
Trollryggen North Face In winter
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(Translation: Andrzej Kus)

The height of the Face which rises in 4 vertical walls exceeds 1000 m. The
lack of mountain rescue service in the area limits the chance of help for
alpinists in case of need. On vertical and overhanging faces like Trollryggen's
North Face there are absolutely no possibilities of rescue action. All 3
climbing routes on this face need many days of climbing; the French route
of summer 1967 was made in 21 days. The Polish route can be characterised
by constant extremely high difficulties (Vl+, A4; no pitches below IV+). It
was climbed by the team of Klub Wysokogorski comprising: Kazimierz Gtazek
Marek K~sicki, Ryszard Kowalewski, Wojciech Kurtyka and Tadeusz Piotrowski
in the period 26 February-18 March 1974. The whole climb lasted 16 days
including the provision of fixed ropes. The time spent non-stop on the face was
13 successive days; of that number one day was used for retreat (with K. Gtazek
after his accident) and one day was lost due to bad, stormy weather. The
tactics of the ascent depended on fixing ropes on the lowest part of the face.
Bivouacking below was the only acceptable method because of frosty wind
and snow-dust avalanches at that time. On 26 February we pitched the tent
on a platform at the foot of the Face as a store for food and equipment and
placed the first 80 m of fixed rope. We fixed in all 250 m of ropes between
20 February and 4 March, working on 5 days only because of interruptions
by the weather. The first wall we climbed by exactly the same route as the
French; we found their expansion bolts that the Englishmen could not find
during their repeated attempts to climb this route. On 7 March all 5 of us
started our final attack on the Face with 250 kg of equipment in 10 rucksacks.
We stopped climbing next day at 2am having established our first bivouac
stance (for 5 nights) beneath the second Wall. This was climbed near the
English variant by a crack, some 40 m to the right. On 10 March in the evening
K. Gtazek had a bad accident caused by the explosion of a butane cartridge
in the tent, and was compelled to abandon the climb due to bad burning of
hands and face.

The second bivouac site was reached on 12 March late in the night again.
It was under the third wall on the bands that provide possibilities of traversing
to the Trollryggen Buttress. We climbed the third Wall according to the French
description, finding many old pitons in the overhangs. In these overhangs we
spent one bivouac in etriers. For the fourth part of the Face we found our
own way taking a route in the middle of the upper part of the front wall.
Leaving the overhangs of the third Wall, we met the last piton of our pre
decessors on some smooth slabs. The French traversed at this point to the
right of the English route. We went here with a slight declination to the left
and then straight upwards, still encountering severe difficulties (VI, A2). We
reached the summit on 19 March at 9pm and went immediately down via
steep snow-fields to the lsterdal Valley, where on 20 March we met Mrs and
Mr B. R. and A. R. Heen with journalists and ... wonderful hot chocolate.
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67 On tbe overbangs of the third wall. Tbis and next photo: M. Kesicki
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68 Tenth bivouac

Appendix

Historical notes on the Romsdal (Selected from 'Taternik' No 3/1974, compiled by
Kazimierz Gtazck and translated by Andrzej Kus)
In the second half of the 19th Century the region of Romsdal was visited by many
British alpinists, among them H. C. Bowen, W. Napier, C. W. Patchell and W. C. Slingsby.
About 1870 the Englishman W. Bromley-Davenport bought the farm 'Fiva', situated at
the foot of Trolltindene. He made the first ever ascent of Nordre Trolltind with the local
guide J. Venge, probably in 1870.

The famous rock wall of Trolltindene was attacked for the first time by the British
alpinist and geologist, Prof '. E. Odell, in 1927. His attempt was made at a place where
the Fiva Route on Store Trolltind (1795 m) now runs. The ascent of Fiva Route by Arne
Randers !-Ieen and Eric Heen in 1931 began sporting climbing on this face.

The first conquerors of the Romsdalshorn in winter were A. R. Heen and O. Ashang
in 1930. Thus began the winter exploration of this mountain group. By 1932 nearly all
the summits of the Romsdal region had already been climbed in winter.

In an article 'High Mountain Walls' in the 'Alpine Journal' (57 187 and 58256)
C. R. P. Vandeleur pointed Out that the Trollryggen is probably the biggest rock precipice
in N Europe. Thus the attention of alpinists was drawn to the mountains of Norway.

In 1958 A. R. Heen and Ralph Hoiback made the first ascent of the E. Buttress of
Trollryggen. This was the first climb in Romsdal where bivouacking was necessary. The
same alpinists repeated the climb in 14 hours on the 10th anniversary of the first ascent.
Heen was then 63 years old.
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