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peaks in other groups,—those enclosing the Val Grisanche and
the Val de Rhemes,* and the Northern spur of the Eastern
Graians t  may also be included. A n d  indeed, though the
expeditions are in many cases rather long ones, the list of well-
known ascents which may be made from Courmayeur without
sleeping out at all is exceptionally large. T h e  Rutor is easily
ascended or traversed in a day, i f  one drives to La Thuile in
the night.$ T h e  Trelatete, the Geant, the Jorasses, the
Triolet, and many other peaks, may be climbed in a fairly long
day, while the Tour Ronde § and one or two other points on
the frontier may be traversed. Mon t  Blanc has been ascended
direct in a day more than once by the Dome glacier, and the
same might be done by the Brenva route in exceptionally good
conditions of weather and snow.II B u t  this expedition is not
one to be lightly undertaken.

And then in addition to the big things, there are the lesser
expeditions in  great profusion and variety which form the
subject o f  t he  present paper, affording interesting a n d

* On July 9, 1905, the writer, with J. H. Wicks and E.  H. F.
Bradby, left Courmayeur for Fornet in the Val Grisanche. T h e y
ascended the Bec d'Ivergnan on the 10th, and returned to Cour-
mayeur the same evening.

t  On July 23, 1893, the writer with J. H. Wicks, and G. H. Morse
left Courmayeur for Degioz. T h e y  ascended the Grivola on the
24th, and slept at the Col du Geant on the 25th.

On July 27, 1901, the writer, with E. H. F.  Bradby, T.  L .
Kesteven and H. Rey, left Courmayeur (driving) at 3.25 A.m. and
arrived a t  La Thuille a t  5.30. T h e y  traversed the Rutor, a n d
descended the Val Grisanche to Livrogne. O n e  of the party hu r t
his knee on the descent, and Livrogne was not reached t i l l  a late
hour : otherwise i t  would have been easy to drive to Courmayeur
the same evening, even with so late a start.

§ On July 30, 1905, the writer, with J. H. Wicks and E. H .  F.
Bradby, left Courmayeur at 2.30 A.M. Proceeding by way of the
Col du Geant they traversed a portion of the frontier ridge between
it and the Col d'Entreves, whence they crossed over the Tour Ronde
to the Col of that name and regained Courmayeur by way of the
Brenva Glacier.

On July 28, 1904, the writer, with J. H. Wicks, and E.  H.  F.
Bradby, left Courmayeur by moonlight at 8.20 P.M. T h e y  crossed
the Col de la Brenva, and slept at the Grand Mulets on the 29th.
I t  would have been possible to complete the ascent of Mont Blanc
and sleep at the Vallot Refuge. Some remarks on this expedition
will be found in this number of the Alpine Journal under the
heading Proceedings of the Alpine Club.'
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sometimes first-rate climbing and views surpassed by none in
any portion of the great chain of the Alps.

It will be urged perhaps, by those qualified to speak, that
these minor expeditions lack the one merit that should attach
to minor climbs : they do not make short days. I n  this
connection one must remember that the actual height of most
of these points is roughly the same as that of the Chamonix
Aiguilles ; bu t  indeed many of them make longer days than
peaks which are much higher. B u t  long days out are not so
dreadful as some climbers think. Nearly twenty years ago I
ventured to state an opinion, that in a day's climbing the
hours before 8 A.m. hardly seem to count ; and though in
later years we have often made a much earlier start than I
had then experience of, I  see no reason to modify this view.
Of course one will not contemplate such things until the days
of training are accomplished ; but lantern work on a footpath
is easy and not unpleasant, and there is nothing more delightful
than walking up towards great mountains in the stillness and
coolness of a moonlight night, a joy compared with which the
chilly charms of a bivouac are tame. Moreover by starting
early one often gets up a mountain on a fine day, and avoids
the disappointment of returning empty-handed from a  hut.
One avoids too the unpleasantness of being rudely awakened
from one's slumber, for one does not go to bed ; and above all,
one avoids deadly sensations associated with the ascent of
interminable zigzags in the heat of a blazing sun. A  fine day
may be enjoyed climbing on the mountains or basking in the
valleys, but i t  is wasted in walking up a zigzag. H o w  i t  is
that huts are overcrowded I  don't know. Personally I  feel
an aversion to a night within their walls, only exceeded by my
dread of the process involved in approaching them from the
valley. I  can yet vividly remember my  sensations when
ascending, thirty years ago, to the Cabane d'Orny, after lunch
at Orsieres, and again only last year, when having lunched at
Courmayeur and motored down to Villeneuve, we walked up
the Char road to Degioz. Bradby and I, who were far behind
Wicks and Wills, put our heads under the spout of a cattle
trough and obtained thereby some temporary relief, while our
heads hissed like red-hot pokers under a tap. I  used to think
that in this matter I  must be peculiar, and concealed through
shame my weakness, but I  have occasionally heard remarks
which seem to show that I  have not always been alone in silent
suffering. A t  any rate, dining at Degioz, i t  was gratifying to
hear Wills, who was always far in front, remark that at one
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time on the way up he wondered i f  he were actually going to
die. Even if one starts fairly early in the day, the ascent to a
hut is to me generally a trying experience, but it will probably
be admitted tha t  to  start after lunch is to court needless
suffering. W h y  i t  should be that the consumption of whole-
some nourishment, amid reasonably comfortable surroundings,
should be productive of seemingly unmerited distress is not a
matter to be discussed in these pages, but rather at a meeting
of the Royal Society of Medicine, where the gatherings are
quite free from any element of  gaiety, and where painful
subjects are debated in an atmosphere of appropriate gloom.

Some apology is due for the foregoing digression, but we
have often been asked why we so seldom sleep in huts and
make long days by starting before midnight. T h e  game is
worth the candle, that is why ; and I wonder that the practice
is not more common.

And now, to proceed to the matter with which this paper
should deal, the best method, though a dull one, will probably
be to take the ridges seriatim from the Col de la Seigne to the
Col Ferret, and to give a few details as to each ; and a pre-
liminary word may perhaps be said as to the general lie of the
range in reference to the compass points. One gets so accus-
tomed to looking at the excellent picture pourtrayed on the
Imfeld-Kurz map that i t  is sometimes difficult to remember
that the main direction of the watershed runs roughly South-
East and North-West, and not due East and West ; and, as the
buttresses we are about to discuss run roughly at right angles
from the line of the frontier ridge, their main lie is not due
North and South as one is apt to fancy.

Beginning then a t  the Col de la Seigne, the Pyramides
Calcaires are the first minor peaks that confront us. They
are very seldom climbed but, were they not so far away, would
be as popular for short days as are the peaks of the Petits
Charmoz from the Montenvers. O f  the Aiguille d'Estellette on
the East tuft° of the Aiguille des Glaciers I  can say little. I t
is many years since we were near it, and though it can be easily
ascended, there may perhaps be good climbs to be found upon
it. T w o  named points appear upon the Trelatete ridge, but
they offer no attractions to the climber.

East of the great valley of the Miage, however, each buttress
presents peaks of more or less interest, and in most eases there
is a sentinel quite close to the valley, which would long ago
have attracted notice in districts where the great height of
sublime neighbours had not so dwarfing an effect. Many of
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these lower points present a red colouring, and the epithet
Rouge ' has for very many years been attached to some of

them : and, in finding names for some previously unnamed
points, this principle has been further utilised.

On the Brouillard ridge, Mont Brouillard is, like the Aiguille
Blanche de Peteret, beyond the scope of a paper on minor
climbs. I t  is a long affair and should be attacked from the
Sella Hut. N o t  so however the Aiguilles Rouges du Brouillard.
They can be taken directly from Courmayeur, and there is
plenty of climbing to be had upon them. I f  one walks down
the main road from Courmayeur, as far as the first bridge, and
thence looks North-West to the left of the Chetd, a striking rock
ridge with about a dozen sharply cut pinnacles and gaps will be
seen peeping over the Col de Checruit. These are the Aigailles
Rouges du Brouillard. H o w  many of these points have been
climbed I  cannot say, but probably the highest of each group,
(North and South) has been reached.* The lower slopes are easy
from the Glacier de Miage, and that is the right route by which
to approach them. F rom the Brouillard side they are acaleable
only by the way of stone-raked couloirs. I n  our only expedi-
tion on this ridge, we attacked i t  from the southern end, and
went over as many points as time allowed for without reaching
the South summit ; but  the traverse of the entire ridge, which
we had in contemplation, would probably be too big an affair
for a single day out from Courmayeur, though in this expedi-
tion we lost much time from lack of the simple knowledge
that the East face is difficult—the West easy—and the ridge
route unduly long.

The Innominata buttress has three peaks on it, the highest,
the Innominata itself, being from the Brouillard side merely a
grind to a view-point. T h e  Aiguille Joseph-Croux looks easy if
attacked from the North-West, but like its higher neighbour, is
probably unclimbable from the Fresnay side.t T h e  summit of
the Aiguille du Chatelet is easy of access from the North, and
possibly inaccessible from the South, where the rocks are alabby
and not very attractive, but perhaps worth exploring when
other things won't go. W e  have not ascended any of these
peaks, but have twice been to the plateau below the little Glacier
du Chatelet, and have crossed thence the Fresnay Glacier,

* Mr. H. 0. Jones, who takes an especial interest in the Brouillard
Ridge, has failed to trace any record of their ascent.

1- I have recently been told that the first ascent of the Aiguille
Joseph Croux was made from the Fresnay side.
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from the South-East foot of the precipice of  Joseph Croux,
to a little pass which may appropriately be called the Col du
Fauteuil, whence one can descend into the Fauteuil des Alle-
mends. T h e  passage of the Fresnay is full of interest ; the
couloir on the East side of the Col is amusing ; the well-known,
but not too easily found, route down from the Fauteuil is always
amazing, especially in view of the fact that sheep are somehow
got up and down i t  ; the views one obtains are varied and
glorious ; and the whole expedition makes one of the most
attractive minor excursions in the Alps.

On the Great Peteret ridge which comes next, the Aiguille
Blanche is quite beyond my scope—and the Dames Anglaises
not less so. B u t  i f  ever we were to think of attacking these
formidable pinnacles, we should I  think sleep on the Chatelet
plateau, and approach them by the couloir which leads from the
Fresnay basin to the gap between them and the Aiguille Noire
de Peteret. Th is  last-named peak is also perhaps beyond the
range of minor expeditions, but though parties climbing i t
invariably sleep at a Ole in the Fauteuil, there is no reason
why i t  should not be climbed directly from Courmayeur.
The best route up i t  is perhaps not very easy to find, but i f
found, the climbing is for the most part easy. T h e  mountain
has a bad reputation for falling stones, often dislodged by
chamois, in the couloir leading up from the Fauteuil, and i t
is doubtless wise to do this part of the climb unroped. Wicks,
Morse, and I  went up it in 1893, with Emile Rey, who yelled
lustily before we reached the rocks, to frighten any chamois
away, and who, except at one awkward slab, where he threw
a rope down to us one by one, declined to rope the party at all,
on the ground that on so easy a mountain the rope was a
needless encumbrance. W e  did not  quite share his view,
and insisted on roping before commencing the descent. I t  is
characteristic of Rey's great confidence, not only in  himself
but also in those whose capacities he had gauged, that in his
latter years he so often adopted a course which eventually
contributed to his own death.* Whether this peak will ever
he climbed by any other route than the South-East arete and
the adjacent portion of the South face is very doubtful, but
that a rock so steep and so striking should possess a route so
easy is strange.

South of the Aiguille Noire, the ridge branches to enclose the

* Alpine Journal, vol. xvii. p. 561.
VOL. XXV.—NO. OXCII. L  L
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Fauteuil des Allemands, on each side of which rises a sentinel,
both well named from the prevailing colour of the rock, Mont
Rouge (West) and Mont Noir (East) de Peteret. I n  1905 we
had been struck with the apparent inaccessibility from most
points of Mont Rouge, and we incidentally discovered that
it had not been climbed. Accordingly we attacked i t  by
what appeared to be the most promising route, and what, per-
haps, is the only possible one, the South or South-West arete,
and went up its steep but fairly easy rocks, on which some grass
grows almost to the summit, without any idea that anything
very wonderful was being done, or that we were unwittingly
doing an injury to anyone else. B u t  the following year,
at the Montenvers, a curious incident occurred. A n  Italian
gentleman, after eyeing us for some time, came up and said in
English : Y o u  are the gentlemen who have robbed me of
Mont Rouge. For three years I have examined him and photo-
graphed him from every point of view, and this year I  came
to Courmayeur to try and climb him by the South-West arete.
And then I  am told that last year some Englishmen have
been up him. I  congratulate you.'

The summit of Mont Noir de Peteret can easily be reached
from the head of the couloir between it and the Aiguille Noire.
But a fine expedition, hitherto unmade, would be an attempt
from the Fauteuil by the South arete, and it may also perhaps
be possible to reach this arete from the right bank of the Brenva
Glacier, a footpath from Pertud leading to the rocks where
such an attempt might commence.

On the Tour Ronde ridge which forms the left bank of the
Brenva Glacier, rise two peaks. The  upper one, called Pic de
la Brenva (3510), has been climbed perhaps two or three
times and is best approached from the Col du Greant by way
of the Col d'Entreves, whence the climb by the North ridge is
short and easy. W e  hoped to have tried it by the South arete
last year, but circumstances prevented the attempt and we
contented ourselves with the easy route. The  climb, i f
possible, would probably be difficult.

The Aiguille de la Brenva (3207) is a remarkably fine rock. As
seen on a clear day from the Col du Greant route, it is so dwarfed
by the higher peaks of the Peteret as to be hardly noticeable,
but with a background of cloud its sheer face and bold outline
is most striking. T h e  first ascent was only made some ten
or twelve years ago, but it has since become a fairly popular
climb, the route being by the West buttress and the South
arete. There is just one bit of difficulty, and the rest is
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pleasant scrambling. A l l  parties come down b y  the way
they go up, but there is a  much better way down by  the
North-West face whence the foot .of the cliff is reached with-
out serious difficulty, and the remainder of the descent effected
on the snow.

Directly North of the summit is a splendid ridge of great rock
teeth, some few of which have I believe been ascended, but a tre-
mendous and sheer drop, just South of the unique pinnacle known
locally as the Pere Eternel, renders the climb of the North arete
impossible. W e  once went to .the gap between this strange
tower and the great pitch, but could see no hope of climbing
thence either the pinnacle or  the Aiguille itself. I n  1901
Bradby and I  made with Henri Rey the first traverse of the
Aignille, climbing over or round all the minor teeth on the
lower portion of the South arete, and descending to the snow on
the North-West by the route above alluded to. A f te r  descending
some little way diagonally, we were confronted by a shallow
and smooth gully, beyond which the rocks appeared precipitous,
so instead of crossing it  we descended v.ertically to the glacier
by difficult rocks, making free use of a spare rope. I n  1904,
accompanied by Wicks, but without Rey, we made the ascent
from this direction, and found that, had we crossed the gully,
an easy continuation of our diagonal route would have led 'is
to the snow much more quickly. I t  is remarkable that an
easy way should exist up this North-West face, which looks,
from a little distance, almost hopeless from a climber's point
of view.

Between the Aiguille de la Brenva and the Col du (leant
route there rises a conspicuous little Aiguillette, the Torrione
d'Entreves, on the ridge which separates the Glacier d'Entreves
from the Glacier de Tonle. I t  has been climbed by Signor A.
Hess, of Turin, who has made the first ascent of practically all
the subsidiary peaks which lie between the Poteret ridge and
the Grandes Jorasses.

The next ridge is that of  the Col du Geant, on which
there is but a single named point, the famed Mont Frety.
But that no ridge shall escape without a friendly word, I
may mention that there is an alternative route, well worthy
of occasional use i n  descending. Y o u  keep well t o  the
East on a  poorly marked track, or  run down grass and
occasionally shale slopes, and eventually pick up an interest-
ing path quite low down which traverses a  ravine from
West to East, and lands you in the valley a little North-West
of Entrevel.

LL 2
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Immediately East of the Col du Geant is the Marbrees ridge.
The seldom visited points from which i t  takes its name are
situated on the frontier and beyond my present sphere. B u t
a little lower down, about the height of the hut on the Col,
lie the twin peaks of Jetoula, and the jagged ridge which many
must have noticed, descending from them towards the valley.
Some years ago, when we often took Henri Rey with us in the
capacity of porter, we thought of making for these peaks,
and contemplated starting about 4  A.m. from Courmayeur.
Young Rey knew nothing of them, but said he would make
enquiries, and about 9 P.M. he turned up with the disconcerting
information that some years previously his father, Emile, had
slept very high on this ridge, and arrived at the Col du Geant
about 8 r.m. next night. A s  we were not in the best of training,
we turned our steps elsewhere, and i t  was not until last year
(1910) that we eventually started for them at midnight. O u r
route lay up the main backbone of the buttress, but to the East
of the jagged teeth, so conspicuous from the route up to the
Col. Though no serious difficulties were met with t i l l  we
reached the lower and nearer of the summits, the ascent had
occupied so much time, partly on account of three halts sheltering
from rain in the early morning, that we made for the gap
between them, instead of trying if perchance we could traverse
the two. Arr ived at  the gap, the lower peak looked very
difficult, and we had a fine scramble to reach the higher point,
where we found the cards of three previous parties, two of which
had certainly approached i t  from the North, but no evidence
of Emile Rey's alleged ascent. A s  regarded thence, the lower
peak looks one of the boldest and most formidable rock pinnacles
in the Alps. A  single stone perched on its summit, which
hardly looked as i f  i t  could have been there by accident,
suggested that i t  had been climbed, and lent colour to Emile
Rey's reputed ascent. W e  have not had the opportunity
of going back to that attractive rock, but a careful examination
from different points has led me to the conculsion that the
best chance of getting up it is from the north. W e  descended
by the way we went up, the route over the Marbrees to
the Col being obviously risky on account of  the avalanchy
condition of the snow, and regained Courmayeur after a long
day out.

I have left the foregoing paragraph as i t  was originally
penned, b u t  subsequent investigation, while throwing no
light on Rey's adventure, shows the first ascent of both points,
called respectively the Dent (lower) and the Tour (higher)
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de Jetoula, to have been made in 1898 by Messrs. Hess and
Santi with Cesar Oilier, the Dent having been climbed from
the gap between the peaks, i.e. from the North. A  party
wishing to enjoy to the best advantage the fine climbing to
be had on these grand rocks, may he recommended to sleep at
the Col du Geant and traverse the higher peak from above.
They would probably descend direct to Courmayeur, and for
anyone going down this way it may be mentioned that on the
lower portion of the buttress i t  is by no means so easy to
find a way down as i t  is  to  find one up, and that the
backbone of the ridge should be adhered t o  pretty closely.
It may be possible to descend to the snow on the East before
coming to this awkward part o f  the descent, and I  think
there is one couloir which goes right down t o  the snow ;
but the lower rocks on the East are for the most part sheer,
and a failure to reach the snow would mean serious loss o f
time.

The next buttress East of Jetoula is the Rochefort ridge, on
which there is one named point, '  Mont Rochefort ' (8448),*
easily ascended from the West, and probably also from the East,
and a sentinel Aiguille (8096), hitherto unnamed, close to the
valley. Th is  bold point is so overshadowed by its background
that it is hardly to be recognised from Courmayeur, and indeed,
from the village proper, i t  is just hidden by the shoulder of
La Saxe. F rom the fields below the Hotel Royal however,
given clouds behind it, the very sharp outline of its summit is
well seen, and from a portion of the Ferret road it is strikingly
conspicuous. A  name is a necessity, and as its upper rocks
are of reddish granite, we may safely follow the nomenclature
of so many of these sentinels, and call it the Aiguille Rouge de
Rochefort. Th i s  fine Aiguille, of  which a well-known local
guide could only say that it had certainly never been ascended,
we climbed last year. B u t  when we got to the top, we found
a cairn there. N o  cards were found to  indicate when, by
whom, or by what route the ascent had been made, but I  have
since learned that i t  also, like Jetoula and the peaks in the
Tour Ronde ridge, was first climbed by Signor Hess, accompanied
by his friend Santi, and Alessi° Brocherel. O u r  ascent was
made from the West, and proved a fine climb all the way. T h e
actual summit was approached from a little Col to its North,

* Two summits on Mont Rochefort have been climbed by Signor
Hess.
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this gap being gained by a rather long chimney, the lower
forty feet of which, blocked at the top by a huge boulder under
which one scrambles, being decidedly difficult. Once on the
sky line, the formidable-looking summit is much more easily
reached than seems likely from below.* There is plenty of
room for others to attempt new routes upon this somewhat
formidable peaklet.

Next to the Rochefort group comes the Grandes Jorasses,
the only great mountain in the Alps I  think that has never
been ascended by any of its main aretes. Tw o  buttresses
running roughly South-West and South-East enclose t he
Tronchey Glacier, and while the Western one presents no minor
attractions, there are on the Eastern buttress two named
peaks, the Aiguille de Tronchey (3550) and the Aigaille de
l'Eveque (3260). T h e  former is very easily ascended from
the South-West and we made, in 1905, what I suppose was the
second ascent, Mr. Yeld having made the first in 18964 O u r
chief object in this expedition was to examine at close quarters
the South-East mete of the Jorasses. A  party attempting
this great climb might bivouac on the summit of the Tronchey,
where the accommodation is ample, but the ascent thence, if
possible at  all, wil l  probably rank with the most formidable
climbs ever accomplished. T h e  summit of the Eveque can
be easily gained from the gap between i t  and the Aiguille de
Tronchey, but an attempt from the South would be quite a
different matter. A  glance at the map will however show how
large an expanse of rock is available on which to try and find a
way up.

East of  the Jorasses lies the Frebouzie Glacier, on the
further side of which the South arete of the Aiguille de Leschaux
descends till it rises to the summit of a peak, which, though
practically unknown and unnoticed, is with the exception of
the Aiguille Noire de Peteret, by far the most important sentinel
on any of these ridges. Mon t  Gruetta (3686) was climbed long
ago from the Frebouzie snows, by the upper portion of its West
arete, but whether it will ever be ascended from the South or

* Our route appears to have been very much the same as the
original ascent. Apparently Brocherel climbed with great difficulty
over the great boulder, and made the hole underneath it to facilitate
the descent. Our  ascent was made in July and the difficulties were
doubtless increased by the hole being largely blocked with snow
and ice.

t  Alpine Journal, vol. xviii. p. 442.
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East remains quite doubtful. I t  is strange that this great mass
of rock, so prominent on all the maps, should not have attracted
more attention. F o r  many years I  had wanted to explore it,
but the opportunity did not come t i l l  last year, when we
spent two days amongst its recesses. Shepherds and chamois
hunters have doubtless crossed the lower end of the Gruetta
Glacier, but I  expect we are the only human beings who have
ever penetrated to its head. The great South-East and South-
West aretes of Gruetta, studded with nameless rock points, en-
close this extensive but singularly retiring glacier, which is walled
on the East by an interesting rampart, and on the West by the
vast precipice of smooth black rock which culminates in the
summit of Gruetta. The glacier and the rocks at its head are so
fore-shortened, when regarded from below, that the difficulties
to be encountered and the time likely to be expended are apt
to be greatly under-estimated. A s  one looks up the glacier the
black summit of Gruetta lies well to the left, and just opposite
the head o f  the snow stands a  somewhat rounded and
apparently insignificant peak of red rock marked with a height
(3457) on the Imfeld map. A s  this point is to be shortly
alluded to in more detail i t  will be convenient at once to give
it a name, and call it, as it may appropriately be called, Mont
Rouge de Gruetta. T h e  word ' Mont' is here more euphonious
than `Aiguille,' and, as from all reasonably accessible points
of view the shape is rounded, the term is sufficiently descriptive.
This peak is in reality the highest subsidiary point on the great
South-East arete, and, as it is situated just where the ridge takes
a bend, i t  stands exactly opposite the head of the glacier. A
marked gap to its South-East separates this peak from the lower
portion of the arete, while from another gap to its North-West
the ridge rises steeply to the summit of Gruetta which overtops
Mont Rouge by about 1000 ft. A n  awkward-looking chimney,
a snow slope, and a final wall of rock intervene between the
glacier head and the last-named gap, while a steep snow couloir
leads up to the Eastern depression.

Our objective in both expeditions was an attempt upon
Gruetta itself, but on our first we were driven back by villain-
ous weather, when, having crossed the bergschrund, we were
struggling with the difficulties of the chimney. Subsequent
observation rendered i t  very doubtful, however, whether we
could have reached the arete by that route, and further made
it obvious that our chances of gaining the summit thence
would have been very shadowy. O n  our second expedition
we went up the Eastern couloir hoping to traverse over the
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summit or face of Mont Rouge and so reach the final arete of
Gruetta proper. B u t  the glacier on each occasion occupied
three hours, and the couloir took an hour more. Further,
when about half way between the head of the couloir and the
top of Mont Rouge, it became clear that we should have all our
work cut out to reach its summit, and that anything more
that day would be out of the question. W e  went up the broad
buttress from the Col at the top of the couloir by a series of
fairly easy chimneys, but when about 300 ft. below the summit
were suddenly confronted, on rounding a corner, with one of
the most extraordinary situations we have ever come across.
'he broad ridge quite suddenly narrowed to a small gap that
one could stride, beyond which the arete rose almost per-
pendicularly with absolutely vertical walls to right and left.
I  have said that from below Mont Rouge appears as a rounded
mast:, but the configuration of the upper 800 ft. is in reality
most peculiar. C u t  a penny or a millstone in two, and stand
up one half on its cut base, like a half moon, and one gets some-
thing approaching the true shape. O n  the little gap which
we had reached we were opposite the edge of the bisected disc,
and the edge was exactly two yards wide but steeper than the
coin analogy would indicate, and presented from our view-point
the appearance of an almost vertical tower. T h e  climb up this
singular edge was easier than it looked, for the rocks were firm
and these were just enough good holds. A t  one place progress
seemed threatened by a short pitch which slightly overhung,
hut a firm '  chock-stone,' to borrow a Lakeland term, wedged
tightly in a crack, gave just the purchase that was needed to
overcome the difficulty, and a little further on we stepped on
to easy ground and were soon building a cairn upon this fine
and hitherto nameless point. T h e  view of the stupendous
precipices of Gruetta as seen thence is one of the most im-
pressive eights that any of us know, and the vast area of smooth
rock face, free from any fleck of snow, which here meets the
eye is perhaps unmatched in the Alps. Whether Gruetta will
ever be climbed direct from this glacier I  cannot say ; but the
climb, if possible, will be long and difficult. Perhaps a more
likely route would be found in an attempt to climb along the
whole length of the South-West arete, which might be reached
from the Gruetta glen by keeping well to the West of  the
glacier.

Beyond Gruetta lie two more ridges, and they need but
scanty notice here. T h e  South arete of the Triolet terminates
in quite a range of attractive little Aiguilles called the Monts
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Rouges de Triolet, recently climbed by Mr. H. 0.  Jones, and
described in his paper published in this number of the Journal :
but the South ridge of Mont Dolent which runs down to the Col
de Petit Ferret, and which marks the frontier between Italy
and Switzerland, though showing two named points, presents
no climbing interest, at any rate so far as the Italian side is
concerned.

Some of the routes on the accompanying map go back as far
as the year 1879, while the expeditions which have been shortly
described in this paper have been spread over a period of
fifteen or twenty years. T h e  constitution of the attacking
party has not always been the same. Morse, Carr, Kesteven,
Wills, Wicks, and Bradby have played a part in one or more
of them ; and Bradby with either Wicks, or Wills, or both, in
nearly all. I n  one expedition (the Aiguille Noire de Peteret) we
were accompanied by a guide acting as such, and in two or
three others by a guide who was good enough to accompany
us as porter. O n  two occasions a lady has graced the party,
and on another two ladies were somewhat unwillingly induced
to traverse a rock ridge.

The diagram will serve to indicate the general routes upon the
mountains, and also the positions of the paths and tracks into
the glens.* The local peasants know the paths in the immediate
vicinity of their own group of chalets, but the majority of the
local guides know very little of the tracks in the less frequented
regions. T h e  whereabouts of the bridge leading to the Gruetta
glen just opposite the Chalets is important, as it is not marked
on any map, and we lost an hour or more of valuable time on
our first visit from our driver's ignorance on this point. H e
believed the bridge was higher up the valley, and as a result we
waded knee-deep through two icy torrents at 3 o'clock in the
morning. T h e  character of the climbing on these ridges has
been seldom very difficult, but on the other hand the number
of hours during which each step requires care has often been
unusually large. Those who follow us wil l  find plenty o f
scrambling, and a few new climbs. O n  most days they will see
chamois, and occasionally eagles, and they will, for many years
to come, be sure of the latter-day luxury of having the moun-
tains entirely to themselves.

* The more Easterly of the routes to the Rochefort basin should
skirt the base of the cliffs, instead of crossing them, and the route
to the Tronchey glen should be more to the East, as avalanches
fall from the Glacier de Tronchey.

Digitized by G o o g l e




