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hillocks. In the lake were small fish and on the banks we saw hare and arctic
fox. A few minutes later, we had descended the last hillside and had arrived
at the huts of Syd Kap. Chris cooked a meal fit for kings. Jim's hands, after a
course of penicillin tablets, were improving. John was so happy he would
have been prepared to amputate his feet. I was delighted to be in this idyllic
place once again.
(The parry returned to the starring point at Mesters Vig by a low level route up the
Schucherr valley and over Mellem CoL)
.

This had been a unique mountain journey and we were lucky to have completed it without mishap and in such well synchronised weather conditions.
We were a dishevelled band by the end but it had been a tremendous pleasure
to journey together through some of the most stupendous mountain scenery I
have yet been privileged to see. Our only regret was the inevitable disbandment on 30 August of what had become a very intimate and well co-ordinated team.
For a map see AJ 66252.

The 'Alpine Journal' and its
Editors III 1927-53
T. S. Blakeney
Edward Lisle Strutt (1874-1948). Colonel Strutt was Editor of the Ai from
1927 to 1937, and President of the AC from 1935-37. The Strum were a
Derbyshire family, notable as cotton spinners in collaboration with Arkwright,
and E. L. Strutt's grandfather was created Lord Belper in 1856. Strutt's father
died when the boy was only 3 years old and he was brought up as a Roman
Catholic and educated at Beaumont College and Innsbruck University as well
as Christ Church, Oxford. He developed strong Continental contacts and in
particular enjoyed the freemasonry of titled and Catholic families abroad,
especially in Austria. He became an expert French and German linguist.
Strutt joined the Army and served in the South African War in the Royal
Scots, and in World War I, when he was badly wounded and mentioned 4 times
in despatches, as well as winning the DSO and 5 foreign decorations. In 1919
he was made a CBE for his work in bringing the Austrian Royal Family safely
out of Austria into Switzerland. l
Strutt early showed a bent for mountaineering, and a cousin of his, G. H.
Strutt, had been a member of the AC since 1859. Education at Innsbruck
naturally gave Edward Strutt a special interest in the Eastern Alps-Bavaria,
Tyrol, Engadine, Bregaglia-which later found expression in his editing (1910)
the two Bernina vols of the Conway-Coolidge Climbers' Guides.
1

This episode and subsequent actions of Strun in relation to the Austrian Emperor
and Empress are chronicled in Gordon Brook-Shepherd's 'The Last Habsburg' (1968).
Strun's diary of February to April, 1919 is used. and exhibits his qualities of determination and resource, though coupled with evidence of how he could rile people.
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He had been appointed High Commissioner of Danzig in 1920, but left
following a clash with Lord Curzon, the Foreign Secretary. In 1922 he was
made 2nd-in-command of the Everest Expedition, and as General Bruce did
not go beyond Base Camp, it fell to Strutt to organise the work forward.
Though a good deal older than most members, he acclimatised well enough
and spent close on a fortnight at Camp 3. When Morshead had to be sent
back frost-bitten to Darjeeling, under Longstaff's care, Strutt, who by now
was played out, returned with them and Finch. Longstaff's recorded opinion
was that Strutt had done a very good job at the advanced base, but there is no
doubt he felt the strain of the altitude and the wind and, never the most eventempered of men, he became cantankerous and disagreeable, and the expedition
was not sorry to see him go.
This illustrates a feature in Strutt's make-up; he was apt to be caustic in
speech and minded little if he put up people's backs. John Morris, Transport
Officer on Everest, 1922, in his book, 'Hired to Kill', writes of Strutt as the
most complete snob he had ever met. Certainly Strutt was not a good mixer
and this affected his relationships in the AC where, while he might be admired
(for he was an able and courageous man anq mountaineer), he was seldom liked.
As a mountaineer, Strutt was old fashioned in the sense that he usually
employed guides; but he was no mere passenger on a mountain and in particular was an outstanding iceman. He climbed (sometimes using skis or snowshoes) in winter as well as summer and had many acquaintances among leading
continental mountaineers. His knowledge of the Alps was extensive and, in his
favourite areas, deep.
On paper, Strutt should have been an excellent successor to Farrar as
Editor-nor was it easy to follow Farrar. And in many ways Strutt was a successful Editor; the journals under his aegis are not less interesting than those
that went before. He was well aware of the expansion of climbing, particularly
in the Himalaya, that coincided with his editorship, and he did not shirk the
tasks involved. Unfortunately, the qualities already hinted at toO often detracted from his service as Editor; Strutt wielded a ready but abrasive pen,
and he was too apt to express violent disapproval of things novel or alien to
his thinking.
This effect of Strutt's editorship has been dealt with by LongIand in AJ 62
(1957) pp 88-94, and while keeping a foot in both camps, Longland does
come down fairly heavily against Strutt for the latter's lack of sympathy with
current developments in mountaineering practice during the period under
review. And undoubtedly Strutt laid himself open to retort by his at times
stupid antipathies to such things as crampons or other artificial aids.
It is necessary to remember, however, that the use of crampons was still
not universal and a tradition existed that crampons were for experts only.
Even relatively young climbers might hold those views; E. S. Herbert, for
example, expresses them in AJ 44 (1932) P 35, and Strutt was by no means
alone among elders who had doubts-Raeburn <lnd Rolleston, for example. 2
It was open to anyone to do without crampons if they wished, and to refrain
from carrying pitons, but Strutt made himself absurd by the manner of
2

Even as late as 1949 a Committee dealing with the accident on the AC Meet of that
year, chaired by G. I. Finch, virtually re-affirmed this old-fashioned outlook.
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expressing his dislikes.
In point of fact, the use of artificial aids to climbing, other than the traditional ice-axe, rope and nailed boots, had existed for a long time (fixed ropes
or chains on mountains had often occasioned disapproval, as spoiling an otherwise good route). Clearly, once artificial 'steps' in the form of pitons were
admitted, the same danger could be repeated-and often was. The prophets of
doom, like Strutt, who denounced what they regarded as a sure degradation
of mountaineering, were not, fundamentally, different from the young
climbers who, at an AC symposium on the future of climbing, on 10 April
1973, admitted that things were getting out of hand; or the 'tigers' who, about
the same time, on a TV programme about the excessive use of 'artificials' on
Cerro Torre, pleaded that the abuses now in fashion ruined the sport, and that
it ought to be allowed for a mountain (or a route) to 'win' at times. 3
Longland's article was useful in reminding readers of the points made by
Farrar in his Valedictory, viz that young climbers went to the Alps far better
prepared than their forefathers had been, and that if enterprise in climbing
was not to flag, new routes, involving new techniques, must be expected. There
was, however, a danger in the shift of interest away from the mountain to the
climbers, so that, as a young climber of post-2nd War age expressed it, 'a
climb becomes less a venture into the unknown than the performance of a more
or less prescribed exercise'. It was here that people like Strutt, and not only he
(Claude Wilson and Geoffrey Young were others) were to forecast a change in
the character of mountaineering, as the wider and more humane approach to
the sport was at first diluted and eventually swamped by the flood waters of
technique and personal expertise.
Other factors tended towards this change and were objects of Strutt's detestation. One was a diminished concern for the value of human life, and a
readiness to accept risks that earlier generations rejected. If men, by their
own assiduous practice and by virtue of specialised equipment, become capable
of more formidable climbs than their forebears, they will attempt such climbs,
and if they are prepared to risk life more readily than in the past, they can be
certain of making climbs that an earlier generation would have ruled out. That
lives may be lost in the process is true, and regrettable, but the new climbs are
made nonetheless. One has only to think of the perturbation in 1865 over the
Matterhorn accident to realise that Frank Smythe was right in his book on
Whymper when he said that human life in 1865 was more precious than in
1939. In deploring the accidents, Strutt had a legitimate point; but too often
there crept into his comments a tone of arrogance that betrayed the fact that
he had not sufficiently realised that a far more numerous and more varied
type of climber was now in the field.
Another feature of the 1930s was the aggressive natiorralism that had appeared in mountaineering, especially on the part of Nazi Germany. Strutt had
no use for this, and Longland expresses agreement with him. Of course, rivalry
between climbers was no new thing, but the substitution of national prestige
3

The 'American Al', 1972, P 1 sq, 'Preserving the Cracks', has a timely article on the
over-doing of piton technique. In the Alps one has only to think of splendid rock
,climbs such as the Salbitschijen being overloaded with pitons, or even modest climbs
like the Jagigrat above Saas-which surely does not need any pitons at all-to realise
that the use of artificial aids all too easily leads to their abuse.
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for healthy mountaineering ambition was novel. It was during this period that
mountaineering achievement came to be regarded as a proper means of enhancing a nation's fame, a defect far from dead now, and indeed aggravated by the
commercialism that today infects climbing.
In terms of its day, it may be questioned how far Strutt's animadversions
really had effect. Longland claims that young mountaineers felt frustrated,4
but one's personal recollection is that one shrugged the fulminations aside: it
was 'only old Strutt blowing off steam'. In some ways, people like Claude
Wilson or W. . Ling appear more reactionary than Strutt was; their contributions to the 'Accidents' symposium (voI44) illustrate this, as do Wilson's
passing remarks in the Ellis Carr obituary (vol 42), or in his own Presidential
Valedictory (vol 44). Strutt, as Editor, had of course greater means of expression, but one should not allow his occasional explosive footnotes to damn the
whole of his very considerable editorial contribution to the merits of the AJ.
If he was narrow and short-sighted over the new type of mountaineer to be
found in the Alps or elsewhere, his fears that too much use of artificial aids
would lead to a change for the worse in mountaineering outlook, could arguably be held to be more correct, judged by ev~nts of today, than were his
critics. Could he have lived to hear Geoffrey Young's Centenary address to the
AC on 10 December 1957, he would have found a speaker who echoed his own
thoughts, though in less strident tones.
Strutt's volumes of the AJ (39 to 49) were in no way inferior in interest to
those before him, and his wide knowledge of the Alps was used to good effect
in additional notes to articles. The first three volumes (1927-29) contain a
high proportion of notable Alpine climbs, including F. S. Smythe's record of
the new route, the 'Red Sentinel', up Mont Blanc, made in 1927 with Graham
Brown, to be followed by the latter's account of their further success in 1928
by way of the Route Major. To find two entirely fresh routes on so muchclimbed a mountain as Mont Blanc was a real achievement. In 1929 E. H.
Stevens presented his attempt to reconstruct the 'Lost Narrative' of the first
ascent of Mont Blanc, by Paccard-a brilliant piece of historical investigation,
occupying nearly 60 pages. Other colourful alpine climbers who appear in these
days were Strutt's friend, E. R. Blanchet, who, with his favourite guide Kaspar
Mooser, performed remarkable acrobatic feats in the Alps, particularly on steep
ice; while Eustace Thomas presented his 'Six Years and the Four Thousanders'
(read to the Club on 5 March, 1929), a phenomenal record of fast climbing
designed to capture all the 4000 metre peaks, an address somewhat critically
judged by the President of the AC, Claude Wilson, on the ground that the
spirit of record-breaking was out of harmony with the best interests of
mountaineering-a point of view heartily endorsed by the Editor.
But the Alps do not cover the whole ground in these volumes, and a very
notable contribution was A. H. MacCarthy's account of the first ascent (23
June 1925) of Mount Logan in the Yukon, while H. E. L. Porter brings out
vividly the problems that Mt. Tasman offers to icemanship. Major Minchinton
did not live to see published (1927) his record of the Shaksgam Survey party
of 1926; while the redoubtable Gertrude Bell is commemorated posthumously
in these volumes by the papers she had written about her Alpine adventures.
4
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Vol41 provided an opportunity for a 'Struttism', in reference to the first
ascent of Mount Kaufmann (Pic Lenin) in the Pamirs, by a footnote observing
that the mountain had been lately renamed 'in honour of a notorious assassin
who died in a lunatic asylum'. Two comprehensive notes by Hans Lauper (died
1936) on the Bietschhorn from all directions, were in the best tradition set
by Farrar.
Vol 42 (1930) brought the Himalaya back into the picture, with the account
of the International Expedition to Kangchenjunga that year, told by Smythe
and Paul Bauer. Succeeding years added to the record, vol43 (1931) containing Smythe's narrative of the ascent of Kamet that year, while the same volume
contains the stories of the N ridge of the Dent Blanche (Dorothy Pilley and
I. A. Richards) in 1928, and the first traverse, by Shipton and Tilman, of both
peaks of Mount Kenya.
'Accidents' was the theme of a symposium at the AC, a reflection of growing concern at the increasing number of mishaps reported in the Alps: today
the article (vol 44, 1932) has the atmosphere of a period piece. The greatest
event (in the Alps) recorded in this volume is the first ascent of the N face of
the Matterhorn by the Schmid brothers (1 August 1931), a very notable breakthrough in climbing achievements. But the more distant ranges hold their own,
for the Germans had made in 1931 a second attempt on Kangchenjunga, and
that, with the Shipton-Tilman climbs in the Ruwenzori (1932) are recorded in
vo144.
Vols 45-46 (1933-4) contain the story of the renewal of attempts on
Everest under Ruttledge's leadership. Longstaff, comparing the experience
of men in 1933 with earlier attempts, comes down in favour of 'rush tactics
every time' in the final assault. Smythe, on the other hand, with experience of
climbing on Everest denied to Longstaff, judged 'rush tactics from an altitude
viewpoint' as a fatal mistake for Everest, and Raymond Greene was also firmly
in favour of acclimatisation. From the Alps, Graham Brown tells the story of
his further new route on Mont Blanc from the Brenva glacier-the Via della Pera.
In vol 46 the Editor had something to say, in 'A Superiority Complex',
about current German nationalist bombast, but spoils his criticism by excessive comment on 'the unjustifiable but wonderful conquest of the Matterhorn's
N face, and foolish variations on the Dent d'Herens and Dent Blanche by guideless if misguided amateurs. His comments evoked a reply in vol47 (1935),
though Strutt in a rejoinder had the last word.
Vols 47-49 (1935-37) brought Strutt's editing to a close. Once again, the
Himalaya were well to the fore, as we have the story of the memorable break
into the Nanda Devi basin in 1934 by Shipton and Tilman's small-scale party
t:1at was a revolt against the huge Himalayan expeditions hitherto in- vogue.
This expedition had its crowning success in 1936 with Tilman and Odell's
first ascent of Nanda Devi (vol 49). With hindsight, one may find not less
interesting the first appearance in the AJ (vol 47) of John Hunt, describing the
1935 expedition to K36 in the Karakoram.
The lack of a special volume about the 1935 Everest Reconnaissance expedition led by Shipton, and achieving 26 peaks in all, makes his paper (vol 48)
especially valuable, while Ruttledge followed with the record of the 1936 venture. In the Alps, the first ascent of the N face of the Grandes Jorasses (1935),
and the attempts on the Eigerwand (1935 and 1936) are recorded in vol 48,
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and foreshadow a further breakthrough in climbing achievement that was soon
(1938) to be heralded by the final success on the Eigerwand by the party
that included the famous Heinrich Harrer.

Henry Edrnund Guise Tyndale (1888-1948). Tyndale's editorship of the AJ
bears comparison with Farrar's, as both had to hold the journal together in
time of war. It is fair to say that Tyndale's was the harder task of the two,
having regard to the much greater involvement of civilian life in the 1939-45
war. He had succeeded to the Editorship in 1938 and died while still in office
in 1948, the second number of the AJ of the latter year being issued in his
name, though he did not live to see it.
Tyndale was a Winchester College master and had started climbing as one of
R. L. G. (rving's 'recruits' about whom some controversy had once arisen (AJ
24 367 and 453). This however was a full generation past and Tyndale brought
to his task as Editor considerable gifts. After passing through ew College,
Oxford, he had studied at Magdeburg where he laid the foundations of his
German scholarship. Joining the Army in 1914, he was badly wounded in
1915 and left with a leg permanently 2 inches shorter than the other, compelling him to wear a surgical shoe. Nevertheless, he was able in the 1920s to
continue climbing, but long days became a great trial to the injured limb. He
found some refuge in Alpine literature, translating Klucker's 'Adventures of
an Alpine Guide' (1932) and Kugy's 'Alpine Pilgrimage' (1934): wirh Kugy,
as with Dr Paul Kaltenegger and other continental climbers, Tyndale formed
warm friendships.
His 'Alpine Journals', covering 6 war years and 3 years of wartime aftermaths, were necessarily constrained by shortage of new climbing activities to
record: anyone who cares to study the Index to Special Districts in the Consolidated Index to vols 39-58 of the AJ will be struck by the paucity of notices
in vols 50-56, which were Tyndale's own. As with Farrar in the first war,
Tyndale drew upon the goodwill of members who went imo prim when, in
more normal circumstances, they might have sent nothing to the AJ. Such
contributions, with of course a certain amount of stock material in the way of
Club activities to be chronicled (including the inevitable increase in obituaries),
kept the journal alive-paper shortage required several volumes to be two-year
issues.
Vols 50-52 (1938-40) comain some good articles on the Himalaya-a
backlog of stories from pre-war days, from Tilman, Shipton, Smythe, Wailer
and Hum, while the death of Willy Merkl on the fateful German anga Parbat
attempt is part of a dramatic article in vol 51. Geoffrey Young, whose Presidency fell entirely in the war years, was a valued contributor of thoughtful
essays, nor was the war itself without influence, in articles by members who
snatched mountain adventures either as part of or an antidote to their military
activities. Raymond Greene and others wrote (vol 55) on Mountain Rescue,
both in peace and war, while Graham Brown showed his gifts in two articles on
the early attempts on Mom Blanc from the Innominata Basin (vols 52, 53).
By vol 56, which was Tyndale's last, a return to normal climbing conditions
was in evidence.
Tyndale's sudden death in the summer of 1948 left the AJ somewhat in the
air, as his successor, Professor Graham Brown, did not take over until January 194~
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Thomas Graham Brown (1882-1965) is the last Editor to be treated in these
articles; his term of office ran from 1949 to 1953, and they proved stormy
years. By profession he was a physiologist, holding the chair of that science in
the University of Wales from 1920 to 1947. He was elected FRS in 1927. He
came to mountaineering relatively late in life, for he was in his forties before
he embarked on larger Alpine climbs, though accustomed from earlier days to
climbing in Great Britain. He was very tough and strong and notably tireless;
but was a poor technical performer. This made him unsuitable as a guideless
companion. Fortunately, he had ample private means and could afford to
pay for the best guides, leaving it to them to do the work and to get him
along. Being able to spend many weeks in the Alps, he soon acquired a
formidable array of climbs, to which was added his own profound study of the
literature of mountaineering. His retirement in 1947 from his Chair of Physiology gave him the necessary leisure for editing the AJ; his extensive climbing
experience, which included the Himalaya and North America, and his wide
knowledge, should have made him ideally fitted for the task of an Editor.
Unfortunately, it did not work our like that. Graham Brown was a man of
strong likes and (more often) dislikes. He rather enjoyed controversy,S but if,
like Coolidge before him, it could be said that he could do anything with a
hatchet except bury it, unlike Coolidge Graham Brown was never abusive in
his writing. He was always suave and precise, though his pen might be caustic.
For certain people he developed a dislike that became obsessive; he had
come to regard Geoffrey Winthrop Young as a humbug because of certain
errors in his writings, errors seemingly due to vanity. As for Frank Smythe,
with whom G-B had made the splendid Red Sentinel and Route Major climbs
on Mont Blanc in 1927 and 1928, he lost all sense of proportion in his detestation. Lord Tangley discusses some of these points in AJ 71 (cL also 72 135),
which were the more remarkable because G-B might be friendly and generous
of his great knowledge, though unfortunately he was so neglectful in answering
letters that friend after friend dropped off, giving him up as hopeless.
Mountaineering was the outstanding interest of his life 6 , though in later
years he revived a boyhood love of sailing and owned a small motor yacht. He
was a meticulous planner of his climbs and very disinclined to alter them, as is
pointed out in his obituary notice (AJ 71 193) and Lord Tangley (ibid, p 55)
notes that Graham Brown even gave a false gloss to a climb rather than admit
any error or inadequacy. This factor was very marked in his accounts of
climbs made with F. S. Smythe, some of G-B's statements being quite grotesque,
and it is well-known that his book 'Brenva' in its published form was very different from the earlier drafts.
G-B's contentiousness soon found its way into the pages of the AJ that he
edited. Nor were the problems of his editorship restricted to his likes or dislikes for individuals; his unbusinesslike methods, and failure to deal with
correspondence or with proofs, caused incessant delay~ in the appearance of the
journal. Assistant editors and printers were equally in despair; complaints in the
s

This was noticed in his scientific work and in his dealings with the authorities at
Cardiff.

6

The obituarist in the memoir of the Royal Society ( ov. 1966) notes how little
scientific work he published once he had achieved his FRS.
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Club mounted; eventually the AC Committee had to grasp the nettle. As Lord
Tangley (AJ 71 57) relates, the occasion of Graham Brown's dismissal from the
editorship coincided with his being in hospital; but nobody knew of the latter
circumstance, and though he had been invited to give his views on the editorship to the Committee, he did not do so, as the letter did not reach him in time,
since he had for a while managed to conceal his address from the hospital.
So much for one side of the picture: what of the journals themselves that
appeared over G-B's name? As might be expected from so high an authority on
climbing history in the Alps, more than one article of historical interest appeared
such as the Innominata route on Mont Blanc (vol 57); the Matterhorn accident
(idem); the Wetterhorner (vols 58, 59). But undoubtedly the outstanding event
during these years was the successful ascent of Everest in 1953 (vol 59), and
Graham Brown made good use of this opportunity. Indeed, the quality of the
AJs during his editorship was high, though the fact that they appeared at all
owed little to the Editor's efforts ar.d much to those who assisted him.
It was a great pity, as Graham Brown had great gifts had he chosen to use
them well. As it was, he earned the unfortunate distinction of being the only
Editor who has been sacked by the Committee-and a sigh of relief undoubtedly
went up from those who had been connected-with the journal under his regime.

Play up! play up! and play the game!
or where do we go now
with Alpine pollution
Ronald w. Clark
The name of the game has always been the preservation of the Alps, although
successive generations have shown some alarming differences about what they
wished to preserve. Since the last war (World War Two, not Korean, Algerian
or Vietnam), there has grown up a vaguely disgruntled feeling that the rot has
only recently set in: a rot, it is sometimes suggested, due largely to the dominance of the motor-car and the rise of the proles.
0, alas. Both make good contemporary whipping-boys and both deserve
the odd lash or two. But there were others before; and before and before.
Ruination of the Alps has been a subject for impassioned declaration since
men first took mountains to their hearts; but each protester, after deploring
what his predecessors have done, has tended to carry on with the work in a
slightly different way. In fact there is much justification for Martin Conway's
lament that' each generation makes of the world more or less the kind of place
they dream it should be, and each when its day is done is often in a mood to
regret the work of its own hands and to praise the conditions that obtained
when it was young'.
Conway should know. It was he, together with the Rev W. A. B. Coolidge,
another constitutional complainer that things weren't what they once had
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