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VVILLIAM SCARTH DIXON

JusT forty years ago, the headmaster of a preparatory school was interviewing a very young graduate for a.post in his school. After an afternoon
and evening occupied exclusively in discussing mountains, the appointment was promptly made. The headmaster was VV. S. Dixon.
He was a very great headmaster, a genius. He devoted his life to
building up and perfecting his school, first at Overslade, Rugby, and
from I940 at Featherstone Castle, Northumberland. His influence was
a perpetual inspiration to boys and staff alike.
Scarth Dixon was born in March, I 883, and was elected to the Alpine
Club in I9I3, his proposer being T. Howse, who was himself elected
just a century ago. Most of Dixon's alpine climbing was done between
I 902 and r 914, during which years he visited the Alps seven times, his
ascents including Grand Combin, Dent Blanche, Aletschhorn, Portjengrat, Monte Cristallo, Ortler, Konigsspitze, usually with the late
J. A. B. Bruce, one of the founders of the Association of British Members
of the Swiss Alpine Club. A serious injury to Dixon's knee during army
training in I 9 I 5 prevented long or difficult expeditions after that. But
he never lost his love of mountains. Most of his school holidays were
spent on the Lakeland fells, and he finally retired to live at Grasmere
some twelve years ago. For more than a year before he died in November,
I 963, he was tragically crippled and frequently in great pain, which he
bore with heroic courage.
A Cambridge Mus.Bac., he was a musician of considerable merit. A
recent setting by him of the Evening Canticles was performed in Carlisle
Cathedral very shortly before his death.
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Dixon was a person of exceptional integrity. He would really rather
be over-reached than over-reach another. At the same time he possessed
a strong sense of humour and his wit was often too subtle for the solemn.
He was completely free from pomposity and his company was always a
delight. It was a great privilege to know him.
He bequeathed to his family the right attitude to the hills. His elder
son, killed in the Fleet Air Arm in I 943, was a member of the Fell and
Rock Climbing Club. He leaves a wife, a son (Alpine Club member),
and a daughter (F. and R.C.C.) to whom our sympathy goes.

J.P. WALKER.

E.

•

J.

GORDON SPENCER
....

GORDON SPENCER, a Club member not often seen in London, died on
August 14, 1963, at the age of seventy-four, following an accident on
the last day of the summer term at the Lyceum Alpinum at Zuoz in the
Engadine. He had been connected with the School for forty years
and, among other responsibilities, taught the last-year students Art
Appreciation, in which field he was not only widely knowledgeable
but had the rare gift of being able to impart his knowledge and enthusiasm
to his pupils.
He was, however, best loved and remembered by generations of the
School's staff and old boys as the 'perfect gentleman' who, by sheer
drive and enthusiasm organised the games and general . outlook of a
Swiss school on English lines, introducing and fostering, throughout
the long years of his service at Zuoz, hockey, fives and even cricket.
The story of how at the outset, for want of funds, the grounds had to
be hewn out of the stony hill slopes by willing helpers under his lead
and guidance, is told in a special memorial number of the school journal.
Spencer would no doubt have enjoyed hugely the following comment
from a tribute rendered by one of those early assistants: 'after all, we
could see the cross-bar of the goal at the other end when the ground was
finished!'
Above all, he impressed on all who came in contact with him the value,
not only on the playing field but elsewhere in every facet of life, of
'playing the game for the game's sake'~ And wherever old boys of the
Lyceum have met in distant corners of the world, the talk has inevitably
turned with affection to' our Mr. Spencer' generally known as'' Bones,.
- whose teachings and influence none of them would ever forget .
•
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Even before his death it had already been planned to mark his forty
years' service by allotting certain funds to the building of a fives court
bearing his name 'that would be the nicest present of my life' had
been his reaction to .the proposal. A memorial fund has now been
started by the Old Boys' organisation and the Foundation of the Lyceum
jointly, with a view to commemorating Gordon Spencer and his work by
one or more courts and, if the appeal meets with the re~ponse widely
expected, by books for the school library and instruments for the scientific
·
laboratories.
Spencer became a member of the AlpiQ.e Club in February, 1946,
having discovered the joys of ver~ical as opposed to horizontal pitches
comparatively late in life. During the 194o's he climbed the Matterhorn
and other high peaks around Zermatt, and also in the Oberland. His
real haunts were mainly in his beloved Engadine, where skiing had
earlier been his chief mountain activity; and in due course he had achieved
an Honorary Swiss Ski Instructor's certificate.
Almost all his life was spent abroad, mainly in Switzerland, and there
is no doubt about the regard and affection felt for him by all who came
in touch with him and his life's work in that country, above all at Zuoz.

H. A.

MEYER.

CHARLES KENNETH HOWARD-BURY
•

•

As leader of the first of all Everest expeditions, in 1921, Lt.-Colonel
Howard-Bury has a secure niche in mountaineering history, though he
was never a notable mountaineer in the technical sense. He was a
member of the Alpine Club from 1922 to 1939.
He was born on August 15·, 1883, and came of the family of Howard,
Earls of Suffolk. Educated at Eton and Sandhurst, he joined the 6oth
Rifles in I904 and served throughout the First World War, winning the
D.S.O. and being mentioned in despatches seven times. He was captured
by the Germans in I918. Entering Parliament after the War, for Waiverhampton (Bilston Division), he was Parliamentary Private Secretary to
the Secretary of State for War from 1922 to I 924, and later was M.P. for
the Chelmsford Division of Essex from I 926-3 1. Much of his later life
was spent at Mullingar in Ireland. He died on September 20 last-year.
His family owned an estate in the Austrian Tyrol (it was destroyed in
the First War) and he had spent many holidays there clim~ing among the
Dolomite peaks, and chamois hunting. If, therefore, he was not a
mountaineer in the strict sense, he had the feel of the mountains in
him from an early age. In 190 5, when stationed in India with his regiment,
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he obtained leave to go on a shooting trip to the Tien Shan mountains.
Having time on his hands before he was due to set off, he thought he
would like to visit Tibet, his imagination having been fired by the
Younghusband expedition to Lhasa the year before. He omitted such
tiresome formalities as trying to get from the Government of India
permission to go (which he almost certainly would not have received),
but set off through Kumaon and over the Untadhura Pass, almost up to
Kailas. Naturally, he fell foul ofthe Government on his return to India
and had much the worst of exchanges with the Viceroy, Lord Curzon,
who punished him by cancelling his leave to the Tien Shan. However,
he was able to fulfil this trip in 1913, April to October, and he lectured
on his journey to the Central Asian Society in 1914.l He had also spent
leaves in Kashmir and the Karakoram (1909).
He had, therefore, considerable experience of travel in Asia as a
background for leading the 1921 Everest party. Both in I9I9 and 1920
he visited India on behalf of the Joint Himalayan Committee of the
Royal Geographical Society and Alpine Club, at his own expense (and
in I92I, also, he paid the bulk of his expenses), and secured the backing
of the Viceroy (Lord Chelmsford), of Lord Ronaldshay (Governor of
Bengal) and of Lord Rawlinson (Commander-in-Chief), as well as
paying a visit to Sir Charles Bell at Yatung. Already preparations had
been set on foot in London, so that when Bell's letter, recording the
Dalai Lama's assent to the expedition, was received (January 20, 192I) it
was possible, though a little late, to send out the party to reconnoitre the
approaches to Everest, the whole area to the north of the mountain being
then virtually unknown.
No leader of a major expedition could have set out in less promising
circumstances than did Howard-Bury. Of the four climbing members of
the party (the Survey of India and the Geological Survey financed their
own parties, though attaching them to Bury for general administrationand they were to prove extremely co-operative), one, Finch, never started,
being declared medically unfit only about two weeks before the sailing
date, a great blow to the climbing strength of the expedition, to say nothing of it meaning that all oxygen tests had to be abandoned. Another
(Kellas) died shortly after entering Tibet, and a third (Raeburn) had to
be invalided back to India, an operation that deprived Howard-Bury for
a while of his doctor, Wollaston, though the latter made a rapid return to
Everest.
It was fortunate that Howard-Bury proved to be ·a leader who could
decentralise control, whilst still keeping himself in touch with all aspects
of the expedition. Porterage, foodstuffs, all such matters were in a much
more elementary condition in I 92 I than on later expeditions, whilst the
various Jongpens, Abbots and others along the route, who had to be
1
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Journal of C.A.S., 1914, ii, pp. 12- 27.
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made friendly, had, for the most part, never seen a European before.
Inevitably, much had to be left to Mallory and Bullock (the latter had
replaced Finch at very short notice), whilst Wheeler and Morshead were
engaged on Survey, and Heron wandered far afield on his geological
trips. Howard-Bury, whilst visiting all areas, paid particular attention
himself to the Kama and Kharta valleys and the regions leading up to the
Nepal frontier to the east of Makalu and Chomo Lanzo. On the final
attempt on Everest, which landed a party on the North Col, HowardBury reached some 22,ooo ft. on the Lhakpa La.
All later expeditions on the northern side of Everest built on the
foundations laid in 1921, and Howard-Bury's services were recognised
by his receiving the Founder's Medal of the Royal Geographical Society,
and a gold medal of the French Geographical Society. The only outward
recognition from the climbing world was a gold medal presented by the
Club Alpin Fran<;ais. In retrospect, it seems surprising that the Alpine
Club did not see their way to offering him some tribute, such as Honorary
Membership, before he retired from the Club.
Howard-Bury, however, never lost his interest in Everest. Up to
some few years ago he retained a flat in North Audley Street and would
occasionally look in on the Alpine Club; I recall particularly his coming
in in 1953,justafter Hunt's party had left for Everest. Apart from wishing
general success, he expressed two special hopes, one to be fulfilled and
one not: (i) that whoever reached the summit would find that Mallory
had got there first and (ii) that the ascent would coincide with the date
of the Coronation. Some years later, he wrote to me that the climbing
of Everest had proved a good omen to him; he bred race horses in Ireland
and one that was born near to May 29, 1953 was promptly named by
him 'Everest', and it subsequently won him several races.
He was very gratified, I think, at being invited to be one of the principal
guests at the Club's Centenary Dinner in 1957. I always found him an
interesting man to talk to and his death certainly removes a noteworthy
figure in the history of Himalayan exploration during this century.
T . S. BLAKENEY.
PROFESSOR

N. E. ODELL writes:

I first met Howard-Bury at the time of the Everest reconnaissance of
1921, when Captain J.P. Farrar had asked me to stand as a candidate for
the party then being recruited. This, however, I had most reluctantly to
decline owing to student studies as well as newly assumed marriage
responsibilities. For many years afterwards I was out of touch with
H.-B., until as recently as 1957, when I was engaged in some mining
geological work in Connemara. Hearing that my wife and sister and I
would be driving west from Dublin, he invited us to lunch at his delightful
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place, Belvedere House, at Mullingar in Co. West Meath. He was the
essence of kindly hospitality, and he all-too-modestly regaled us with
accounts of his extensive foreign travels. He took us round his fine garden,
and with considerable pride showed us his lovely Chumbi roses, then
in full bloom, derived from those he had collected in the Chumbi valley
•
In 1921.
It was later, in 1957, on the occasion of the Centenary dinner of the
Club, that I had the privilege of sitting next to H.-B. at the top table.
He was then seventy-four, but alert and keenly interested in the proceedings and the speeches on that notable occasion.
It is sad to contemplate the blank, both in Ireland and elsewhere, that
is left by his passing. In Eire his prestige as an Englishman was as high
as .it was reassuring, a fact that was well brought out in Sir William
Teeling's appreciation in The Times (24.9.63).

CYRIL BRUCE MACHIN

BY the death of Cyril Machin, mountaineers in the Midlands and North
Wales suffer the loss, above all, of a very public-spirited enthusiast. He
came to active mountaineering in middle life and, having already a good
background of hill walking, he quickly reached a high standard as a
rock-climber. His experience soon extended to the main climbing areas
of the British Isles, to the Alps, especially the Dolomites, and to Norway.
This modest, friendly, imperturbable man will I think be best
remembered, however, for the help he gave to others to individuals,
especially ~he young to various organisations connected with open air
activities; as instructor at Whitehall School, Buxton; on the Peak Park
Planning Board and as Secretary of the Peak District Committee of the
British Mountaineering Council.
A very great debt is owed to him by the Midland Association of
Mountaineers, which he joined in 1937 and of which he was President
for the two years before his death, and an honorary member. He adopted
as his second home Glan Dena the Association's hut at the head of
Llyn Ogwen and spent much time there after his retirement in 1951
from the profession of engineer and surveyor. He led M .A.M. meets in
the Dolomites and elsewhere and made many difficult ascents, and he
continued even after his accident, to organise 'base camp ' work at these
meets, notably in the Brenta and at Courmayeur. He was elected to the .
Alpine Club in 1944.
In 1953 he met with a terrible fall while ::tbseiling at Windgather, and

I
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greatly was he respected for the courage and determination with which
he faced death for many weeks but refused to accept it. Mter months of
immobility in hospital where limbs and organs had been gradually
patched up, a man of lower calibre would have been content to take up
some less exacting pursuit; but Cyril Machin's enthusiasm for mountains
and his love of people could not be extinguished. With a couple of sticks
and a special motorised vehicle he continued to take a very active part in
the running of Glan Dena, in the M.A.M. 's alpine meets and in his work
in Derbyshire.
Two small personal incidents may be related. After he had' recovered'
from his accident I was with him at Glan Dena to advise about improvements which he had ever in mind; there was need to turn on the water
supply at a valve some fifty or more yards away. He insisted on doing
this and, using one of his sticks and the heavy 3 ft. turnkey for supports,
he hobbled off across the rough ground preferring not to accept my help.
On another occasion we were to meet in· Beddgelert and he was a little
late for the appointment. He explained that at times he got tired of the
As and for a change had driven his little vehicle over the mountains
along unfrequented roads. No thought here for the risks in which so
handicapped a traveller might be involved on such a journey.
He died, in the hills as he would have wished, on September 14, I 963,
while attending an Anniversary Dinner of the M.A.M. at Beddgelert.
He was not, I think, a Rotarian but their motto was his guiding principle
and surely his most fitting epitaph ' Service above Self'.
CLAUDE E. A. ANDREWS.
•

GERALD ARTHUR STEEL

GERALD STEEL, who died suddenly on December 14, 1963, in his eightyfirst year, was educated at Rugby and at University College, Oxford.
He entered the Civil Service in 1907 where he went to the Admiralty.
From 1911 to 1915 he was Assistant Private Secretary to the First Lord
and Private Secretary for the next three years. From 1919 to 1921 he
was Assistant Secretary at the Ministry of Transport and then served as
Secretary of the Geddes Committee on· National Expenditure. After
this and until his retirement from the Civil Service in 1925 he was
Assistant Secretary at the Scottish Office.
After leaving the Civil Service Steel joined the British Aluminium
Company as General Manager and then as a Director, the connection
lasting until his retirement in 1952.
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Throughout his life Steel maintained his interest in his old school and
was extremely proud of the fact that in his later years he became one of
its Governors.
In I 9 53 Steel was elected a member of the Club; and while he was not
able to attend its meetings with any regularity he was always present at
the Annual Dinner. Indeed it was only a few days before his death that
he wrote a letter regretting that his doctor had forbidden him to attend
the I963 Dinner. For this reason he was perhaps not \vell known to the
majority of members.
In the A.B.M.S.A.C., however, this position was quite reversed.
Steel was one of the first pair of Honorary Secretaries when the
Association was founded; was Vice-President in I 948 and then President
from I 949 to I 9 5I. After his term of office as President he was elected
an Honorary Vice-President and as such sat on the committee of the
Association until his death.
As a man Gerald Steel had a vast knowledge of men and affairs and a
judgment which was impeccable. H~ had a gift for handling people, and
everything he did was accomplished -vvith a wisdom and charm which, in
addition to producing respect, engendered affection and esteem in all
who had dealings with him. We have all lost a good friend and a wise
counsellor, in respect of whom our sympathy goes out to his widow and
son in their great loss.

G.

STARKEY •

•

CECIL RONALD PAKENHAM VANDELEUR
I896-I963

C. R. P. V ANDELEUR died on August I9, I963. He was elected a member
of the Club in December, I935, and remained a member until his death.
Vandeleur was born in April, I 896, educated at Oriel College, Oxford,
and Sarum Theological College. He was ordained in I926, and was
curate at Christ Church, Eastbourne, from I926-33, and at Cuckfield
from I933- 36. He was rector of Lynch from I936-43 and thereafter
curate at Lyminster from 1943-45. He subsequently lived at Salisbury.
Vandeleur's opportunities for mountaineering were limited but his
love for and interest in the mountains were intense. He had a wide
experience of various count~ies and various districts, including India,
Corsica, the Swiss and French Alps, Norway, and the mountains of
England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. His qualifications for the Club
disclosed climbs in no less than seven districts of the Swiss and French
Alps.
He contributed articles to a number cf climbing journals including
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Oxford and Cambridge Mountaineering, the Scottish Mountaineering Club
Journal, as well as the Alpine Journal.
V andeleur combined in an unusual degree an affection for the
mountains and mountain life with a passion for statistics, such as the
highest mountain faces; the effects of earthquakes on Himalayan heights,
and other similar matters.
Vandeleur wa.s a lovable man, a faithful member of the Club, and
his interest in all to do with mountains was infectious.
TANGLEY .
•

VICTOR voN LEYDEN

•

MY father, Victor von Leyden, was born in 188o and \Vas introduced to
the mountains at a very young age, since my grandparents were regular
visitors to the Engadine. His first climbs appear to have been made in
I 893 and included Corvatsch, Kesch and Morteratsch. He traversed
Palii and climbed Bernina at the age of sixteen.
I898 proved an important year for him. While climbing Piz Roseg
by the South-west face, which· in those years was the traditional route,
he loosened a stone which narrowly missed a guided party following
lower down. When they met on the summit the guide of the other
party an imposing, bearded figure expressed an opinion not exactly
complimentary to my father. However, my father was much impressed
and promptly engaged this forthright and outspoken man for his further
climbs. He was Martin Schocher, who, with Hans Grass and Schnitzler,
then formed the elite of the Engadine guides. This chance encounter
on Piz Roseg was the beginning of an association and friendship lasting
over many years and only to be ended by the First World War in 19I4.
To my father, Martin Schocher was the great teacher and master in
mountain craft, who climbed with him not only in the Engadine but
also in Zermatt and Chamonix.
In I 904, they accomplished the first ascent of the Crast' Aglizza by
the North face, a climb which was repeated only two or three times,
followed in I 90 5 by Piz Bernina by the Bianco ridge and, in Zermatt,
the Matterhorn and the Zinal Rothorn. In I907 the Weisshorn was
climbed, followed by a first visit to Chamonix which they reached on
foot by the High-level route from Zermatt.
In I909 my parents went on a world tour, during which they climbed
Smerou, the highest volcano on Java, and were told that my mother was
the first woman to reach the summit crater. My father also climbed
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Fuji-Yama and they ended their tour with a visit to Kashmir, where he
shot an ibex and missed a bear.
In I 9 I o he returned to the Alps accompanied by his friend, Reinhold
Richter (A.C. member I9I2-I4), who remained his companion for
several seasons. From Chamonix they proceeded to the Dauphine
and completed a good season with the successful traverse of the Meije
and the Pointe des Ecrins. Schacher led them with, I pelieve, Siegfried
Burgener as their second guide.
In I 9 I I Richter and my father met first in Zermatt, where, apart from
Monte Rosa, they climbed the Taschhorn by the Teufelsgrat. They
then proceeded to Italy to climb Monte Sissone and Monte della Disgrazia, finishing the season with a traverse of Scerscen and Bernina.
During this long and difficult climb occurred the only serious accident
in my father's long climbing career. Shortly before reaching the summit
of Scerscen over the South-east face, a big slab of rock slid on Richter's
foot and split it wide open. A retreat was no longer possible owing to
the danger of falling stones, and they had no option but to complete the
traverse and descend to Boval. Their guides were Schacher and, again,
Siegfried Burgener. They descended from Bernina by the East ridge,
reaching the glacier by nightfall and Boval at 2 a.m. They were most
fortunate, the weather being perfect throughout and with a full moon
to guide them through the crevasses. Richter was taken to St. Moritz
and completely recovered from his injury. They met again in Zermatt
in I 9 I 3 for what proved to be a still better season with traverses completed
· of Mont Collon, L'Eveque, Grand Cornier, Dent d'Herens and Zinal
Rothorn, Matterhorn by the Zmutt and Dent Blanche by the normal
route. They then paid their first visit to Grindelwald, and climbed the
Jungfrau and the Fiescherhorner.
Great plans were made for I9I4 but on August 4, the date set for his
departure for Zermatt, my father left for the Western front as Reserve
officer, to return, seriously wounded, early in September. He recovered
from his wounds and returned to the Western front early in I9I5 where
he served, without further injury, till the end of the war.
In the summer of I9I9 my parents went to Grindelwald where my
father climbed with Peter Almer, Schacher having died during the war.
There is no written record of this season but I remember that they
completed many successful ascents including Wetterhorn, Aletschhorn,
Finsteraarhorn, Monch and Eiger. Inflation in Germany in subsequent
years made visits to Switzerland and guided climbing impossible. My
father therefore went to Austria and, with my elder brother and
myself, explored, unguided, the mountains of the Zillertal, Tauern,
Stubai and Otztaler Alps and other parts of Austria and Bavaria.
In I 927 we returned to the Engadine for a very short holiday; subsequent years took my father again to Zermatt, Zinal and Braunwald .

•
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He undertook no major climbs but professed his enjoyment of what he
called 'high level rambles ' which benighted him on several occasions.
My father's love of the mountains was as profound as the enjoyment
they gave him. Both found expression in many different ways. He
took to photography and over the years achieved a fine collection of
alpine views which he once I believe in I 9 I 3 sent to the annual
A. C. exhibition. Photography led to painting of mountains and mountain
scenes, in oil, pastel and water colour. Later, when he took up wood
carving he produced some fine wooden reliefs of his favourite peaks,
one of which, the Grepon, he presented to the A. C. in I 948. He was an
avid reader of mountaineering books and periodicals and prided himself
on a fine collection of alpine literature which was unfortunately destroyed
in the Second World War. He was a member of the D. u. O.A.V., the
Osterreichischer Alpen Klub and the Swiss Alpine Club. In I9I I he
was elected to the A. C., his proposer being A. F. Broun, an old friend
he first knew in the Engadine and later met again in Egypt, and his
seconder J. P. Farrar. It greatly pained him when he had to lose his
A. C. membership as a result of the I9I4- I8 war. He always professed
his admiration of the Alpine Club, and its long history; its spirit and
traditions, so very different from those of continental mountaineering
Clubs, appealed to him. The Alpine Journal was a great favourite and
he used to wear the Club tie daily almost to the end of his life. He was
re-elected in I954·
The advent of the Nazis cut short his career as a civil servant when,
in I 934, he was sent into premature retirement. He built a house in
Partenkirchen, in the Bavarian Alps, and there learned ski-ing and woodcarving which, in addition to climbing, enriched and filled his life with
absorbing interest. The happiness of his retirement, however, was
short-lived, for in November, I938, Nazi persecution forced my parents
to leave Germany. They joined my brother and me in Bombay, where
they lived for ten years. They went twice to Ranikhet in the Garhwal
foothills and once to Manali in the Kulu Valley, which my father much
preferred to the normal Indian hill station.
In 1948 they were able to return to Germany, -vvhere their Partenkirchen house was restored to them. My father promptly resumed
ski-ing, but in I949 met with an accident which greatly affected the
remaining years of his life. After t\¥0 operations he was left with his
left leg shorter by nearly two inches. Iri I95I he made his final ascent,
Piz Languard, a mere walk with a footpath almost to the summit. The
expedition, however, took mo.re than twelve hours and proved to be
his swan song. He never climbed again.
His dismissal from the civil service in I934, ~nd his subsequent
expulsion from a country he served so loyally, dealt him a blow from
which he never quite recovered. It pleased · him when the German
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Government, on the occasion of his eightieth birthday in I g6o, awarded
him the Federal Order of Merit with Star, in belated recognition of his
services, but I doubt if it quite healed the wound. He celebrated his
Diamond wedding in February, 1963, but his health was already failing,
and he died the following August.
A. R. LEYDEN.
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