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GENERAL MEETINGS OF THE ALPINE CLUB 1992
14 January

10

February
March

21

March

II

14 April
12 May
15 September
26 September
13 October
3 November

John Cleare, Recent Random Travels ofa Peripatetic
Photographer
John Town, Altai Range from Both Sides
Andy Perkins and Brendan Murphy, Cerro KishtwarSeventeen Days on a Himalayan Wall
North Wales Meet and General Meeting
Lindsay Griffin, Last Mountain on the Bone Trail
Stephen Venables, Ascent ofKusum Kangguru
Andy Cave, Extreme Alpinism
Chris Bonington and Stephen Venables, East of Nanda
Devi: The Indian British Panch Chuli Expedition
Lakes Meet and General Meeting
Luke Hughes, Travels in Greenland
Kurt Diemberger, Into the Unknown: the Secret Side of
Broad Peak
Italian Evening: The Matterhorn and Neighbouring
Mountains
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10 November
14 November
4 December

8 December
22 December
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Phil Bartlett, Greenland: a Wilderness Saga
General Meeting and Symposium at Plas y Brenin,
Return to the Alps
Annual General Meeting
Valedictory Address by the President,
Lt Col H R A Streather OBE
Special Meetings: Andre Roch, Film of the Swiss 1952
Everest Expedition
Special Christmas Meeting: Tim McCartney Snape,
From the Outback to Gasherbrum IV

The Annual Dinner 1992 was held on 5 December at the Basil Street Hotel.
The Chief Guest was Andre Roch and the Toast to the Guests was proposed
by John Hunt and Stephen Venables.

CLIMBING MEETINGS 1992
22-23 February
20-22 March
25 JulY-1 5 August
25-27 September

ACG Winter Meet, Glencoe
North Wales Meet and General Meeting
Joint Meet with Climbers' Club and ABMSAC based at
the Glacier d'Argentiere campsite
Lakes Meet and General Meeting

THE ALPINE CLUB LIBRARY 1992
The library is now fully organised in the Charlotte Road premises, thanks to
sterling work by Pat Johnson and Bob Lawford, assisted by others from time
to time. The archives are in good order under the care of Livia Gollancz and
Margaret Darvall. Since the move to Charlotte Road the number of visitors
has more than doubled, but is still substantially less than it was at 74 South
Audley Street. Enquiries by letter and telephone are, however, at record levels
and the demands on the Himalayan Index continue to increase.
The Alpine Club Library Appeal, launched in 1991, was, at the time of
writing, some £70,000 short of its £250,000 target. Alpine Club members had
contributed £165,000 - a splendid effort not matched by outside donors in
spite of the many approaches made by members of the Appeal Sub-Committee
under the Earl of Limerick. Further fund-raising will be necessary if we are to
maintain a high standard of service and, in particular, if we are to produce a
badly-needed new catalogue. For current income we continue to benefit
substantially from gifts and legacies of books, which are sold unless needed for
filling gaps or as useful duplicates.
Mrs Johnson has resigned after 15 years as Librarian. All users of the library
have appreciated the care with which she has always dealt with their requests,
and will miss her. The present excellent state of the collection is testimony to
her devoted work over the years. We wish her all the best for the future. We
welcome Mrs Margaret Ecclestone as Pat johnson's successor.
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During my time as chairman, what has impressed me most is the amazing
amount of effort put in by those principally concerned - both those already
mentioned and Peter Ledeboer, Anne Andrews, Jerry Lovatt, and successive
Honorary Treasurers and Archivists. Without them, there would be chaos.
With them, we have a library of which we can be very proud.
Michael Westmacott

THE BOARDMAN TASKER MEMORIAL AWARD
FOR MOUNTAIN LITERATURE
The tenth award ceremony was held at the Alpine Club on 15 October 1992.
The judges were Ronnie Wathen (Chairman), Livia Gollancz and Terry Gifford. The winner was In Monte Viso's Horizon by Will McLewin (The Ernest
Press). Shortlisted were Flammes de Pierre by Anne Sauvy (Diadem Books)
which was runner-up, Spirit of the Age by Pat Ament (Adventure's Meaning
Press, Nebraska), My Vertical World by the late Jerzy Kukuczka (Hodder &
Stoughton), and The Water People by Joe Simpson (Jonathan Cape). As a
result of intensive fund raising, the prize money was raised to £2000.

INDIAN MOUNTAINEERING FOUNDATION GOLD MEDAL
The IMF Gold Medal was awarded in 1993 to our member Harish Kapadia,
Editor of the Himalayan Journal and co-leader of the Indian British Panch
Chuli Expedition 1992, for services to mountaineering. Congratulations
Harish!

PIOLET D'OR 1992
The Golden lceaxe award for 1992, inaugurated in 1991 and judged by the
Groupe de Haute Montagne, was won by Michel Piola and Vincent Sprungli
for their first ascent of die E face of the South Tower of Paine, Dans l'Oeil du
Cyclone (900m 6b A4). Also nominated for the award were Dick Renshaw
and Stephen Venables for their first ascent of the S ridge of Kusum Kangguru
in November 1991; Dick Renshaw, Victor Saunders, Stephen Sustad and
Stephen Venables for their first ascent of Panch Chuli V; Mark Twight and
Andy Parkin for Beyond Good and Evil on the PeIerins (600m ED2 -5+/A3);
Chantal Mauduit for her ascent of K2 by the Abruzzi Spur - the only living
woman to have reached the summit; Catherine Destivelle for the first female
winter solo ascent of the N face of the Eiger; Francois Damilano and Thierry
Renault for high grade icefall climbs; and Oscar Cadiach, Enric Dalmau, Lluis
Rafols and Alberto Soncini for their first ascent of the E face of Broad Peak
Central.
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ALPINE CLUB SYMPOSIUM 1992: RETURN TO THE ALPS
The Symposium took place at Plas y Brenin on Saturday 15 November and, as
usual, what promised to be a tiny audience blossomed at the last minute to fill
the auditorium; over 120 attended. The themes of the meeting were first to
remind us of our heritage and secondly to emphasise that the Alps are still the
playground of Europe and very well worthwhile today.
Early British Alpine Exploration and the Formation of the Alpine Club
In his opening talk Jerry Lovatt focused on the early history of Mont Blanc
including the first British ascent (the fourth overall) in 1787 and the ascent by
Albert Smith in 1851, which had a significant effect on the popularisation of
mountaineering in Britain. Key climbs and personalities prior to the formation
of the Alpine Club in 1857 were identified. Finally, the major players of the'
Golden Age were introduced, culminating in Whymper's ascent of the
Matterhorn in 1865. The talk was richly illustrated almost entirely with slides
of contemporary material from the Alpine Club Library and Jerry's own
collection.
Bregaglia and Bernina
Lindsay Griffin reminded us of the pleasures of the Italian Alps and enticed us
with slides of Mello (a rock paradise) and the classics of Disgrazia, Piz Bernina
and many smaller climbs. He emphasised the great changes in the terrain and
pointed out the inadequacy of many of the older guidebook descriptions.
Owing to the hot and dryish summers during the last seven yea~s, ice routes in
both areas should only be attempted in the late spring or very early summer.
Some Classic Four Thousanders
Will McLewin, whose book In Monte Viso's Horizon (The Ernest Press) won
the 1992 Boardman Tasker Memorial Award, concentrated on four contrasting routes: the SW flank of the Gross Grunhorn, the NNE face of the
Lenzspitze, the N ridge of the Weisshorn and the Diable Arete of Mont Blanc
du TacuI. He urged us to climb mountains with an awarene~s of their character, to climb with instead of on the mountain and to make climbing an act of
communication rather than conquest.
Some Hard Routes in the Mont Blanc Massif
Andy MacNae took the audience up several hard climbs including the Czech
Route on the Petites Jorasses, the Cretier Direct on Mont Maudit and the
Bonatti-Gobbi on the Eckphiler (Grand Pilier d'Angle). He described a
dramatic accident on the Eckphiler in which he was severely frostbitten. Andy
also menti~ned the changes in the Alps during the last decade, particularly
increased stonefall on certain routes.
The Brandler Hasse and the Croz Spur in Winter
Andy Cave continued in the modem idom with a striking account of the 25
pitch first British free ascent of the Brandler Hasse on the Cima Grande, which
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Andy climbed with Paul Jenkinson in the summer of 1991. This was followed
by his description of a bold, fast and successful ascent of the Croz Spur of the
Grande Jorasses which he had done in March 1992 with Dave Hesledon.
The Dauphine
John Brailsford is a veteran mountain guide with a detailed knowledge of the
Dauphine which is probably unsurpassed. With the help of excellent photographs and topos, John demonstrated the glacial changes that have taken
place in his new homeland and the wealth of classic alpine and rock routes in
this area.
The 1992 Symposium was organised by Charles Clarke and Sheila Harrison.
Charles Clarke

HYPOXIA '93 - THE EIGHlH INTERNATIONAL
HYPOXIA SYMPOSIUM
Chateau Lake Louise, Alberta, 9-13 February 1993
To mark the 40th anniversary of the first ascent of Everest, Hypoxia '93 was
dedicated to Dr Griffith Pugh, whose pioneering scientific work made the
ascent possible. Four speakers paid tribute to his contribution: Charles
Houston, Jim Milledge, John West and myself. The Symposium, a biennial
event, attracted many speakers and a large audience from North America,
Europe, Asia and Australasia. The programme covered a wide range of
subjects including mountain medicine, the central and autonomic nervous
systems, comparative physiology and the clinical physiology of hypoxia.
Michael Ward

UIAA IN KAlHMANDU
Much of the work of the International Union of Alpine Associations (UIAA) is
done through its specialist Commissions. That concerned with the mountain
environment is the Mountain Protection Commission which met in Kathmandu in May 1992. I attended the meeting in place of Alan Blackshaw who,
as Chairman of the Mountaineering Commission, had been specially invited
but who was recovering from an operation. I was also wearing my Bhutan hat
(or Doh!), since Bhutan was the only Himalayan country unable to send a
representative.
.
The main item on the agenda was a paper entitled 'Target programme avoiding waste and litter'. Many problems and potential solutions were
discussed and resulted in the adoption of a recommended programme for
member associations. Some of the important factors revealed by the discussions were that most mountaineers and trekkers take more equipment and
packaging than is strictly necessary, and that too little non-disposable waste is
carried out; there are too few facilities for waste disposal at designated

THE ALPINE JOURNAL

campsites and other locations and, where they exist, most are inadequate;
there is no on-going system or regular funding for the clean-up of the worst
'junk yards'; and no host countries have yet earmarked specific portions of
peak and trekking fees for environmentally related activities.
This narrow focus on the most visible aspects tends to obscure the fact that
the greatest threat to the Himalayan environment comes from degradation
and unmanaged exploitation of forest and pasture resources - a process which
mountaineers and trekkers contribute to rather than cause. To help redress the
balance, the Chairman of the recently formed Himalayan Environment Trust,
Captain Kholi (who was also representing the Indian Mountaineering Foundation), described the work of the Trust, patrons of which include a number of
the world's leading mountaineers. Its first action had been to agree and seek
widespread adoption of an environmental code of conduct. The MPC endorsed and adopted the code.
To help implement the code it was proposed that a Himalayan Mountaineering Network be established to keep host country mountaineering associations, ministries of tourism, and associations of trekking agencies informed
about relevant new ideas and developments. It was thought that the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, based in Kathmandu,
would be a suitable parmer in building up a computer database for such a
network. As a follow-up to the Kathmandu meeting, the BMC convened a
meeting of tour operators, mountain guide associations and others in May
1993 at the RGS to promote the use of the code.
Peter Mould

THE ALPS THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS
Unfortunately two of the coloured illustrations for our article Wordsworth
and the Alps in the last Alpine Journal (Af97, 203-209, 1992.193), Francis
Towne's watercolour Glaciere taken from Montanvert (Plate 66) and Turner's
painting The Pass of St Gothard (Plate 70), appeared in reverse as mirror
images. The reversal of Towne's view from the Montanvert was particularly
unfortunate as we were comparing it with similar views of the Mer de Glace,
two of which were illustrated on a page facing the Towne.
We had suggested that in the larger studio version of Towne's view, also
exhibited at Grasmere, he had made a concession to the Picturesque by
introducing a foreground in which there are two figures with their backs to the
scene, and that perhaps one of them was viewing the prospect, framed as a
picture, in his reflecting landscape glass. Towne himself would never have
used a so-called 'Claude Glass' to help him to compose a picture; but they
were widely used at the time by travellers and artists in search of the Picturesque, notably by Thomas Gray in the Lake District. So we can console
ourselves for seeing the familiar view from the Montanvert the wrong way
round by realising that it is how it would have appeared in a 'Claude' or
'Gray's Glass'.
Janet Adam Smith and Peter Bicknell

