The first ascent of Parvati Peak, Kulu, 1968
Marino Tremonti

On 10 June 1968 I had the luck to reach, together with all members of our
party, the Kulu valley's most desired summit, Peak 21,760 ft (6633 m), which
in honour of the goddess of the valley we named Mount Parvati. 1 The group,
in addition to myself, consisted of my good friends and Alpine guides
Ferdinando Gaspard and Armando Perron of Valtournanche, and Claudio
Zardini and Lorenzo Lorenzi of Cortina d' Ampezzo.
We left Italy on 20 May, and on the 28th quitted Bhuntar in the Beas valley
and went up the Parbati valley with sixteen mules, three Sherpas and a shikari,
the last not necessary, as we later discovered-and quite expensive enough,
as he required a personal coolie!
On 2 June we crossed the Parbati river by a snow-bridge and entered the
Dibibokri nala in a snow-storm; the main body of porters put down their
loads on a small pasture about an hour away from the place where we intended
to put our Base Camp. We were able, nevertheless, to keep four coolies with us
for a further day and with their help we established Base Camp at about
4000 m at a place where, seven years before, friends of the Rome section of the
Italian Alpine Club had camped.
The Dibibokri nala has four branch valleys; on the left (going up) there is first
the West glacier where two peaks had already been climbed, Rubal Kang (6150
m) by Snelson in 1952 and the very difficult and superb Lal Qila (6349 m) by
Alletto and de Riso of the Consiglio expedition of 1961; second, there is the
N2 glacier, and from this Consiglio reconnoitred the West ridge of our peak
but found it impossible; only three coIs had been reached from this basin.
The third branch is the Main glacier, at the head of which is our peak, and in
this basin none of the peaks had been climbed but three cols had been reached;
fourth and last is the Raturini glacier, and in this valley Snelson had climbed
in 1952 a peak of 5852 m.
About our objective, the highest peak of the Kulu-Lahul watershed, we knew
only this:

J The mountain is nameless on the Survey of India maps. As the highest peak of the
Parbati valley Consiglio first named it 'Parbati Peak' (Rivista Mensile, 1962, p 333).
In correspondence in India and Italy, after the first ascent, I have used the name of
'Mount Parvati'. Parvati, or Parbati, is the Goddess of Beauty in Hindu religion and
means, I believe, 'Born of the Mountain' or 'Come from the Mountain'. For the valley
J have used the name 'Parbati', for so it is written in the maps, but for the mountain I
have preferred the spelling 'Parvati', more common in Western literature to indicate
the Goddess. People of Kulu had always written to me using 'Parvati' for the valley
too.

.
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40 Dibibokri Nala and Parvati Peak, Kulu showing the activities of the 1968
expedition. Map supplied by Dr Tremonti. For area to the north-west of Parvati
Peak see A.J. 70 75

Roberts says: 'Later in that holiday we went up the Parbati and looked at
Peaks 21,760 and 21,350 ft, but neither seemed safely climbable from the
Kulu side' (A.J. 53 324).
Snelson wrote: 'The Main glacier was formed by the union of two branches
beneath a most frightening rock wall which rose to the summits of Peak
21,760 ft, the Dibibokri Pyramid (c 21,000 ft), and Peak 21,350 ft, all
without the hope of a route to their tops' (H.J. I8 112).
In 1956 Holmes crossed a col south of the Dibibokri Pyramid, descending
with great difficulty, and took a photo of our peak.
In 1961 the expedition of the Rome section of the Italian Alpine Club was
the first to attempt the peak, by its West ridge, but Consiglio considered it
impossible (Rivista Mensile, 1962, 339). And Pettigrew, who is the best
acquainted with this area, published in A.i. 70 79 a photo of the north side
of Point 21,760 and after some consideration judged the East and West
ridges to be more accessible than the faces, but 'an attempt on it from
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either end would require a strong party with sustained support and, most
advisedly, an expert in logistics!'
In view of this knowledge we decided to attempt the climb from the south to a
colon one of the two ridges but, lacking more exact information, we had to
go and have a look for ourselves.
Without losing any time, on 4 June we put our Camp I on a moraine island at
the beginning of the Main glacier at 4600 m. While the Sherpas went down to
Base Camp to bring up fresh loads we got ready to continue the advance and
next day, going up the Main glacier beyond the big bend until just below our
mountain, we pitched Camp 2 at 5200 m, well away from any faces that might
discharge avalanches. We now realised that our peak was very high and we
thought it would be necessary to have a third camp. We planned out the
route and, rejecting the left side, or south slope-which we had hoped would
be easy, but we now saw would be exposed to avalanches-we decided to try
to reach the col north of the Dibibokri Pyramid, put a Camp 3 there and then
pass along the very long ridge that goes to the East shoulder. We returned to
Camp I the same day, and on 6 June went down to Base Camp for our final
preparations while the Sherpas carried loads to Camp 2.
We thought that now was the moment for a resolute attack. On 7 June, in good
weather, we went up to Camp I, on the 8th to Camp 2, and next day we pitched
Camp 3 on the Dibibokri Col, 5950 m, above a steep wall of patches of snow
and dangerous rocks (if we had equipped this route to make it safe for loaded
porters we would have lost much time). The col is narrow, heavily corniced on
the Parahio side and very steep also on the Main glacier side. We put up two
very small tents.
At 4am on Monday 10 June we started along a broad ridge that led to the East
shoulder; after leaving the few rocks at Camp 3 we were to be on snow and ice
for the rest of the way.
The hanging glacier of the East shoulder is cut by two large crevasses. We got
over the first on the right, cutting steps in the bare ice; the second crevasse
was then reached and crossed on the left, and finally we got to the main ridge
that runs from the shoulder to the summit. This part of the way, from the
second crevasse to the ridge, was more difficult than anything we had passed
over below, the very steep ice having a layer of unstable snow which involved
some tricky step cutting.
The ridge-long, steep and narrow with a cornice on the north side-was
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crossed with difficulty and finally, at 12.30, we reached the summit. The tension
of hours of efrort was finished; in a little hollow dug out of the steep southern
slope we shook hands. We were all very moved and very happy. Gaspard's
eyes becam~ wet; he recalls that fifty-five years ago his father and Piacenza
were the first to climb Kun (7077 m) in the Kashmir Himalaya. I said a few
words to remind us that our moment of triumph was the result of the combined
efforts of all five of us.
The view was spoiled by clouds and thick mist towards the west and north,
but towards the south th::r-:: was the enchanted snowy beauty of the Parbati
ice peaks and eastwards the monotonous, endless succession of ridges of
Spiti, mountains that all seem composed equally of oblique layers of black
rock and white snow, and here the view seemed boundless. In front of us
was the mighty Dibibokri Pyramid; 1450 m below were the tents of Camp 2
on the snowy Main glacier. We felt as though we were on the throne of the
Goddess Parvati!
At 2pm we began the descent; the snow on the steep ridge was always unreliable. Two safety rappels brought us again to the upper crevasse, where
we had a rest and at 7pm, when it was already dark, we were all back at Camp 3.
On I I June we awoke to find the inside of our tents covered with frost; we
struck camp in the mist, and taking advantage of three 90 m rappels across
the rocky, icy wall we got down to the snowy plateau of the Main glacier and
to Camp 2. There we were welcomed by the smiling and happy Sherpas,
who in the meantime had continued to supply the camps against the eventuality
of our first attempt failing.

B
40 A-B Parvati Peak, 2I,760 ft, showing the route of the first ascent Both photos
were taken from Camp 2 (17,060 ft). Camp 3 on B is at the Dibibokri Col, 19,520 ft;

the route then leads to the East shoulder. The two large crevasses on the shoulder are
shown in A. These and following photo: Dr Tremonti

41 011 the main ridge of Parvati Peak
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After a clear sunset the weather grew worse in the night, and next day it was
snowing and cold. The 13th June brought wonderful weather, and then the
mountain reminded us of its power! A roar awoke us at 7.30; an avalanche,
perhaps 2 km wide, had swept the south wall (which was not on our route)
but we could see that on the ridge our footsteps had disappeared as a result of
the previous day's snow-slide. We had made our climb at the right moment,
for any delay would have confronted us with impossible conditions. Perron's
comment was' La chance a la canaille!' and mine'Audentibus fortuna juvat'.
We went down to Camp I and in the evening, after many wanderings to find
our way across the glacial streams which were now in flood, we reached Base
Camp.
The Sherpas then dismantled the high camps and on Monday the 17th
twenty-five porters came up to transport the baggage; naturally, they went
on strike, and we had to agree to their demands. The return down the valley
through flowery pastures, shady forests, picturesque villages and luxuriant
meadows was like a trip in an earthly paradise. Then the dusty road began,
and everything changed. On 20 June we were at Bhuntar and on the 30th we
arrived home.
Punjab Himalaya, Kulu. Mount Parvati, 21,760 ft. First ascent
10 June 1968, from Dibibokri Col via East shoulder, F. Gaspard, L. Lorenzi,
A. Perron, M. Tremonti (leader), C. Zardini.
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