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The Karakoram 1982
Paul Nunn

At least 26 expeditions were active in the Karakoram and adjacent
Pakistani ranges in 1982. About a dozen attained their objectives, an
unusually high proportion, but such figures are misleading because of
the recent popularity of Gasherbrum 2 (8035m), which is arguably the
easiest of the 8000m peaks. Six parties tried the mountain, some in
expedition style with fixed ropes and others very lightweight, in Alpine
style. At least 3 were successful. Fast, small parties who respected the
reality of acclimatization were dominant on Gasherbrum 2 and Broad
Peak. Notable was Messner's ascent of these two mountains with Nazir
Sabir and Sher Khan. At last Pakistan appears to have a critical mass of
experienced expert mountaineers who will be able to spearhead
autonomous development of one of the country's greatest resources. The
awards of official honours to N azir Sabir and Ashraf Aman this year are
indicative of the contributions they have made, particularly in their
ascents of K2 in 1977 and 1980.
No less than 20 expeditions concentrated upon K2, the Gasherbrums
and N anga Parbat. This appears to be indicative of a certain
conservatism associated with the present overwhelming obsession
with 'huite mille metres'. Useful as this and some other marketing
devices for a particular set of value judgements have been, it does seem
that the concentration of resources upon the few very high mountains in
this and other ranges reduces the interest of the mountaineering
undertaken-there is already so much known about these peaks.
One notable feat was the ascent of the N face of K2 by a Japanese
expedition led by Masatsugi Konishi. Seven climbers reached the top,
but unfortunately Yukihiro Yanigisawa died during the descent. It is
arguable that this is one of the last problems where the wholesale
application of the big expedition style, with a massive build up of camps
and a very large party, can be reasonably justified, with the possible
exception of Himalayan winter climbing.
Other large, and predominantly Polish, parties failed on the NW ridge
of K2 after reaching 8200m, and on the Abruzzi Spur. High winds
ended the former attempt, and a womens' expedition led by Wanda
Rutkiewicz was forced back in September after losing the experienced
climber Halina Kruger-Syrokomska at camp 2 (most probably from
cerebral oedema) at an earlier stage.
The Japanese Kanazawa University Alpine Club led by Yasuyuki
Higastu climbed Hachindar Chish (7163m), W of the Hunza river. This
is the first ascent of one of a number of quite difficult peaks around
7000m in the Hunza region. This, and the ascent of new routes on
mountains climbed in the past, were the main innc':ations apart from
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Ogre II (6960m) in the eastern Karakoram. Thi ue~y serious mountain was auempted in 1982 by Hall, Nunn, Parlin and Rouse bul remains uncllmbed
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the ascent of K2 from China. Thus the S Pillar of the Rupal flank of
Nanga Parbat was climbed by the West German Expedition led by Dr
Herrligkoffer. The top of the pillar and the E summit of the mountain
were reached by the young Swiss climber Uli BiiWer alone in a
remarkable two-day push after other climbers had broken trail for a
considerable distance. Thus Herrligkoffer seeks to finish his long
association with the mountain. Swiss climbers also succeeded, after
losing one climber, on the Kinshoffer route on the Diamir face, with
N orbert J oos and Erhard Loretan reaching the summit. Fellow climber
Hansruedi Staub went to within half an hour of the top. Pierre Mazeaud
also led an expedition which climbed the Diamir flank, while a strong
French group led by Yannick Seigneur and including Jean Affanassief
failed on a route on the Rupal face close to that climbed later in the
season by the German party after a succession of very close calls with
avalanches, one of which broke Seigneur's ribs.
Elsewhere, Robert Wilson led an American group in an ascent of
Tirich Mir (main), and Gunter Sturm, Michel Dacher and Sigfried
Hupfauer climbed the N face of Gasherbrum I from the Gasherbrum
La. Sylvain Saudan, Marie Jose Vallens:ot, two other French climbers
and a Pakistani succeeded on Gasherbrum I, and Saudan made a ski
descent to base camp. Six Spanish climbers repeated Disteghil Sar, and
there were some notably efficient ascents of Gasherbrum 11, in
particular those led by Maurice Barrard, Messner (above) and one led
by Helmut Rott from Austria who, it is claimed, was climbing without
permission.
There does seem to be a greater likelihood of success on the big but
better known peaks. British attempts on Ogre 11 and the N ridge of
Latok 11 failed, as did a Pakistani attempt on Passu, a German attempt
on Masherbrum, and attempts on the steep faces of Broad Peak and
Gasherbrum IV.
One first ascent was made by a British party on Kuksar (6943m) at the
head of the Batura glacier. Tim Hurrell and Steve Brodrick climbed the
SW flank and the S ridge Alpine style after 2 bivouacs. Unfortunately
they were killed during the descent by an avalanche (20 July). Brodrick
was a fellow of the RGS and a member of the Reading MC. Their
companions, Martin Gledhill and Martin Hore, recovered their bodies
and buried them in a crevasse. Photographic material confirmed the
ascent.
There remains some evidence that parties attempting Gasherbrum 11,
as perhaps the easiest 8000m peak, lack the experience for such big
mountains. In particular there seems to be a failure to appreciate that
technical skills are increasingly in demand at altitude, even on relatively
easy ground, if only because of the likely bad conditions and the
physiological stress of altitude itself. The realities of the need for
acclimatization also appear to be underestimated, and they seem a likely
explanation of a significant proportion of the fatalities this year.
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Storm over the Latob. The N ridge

of La/ok

If (7J5Jm) see1l here was attempted U1lsuccessfully by earrington, Boyson, Brookes and Yates in 1982
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The opening of the Karakoram Highway and the KKH-to-Skardu
road to tourists appears to ease the way in to the major areas of the
Karakoram, and the streamlining of the Ministry of Tourism's
procedures is an aid to rapid transit through Islamabad. Nevertheless, at
least four days should be allowed for activities in the capital, and on
occasion formalities may still take longer. For small parties the
helicopter bond of $4000 remains something of a problem, although the
authorities do appear to cooperate by fairly prompt repayment once an
expedition is over without incident.

West of the Baltoro
A Personal Appraisal
Steve Venables

Early one fine morning in the summer of 1979, my brother and I
reached the summit of a 5200m peak above Hunza. We had discovered
the peak by chance after walking up the Silkiang valley, opposite the
Hunza capital, Baltit. We unofficially named it 'Peak Dawson', in
honour of a friend who had injured himself on a typically unstable
Karakoram moraine a few days earlier, and so been unable to come on
the climb.
They say that the view is always most spectacular from the lesser
summits, and this was certainly true of Peak Dawson. A few km to our
West, Rakaposhi's N face was splendidly profiled, the E ridge plunging
towards us in great curves, before rising again to the summit of Diran,
immediately to our South. The 7000m ridge continued East, on to the
brilliant snow Outings of Puparish and the remote summit of
Malubiting, which was only climbed on the 7th attempt, in 1971. To the
NE, the massive trio of Momhil Sar, Trivor and Kunyang Kish stood
guard over the Hispar Glacier, a deep gash, lined with unclimbed
peaks. The savage towers of the Ogre dominated the blue haze at the
head of the glacier and the unmistakable pyramid of K2 projected far
behind, 160km from where we stood. The Hunza valley lay 3000m
below us; on the far side rose Ultar, at 7388m one of the highest
unclimbed mountains in the world. Further W a maze of lesser peaks,
dominated by Kampire Dior, merged into the Hindu Raj and Hindu
Kush.
From our summit we saw the full extent of the West Karakoram, an
area almost as spectacular but less well known than the Biafo and
Baltoro regions, further E. There are no 8000m peaks, but seven
thousanders abound. Several of them have only been climbed during the
last 10 years, few have had second ascents and a handful remain virgin.
One of the first peaks to be climbed was Rakaposhi. In 1958 the

