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National Park, by a successful ascent of the mountain in August
1898. T h e  peak is noted for the unusual difficulties it presents to
the mountaineer. Since the first ascent of this grand mountain,
on July 29, 1872, by the Hon. Nathaniel P. Langford and Captain
James Stevenson, the latter of whom was in charge o f  the Snake
River Division of the U.S. Geological Survey then at work in  that
vicinity, under the direction of Dr. Hayden, the many attempts to
scale i t  have al l  been unsuccessful unt i l  its summit was again
reached in August 1898 by a Mr. Owen and party, of Wyoming.
Mr. Owen had, i t  seems, made two previous attempts, both o f
which, on account of unfavourable conditions, had been unsuccess-
ful. D u e  mention of the ascent of the peak by Mr. Langford and
Captain Stevenson was made by Dr. Hayden and embodied in his
official report of the expedition, while a full account o f  the ascent
was furnished by  Mr. Langford to the then Scribner's ' (now
`Century') Magazine,' and published in the June number of 1873.
The pride of Mr. Owen in his recent achievement has, i t  is to be
regretted, led him into the folly of attempting to magnify it by the
claim that his is the first ascent, which pretension he attempts to
maintain by attacking the veracity of Captain Stevenson, who has
been dead many years, and Mr. Langford, an honoured resident of
St. Paul, Minn. I t  is an act of simple justice to the memory of
Captain Stevenson, a man of the highest and most unquestionable
veracity, and only fair to Mr. Langford, who is an author of dis-
tinction, one of the founders of Yellowstone National Park, and a
citizen of the highest reputation, to state the fact of  their first
ascent of the peak.

I bring this matter to the attention of  your readers, that any
wrong impression created by the claims Mr. Owen is putting forth
may be corrected, and that the ascent made by Mr.  Langford and
Captain Stevenson may neither be overlooked nor forgotten.

LUTHER B. YAPLE.
Chillicothe, Ohio : Nov. 17, 1898.

PROCEEDINGS O F  T H E  ALPINE CLUB.
A GENERAL MEETING of the Club was held, by the kind permission
of the authorities, in  the Lecture Theatre of the University of
London, on Tuesday, May 2, at 8.30 r.xt., the Right Hon. James
Bryce, President, in the chair.

Members and their friends, including ladies, to the number of
about 700, were present.

The PRESIDENT introduced with a few words Sir Martin Conway,
who read a paper entitled Cl imbs in the Andes in 1898,' which
was illustrated by lantern slides.

Mr. E .  A. FITZGERALD, in proposing a  vote of thanks to Sir
Martin Conway, said he had mad recently that Sir Martin Conway
intended to retire and no longer affront the heights. I f  Sir Martin
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Conway really retired from the field, he left behind a record notable
among the climbers of the world. F i r s t l y  there was the rapidity
with which lie had achieved his objects ; he was at the top of a
new peak before his friends realised that he had started from
London. H i s  explorations had added something beyond the mere
barren records to the map of the country he had visited. U p o n
this ground, therefore, he ventured to add their special congratula-
tions to  Sir Martin, besides those which they all felt in that he
had added two new peaks to the l i s t  o f  heights conquered by
members of the Alpine Club. A s  to what Sir Martin Conway had
said about Aconcagua, it was, said Mr. FitzGerald, a matter of great
satisfaction to him that he had been able to smooth the way for
what S i r  Martin Conway had too modestly called his sporting
excursion up  i ts  side. H e  attacked Aconcagua with the same
deliberation and energy with which he attacked Illimani and Sorata,
and reached the top without any great difficulty.

Mr. VINES, in seconding the vote of thanks, said that he much
admired Sir Martin Conway for having been able to carry heavy
loads at a high altitude, and for being so early a riser. H e  had
himself never started til l the sun was rising, fearing the great cold
too much, and having the example before him of Zurbriggen's frost-
bite. H e  thoroughly appreciated Sir Martin Conway's work, as he
knew from experience of the Andes how to value it. S i r  Martin
ought, however, to have begun at Panama, and he might then have
read a paper on The  Andes from End to End.'

Senor ARAMAYO, the Bolivian Minister, wished to thank S i r
Martin Conway for  the polite manner in which he had referred
to his country and to  himself. H e  congratulated h im on the
marvellous success of his important work. H e  deserved the admi-
ration of Englishmen and the thanks of his own (the speaker's)
countrymen.

Professor BONNEY had been struck b y  the great difference
between the region round Sorata, which was crystalline, and that
round Aconcagua, which was volcanic. O n  the first there was
much more snow than on the latter, though Aconcagua was both
higher and further south. T h e  mountains generally appeared to
be in  a '  shockingly bad state of repair.' F r o m  one end of the
range t o  the other denudation was proceeding very rapidly, a
point well brought out by the photographs.

The PRESIDENT said that he remembered Mr. Leslie Stephen
once remarking to him that volcanoes ought not properly to be con-
sidered as mountains, for they were only huge slag heaps. W h e n
a boy he had been taught that the Andes were volcanic, an idea
held till quite recently ; hut now the fact appeared that there, as
in the Caucasus, huge volcanoes rose in the midst of other rocks.
Crystalline rocks gave far  greater variety t o  the scenery than
volcanic. Sou th  America was not entirely unknown to members
of the Club, as it had been visited by Hinchliff, Ball, W. E. Hall,
and Whymper ; but st i l l  few realised the great difficulties in  the
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way of travel which Sir  Martin Conway had successfully sur-
mounted, and of which he had made very little. T h e  people
seemed to have as superstitious a dread of the mountains as the
peoples of Asia, and this made it difficult to get porters.

The vote of thanks was then carried by acclamation, and Sir
Martin Conway showed some more slides illustrating his visit to
Tierra del Fuego.

A GENERAL MEETING of the Club was held in the Hall 011
Tuesday evening, June 6, at 8.30, the Right Hon. James Bryce,
President, in the chair.

Mr. L. C. F. Oppenheim was balloted for and elected a member
of the Club.

The PRESIDENT announced that as only five members had intimated
their desire to attend the Summer Dinner, it would not be held this
year. H e  informed members that M.  Charles Durier, a  former
President of the French Alpine Club and an honorary member of
the Alpine Club, had recently died. M .  Durier had always been
very friendly to English climbers and glad to give them any assist-
ance in his power. I t  was agreed that a letter be sent to the French
Alpine Club expressing the regret with which the news had been
received by the Meeting. T h e  PRESIDENT also announced the death
of Mr. J. H. Kitson, who had been elected in 1867. H e  had been
a very good climber, though he had not contributed to the' Journal '
more than one article, The Weisshorn from the North Side.'

The PRESIDENT further informed the Club that three photographs,
exhibited at the recent exhibition, had been presented, and that
Mr. Compton had presented two of his sketches.

Mr. SPENDER read a  paper entitled Mountaineering in  the
Pyrenees,' which was illustrated by lantern slides.

Mr. PUCKLE said that he had been in the Pyrenees many years
ago. H e  had been much impressed by the beauty of the lakes and
the waterfalls. T h e  beauty of the vegetation made up for the
less amount of snow and ice. There was throughout the Pyrenees
generally great beauty of form and colour.

Mr. BUTLER had been among the Pyrenees twenty-seven years ago,
though he had not done any walking, only riding on ponies with
whose wonderful capacity either for level roads or for the steepest
ground he had been much struck. H e  would like to know whether
the rope-soled shoes were good for climbing.

Mr. HASKETT-SMITH said that though he had known the Pyrenees
for less than twenty years it had been his privilege to see them
under the auspices of the late Mr. Packe and Count Russell, and
he had heard with great pleasure Mr. Spender's handsome tribute
to those great pioneers.

It was somewhat surprising to hear the absence of scarpetti '
lamented, seeing that the alpargata ' or espadrille ' was practically
the same thing and almost universally worn. A  few hunters wore
the avarque,' a plain pad of leather under the foot. B u t  on diffi-
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cult rocks the natives preferred bare feet to either. M r .  Spender
would have done well to ascend the Canigou, which i n  the days
when the 'Edinburgh Review' referred to Mont Blanc as the highest
mountain in the Old World' and long afterwards was regarded as
the highest point of the Pyrenees. F r o m  its isolated position at
the end o f  the chain it certainly commanded an astounding view,
and could itself be recognised at vast distances, while loftier peaks,
such as the Nethou, the Mont Perdu, and the Billetous, could seldom
be seen at  all. M r .  Spender's charming book had brought back
many delightful memories to the speaker, and he trusted that i t
would have the effect of drawing many members of the Club into a
beautiful country which was still unspoilt.

Mr. MATHEWS wished to  say that he did not  know a more
delightful book on mountaineering than Mr.  Spender's on the
Pyrenees, and he had never listened to a paper more modest, simple,
and delightful.

Dr. WILLS said that he had experienced great difficulty in the
Pyrenees in getting food. I t  was a mistake to regard the Spanish
side as a place where lodging fit for man or beast could be obtained.
It is probably wiser to take a complete camp outfit with one. A s
regards foot gear, he had found that their local guide, who wore
rope-soled shoes, could beat them going up, but was far behind
them in the descent over rough and broken ground, where he had
to carefully choose his footsteps ; but  they, with nailed boots, could
step where they liked.

The PRESIDENT had spent five o r  six weeks in  the Pyrenees
twenty-six years ago. Canigou was a  very interesting mountain,
being, unlike the rest, of granite. I t  stood isolated and with no
snow on it. I t  was said to be visible from Marseilles. M r .  Spender
had complained of the want of good guides, but when he was there
there were several good men, and he could not help thinking that
in the central Pyrenees there must be young men taking up the
work. The i r  guide had used ropes in taking them up the Maladetta,
an easy climb of two days from Luchon, the top of which afforded
one of the finest views that he had ever seen. Vignemale also
afforded a very good view, and it ,  too, was an easy climb. Count
Russell had a genuine passion for the mountains, which was very
infectious for any one who travelled with him. W i t h  regard to
slippers, he had seen in the nitro, a list slipper worn, which made
climbing on rocks very easy, but was o f  no use on snow. H e
could quite support Mr. Spender's experience with regard to the
suspiciousness of the Andorrans, for when he was there he was
looked upon as a  company promoter, as at the time the closing
of the German gaming houses after the war of 1870 had made
gamblers look out for a  new abode—it was before the days o f
Monte Carlo—and Andorra had been fixed on as a good place.
The Republic was a curious litt le place, claiming origin from the
times of Charlemagne. T h e  great charm of the Pyrenees was the
richness o f  vegetation i n  the valleys and the contrasts between
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the two sides of the mountain chain ; the great drawback, the lack
of high sleeping-places. There was practically no such place above
8,000 ft., except Gavarnie. Probably that was why English climbers
went there so little.

A hearty vote of  thanks was accorded to Mr. Spender, and the
proceedings closed.
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