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1965
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The In Memorian list is, regrettably, a long one again this year, the Club
having lost 2.2. members. Whilst the majority survived to a good age — in the
case of John Meldrum a very good age — there were a few tragic cases where so
much was still to be achieved, and one thinks especially of Andy Fanshawe,
Philip Mitchell and Mark Miller.

In a number of cases, deaths occurred too late in the previous year for
obituaries to be prepared, and I am therefore pleased to be able to include
tributes to John Longland, Michael Vyvyan and Stuart Hutchinson, all of
whom died in 1991. I am also happy to include an appreciation of Wanda
Rutkiewicz who, whilst not an AC member, was well known to many of us.
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John Henderson Longland 1936-1991
John Longland's death from a brain tumour at the age of 55 on 14 December
1991 was the more poignant for the contrast between his latter life dogged by
ill-health and adversity and the exceptional achievements of his early years. As
the elder son of an illustrious father, John might have succumbed to the
psychological handicaps sometimes attributed to that relationship. Jack and
John shared many mountain adventures together but John's achievements
were entirely his own and he remained quintessentially his own man. His
character was complex, combining the combativeness of an alpine pugilist
with an incisive intellectualism and artistic bent. He could be abrasively
caustic and this, compounded by an iconoclastic insouciance, sometimes
created mauvais pas which more guileful men might have avoided. But those
who knew him admired his courage, leadership and imperturbability. More
particularly we loved him for his humour, exuberance and easy gift o f
friendship.

Born on z i  May 1936, John was educated at the Dragon School (of fond
memory) and Oundle before going up to Jesus College, Cambridge in October
1954. In this traditional and unhurried atmosphere, the Cambridge University
Mountaineering Club fermented with growing confidence. Led by a line of
distinguished presidents — Brasher, Smith, Band, Chorley, Sutton, Langmuir
and Downes — it had become the vogue to emulate Brown and Whillans and
have a go at modern alpine routes. The Club's success was reflected in its
membership. In 1951 this stood at 57. Six years later, when John succeeded
Bob Downes as president in 1957, it had risen to 170 — a record to that date.

John arrived on this scene as a wunderkind with an impeccable climbing
lineage. Unconcerned with age or reputation, he already knew and was known
to everyone in the climbing world. His first roped climb had been at six. At
eleven he was doing routes on Lliwedd with Alf Bridge and David Cox. As an
t8-year-old still to do National Service he exuded competence and confidence;
was a Climbers' Club member and had twice explored Iceland in 1953 and
1954 — in the latter year with a party of five other school leavers sponsored by
the National Research Council to survey Thorisjokull's glaciers.

For climbing novitiates such as myself, the event of the CUMC Helyg meet
in December 1954 was Longland's pre-dawn prologue on that first wintry
morning — a dip in the Nant Yr  Ogof when he literally broke the ice.
Bumptious perhaps but not braggadoccio for John was ever an addict of the
mountain plunge at all seasons. That first novice meet he led with tact, skill
and patience for he was always a sympathetic mentor happy to climb with
anyone. His mountaineering credo was stated in 'The New Order' (CUMCJ
1956) in which he exhorted the young to 'find respect and gratitude for the
history and traditions which surround this cliff (Lliwedd) for they are closely
interwoven with us linking our predecessors and ourselves — the ways of the
mountaineer'.

At Cambridge, John had a voracious climbing appetite. In the two years
1954 to 1955 alone, he recorded over 300 climbs in Britain from Bosigran to
Ben Nevis with over so different companions. But he was first and foremost a
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mountaineer who combined an elegant and economical climbing technique
with the explorer's curiosity. For many undergraduates, two years of National
Service had tapped springs of adventure in what was still a relatively untravel-
led world. The 195os were, par excellence, the age of the university expedi-
tion. Of these, the Cambridge Pumasillo expedition 1957, led jointly by John
and Simon Clarke (his CUMC successor president) was one of  the most
ambitious of its time. What distinguished the Cambridge Pumasillo from the
1954 Cambridge Rakaposhi and 1957 Oxford Haramosh expeditions was
that Pumasillo, with an average age of zi, had no elder statesmen on board.
At zo,3ooft in the Cordillera Vilcambamba, Pumasillo was reckoned to be the
highest virgin peak outside Asia. It had resisted several previous attempts —
including that of the 1956 British Huagaruncho expedition. Its ascent by the
Cambridge party was an exceptional achievement — lightly recorded in John's
cable to the expedition's patron John Hunt 'All up, all down, all well.
Pumasillo'.

With Pumasillo climbed, John had reached a summit of personal achieve-
ment at 2, 1. In that same year he was elected to the Alpine Club. But while
other members of the expedition returned home, John had fallen to the lure of
South America and was to stay on in Peru for another two years. At Cam-
bridge he had read Natural Sciences intending to become a doctor. Now he
turned to freelance journalism with the Andean Times, taught English and,
with his gift of tongues, became fluent in Spanish.

In 1958 John undertook a second Andean expedition to the Cordillera
Blanca. His star was still in the ascendant on returning to England in 1959
when he became Senior Under Officer at Mons. During his National Service
with the Royal Corps of Signals he spent much time training men in Norway.
He might have stayed a soldier but instead joined Lever Brothers for whom he
worked from 1962- to 1978 including six years spent in Bogota, Columbia. But
his golden climbing years had been in the 195os. Although he remained active
on British crags and made an exceptional contribution to the Climbers' Club
as assistant secretary, secretary, treasurer and vice-president (eventually, to
become like his father, an honorary member) he effectively denied himself the
presidency. In 1974 he had been appointed head of Lever Brothers Public
Relations Planning but by 1978 he had left the company. Three years later his
marriage was dissolved. At a time which should have seen the consolidation of
a career and domestic fulfilment, he was left with neither.

John was still only 40 when in 1976 he embarked upon what proved to be
his last alpine season with Charles Clarke, Peter Mould and me. He had not
climbed in the Alps for some years and on the first day huffed and puffed his
way up to the Vittorio Emanuele II hut. But he was always one to upset the
odds and soon enough had rolled back the years. Whether on the complete
Paradiso traverse or the 34-hour imbroglio on the Chardonnet, John was our
imperturbable anchorman. His innate mountaineering ability, athleticism,
clear-headedness and humour made him the ideal companion and this a
hugely enjoyable holiday.

John's latter years were marred by ill-health and vicissitudes but his last job
at the Wildfowl Trust, Slimbridge from 1985 to 1988 satisfied his love of
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conservation and the outdoor life and gave further scope for his literary
talents. As editor of Wildfowl World he transformed a pedestrian black and
white periodical to a modern colour magazine with 6o,000 subscribers.

When John telephoned me on zo November 1991 I had not seen him for a
while. With characteristic robustness he announced that he had a brain
tumour and that radiotherapy had left him with 'recalcitrant trousers around
a recently acquired two inch gap'. But he was determined to attend the 1991
Alpine Club Dinner and we planned a CUMC reunion table with the Mor-
gans, Peacocks and Stones. Sadly, this never took place. John was too ill to
travel to London and three weeks later, on Christmas Eve, he died within the
bosom of his family at Bakewell. John was devoted to his two children Jack
and Bridget, and beloved of his family. He leaves a host of friends with
memories of a warm, multi-talented man who experienced set-backs in both
his professional and domestic life that would have broken lesser spirits. He
had been an outstanding mountaineer who never lost his zest or sense of
humour and retained to the end a courage, dignity and life force that those
who knew him will never forget.

G R Harding

John Michael Kenneth Vyvyan 1907-1991
Michael Vyvyan came from the Cornish family who lived at Trelawarren on
the southern shore of the Helford estuary. The house is a mixture of i7th
century restraint and Strawberry Hill flamboyance, nestling in twisting creeks
and ancient oak woods. 'How did my ancestors get all this? Well, they were
pirates and politicians mainly and then became respectable.'

While he was at school at Uppingham, Michael started climbing with A E
Foot, that stalwart teacher-cum-alpinist who started many young moun-
taineers on their path. Michael also did some good routes with guides and
became a fine all-round mountaineer. He was never in a hurry, unfussed, witty
and with a steady ambition to climb big mountains.

In 1931 he joined the Diplomatic Service and was in Moscow during much
of the 1930s. In 1937 he was a great encouragement to us on our Caucasus
trip and would have joined us if it had been possible. Moscow was a depress-
ing place in that decade for those who kept their eyes and ears open. Three
things dislodged Michael from the diplomatic ladder: his appreciation of the
realities behind the communist façade and consequent disagreement with our
British tendency, by the 30s, to tolerate and be soft with Stalin; his yearning to
get to the high untrodden mountains of Central Asia; and the War.

In 1938 Michael resigned from the Foreign Service and was elected to a
fellowship at Trinity College Cambridge to teach modern history. During that
summer he and Paul Secord made the first serious reconnaissance of Rak-
aposhi. That year there were only four climbing expeditions in the Karakoram
— one American and three British. Michael's account in ALF (1939) of their
exploration of  the Rakaposhi—Disteghil Sar group is a period piece and
suggests something of his tenacity and powerful topographic grasp. They
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climbed the NW peak, zz, 5 ooft — 'an easy and unexacting route h a d
opened itself to us'! Perhaps, but they covered a great deal of ground during a
period of exceptionally fine weather.

On the outbreak of war Michael joined the army as a rifleman and was then
commissioned in the Black Watch. Subsequently he served in the SAS and
Commandos. After a three-year secondment back to the Foreign Office in
1944, he returned to Trinity where he remained almost until his death.

Michael was a  somewhat 19th century character, combining wide
scholarship, a capacity for friendship with all ages, and romantic enthusiasms.
I remember a camp fire in the valley below the Bernina peaks, by the Silser See.
There were ten of us, from is-year-olds upwards. The fire was burning low
and Michael stoked the conversation: Central Asia, Nietzsche (who had died
on the other side of our lake), food (Michael was a good cook), communism,
climbs in the Lake District, commandos, electing college Heads and the
Austro-Hungarian empire. Some o f  those teenagers still remember that
evening.

Robin Hodgkin

Stuart John Grant Hutchinson 1926-1991
Stuart Hutchinson, who died on 3 October 1991, was born in Leatherhead
but had family connections with Grantown-on-Spey which led him to explore
the Cairngorms from the age of ten. His school encouraged him, so he
developed a strong sense of independence in the mountains at an early age.
After school he started at university but broke away to volunteer for the
armed forces and as a young officer went to the near and middle east. He
managed to arrange to have some of his training in North Wales.

On returning to civilian life he became very active with the Midland
Association of Mountaineers as well as taking up caving, pot-holing and white
water canoeing (which nearly cost him his life). Much later he took up small
boat sailing; then, when nearing 6o, skiing and, even later, ski moun-
taineering. He climbed regularly in the Alps and throughout the UK, including
visits to the sandstone outcrops in Kent, and Pembroke, Devon and Lundy. He
made one visit to the Rockies and trekked up Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya.
He often expressed regret that his life was too full to join in our Club
activities. He served on the BMC management committee at the time when he
was also president of the MAM.

In his private life he was active in the solid fuel industry which led him to
take a leading part in establishing a new livery company, the Worshipful
Company of Filetiers.

On the Kenya trek in 1989 something seemed amiss because he allowed a
porter to carry his 'light' day sack. Skiing at Wengen and climbing at Fort
William in early 1991 were clearly a trial and he did not survive the operation
which had become inevitable.

All who knew Stuart Hutchinson will remember his unique sense of time: he
really had to be persuaded to return home before darkness or a calamity
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followed. On Mt Edith Cavell he was quite happy to sit not far below the
summit to watch the sun go down, despite anxious companions some five
hours below and the prospect of an unplanned bivouac.

Let Geoffrey Winthrop Young's words end this tribute:

I have not lost the magic of long days;
I live them, dream them still;
Still am I master of the starry ways
And freeman of the hill.
Shattered my glass ere half the sands were run,
I hold the heights, I hold the heights I won.

FR Robinson

Wanda Rutkiewicz 1943-1992
In May 1992. Poland and the international mountaineering community lost
one of their most outstanding climbers: Wanda Rutkiewicz. She had been
taking part i n  a  Polish-Mexican expedition attempting the N  face o f
Kangchenjunga. Wanda was last seen at 8300m, about z5om from the sum-
mit, on i i  May by Carlos Carsolio. She never returned.

Wanda Rutkiewicz was born in Lithuania on 4 February 1943. In 1946 the
family returned to Poland and lived in Wroclaw and then in Warsaw. Wanda
gained a degree in Science and Engineering and worked at the Institute of
Mathematical Machines in Warsaw. A t  an early age she discovered her
passion for the mountains. First she climbed on local rocks and then in the
High Tatras where she did some extraordinary and extreme routes in both
summer and winter. These, together with her natural ability, gave her the
skills and toughness required for the superb and difficult climbs she was to
achieve all over the world: in the Alps, Norway, the Pamirs, the Hindu Kush,
the Andes, Patagonia, Tibet, Yosemite and, most of all, in the Karakoram and
the Himalaya.

I had the good fortune of knowing Wanda from the days of her early climbs
in the Polish Tatras. We used to meet at the Warsaw High Mountaineering
Club and on climbs in the Tatras, particularly in winter; we became good
friends. I could already see her tremendous potential ability. As a person she
was a softly-spoken beautiful woman with the expressive eyes of an explorer,
and very elegant. In the mountains she was strong-willed and determined, and
had tremendous physical and mental endurance. She overcame bouts o f
pneumonia and anaemia and, after several leg operations, managed to walk
3ookm on crutches while leading a Polish women's expedition to Kz. Though
she sometimes climbed in mixed parties, she was particularly involved in
women's mountaineering. She believed that women should take up the chal-
lenge, make their own decisions and take full responsibility for themselves.

Wanda's main attributes were extreme powers of endurance, intelligence,
determination, ambition, and passion for the mountains. Those were the
characteristics which made her such a brilliant Himalayan climber. Her
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achievements were legendary: in 1975, with Alison Chadwick and a Polish
team, she made the first ascent of Gasherbrum III (795 zm), then the world's
highest unclimbed mountain; in 1978 she became the third woman and the
first Polish and European woman to climb Mount Everest; and in 1986 she
was the first woman to climb K2- Over 17 years she made zz expeditions to
the Himalaya and Karakoram, and perhaps her most phenomenal achieve-
ment was to be the only woman to have climbed eight out of the fourteen
8000m peaks. As a Himalayan mountaineer she had no equal among women
and few among men.

Wanda was married and divorced twice; she had no children. Her commit-
ment to her beloved mountains was total. Her professional and private life
was always linked to the mountains. Full of optimism and energy, she could
never retire from climbing even though she lost nearly 30 climbing friends on
the mountains.

A very creative person, Wanda made several mountain films; the best
known were 'Tango Aconcagua' and 'Snow Women'. She also wrote well and
gave countless slide shows and lectures both at home and abroad. She often
came to the Buxton Conference and always stayed with us in London. How I
treasure the memory of those visits and how much it saddens me that there
will be no more of them.

On z8 February 1991 Wanda Rutkiewicz officially announced her intention
of climbing all fourteen of the 8000m peaks, calling it 'A caravan to dreams'.
She wanted to attempt each 8000m summit having already acclimatised on the
previous one, so that her body would function well at high altitude in a
continuous process of acclimatisation. She believed it would then be possible
to climb the rest of the 8000m peaks in a relatively short time. But her dreams
were cut short tragically on Kangchenjunga when she was reported missing on
13 May 1991. The following summary of Wanda Rutkiewicz's most impor-
tant climbs is a record of her achievement.
1967 East Face of Aiguille du Grepon (3481m) — first women's team ascent.
1968 East Pillar of Trollryggen in Norway f i rs t  women's team ascent.
1970 Peak Lenin (7134m) in the Pamirs.
1972, Noshaq (7480m) — first Polish women's ascent.
1973 N o r t h  Pillar of the Eiger (3970m) by Messner's route — first women's

team ascent and second overall.
1975 F i rs t  ascent of Gasherbrum III (795zm).
1978 No r t h  Face of the Matterhorn (4477m) — first women's team ascent in

winter.
1978 Everest (8848m) — first Polish and European women's ascent and third

women's ascent.
1979 East Face of  Grand Capucin (3838m) by Bonatti's route — first

women's team ascent.
1985 Aconcagua (6960m) — South Face in alpine style.
1985 Nanga Parbat (fit z5m) by Diamir Face — first women's team ascent.
1986 K z  (86 im)  — first female ascent.
1987 Shishapangma (8046m).
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1989 Gasherbrum II (8035m) women's team ascent.
1990 Gasherbrum I (8068m) — first women's team ascent.
1991 C h o  Oyu (820i m) — summit reached solo.
1991 Annapurna (8091m) — first woman to climb the British route on the

South Face. Summit reached alone.
Wanda's family have suffered a tragic loss; the Polish and international
mountaineering community have lost the greatest ever female Himalayan
climber; I shall remember Wanda Rutkiewicz and miss her with much sadness
as my good and reliable friend.

Ingeborga Doubrawa-Cochlin

Dudley Frederick Oliphant Dangar 1902-1992
Fred Dangar was born at Wimbledon on 19 September 1902. He was edu-
cated at Rugby School and at Jesus College Cambridge. Before he was twenty,
whilst still living with his parents at Frensham House in Surrey, his lifelong
interest in the Alps began with a visit in the summer of 1922 to the area
around Chamonix and Finhaut. This was the first of over 30 visits extending
into the early x 960s to the mountains of Switzerland France and Austria. He
was initiated into alpine climbing by C H Wybergh, a member of the AC, and
a former schoolmaster at his preparatory school, Lambrook Berks, with
whom each year between 1923-1927 he climbed in the Bemese Oberland,
AroIla and the French and Austrian Alps. He was elected to the Club in 1931
having been proposed by Claude Elliott and seconded by C H Wybergh. Fred
climbed in the then traditional way with a guide, enjoying the contentment of
the amateur on the uncrowded mountains of that period without being driven
by any ambition to achieve feats of daring. His climbs between 1929-1936
included the Grand Combin, Matterhorn, Monte Rosa, Zinal Rothom, Aguil-
les Rouges d'Arolla, Petite Dent de Vesivi, Gspaltenhom and Wetterhorn, as
well as ascents in the Pyrenees and in the Gross Glocluler group. He developed
a special interest in Switzerland, getting to know practically every corner of
the country, and acquiring during the course of numerous later journeys
accompanied by his wife an amazing depth of knowledge about the valleys
and the people of the upper mountain regions.

During the Second World War, having failed to pass his medical test for
active service, he served on the general staff reaching the rank of captain and
was posted at Dorchester where he acted as quartermaster.

Fred Dangar settled in Devon in 1946 and not long after he became more
closely associated with the Club's activities. His major contribution to the AC
was as Honorary Assistant Editor, together with Tom Blakeney, of the Alpine
Journal from 1953-1974. His capacity for meticulous research and accuracy
for detail, as well as his scholastic knowledge of alpine history and literature,
ideally suited him for work in which he excelled and which he enjoyed. His
many contributions to the AJ include vivid sketches of several of the earliest
Alpine ascents, details from the Fuhrerbuchs of famous guides, and (with Tom
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Blakeney) a defence of Whymper's role on the Matterhorn ascent in 1865. In
addition, unspoilt areas such as Belalp and AroIla, for which he had a special
affection, were made the subject of delightful articles. Besides this he was
responsible for the annual Alpine Notes section, and for the production of two
consolidated indexes for the AJ covering the years 1927-1968 (VoIs 39-73).
His election to Honorary Membership in 1969 was a recognition of the value
of his work. He was a member of the Swiss and Austrian Alpine Clubs and
cultivated friendships with leading international climbers, his knowledge of
French and German facilitating easier personal contact with many.

Apart from his archives on the European alps, Fred Dangar built up a
valuable series of classified records dealing with the greater ranges. In 1960
after the first zi volumes of the Himalayan Journal had appeared the H.C. felt
that the time was ripe for preparation of an index. I approached Fred hesitat-
ingly about whether he would agree to take on this additional task and was
delighted when he agreed to do so. He subsequently produced two con-
solidated indexes for the Himalayan Journal covering the years 1919-1978,
(\ToIs 1-35) and he was elected to Honorary Membership of the Himalayan
Club in 1964.

I have reason to be personally grateful to him. When Fred and his wife
Barbara attended the Swiss Alpine Club Centenary celebrations in 1963 they
were seated at the luncheon table opposite the young daughter and son of the
then president of the SAC Basel Section, and subsequently became good
friends of the family. I met that daughter a few years later at their house in
Dittisham and we were married not long after.

Fred Dangar was essentially to use a now unfashionable word a gentleman
of the type that has become increasingly rare today, with personal qualities
that combined modesty, humility, and a strong sense of family and moral
values. He was utterly reliable in whatever he undertook, and would never
accept anything second-rate from himself or from others. When we last met
four months before he died I found that he had lost none of the fervour with
which he enjoyed discussing mountain events and people, about which he
retained an amazing memory.

His marriage in 1932 to Barbara (née Massie) resulted in a perfect part-
nership and long years of happiness. In September 1992 Fred would have
celebrated his 9oth birthday and in November of the same year he and
Barbara would have celebrated their diamond wedding. To Barbara, their son
Richard and daughter Rosemary, and to their grandchildren and two great
grandchildren we offer our deepest sympathy.

Trevor Braham

Anna Roelfsema 1909-1992
Anna Roelfsema, Holland's most prominent woman climber, died in August
1992. She started to climb at the age of x5 and, with her brother Johan, was
one of the first guideless climbers in Holland at a time when climbing without


