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ALPINE NOTES.
MONTE LASTE.—SEPTEMBER 23, 1874.—Mr. M. Holzmann sends the

following note :—Following the cart-track which leads from Cimolais
up the right bank of the Cimolina we turned after 35 minutes to the
left to enter Val del Campol. A  very rough track begins in  the
bed of the torrent, soon changes into a narrow footpath on the right
bank, and crosses after a short time to the left bank, where i t  rises
rather rapidly. Another footpath mounts steeply on the right bank
to the pastures on the east slope o f  Monte Duranno. T h e  path on
the left bank on reaching some grass slopes becomes less distinct. B y
keeping the direction nearly due N. we posed after 1 hour 10 mins.
over some rocks to enter a thicket of half-burnt creeping pine, crossed
after 1 hour the bed of debris of the principal watercourse, and ascended
on its right bank a less thickly overgrown slope, bearing a little N. of
NW. A f t e r  1 hour, after having climbed a short rocky furrow, we
turned NE. and moved on the SE. side of the ridge which connects
the Duranno with Monte Lasts just below its crest in 20 mins. towards
a gap close to the S., the base of Mte. Lasts, the Forcella di Campol,
1,560 metres above Cimolais, whence it is possible to descend into the
SE. branch of Val Montina by following some ledges along the W. slope
of Mte. Lasts. Although it did not seem impossible to ascend g couloir
which leads straight up to the final slope of Mte. Laste, we turned SE.
and went in 5 min. up to a projecting buttress above which rises to E.
a wall of rock of great steepness which offers less difficulty than might
be expected, as the dolomite is here unusually sound, every ledge, even
if  only half an inch broad, affording perfectly safe hold to hand and foot.
Having climbed the wall in h o u r  we came to a slope of debris on the
S. side of the summit. B y  keeping close to the rocks on our left hand,
and thus wheeling rapidly round to the N. and W., we ascended the
slope and gained in 15 min. the top of the rocks. There facing N. we
walked over debris in 10 min. up to the summit of  Mte. Laste, 1,977
metres above Cimolais, considerably higher than the Mte. Duranno.
It commands a very fine view including a large extent of the Adriatic,
almost the whole dolomite district, great part of the Tauern range,
&c., &c Hav ing  returned to the top of the rocks from which in the
ascent we had at last moved, we faced E. and came in 10 min. from the
summit to a gap between the latter and a secondary peak on its S. side,
the Forcella del film. Laste, 222 metres below the summit. Thence we
descended a couloir which falls into a SW. branch of Val Frassini, taking
to the rocks on its right bank when the couloir itself did not allow of
further progress. These rocks, especially when seen from below, look as
smooth as a slate-covered roof of hopeless steepness, but they are quite
easy, the slabs overlapping in the wrong way and being as sound as the
rocks of the SW. base of the summit. A f t e r  1 hour, on reaching the
growth of creeping pine we held more to the S. side of the slope, but when
we approached the lower precipices, we thought it preferable to cross over
to the N. wall of rock, close to which we found a faintly marked foot-
path which led qs to the foot of  those precipices. Theoce following

it
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path on the right bank of the torrent bed we soon fell into the track
which comes down from the northern and principal branch o f  Val
Frassini, shortly after also into that descending from Val S. Maria,
entered after 1 hour 20 min. the valley of the Cimolina, and returned
in 12 hours to Cimolais. (Guide, Santo Siorpaes.)

THE GRAND COMBIN FROM THE COL DU SONADON.—Mr. Durnford, with
Daniel Ballay of  Bourg St. Pierre and Anton Ritz, left Bourg St.
Pierre on the afternoon of August 27, and after 2 i  hrs. of easy walk-
ing up the Valsorey, reached a spot upon the rocks a short distance
below the couloir on the Sonadon route, where the party encamped for
the night in the open, no shelter being available. A t  4.30 on the 28th,
they started in misty and threatening weather, and pursued the ordi-
nary Sonadon route t i l l  within a short distance of the col, when they
turned to the left and halted for breakfast at 6, at the foot of  the
rocks. A t  6.30 they proceeded at once to attack the rocky face of the
mountain, and after about an hour's climbing over steep but not diffi-
cult crags reached an arete, the SE. face of which overhangs the
deeply indented cleft which here runs up into the mountain from
the NW. side o f  the col. I t  became here necessary to  cut steps
for some distance up an extremely steep ice slope, till another stretch
of rocks was reached. These turned out to be very rotten, and great
care was required to avoid detaching the most solid-looking pillars, one
of which, dislodged by Ballay, did actually fall upon the rope, and al-
most severed it. A f t e r  passing these rocks the weather became worse,
and for the rest of the day was a mixture of snow and sleet. Another
half hour's step-cutting up a still steeper ice slope landed the party on
the more gradual snow ridges which lead to the peak, which was
reached at 10.5, and almost as quickly left, there being no view and
the wind intensely cold. T h e  descent was made by the ordinary route
and the Col de la Maison Blanche to Bourg St. Pierre, which was
reached at 4.30, the whole expedition lasting 12 hrs. including halts.
Owing to the weather these were less demanded than would have been
the case on a hot day. T h e  expedition is strongly recommended as
by far the best route for the ascent of the Grand Combin. M r.  Durn-
ford tried the mountain in 1873 from the col itself, but was stopped
by the formidable wall o f  rocks a few hundred feet below the summit,
which forms so conspicuous an object in the views of the mountain as
seen from the Valpelline and Val d' Aosta ; but from this point the
view was as good on all sides but the N. as from the summit. In 1874,
of course, there was, owing to the weather, no view. Probably from
no point do the Graian Alps, especially the Grivola, and the rich
middle distance of the valley and town of Aosta, look so well.

Daniel Ballay had not heard o f  Herr lsler's ascent of 1873, and
maintained that this was the first ascent from the Sonadon; but from
the account published in the Jahrbuch' there seems no reason to
doubt that the Swiss climber attained the summit. I t  is, however, to
be remarked, that he states that he was unable to find any relics of
former ascents, whereas on the highest peak there certainly is a bottle
containing the cards of  travellers for many years back. T h e  route
taken by Herr Isler was much longer, as be, for some unexplained

Digitized by G o o g l e



266 A l p i n e  Notes.

reason, started from a point at the head of the Val de Bagnes, and was
so late in the day that the rocks were considered unsafe, and the
ascent was made to the left of the route taken by Mr. Durnford's party,
and apparently upon the snow and ice the greater part of the way, so
that the summit was not reached till 2 P.M., and the col, in the descent,
till 6 P.M.

The expedition might very well be made from the Valsorey chalets
if a night under cover is preferred.

TEE GROSSE WINDGELLE.—During a short visit to the Maderaner-
thal last summer I ascended the Grosse Windgelle (August 21) with a
view of settling approximately some doubts as to the comparative
height of the two peaks of the mountain, the depth of the cleft be-
tween them, and the absolute height of the mountain itself. These
were (1) my own statements in the Alpine Journal,' No. 43, that
the distance between the peaks was not 30 yards and the depth of the
cleft not 50 feet; (2 )  the assertion of H.  P.  Thomas, Esq., who
ascended the mountain last year, that the peak not yet ascended was
50 feet higher than the other; and (3) the opinion expressed by Messrs.
Moore and Walker, viewing the Grosse Windgelle from the Oberalp-
stock, that the latter mountain bad been much underrated and was
nearly equal in height to the former. Messrs. Noon, Bode, Thomas,
and Morshead joined in the expedition. W e  had Albin Baumann for
first guide, Joseph Gnos for second, and further took a porter who
carried a ladder 15 feet long, with a view to ascend the second peak.
I found the ascent more difficult than in July 1866, as there was much
less snow, and we had to cut steps for the last 200 or 300 feet. The
ladder was found unavailable for its intended purpose, but served to
shorten the ascent over a crevassed part of the Stiiffel glacier. W e  all
agreed (1) that the depth of the cleft was between 100 and 150 feet, and
the distance between the peaks from 70 to 100 yards; (2)  that the
peaks were as nearly as possible of the same height. Sitting on the
first peak I could see over the other the pyramid of the Weisshorn for
a depth of several thousand feet. [ I  also learned from J. M. Tit:6a,
who made the first ascent, that Herr Hoffman used a level without de-
tecting any appreciable difference between them.] ( 3 )  that the
Oberalpstock looked higher than the Grosse Windgelle by all the 462
feet extra given to it by the Federal Survey. A n  aneroid observation,
however, gave the mountain a height of 10,665 feet, 200 feet above
the F.S. B u t  the instrument is by no means reliable.

Looking at the Oberalpstock from the Grosse Windgelle we thought
that the northern peak might certainly be reached from the Regen-
stalden Firn, but that it would not be possible to cross the depression
between that and the highest summit.

The route by the W. side of the icefall of the Brunni glacier, avoid-
ing the circuit round i ts head, and shortening the ascent o f  the
Oberalpstock by nearly two hours, has been followed several times,
but the bergschrund seems likely to present difficulties late in the season.

I  found the guide Joseph Maria Trosch, the elder (of Silenen), who
was reported to be suffering from rheumatism both in 1872 and 1874,
looking very well and in apparently good health. H e  expressed him-

Digitized by G o o g l e



Alpine Notes. 2 6 7

self equal to any of the ascents in the Maderanerthal. H e  took me up
the Schlossberg (10,338), which lies directly N. of the Gross Spanort
and S.W. of the Surenen Ect. W e  left Altorf August 25 and slept at
the Blacken Alp (5,833). W e  started next morning at 5, reached the
top at 8.45, after an ascent free from difficulty though i n  parts re-
quiring care. W e  remained on the top an hour and reached the
chalet a t  12.30. He re  we rested an hour and started for Altorf,
which we reached at 6.30 P.m. I t  was a moonlight evening, and
Trosch continued his journey to Antsteg and up the Maderanerthal to
his house at Waldibalm. T h u s  his day's work comprised ascents
amounting to very nearly 9,000 feet and descents amounting to 10,500
.feet. There  is evidently plenty of good stuff in him yet, and I  should
.be glad to hear of visitors to the Maderanerthal asking for him and not
allowing themselves to be put off by the representations of the land-
lord or guides as to the infirm state of his health. H e  is a man of the
utmost modesty as well as courage, and though long the best guide in
the Maderanerthal, and having made more expeditions than any guide
there except his friend and comrade Z'graggen, he has steadfastly re-
fused t o  have a recommendation book. T h e  ascents he has made
range over a period of more than thirty years, and it is my intention to
draw up a  formal statement o f  them as far as possible in a neatly
bound note-book and forward i t  to him. I  should feel much obliged
if  any member of  the Club who has employed him would send me a
statement of the expedition in the ordinary form, and I  would have i t
enclosed or bound up in the book.

When visiting the Hufi glacier I  found i t  had retreated very con-
siderably. T h i s  retrogression has, i t  seems, been going on for three
years. Professor A .  Heim states in vol. ix. o f  the Swiss Jahrbuch,
that during the 26 months between August 1871 and November 1873
the glacier retreated 486 feet. T h i s  continued in winter as well as in
summer. Between November 3, 1871, and May 28, 1872, i t  retreated
30 feet ; between November 24, 1872, and May 25, 1873, no less than
110 feet. I n  the 10 days following May 28, 1872, it advanced 1 foot,
but i n  the following 39 days i t  retreated 77 feet. (N .B .  Swiss
measure.)—JOHN SOWERBY.

THE GLETSCHER-GARTEN A T  L U Z E R N . — W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  series o f
Photographs of the so-called ' Gletscher-garten ' at Luzern. I t  appears
that Mr. Troller, a wine merchant, was about to construct a cellar near
the Lion Monument, when the workmen came upon the singular traces
of glacier action which have since been laid bare. W e  quote from the
English translation of a description of the garden, by a local physician : —
`Nearly all over the rising rocks you may observe polished surfaces
and furrows running from south to north, both being produced by the
motion of the glacier. When a thin stratum of debris, scarcely three
feet deep, had been removed, there appeared strata o f  debris, consist-
ing of granite, gneiss, erratic blocks, from the St. Gothard, of blue-black
mountain limestone from the Axenberg chain, of nummulite limestone
abounding with petrifactions and mixed with small rock crystals and
sandstones containing small fish teeth. A f t e r  the surface of the rock
had been cleared there appeared more or less rounded hollows in
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which the larger blocks lay bedded in damp clayey rubbish. A f t e r
being emptied, they were found to be elegant giants' cauldrons, with
smooth sides and spiral winding. A t  the bottom of them were found
the roundish grindstones which had performed the excavation.'.

A collection of objects from a lake village, discovered in the Lake of
Baldegg, 12 miles north of Luzern, is also placed in the garden.

SPRING ASCENTS.—Despite the very heavy winter snowfalls in many
parts of the Alps, the splendid settled weather of April and May led to
an unusually early commencement of the Alpine season. Mon t  Blanc
was ascended by Mr. T. S. Kennedy on the 18th May. But  the Italians
are entitled to the honours of this spring campaign. Signor J. Corona
began with an ascent of the Grand Tournalin, with the guides J .
Carrel and J. J. Maquignaz, in Val Tournanche, early in February.
The whole party are described as suffering more or less from the rarity
of the air ! T h e  thermometer during the descent marked 24 degrees
below zero Centigrade.

On the 16th April Signor Corona ascended from Cogne the Point de
la Tersiva, and on the 21st the Grivola. T h e  ascent occupied 11
hours from the upper chilets (,f the Pousset. S .  Corona's description
of the final climb is quoted

Jusqu'ici point de difficultes, mais elles commencent en montant le
rocher ; on glissait--it cheque pas—h cause de la neige et de la glace—il
fallait se tirer lentement en haut par la corde, qui etait tenue par lea
guides ou Hee autour des rochers. Que  de fatigues et que de dangers !
Seulement celui qui connalt la Grivola pour l'avoir montee en ete,
peut comprendre nos efforts et notre courage ou mieux notre audaco.

. .  Mes deux guides se tinrent h. la hauteur de leur renommee et
firent vraiment des miracles de force et d'intelligence, et leur prudence
ne nous a jamais abandonne. C'est a deux heures que nous arrivames
sur la pointe. Quells vue I .  .  .  E n  deux heures et demie, nous
laissant toujours glisser avec la corde, nous descendlmes au glacier,
et, avec un sentiment a la fois d'horreur et d'admiration, nous re-
gardames encore la route presqu'aerienne que nous venions de faire sans
accident.'

On the 12th May Signor Corona, accompanied by  S. Santelli,
and with, as guides, the brothers Maquignaz, S. A. Carrel, and Luc
Meynet (known to all Mr. Whymper's readers), ascended the Matter-
horn from Breil. T h i s  expedition carried, despite the amount of snow
and ice, to a successful close, is one of  the most daring on record.
Signor Corona strongly recommends that the present cabin should be
abandoned, and a new and more convenient one erected near the foot of
' the Tower.' l i e  carefully examined the ropes on the Italian aide of the
mountain, and reports, as a whole, favourably of their condition. T h e
unsafe ones are about to be replaced. O n  the 10th June S. Corona
made the first ascent of one o f  the peaks of  the Jumeaux between
Breil and the Valpelline. Star t ing at 1 A.M. the party reached at
9.30 A.M. the Becca di Guin after a climb described as a' good copy of the
Cervin.' Thence the way to the Jumeaux lay along a ridge covered by
an enormous cornice of snow and ice, which offered great difficulties.
The peak reached was named the ruuta Sella, after the founder of file
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Italian Alpine Club, to whom S. Corona owes his introduction to
mountaineering.

JHELUM IOR ANDER EGG AS A SCULPTOR.—In the Dudley Gallery another
small statuette, by M. Anderegg, is now on view. T h e  likeness is suf-.
ficiently well preserved to enable most frequenters of the Alpine Club
to recognise the subject—one of his old English friends and employers.
The work we are afraid cannot be considered much of an advance on
his first production. T h e  texture of the clothes is less firmly given,
and the whole figure, though in an easy attitude, is somewhat lifeless.
Considering, however, the general level and the evil traditions of ordinary
Swiss wood-carving, Melchior's work deserves great praise; and it is to
be hoped that more of his friends will follow Mr. Schutz-Wilson's ex-
cellent example and provide employment for their guide in the long
leisure hours of an Alpine winter.

SUNRISE FROM THE PIGNE D'AROLLA.—On Wednesday, August 12,
1874, Mr.  W. B.  Rickman left the inn at Arolla at 5 P.M., accom-
panied by Jean Viguier (the tailor of Evolena) as a  porter, and
reaching the Pas des Chevres at 7 ,  passed the early hours o f  the
night in a small cave on. the right of the lower portion of  the ' pas.'
Starting at 11.0 P.M., they attained the highest point of the Pigne
d'Arolla at about 3.0 A.m., and there saw the sun rise. T h e  effect was
most grand ; the snow peaks changing colour several times, while the
valleys remained in  darkness. A s  it is seldom that a sunrise from so
great a height, 12,400 ft., can be seen with so little difficulty, the ascent
may be expected to become a usual thing in the Val d'Herens.

REVIEWS AND NOTICES.
A MODERN MUNCHAUSEN,

In April last a Captain Lawson put forth a book professing to give
an account of travels in New Guinea, and describing amongst other
marvels the discovery and partial ascent of a mountain 32,783 feet in
height—that is, considerably the highest yet measured. Such a discovery,
i f  genuine, would have called for immediate notice in the '  Alpine
Journal.' B u t  the details of the supposed ascent given by the author
were so obviously absurd and impossible that i t  did not occur to us
that his work could be either intended or taken as other than rather
a poor joke—an English imitation of  Monsieur J. Verne's popular
romances.

But, unfortunately for the credit of English reviewers, writers have
been found ready to swallow entire the meal offered them, including
that very large morsel, Mount Hercules, and to describe the book as
' the most valuable contribution to the literature of travel that has.

•  Wanderings in the Interior of New Guinea. By  Captain A. J. Lawson. Chap-
man & Hall. 1875.
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