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By 10 August the whole expedition had returned to Gilgit. We waited seven
days before an aeroplane landed to take us back to Rawalpindi, and another
seven days before our equipment was flown out. Bad weather was very restric
tive to flights between 8 and 23 August, there being only two.

The overland expedition set off back to England on 24 August, and the two
members who had to return by air to fulfil earlier commitments to employers
could try to follow up the sad news by a personal visit to Brian's parents by
the end of August. The overlanders eventually reached Manchester on 20

September.

On arrival home we learned that a party of three Austrians had gained access
as 'tourists', and had climbed Minapin, one of the peaks included in our first
choice. They had succeeded on 17 August, and without any of the formalities
with which we had to contend by our official and correct approach. Whereas
we offer them our congratulations as mountaineers, we consider their unofficial
approach to be daring but unfair for the rest of the mountaineering world.
Their abuse of the regulations which apply internationally can only cause bad
relations between mountaineers themselves and between mountaineers and
government bodies. It was particularly distressing to us since we had been
obliged to buy high-altitude equipment and food for a Pakistan liaison officer
whom the Government insist must accompany expeditions. We had also put
in a tremendous effort to satisfy the Pakistan authorities of our honourable
intentions, and had welcomed a Pakistan climber as one of the expedition in
the Karakoram.

A full report on the expedition is available from me direct (ISb Lawngreen
Avenue, Manchester 21), price 10S. John AlIen

Kashmir, 1968'

Nanga Parbat, I968 A German expedition, consisting of eleven men and the
leader's niece, and once again led by Dr Karl M. Herrligkofler, made an
unsuccessful attempt on the Rupal face last summer. This great face rises
nearly 15,000 ft from the Rupal nullah at a mean angle of 38°, but the last 7000

ft are considerably steeper, averaging around 50°. Base Camp was established
on 7 June at 3560 m Camp IV was at 6600 m and from here W. Schloz and P.
Scholz, on the night of 9-10 July, attained the highest point reached, c. 7100 m,

I We are indebted to Jagdish Nanavati and colleagues for the majority of this and the
following information on India.
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or a little more than 1000 m below the summit. Here they bivouacked in very
severe conditions; one of them was frost-bitten. Suffering from the effects of
the bivouac and with an inadequate supply of ice-pitons for a further advance
and for the descent of a great ice-wall on the downward route, with no prospect
of supplies being replenished from below and with bad weather from the south
getting daily nearer, the two men had no option but to retreat. The expedition
was twice driven back to Base Camp by spells of bad weather before the final
assault could be made.

Cashbrair (19,000 ft): first ascent by eleven students of the Punjab Agri
cultural University led by Dr S. S. Dosanjh. The team then trekked to
Amarnath and climbed a peak off the KolaMi glacier.

Kolahoi (17,799 ft) was climbed by an army team led by Major Ramdas.
The summit was attained at JPm on 25 July by Major M. S. Oberoi, Havildars
Gurucharan Singh, Mahinder Singh and Kuaram.

Chamba (Himachal Pradesh), 1968 Indo-Japanese Ladies' expedition
(Meena Agrawal, D. Z. Khiangate, Kokila Mehta, Yoko Mishima, Eiko
Miyazaki (deputy leader), Masako Orii, Nandini Patel (leader), Dolly Shaher,
Mrs Shashikanta, Michiko Suda). After establishing Base Camp (9000 ft)
in Pandi Forest, they acclimatised around the ikora glacier. On 13 May they
climbed Kailas Parbat (18,556 ft)-not to be confused with Sri Kailas (in
Garhwal) or Mount Kailas (in Tibet). Unfortunately, on 24 May an avalanche
swept down on a climbing party attempting an unnamed peak; Meena Agrawal,
Dolly Shaher and Sherpa Nim escaped with minor injuries and shock but
Sherpa Sona died in the accident. Sanakdent Jot (19,830 ft) was found to be
inaccessible from the Odhang glacier and the unfavourable weather then
terminated the expedition.

Kulu-Lahul.1968

St Stephen's College, Delhi party A team of students trekked extensively
in Lahul and amongst the Zaskar ranges. Some went to Kado Topko, crossed
the Shinko La and reconnoitred the Lenak and Gambial nullahs, while others
crossed over the Rohtang pass and explored Miyur and the Saichu nullahs in
Lahul.

Parbati group, first ascent of highest peak, 1968 Pt 21,760 ft [114] was
climbed for the first time by a small Italian party, led by Dr Marino Tremonti
of Udine.



113 Koh-i-Myialli, LUllk/w l'lalVar ami Lll/lkho Dosore, showing roules taken by the
Yugoslavian expedition 1968; from Koh-i-Jashin. See p 203
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Mukar Beh (19,910 £1), first ascent John Ashburner and Ladhaki Wangyal,
23 June (article p 58).

Partial panorama from summit ofMukar Beh (19,910 ft) The photographs
used in [II4] were taken on 23 June 1968 with a hand-held Aires Viscount
camera. The route of ascent from Camp II (article p 58) is marked but dead
ground conceals the 800 ft of ridge from the Mukar Beh ice-field to the summit
(see A.J. 73. [55] and H."'. 26. 147). The panorama covers an arc from South
east through South to West and peaks have been identified from sketch maps
(especially those in A.J. 7I. 237, 72. 202 and 73. 158), and from i-in Survey
of India Sheets 52H and 52D together with the t-in and I-in maps of this area.
Identification can be confirmed in some cases from previous visits to the area.
The panorama will be described from left to right.

Cloud covers the Rohtang Pass but behind on the horizon lie peaks of the
Kulu-Lahul-Spiti divide. The twin peaks Dharmsura (21,148 ft) A.J. 53. 329
and 68.58) and Papsura (21,165 ft) A.J. 73.158) can be identified, and on their
right Indrasan (20,410 ft) (A.J. 68. 53. 123 and H.J. 24. 90) and Deo Tibba
(19,687 ft). One approach to Deo Tibba up the Jagatsukh nullah (H.J. 26.122)
is seen directly below, its summit partially filled with cloud.

The centre of the panorama is dominated by the Solang Weisshorn (A.J. 72.
201) massif which lies due south. The dividing ridge between this and Mukar
Beh contains several lesser though interesting peaks. The point marked as
c. 17,600 ft seems to still be unclimbed and would provide a stiff rock ascent
along the ridge from Bruce's Pass (c. 16,000 ft)(H.'t. 25. 169)' This pass (called
Thanaod La on the South of India I-in sheet) is marked by clouds spilling
over the ridge which provides the partition wall between the waters feeding the
Beas river in Kulu and those flowing initially west to the Ravi river.

To the right of the Solang Weisshorn, a high peak marked Pt 18,096 ft (?) is
shown (A.J. 72.201). If it is indeed this peak then sheet 52H of the Survey of
India has misplaced it approximately 11- miles east of its true position. The
sprawling glacier in the foreground has become known as Bara Bangahal
glacier but it would seem more appropriate to name it Rai Char, ason the I-in
map, to avoid confusion with other glaciers in the vicinity of Bara Bangahal,
a village some ten miles down the valley. The two ranges of Tantgari Dhar and
Biaru Dhar from a continuous chain along the horizon beyond Rai Char and
should provide several worthwhile ascents of around 17,000 ft.

The extreme right of the photograph is more puzzling. The Camir Dhar lies
in this direction and Pt 17,104 of the range would appear to be the rock pinnacle
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indicated. Alternatively, the lofty peak to its right, crowned with impressive
hanging glaciers may be Pt 17,1°4 but the photograph seems to justify a
closer inspection from the ground. Two more peaks are identified as 19,47°
ft and 18,835 ft and the projected Indo-British expedition to this area in 1969
could no doubt help clarify the position. The area latterly described may be
approached conveniently from the road head at Chamba where a path leads to
Bara Bangahal village. John Ashburner

Garhwal. 1968

Bandarpunch I (Black Peak) (20,956 ft) ..vas visited by a team of Doon chool
boys, led by Hari Dang. The summit was attained on 14 June by Gogi Agarwal
and Sherpa Nima.

Gangotri Pt 19,690 ft Sherpa Jeeba, Mingma and Ang Rita of Dr G. R.
Patwardhan's party climbed this peak at the head of the Thelu glacier on 3 I

May. It was previously climbed by the Paribhraman expedition on 20 June
1963, who mistook it for Matri 22,050 ft. 1

Bhagirathi n (21,364 ft) was climbed by the students of the ehru Institute
of Mountaineering, ttarkashi, under the leadership of urat ingh (Acting
Principal). The summit was attained on 16 May when herpa Instructor

angbu and Major ingh guided the students Giriraj ingh, Constable
Bhagnal, Havildar N. . Rawat, aik Hirdey Ram and Dr S. R. Chaudhuri.

Satopanth (23,213 ft) was attempted by a scientific-cum-climbing expedition
from Calcutta--the Gangotri Glacier Exploration Committee-in addition
to carrying out physiological and geological studies. The team was led by
Amulya Sen. They failed to climb the mountain but eight of the members
scaled an unnamed peak, 21,710 ft on 19 September.

Pt 21,390 ft (east of Deoban). An expedition of the Indian Military Academy,
Dehra-Dun, led by ajor H. V. Bahuguna, climbed Pt 21,390 ft by the East
ridge on 17 and 20 June-the summit teams comprised four ~fficers, six
cadets, five Sherpas and two Garhwalis. The route, by way of the Bankund
and Deoban glacier, clo ely followed that of Frank Smythe and Peter Oliver

I ee A .J. 69.146. The phorographs taken from the peak by the Paribhraman xpedition
con lusively how thllt the expedition had climbed Pt. 19,690 ft and not Matri 22,050 ft,
nor even Pt 21,350 ft, as suggested earlier. (See The Climbers' Club Bulleti". Bombay,
I 0.3. pril 1964. pp 12-16.)
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when making the fir t ascent in 1937 (A.J. 50. 68-70). The I.M.A. ascents
were the third and fourth.

The same peak was climbed on 15 June--only two days earlier-by the
North Garhwal Himalaya Expedition 1968 of the Mountaineers' Club,
Calcutta, led by Sunil Chaudhuri. The summit team consisted of Biswadeb
Biswas, Gurdip Singh Maha and Sherpas Pasang Tsering, Sonam Gyatso and
Kami Moti. Indeed, it was a remarkable coincidence when the two expeditions
chanced upon each other's dumps of food. The later LM.A. party helped
themselves to the pickles left in the highest camp by the earlier Calcutta team,
after realising that the peak had been climbed by them-the footprints to the
top were still fresh and the usual flags and 'offerings' intact. The Calcutta
party approached the peak from the Sem Kharak glacier, the paths of the
two matching on the East ridge of the peak. On 12 June the Calcutta expedition
climbed a rock and snow peak directly east of Pk 21,39° ft (first ascent); this
is not marked on the map but its height was given as 20,336 ft by the expedition.
The summiters were Prar.esh Chakraborty, Amiya Mukherjee and Sherpas
Pasang Tsering, Thondup and Kami Moti.

Bagani glacier: Pt 23,080 ft (west of Tirsuli) was attempted by Giri Vihar
of Bombay led by C. D. Arora, who approached the peak from the Bagani
glacier. The gully between Hardeol (23.460 ft) and the peak proved avalanche
ridden and the only route from their camp appeared to be along the West
ridge which later revealed itself as long and blocked by a subsidiary peak.
On their return, four of the members along with the Sherpas and six porters
crossed the difficult Bagani pass, previously crossed by Longstaff in 1907.
They eventually threaded their way back to Joshimath via the Ramani glacier,
the Rishi Ganga Gorge and over the Dhuranshi pass.

Pt 22,940 ft (south-west of Hardeol) was attempted by a Bombay University
expedition led by Prof A. R. Chandekar. They failed to find a suitable route
up the huge ice-fall but managed to climb Pt 6059 m (19,879 ft) south-south
east of Kholi, on 3 I May. The highlight of the expedition was the successful
evacuation and treatment of a Bhotia porter Kishan Singh, who suffered
from pneumonia and had lost consciousness at Camp Ill. He was eventually
brought back to Base and recovered fully.

Trisul (23,360 Ct) All fifteen members of the team including some women
members from Gujrat led by Rahul Th::JCker climbed the peak-four of whom
ascended to the summit on 23 June and the remaining eleven on 25 June. The
last camp was sited at about 22,000 feet.
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Kuthi valley project 1968 was launched by the Council of Himalayan
Exploration and Research, Calcutta, with the intention of climbing and
scientific research in that area. The valley lies on the easternmost border of
Uttar Pradesh almost adjoining the Indo-Tibet border. A summit party
comprising Nitai Roy, Dilip Chatterjee and Sherpas Wanchoo and Pemba
Tharkay climbed an unnamed peak, north-west of Garbyang.

Some fossils, botanical specimens and insects were also collected. Evidence
of an old civilisation was discovered.

Lampak group (from 20,280 ft to 21,770 ft). Two of the five peaks in tr.e
Lampak group were scaled by members of the Parbat Abhiyatri Sangha,
Calcutta, which was led by Nemai Bose. Prodyot Chatterjee, Tapas Bhatta
charjee, Sujan Koley, Sisir Ghosh and three Sherpas climbed one of them on
17 September; the other one was scaled on 21 September by Prodyot Tapas,
Sujan, three Sherpas and a porter. The heights or the identity of the peaks have
not yet come to hand.

Nepal

Prospects for 1969 and 1970 Although we have known for nearly a year now
that the Nepalese Government intended to lift its ban (in force since the end
of 1965) on mountaineering expeditions entering the Kingdom, and although
the lifting of the ban was officially announced in 1968, we still await the publica
tion of the new set of rules which will regulate the conduct of expeditions in
Nepal. And until these are published, and the correct form of application
made known, prospective candidates for the Nepal mountains in 1969 must
wait in frustrated silence while the time for preparation slowly runs out. As
these notes are being compiled in mid-January, any surmises on the content of
the regulations are likely to be rendered out of date by the (one hopes) publication
of the regulations themselves; nevertheless I hope that the following comments
may be worthwhile, on the situation as it now appears.

We know the regulations have existed in draft form for some months, but the
process of passing the document through the different Government depart
ments concerned is evidently taking much longer than was foreseen. One
forecast can however be made with fair confidence now in January. That is,
with one exception, it is most unlikely that any major expedition will now be
able to obtain a permit and make preparations in time to arrive in Nepal for a
pre-monsoon climb in 1969. This would entail arriving in the country by the
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