C A RUSSELL

One Hundred Years Ago
(with extracts from the Alpine Journal)
(Plates 72-76)
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anuary, 1898, has been an extraordinary month in the High Alps.
A succession of cloudless days following on one of the smallest falls of snow on record has made winter climbing much less
laborious than it usually is. After an ascent of Piz Sella on Jan. 12,
I went on the 19th to Boval, the little club hut by the Morteratsch
Glacier. I was accompanied by a friend and two guides, and on the
20th, in summerlike weather, we made the ascent of Piz Palii, taking
many photographs en route. The following day we went up another
big mountain, Piz Zupo, 13,100 feet, and plied the camera again
diligently on its head and sides. Though a cloudless day, there was a
little wind, and on the top we felt somewhat chilly after an hour's
stay. Indeed, my friend had to retire to bed with a slightly frost-bitten
toe when we got pome, and all our food and drinkables were frozen
even by our return at 3.30 p.m. to the Morteratsch restaurant.

The favourable conditions experienced by Mrs Elizabeth Main I and
P H Cooke during their climbs from the Boval hut with the guides Martin
Schocher and Christian Schnitzler were enjoyed in many parts of the
Alps during the opening weeks of 1898. On 28 January Frederick
Gardiner and his wife Alice, accompanied by Ulrich, Rudolf, Hans and
Peter Almer and a porter, reached the summit of the Wetterhorn after a
night at the Gleckstein hut.
The weather throughout the expedition was superb. This is believed
to be the second winter ascent of the Wetterhorn by a lady, the previous
one having been made by Miss Brevoorf in 1874.
Another expedition of note, on 21 March, was the first ascent under winter
conditions of Piz Morteratsch by E L Strutt and L C Rawlence with
Schocher.
During the winter months the development of ski mountaineering was
continued by small groups of enthusiasts at several of the principal resorts.
On 5 January Wilhelm Paulcke and Robert Helbling attempted to climb
the Dufourspitze, the highest peak of the Monte Rosa group, on ski, reaching
a height of 4200m before Helbling became too ill to continue. Several weeks
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later, on 23 March, a ski ascent of the Dufourspitze - the first ski ascent of
a 4000m peak - was completed by Oskar Schuster with Heinrich Maser.
The low temperatures and heavy snowfalls experienced in most Alpine
regions during the spring and early summer were followed by a long spell
of settled weather which continued throughout the mountaineering season.
Not since 1881 has there been such a hot summer in the Alps as this
one. The wonderful beauty of the weather during the last few weeks
has made the climbing season quite a record one and seldom have
the guides had more to do. There is a great deal of snow but it is in
admirable condition. The Matterhorn is being ascended from the
Swiss side by three or four parties daily and has also been traversed
from the Italian side on at least three occasions.
One of the first parties to take advantage of the ideal conditions was that
of Victor de Cessole who had commenced his exploration of the Maritime
Alps. On 29 July de Cessole and Louis Maubert with Jean Plent and
B Piacenza opened a fine route to the S, highest summit of the Punta dell'
Argentera by way of the Promontoire Buttress and the W face. In the Graian
Alps an outstanding route was followed on 13 August when J P Farrar
with Daniel Maquignaz and Johann K6derbacher junior made the first
complete traverse from the Gran Paradiso to Mont Herbetet.
In the Mont Blanc range on 17 August the Duke of the Abruzzi, the
leader of the successful expedition to Mount St Elias (5489m) during the
previous year, accompanied on this occasion by Giuseppe Petigax, Lorenzo
Croux and Alphonse Simond made the first ascent of the Aiguille Sans
Nom, on the ridge between the Aiguille du Dru and the Aiguille Verte. A
few days later, on 22 August, the same party with Cesare and Felice OIlier
in place of Simond made the first ascents of Punta Margherita 3 and Punta
Elena4 on the W ridge of the Grandes Jorasses after approaching the ridge
from the south by way of the Rocher du Reposoir. Farrar and his party
climbed Mont Blanc on 16 August after completing the seconds traverse of
the narrow ridge from the Aiguille de Bionnassay to the Dome du Gouter
and three days later reached the gendarme now known as Pointe Farrar>
during an attempt to scale the Grands Montets ridge of the Aiguille Verte.
On 7 August on the Aiguille de Blaitiere Sydney Spencer, with Christian
Jossi senior and Hans Almer, took advantage of the favourable snow
conditions above the Nantillons glacier to make the first ascent of the couloir
which now bears his name. Later in the month, on 25 August, Adolfo
Hess with Croux and Cesare OIlier completed the first ascent, by way of
the SE ridge, of the Aiguille de la Brenva, one of the peaks associated in
later years with the exploits of Gabriele Boccalatte and other famous
climbers. Other new routes included the N ridge of the Tour Noir, climbed
on 23 July by a party which included Theodore Aubert and the guide
Maurice Crettez, and the NE ridge of Mont Maudit, ascended by
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J S Masterman with Albert and Benedikt Supersaxo on 31 July during a
traverse of Mont Blanc.
In the Arolla district on 18 August the unclimbed S summit of La Singla,
the long rock ridge above the Otemma glacier, was reached by Ettore Canzio
and Felice Mondini with Giacomo Noro as porter. A few days later, on 27
August, an expedition to the Petite Dent de Veisivi ended in tragedy when
John Hopkinson, his son Jack and his daughters Alice and Lina fell to
their deaths from a point high on the S face.
Further along the chain, on 12 July, Herbert Speyer accompanied by
Ambros Supersaxo and Xavier Imseng and assisted by the favourable
snow conditions was able to complete a new route to the summit of the
Lagginhorn by way of the W face and the S ridge. On 2 September Hans
Lorenz and Eduard Wagner made the first guideless ascent of the Schaligrat,
the SW ridge of the Weisshorn. A week later, on 9 September, this formidable party completed another magnificent climb by making the first
guideless ascent of the Nw, Zmutt ridge of the Matterhorn. Another notable expedition was the first ascent, on 21 September, of the NNw, known
as the N, ridge of the Weisshorn by Hans Biehly with Heinrich Burgener.
In the Bemese Oberland on 17 August C A Macdonald with Rudolf and
Peter Almer made the first ascent of the NW ridge of the Klein Schreckhom.
On the southern side of the range a youthful visitor at the Belalp Hotel was
Geoffrey Winthrop Young who on 3 September with Clemenz Ruppen
reached the summit qf the Gross Fusshom by way of the unclimbed S ridge.
To the east in the Bernina Alps two notable expeditions were completed:
the first ascent, on 22 July, of the NE face of Piz Scerscen by H C Foster
with Martin Schocher and Ben Cadonan; and earlier in the season on 21
June the first traverse from the S, Italian side of the Porta da Roseg or
Giissfeldtsattel, the high pass between Piz Scerscen and Piz Roseg, by Anton
von Rydzewski with Christian Klucker and Mansueto Barbaria. The descent
of the very steep ice wall on the N, Swiss side of the pass was one of Klucker's
greatest achievements.
In the Dolomites J S Phillimore and the Rev A G S Raynor continued
their exploration of the region and completed a number of new routes; on
17 August with Antonio Dirnai, Michel Innerkofler and Zaccaria Pompanin
they reached the summit of the Antelao after climbing the S face, an outstanding exploit for the period. Another fine achievement, on 21 July, was
the first ascent of the W ridge of the Marmolada di Penia by Hans Seyffert
and cl friend, Dr Dittmann, with the guide Luigi Rizzi.
At the end of the season, on 24 September, a notable expedition was
completed in the Dauphine by Eugene Gravelotte accompanied by
Maximin, Casimir and Devouassoud Gaspard and Joseph Turc. After
ascending a new route up the N face of the Meije along the line of a couloir
rising to the Breche Zsigmondy - the Gravelotte couloir - the party climbed
the Grand Pic before traversing the E, summit ridge to the Pie Central and
descending to La Grave.
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On 17 May the death occurred of the great guide Christian Almer senior,
of Grindelwald. Later in the year Charles Pilkington, President of the Alpine
Club, described Almer as
... that prince of guides, who for so many years led the fathers of the
Alpine Club to victory, and never to disaster, and who, even in his old
age, was able to guide their sons and show them how boldness could
be allied with discretion, and that determination and experience were
two of the greatest factors in mountaineering success ....
On 20 August a famous mountain railway was officially opened to the
public.
It is a misfortune for that bold undertaking, the Gornergrat Railway,
that a series of obstacles should have delayed the opening until almost
the end of the Alpine Season. The whole of this truly marvellous line
to the glacier-world has a length en little more than ten kilometres, or
somewhat over six English miles.
Elsewhere in the Alps considerable progress was made in connection with
other major engineering projects. The first section of the Jungfrau Railway,
from Kleine Scheidegg to Eigergletscher Station, was inaugurated on 18
September and by the end of the summer work had commenced on the
construction of the Simplon tunnel.
During the year many successful expeditions were completed in other
mountain regions. In Norway W P Haskett Smith, Geoffrey Hastings and
W C Slingsby visited the Lyngen Peninsula where on 15 July, accompanied
by J Caspari, a schoolmaster, and E M Hogrenning as porter, they made
the first ascent of Stortind' (1512m). Other unclimbed peaks ascended by
the party, without Caspari, included Store Jaegervasstind (1540m) on 23
July and Store Lenangstind (1 596m), the summit of which was reached at
11.45 pm on 25 July. Another visitor to the Lyngen district was Mrs Main
who with Josef Imboden and his son Emil completed a number of climbs
including, on 5 August, the second ascent of Stortind.
In the Caucasus the Hungarian explorer Maurice de Dechy made his
sixth visit to the region, accompanied on this occasion by the botanist
Professor Ladislaus Holl6s and Dr Carl Papp as geologist and by the guide
Unterberger from Kals.
In the Western Caucasus the Karatchai district and the Klukbor group
were visited. M. de Dechy, with the guide, ascended a peak, about
1l,200ft., in the Chirukol Valley (a side valley of the Ullukam),
mounting the Talichkang Glacier, and by a gap which affords a pass
between the Chirukol Valley and the Nenskra Valley.... The Klukbor
group, entered by the Amanaus valley, proved to have only small
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glaciers and no great conspicuous peaks. Here the Tyrolese guide
broke down from fatigue, and had to be sent back to his home from
Batalpachinsk. In the Eastern Caucasus the glacier group of the
Bogos was visited. Extensive botanical and geological collections
were made, and M. de Dechy brought home a large collection of
photographs of the high regions, which will complete those we already
possess from the Central Caucasus.
In the Punjab Himalaya the Hon C G Bruce and another British officer,
F G Lucas, took a party of Gurkhas over the Zoji La for training in mountain
climbing and exploration. Starting on 20 July the party, accompanied by
Bruce's wife who stayed with the main camp, spent several weeks in the
Suru district of Ladakh and climbed a number of the neighbouring peaks.
After Lucas had departed Bruce and his men carried out a reconnaissance
of the Nun Kun group and reached or traversed several other summits, one
team of Gurkhas traversing the S, highest Koh-i-nur peak (5136m).
Another party to visit the Suru district was that of Dr William Hunter
Workman and his wife Fanny Bullock Workman who after cycling to
Srinagar completed the first of their Himalayan journeys, reaching Leh on
27 June and continuing to the Karakoram Pass. In early October the
Workmans, accompanied by a large party which included the guide Rudolf
Taugwalder from Zermatt, set out from Darjeeling with the intention of
following the Singaljla ridge and crossing the Guicha La. This journey had
to be abandoned in the face of numerous difficulties and the party returned
to Darjeeling later in the month.
The principal undertaking of the year was Sir Martin Conway's expedition
to the Andes and Tierra del Fuego. Accompanied by Antonio Maquignaz
and Luigi Pellissier Conway arrived in La Paz at the end of August and
decided to attempt the ascent ofIllimani, the highest peak in the Cordillera
Real. After reaching a high farmhouse where he was able 'to enlist the
unwilling services of four or five Indians' Conway reconnoitred the
mountain and on 5 September the party began to climb a steep gully leading
towards the summit plateau. Addressing the Alpine Club in the following
year Conway recalled that after arriving at the base of a wall of rock only
two Indians, yielding to the temptation of large bribes, were willing to
continue.
The ascent of the wall was by no means easy. It was steep, and
presented some points of real difficulty. At each of these difficulties,
as they came, the Indians wished to turn back, and it was only by
standing at the top and holding out small silver coins for them to
climb for that I was able to tempt them forward. In this somewhat
unusual fashion we slowly advanced until some two-thirds of the wall
had been successfully climbed. Then there came a vertical gully filled
with ice, in which steps had to be cut, and there the Indians absolutely
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declined to proceed; they threw down their burdens, turned tail, and
descended.
Despite these difficulties Conway and the guides continued the ascent and
early on 9 September reached the central summit.
And now for the fIrst time the final cone of Illimani came into view.
This great mountain has a coronet of summits which surround a high
plateau of snow, and differ from one another in altitude to a very
slight extent. If we had not known by distant inspection which was
the highest, we could not have discovered it from this point. As it
was, there was no doubt; the peak lay right over against us, separated
from us by an undulating snow-fIeld toward which a gentle slope led
down from our feet.
Later in the day after crossing the plateau the party completed the fIrst
ascent of the S, highest peak (6462m) of Illimani.
On 19 September Conway and his companions commenced the ascent
of Ancohuma (6388m), the S, higher peak of the Sorata group8 and fIve
days later had reached a height of some 6000m before a deterioration in
the weather forced them to abandon the climb. In the following month, on
lO October, the party had reached a point less than lOOm below the summit
when Conway, faced with a difficult crevasse and dangerous snow conditions, decided reluctantly to retreat.
Conway then travelled to Valparaiso where he made arrangements to
attempt Aconcagua (6959m), the peak climbed during the previous year by
the guide Mattias Zurbriggen and by Stuart Vines with Nicola Lanti as members of the expedition led by E A FitzGerald. Leaving Puente del Inca on
3 December with the guides, Anacleto Olavarria an expert muleteer, several
porters and a number of mules Conway ascended the Horcones valley and
established camps on the NW face. On 7 December after illness had forced
Pellissier to return to a high camp at about 5640m Conway and Maquignaz
reached the ridge between the Nand S summits and continued over several
undulations towards the N, higher summit before halting at 'the top of a peak
near, and not many feet lower than, the highest peak.' Conway estimated
this position to be 'within·ten minutes of, and at the very outside 50ft. below,
the highest point' but decided to descend because he was anxious to rejoin
Pellissier as soon as possible and did not wish to be accused of jealousy if he
continued to the actual summit reached by Zurbriggen, Vines and Lanti,
being aware that they had 'made a record for altitude'.
Many years later Conway recalled9 that there had been a further reason
for his decision.
I have often been asked why we did not stand on the highest point. The
answer is simple. MyoId climbing companion, Edward FitzGerald,
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had in the previous year completed an elaborately-organised
exploration of this district; his party, led by Zurbriggen, had made
the fIrst ascent of Aconcagua. They had spent several months in and
about the Horcones valley and were popularly supposed to have been
trying all the time to climb the peak, though as a matter of fact they
did much else. FitzGerald's book 1o had not been published at the
time of my ascent. I thought, and I believe correctly, that it would be
harmful for the prestige of that book, just at the point of issue, if I
were known to have accomplished in a week what was supposed to
have taken FitzGerald's party several months.
Before leaving the region Conway visited Tierra del Fuego where on 31
December, with Maquignaz, he reached a height of some 1120m on Monte
Sarmiento (2300m) before bad weather forced a retreat.
In the Canadian Rockies J N Collie, accompanied by HEM StutfIeld
and Hermann Woolley, spent six weeks exploring a large area to the north
of the Canadian PacifIc Railway. After cutting a new trail through difficult
country they camped on the Athabasca Pass and on 18 August 'StutfIeld
shot three mountain sheep, saving the party from semi-starvation.' On the
same day Collie and Woolley made the fIrst ascent of Mount Athabasca
(349lm), climbing the N ridge to the summit where they saw
... a vast ice-fIeld, probably never before seen by human eye, and
surrounded by entirely unknown, unnamed, and unclimbed peaks.
The discovery of the Columbia IcefIeld is remembered as one of the great
events in Canadian climbing history.
In Britain, with many strong parties in action, several notable new ascents
were completed. In Wales the Elliptical Route on Lliwedd, climbed by
J M Archer Thomson and Roderick Williams at Easter, was followed on
7 May by the fIrst recorded ascent, as a rock climb,ll of Twll Du or the
Devil's Kitchen, the cleft in the central cliff of Clogwyn y Geifr above Llyn
Idwal, by W R Reade and W P McCulloch. In the Lake District on 19 April
o G Jones, leading G T Walker, forced a famous route - Jones' Route Direa
from Lord's Rake - up the face of Scafell Pinnacle. In Glencoe the fIrst
ascent of the Church Door Buttress on Bidean nam Bian was completed,
by way of the Flake Route, by Harold Raebum, J H Bell, H C Boyd and
R G Napier in July and on the Isle of Skye Naismith's Route on the
Bhasteir Tooth was opened by W W Naismith and A M Mackay.
An important event was the publication of a revised edition of A Guide to
The Western Alps, the classic work by John Ball, the fIrst President of the
Alpine Club. The new guide, edited by W A B Coolidge, was reviewed in
the Alpine Journal where it was acknowledged to contain 'as much careful
and well considered work as has, perhaps, ever been brought to bear on
such a subject.' Other books published during the year included The Annals
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of Mont Blanc by C E Mathews and With Ski & Sledge over Arctic Gladers, the
account by Conway of his second expedition to Spitsbergen, undertaken in
the previous summer.
In conclusion it is a pleasure to quote the following report published on
29 April and relating to a new climbing club formed during the year.

Last night the inaugural dinner of 'The Climbers' Club' was held at
the Cafe Monico, under the chairmanship of Mr. C E Mathews, the
Birmingham Liberal Unionist leader, and an ex-president of the Alpine
Club. The club already numbers 200 members, 80 of whom sat down
at the fIrst dinner.... The inaugural of 'The Climbers' Club' was like
a whiff of fresh mountain air in smoky London. The talk was all of
gullies, and snow-slopes, and Cumberland fogs and 'P.Y.G.' and Styhead pass, and the north fall of Lliwedd and such other things as
delight the climber's soul. They were a very athletic, healthy-looking
lot who surrounded the tables at the Monico last night.

REFERENCES

2

3
4

s
6
7

8
9
10
11

Better known as Mrs Aubrey Le Blond, the founder and fIrst President
of the Ladies' Alpine Club.
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guide Christian Almer senior, his son Ulrich and three porters had
made the fIrst winter ascent of the Wetterhom on 15 January 1874.
Pointe Marguerite. Named by the Duke of the Abruzzi in honour of
Queen Margherita of Italy.
Pointe Helene. Named by the Duke after Helene of Orleans, Duchess
of Aosta, the wife of his eldest brother.
The fIrst traverse had been completed by Miss Katharine Richardson
with Emile Rey and Jean Baptiste Bich on 13 August 1888.
Named by Henri de Segogne and party in 1925 after completing the
fIrst ascent of the Grands Montets ridge.
Stortind - Big Peak - is recorded for more than one height in the Lyngen
district. The peak climbed by Slingsby's party was photographed by
Hastings from Store Jaegervasstind. See AJ19, Plate facing 433, 1898-99.
The N peak is the famous Illampu (6362m).
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Company, Ltd, 1920.
EA FitzGerald, The Highest Andes. London, Methuen & Co, 1899.
Twll Du had been ascended under winter conditions by Archer
Thomson and Harold Hughes in March 1895.
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