semblable A cello qui engloutit
trois guides le 20 smut 1820 ; elle await laisse des glaces is
decouvert dans lesquelles it a fallu tallier des escaliers avec la
hache. Nos  voyageurs sont descendus tres contents aux
Grands Mulets le meme soir, apres avoir passé un quart d'heure
sur la cime, et le lendemain A Chamonix. Les  crevasses aug-
mentees par la saison avancee, les neiges, la pente du pied des
Grands Mulets, le froid, la rarete de l'air, leur ont present()
des difficult& qu'ils ont pu vainore sans accidents sinistres et
fficheux.

Veuillez bien agreer les sentiments du parfait devouement
de votre tree humble et tres obeissant servitenr.

L E  D R .  MICHEL-GABRIEL PACCARD,
qui a fait la premiere ascension au Mont-Blanc.'

14. CHARLES F E L L O W S  A N D  W I L L I A M  H A W E S ,  a c c o m p a n i e d
by Joseph-Marie Couttet, Matthieu Balmat, Simon
Devouassoux, David Folliguet, Pierre-Marie Couttet,
Michel Balmat, Pierre-Joseph Payot, Michel Favret and
Pierre-Joseph Simond. J u l y  25, 1827.

Fellows, Charles.
—' A Narrative of  an Ascent to  the Summit o f  Mont
Blanc.' 4to, pp. viii. 35 ; plates. (London) 1827. (Privately
printed.)
—' Sur une Nouvelle Ascension au Mont Blanc.' I n  the
Bibliothegue Universelle, Sc. e t  Arts. G e n e v e  1827,
vol. xxxv. pp. 322-325.
-  Ascension au Mont-Blanc.' I n  the Nouvelles Annales
Voyages. Paris 1828, vol. xl. pp. 265-269.

Hawes, Benjamin (from material supplied b y  his brother
William).

—4 A Narrative of an Ascent to the Summit of Mont
Blanc, made during the Summer of 1827 by Mr. William
Hawes and Mr. Charles Fellows.' 4 to ,  pp. 35 ; plates.•
London 1828. (Privately printed.)

* A few copies seem to have been bound without plates.
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15. JOHN AULDJO, * accompanied by  Joseph-Marie Couttet,
Julien Devouassoux, Jean-Pierre Tairraz the younger,
Jacques Simond, Michel Favret, Jean-Marie Couttet,
Auguste Couttet and .Michel Carrier. t  Augus t  9 ,
1827.

Auldjo, John, Esq., of Trinity College, Cambridge.
—  ̀Narrative of an Ascent to the Summit of Mont Blanc,
on August 8  and 9, 1827.' 4 to ,  pp. ix ,  120 ; plates.
London 1828.
—Second edition. 8vo,  pp. x, 148 ; map and ill. London
1830.
—Third edition. (Traveller's Library) with additions, 8vo,
pp. xii, 119 ; i l l .  London 1856.

Ascent o f  Mont Blanc' (Abridged). I n  T h e  Re-
creation : A  Gif t  Book f o r  Young Readers.' 12mo,
pp. 86-96. Edinburgh 1842.

16. THE HONOURABLE EDWARD BOOTLE WILBRAHAM, accom-
panied b y  Joseph-Marie Couttet, Michel Favret,
Matthieu Desailloud, Alexis Devouassoux, Pierre and
Auguste Couttet. August 3, 1830.

Wilbraham, The Honourable Edward Bootle.
—  ̀Narrative of an Ascent of Mont Blanc in August 1830.'
In the '  Keepsake ' for 1832. 8vo,  pp. 1-16. London.
Reprinted as a  pamphlet under the  same t i t le  b y
Captain the Honourable Edward Bootle Wilbraham, of
the Coldstream Guards. 8vo,  pp. 164 and i n  '  Tales
of Adventure from the Old Annuals.' N e w  Edition.
London 1895. 8vo,  pp. 98-114.

* Reviews of Auldjo's narrative were published in the Edinburgh
Review for Oct. 1829, vol. I. pp. 221-231, and in the Christian
Examiner and Theological Review for March 1828, Boston, vol. vi.
pp. 52-71.

t  Michel Carrier (1798-1865), mineralogist and surveyor, was the
author of the pamphlet entitled Notice Biographique stir Jacques
Balmat dit Mont-Blanc. 8vo, pp. 23 ; portrait. Geneve 1854.
Reprinted by  M. Demarchi in  Sallanches, n.d., 12mo, pp. 22.
He also contributed many interesting articles to the Abeille de
Chamonix, a little paper edited by the late Vicomte de Catelin
(Stephen d'Arve) when Commissaire de Frontiere in Chamonix
in the early sixties.

Library of G. W. H. Ellis, Esq.
T T  2

Digitized by G o o g l e


