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ALPINE NOTES
(Compiled by D. F. 0. Dangar)
HONOURS. We congratulate Mr. P. H. Hicks and Mr. J. T. M.
Gibson, who received the O.B.E. in recent Honours Lists.
}UNGFRAUJOCH. On a single day last summer no less than 2,864
·travellers were conveyed to the Jungfraujoch by rail, a record in the
annals of the Jungfrau railway since its completion in 1912.
THE PRESS AND MouNTAINEERING. Some remarkable statements
about n1ountaineering and the Alps appear in the newspapers from
time to time. In recent months we have read of a distinguished guide_
who 'had climbed all the forty-two 12,ooo ft. peaks of Switzerland'.
The same paper, at a later date, informed its readers that the Eiger
(3,970 m.: 13,025 ft.) was c Europe's twelfth highest mountain'. There
are about eighty peaks in the Alps exceeding 4,ooo m. (13,125 ft.) and
several others which, not attaining this height, are yet higher than the
Eiger.
rfhe Sunday Tz'mes was responsible for an equally diverting item of
news. This paper published a letter from a correspondent remarking
that it 'seems to have escaped attention that the Yeti or Abominable
Snowman used to be seen in the Swiss Alps'. In support of this
theory a reproduction of an illustration of a dragon from Scheuchzer's
Itinera Alpina was published with the letter. Neither the newspaper
nor its learned correspondent had the grace or perhaps the knowledge
- to mention the source of the illustration. A little investigation would
have shown them that dragons were quite common in the Alps a few
hundred years ago and should not be confused with Abominable
·
Snowmen.1

MAss MouNTAINEERING. More than one hundred women (according
to one report two hundred) took part in a mass ascent of Monte Rosa
(Punta Gnifetti) last summer. The expedition was organised by an
1

Those who are interested in dragons may be referred to Early T·ravellers in
the Alps by G. R. de Beer and Francis Gribble's The Early Mountaineers (both
more readily available than the Itinera) where much interesting information
about these creatures can be found and several of Scheuchzer's illustrations are
reproduced.
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Italian journalist as a tribute, it was said, to Mme Claude Kogan and
Mlle van der Stratten who lost their lives on Cho Oyu.
It is significant that most of the foreign Alpine clubs would have
nothing to do with the undertaking, which to some people savoured
more of an advertising stunt than a tribute to two distinguished
mountaineers.
Elaborate precautions were taken against accidents, involving the
employment of guides, rescue teams, provision dumps, a helicopter,
and a detachment of Alpini equipped with wireless. Only seven
participants were reported to have abandoned the ascent.
HEREDITARY MouNTAINEERING. Last summer Julian (then aged I r! ),
son of Mr. D. G. Lambley, climbed with his father and Oskar Ogi
the Sustenhorn and Gwachtenhorn, and three days later the Monch
by the ridge from the Ober Monchjoch. The conditions on this last
climb were not very good and the party was caught in a blizzard on the
way down.
Julian's mountaineering career began when he was 6! with an ascent
of Cader Idris and this was followed by other climbs in Wales. On his
first visit to the Alps in 1958 he climbed the Wilde Frau and Tschingelochtighorn. In 1959 he went up the Torberg with his brother Richard,
aged I 3, and Oskar Ogi.
HYDRO-ELECTRIC ScHEMES. A concession has been granted for the
building of a power plant in the Saas valley. An artificial lake will be
made at Mattmark, thus re-creating the lake which existed there many
years ago to be reduced eventually to a marshy plain by the quantities
of sand and debris brought down by the neighbouring torrents. The
huge serpentine block known as the Blauenstein will disappear beneath
the waters. This great boulder, one of the largest in the Alps, was
deposited by the Schwarzenberg glacier in I 8 I 8.
From Pontresina comes news of a proposal to increase the capacity
of the Lago Bianco by building a dam 650 yards across. This threat
to the scenery is being opposed by the local tourist board.
AcciDENTS. The annual review of accidents in Les Alpes records
that seventy-seven people were killed in the Swiss mountains in the
summer of I959, as the result of one hundred and twenty-three accidents;
seventy-four of these took place in the high Alps resulting in the loss
of forty-five lives .
In the Bavarian Alps thirty-four climbers perished and three hundred
and forty-five tourists were saved by mountain rescue teams.
AIR RESCUE SERVICE. The Swiss glacier pilot, Hermann Geiger,
Europe's most successful life saver, made the first landing on a newly
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opened 'airport', the roof of a hospital in Zermatt. The small 'airfield', specially designed for helicopters, will enable rescue pilots to fly
injured climbers direct to hospital.
(From the Swiss Observer.)
JoHN THoM A CoRRECTION. On p. 202 of A.J. 65, line 1, it was
stated that part of the name of Thorn's companion on Mont Blanc on
July 17- 18, 1865, was illegible. Following a suggestion made by Dr. J.
Monroe Thorington and after reference to Venance Payot's Oscillations
(edition 1879), p. 189, the name has been identified as' Jac. Sluyterman
van Loo'.
PHYSIOLOGICAL ExPEDITION. The Middlesex Hospital Medical
School High Altitude Physiological Expedition left London on July 1 o
and arrived at its destination, the Vallot Observatory on Mont Blanc
on July 16. The descent to Chamonix was made on August 10 after an
unbroken stay at and about the altitude of the Observatory. A good
deal of bad weather was experienced and succour was given to a succession of climbers overtaken by blizzards, two having to be rescued
from the mountain. 2 While flying in the hope of being able to collect
the expedition baggage on the day of the descent the helicopter crashed,
and both the pilot and mechanic were killed.
The work of the expediti~n fell into a number of divisions: respiratory
studies; a continuation of previous studies on emotional sweating and
its relationship to certain hormones; observations on body electrolytes
and on the controlling hormones; psychological studies; and numerous
miscellaneous serial observations. The value of the work can only be
assessed when the extensive associated laboratory programme is
complete. Results will then be published in appropriate scientific
periodicals.
E. s. WILLIAMS.
•

THE LAKE DISTRICT. A deserved word of praise is given in the
Report of the Friends of the Lake District to the Post Office Telephones
Department for its helpful and willing consultation with the Society
in regard to the installation of new supply lines in rural areas. The
Department has suggested in important places substantial lengths of
underground line and where overhead wires have had to be employed
'the care for the landscape shown by the engineers in the siting of the
lines is worthy of the warmest commendation '.
Although the litter situation has improved in some respects it is
2

We learn from another source that these two 'climbers' had no mountaineering equipment; one was dressed in shorts and the other in blue jeans, and both
were wearing shoes.
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regrettable to read that 'from several of the more popular mountains .
have come distressing reports of mounds of refuse, especially tins, which
no treader of the mountain summits should be guilty of leaving in his
wake'.
The Lake District is suffering from a threat which has already had
unfortunate effects on Dartmoor and elsewhere in the south-west where
large tracts of land are being acquired by private forestry syndicates
for planting with conifers. As the Report rightly points out, 'if the
threat to our National Parks represented by this new situation is to be
contained, it is clear that somebody must be put in a position to exercise
a definite veto'.
'

DR. WALTHER FISCHER. The death took place at Dresden in May,
1960, of Dr. Walther Fischer at the age of seventy-nine. His early
mountaineering was done in the Eastern Alps ; he had also climbed in
many of the West ern ranges and in I 907 led the first guideless ascent
of the North ridge of the Weisshorn.
It is, however, for his Caucasian journeys that Fischer will be chiefly
remembered. Between 1910 and 1914 he paid four visits to the Caucasus
accompanied always by Dr. Oscar Schuster, and by other companions.
In the course of these expeditions he made sixteen first ascents.
·
In 1914 he and Schuster climbed Dombai Ulgen (13,255 ft.).~ They
were still in the Caucasus at the outbreak of war and were unable to get
out of the country, being captured and interned. Fischer was released
after four years but Schuster died in captivity at ·Astrakhan in 1917.
HEINRICH FuHRER. The guide Heinrich Fuhrer died ,at Gstaad
last July. His name will always be linked with two expeditions in the
early years of the century in which he took a prominent part. In 1902
he and his brother Ulrich were Miss Gertrude Bell's guides in an attempt
on the then unclimbed North-east face of the Finsteraarhorn. Surprised by a storm not far from the summit they had to bivouac at over
13,000 ft. and, after battling their way down next day in terrible conditions were forced to bivouac a second time. They were out for
fifty-seven hours. The expedition, though unsuccessful, ranks as one
of the greatest exploits on this face of the Finsteraarhorn.
In 1903 with his brother and Mr. C. F. Meade, he made the first
descent of the North-east arete of the Jungfrau. 4
With Miss Bell, Heinrich also made two first ascents in the Engelhorner in 1901, when his season was cut short by the demands of
3

This peak is the highest Caucasian summit west of Elbruz. It was unsuccessfully attempted in 1904 and again in 1912, when a Swiss rope was very
unlucky not to have made the first ascent; one of the party being injured within
a few hundred feet of the summit the attempt had to be abandoned.
4 The first ~s cent of this ridge was not made until I 9 I I.
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military service. In the following year he n1ade 'vith Miss Bell the
first traverse of the Lauteraarhorn-Schreckhorn arete, the first passage
in the reverse direction being made the same day by Fraulein Kuntze
with Peter and Rudolf Bernet. Miss Bell, one of the greatest lady
mountaineers of her day, had a very high opinion of Heinrich's competence and skill.
He accompanied General Bruce and Major 0. E. Todd to Kulu
and Lahoul in 1912 and in 1925 went to Canada and led a party of
Japanese climbers on the first ascents of Mount Alberta (11,874 ft.)
and Mount Woolley (ri,170 ft.).
BERNARD PERREN. One of the most gifted and promising younger
guides of Zermatt, Bernard Perren, died in a motor accident near
Zermatt on August 3 I, rg6o, at the age of thirty-one. He had recently
married.
Perren was an Olympic skier but was also regarded as one of the most
intrepid and able Alpinists in Switzerland. In the opinion of Bernard
Biner he was the most outstanding of all the present generation of
Zermatt guides.
His funeral was the occasion of a great demonstration of affection
and regard from the whole of the Valais. The Alpine Club was
represented at the funeral by the Bishop of Leicester.
J OSEPH GEORGES (le Skieur) . The death of this distinguished guide
took place in September last. One of a family of nine, he was born on
April 23, 1892. Called up for service in the 1914 war, he became a
qualified guide in July 1919.
In 1921 he made the first ascent and led throughout of the
W.N.W. arete of Mont Collon with M. Myrtil Schwartz and Joseph
Georges (de Martin), a difficult and dangerous expedition. The
same year he met I . A. Richards and Miss D. E. Pilley (later Mrs. I. A.
Richards) and there followed a long and happy partnership. With
them he made in I 92 5 the first complete traverse of the Bouquetins, an
expedition not repeated in its entirety until 1942, and in July 1928 the
first ascent of the N.N.W. arete of the Dent Blanche, Joseph's brother
Antoine being the second guide. At that time this arete was truly
ranked as 'one of the last great problems' of the Alps; most of the
previous attempts had been stopped by the great vertical wall which
blocks the arete in its upper part. J oseph's forcing of this, after a
series of desperate explorations, was a remarkable achievement.
In 1932 he accompanied Count Xavier de Grunne's expedition to the
Ruwenzori massif where his name is commemorated in the Col Georges.
For reasons of health he was compelled to give up guiding at a
comparatively early age and was laid to rest in Evolena cemetery on
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September 6, 1960. A full obituary note by Dr. I. A. Richards will
appear in our next issue.
PICACHO-NEVADO PuNTIAGUD0. 5 The peak at the culmination of the
ridge on the North side of the San Pablin glacier is known, according
to most sources, as Nevada Puntiagudo. In December, 1944, it was
attempted by the Swiss G. Cuenet and A. Gansser, who used the name
Picacho, 6 and was first climbed in 1957.
NEVADO CAYESH. The first ascent was made on July 21 last year
by members of the New Zealand Andine Expedition. An account will
be published in our next issue.
ALBERTa DE AGOSTINI. 'Agostini' and 'Patagonia' are almost
synonymous terms for those interested in the exploration of the
mountains of the far south of South America, and there will be many
who will regret the death in Turin on December 25, 196o, at the age
of seventy-seven, of Father Alberta de Agostini. He wrote a number
of books, in Italian and Spanish, on Andean exploration, and earned
for himself the affectionate nickname of 'Padre Patagonia '. He was
ordained in 1909 and left for missionary work in the interior of Argentina
the following year.
For nearly half a century he travelled through unexplored regions,
collecting ethnographical and geographical information and taking
photographs. In all he organised nearly a dozen expeditions to explore
these regions more thoroughly. He drew the first scientific map of
Tierra del Fuego and, only five years ago, his last expedition achieved
the first ascent of Mount Sarmiento. 7
THE NEW MAP OF MouNT McKINLEY. This is a superb map.
Covering a glacier region of about 425 square miles, and published on a
scale of I : so,ooo, in honour of Othmar Gurtner, formerly the ardent
director of the Swiss Foundation for Alpine Research, it is the result,
in the main, of fifteen years' exploration by Bradford Washburn, both
on the ground and from the air, combined with the close co-operation
of scientific bodies in the United States and Switzerland and of their
leading surveyors and cartographers. Its publication was made
financially possible by contributions from W ashburn himself, from the
late Dr. Hamilton Rice, and from Boston's Museum of Science, the
Swiss Foundation for Alpine Research, and the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences.
5
6
7
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See A.J. 65. 220.
See B erge der Welt Ill,
A.J. 6I. 390 .
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The map is based geodetically on two peaks, Mount McKinley and
Mount Brooks, fixed for position and height from distant stations by
the Coast and Geodetic Survey. Air photographs, taken vertically
in overlapping strips during flights in three directions over the area by
the United States Air Force in I947, I95I, and I955, supplied additional
control points and detail; and some hundreds of oblique photographs
taken by Washburn himself from the air and on the ground over the
whole period have been used to supplement the details of rock and ice.
Mr. Washburn calls it a c reconnaissance map when reviewed from a
critical engineering standpoint', and states why. As a critical engineer
from my youth upwards, with some experience of mountain surveysand the utterance of some rude remarks to my credit I say this is far
too modest a claim. The additional control given by the air photography coupled with the plotting at Heerbrugg with the Wild A.8
Autograph ensures an accurate map. There must have been some
awkward moments and many problems for the Heerbrugg engineers to
solve, with photo-scales varying between I : 4o,ooo and I : 7o,ooo
because of the great variations of slope and height, but the merit of
the instrument is that, when these problems have been solved and
correct identification and scale obtained, it will not 'fudge' and cannot
lie. The facts that only a very small portion at one edge, where control
was at first insufficient, had to be re-plotted, and that all the rest fitted
well with the topography of adjacent sheets are proof of the high
standard of accuracy.
The final drawing and printing were done by the expert craftsmen of
the Swiss Federal Institute of Topography. The map is extraordinarily
clear and readable; rocks, ice-features, and contours are exquisitely
drawn; the structure of the peaks, the type of ice-fall, the origins of the
moraines are there to see. The beautiful shading gives the right relief.
One can discern no gaps in detail and no hesitation in the contouring.
Nothing but the very best seems to satisfy these Swiss draughtsmen.
It will be long before this map of Mount McKinley is superseded.
As a pattern of a map, mountain surveyors should try to emulate it.
There are, of course, some lessons to be learnt. Whenever possible,
air photographic strips should be made to cover the whole area in one
season, and should be completed in the shortest possible time. For
good stereoscopic fusion snow and ice-features and their faint shadows
must be identical in stereoscopic pairs to be easily identifiable. The
forward overlap of individual photographs should be as much as 8o per
cent. Anything, in fact, that can be done in the field to aid identification of points in the office will tend to reduce time, labour, and therefore cost. But one realises, of course, that these perfections are not
always attainable.
KENNETH MASON.
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ANTARCTICA. The September iss\le of Antarctic states that
among the newly approved place names in Australian Antarctic
Territory commemorating members of the New Zealand component,
Trans-Antarctic Expedition, who explored the area immediately west
of the Ross Dependency during field journ~ys in 1957- 58, and other
New Zealanders concerned with Antarctic exploration are: Mount
Brooke, 8,500 ft ., dominating the country near the head of the Mackay
and Mawson glaciers, and named after Lieut.-Cdr. F. R. Brooke, R.N .,
leader of the 1957 Northern Survey Party, and Odell Glacier, draining
north-east from the south-west side of Mount Brooke into the Mawson
glacier, named after Professor N. E. Odell, Everest climber, who was
at the time on the staff of Otago (N .Z.) University.
We would offer congratulations to our two members whose names
have been thus commemorated.
GREENLAND. Signor Piero Ghiglione, whose untimely death is
referred to elsewhere in this number, visited West Greenland in July
and August last year. Accompanied by Dr. Giorgio Gualco and the
guide Carlo Mauri (who took part in the first ascent of Gasherbrum IV)
he reached Qutdligssat on the north-east coast of Disko Island and on
July 22 climbed the Pyramiden (6,247 ft.) the highest peak of the island.
The party then went via Umanak to Qioqe Peninsula and on July
27 climbed Pt. 2,310 m., the highest mountain on the West coast
of Greenland, to which they assigned the name of Punta Italia. 'Under
the top it was necessary to climb some high, icy walls and we had big
work with crampons, rope and ice-axe. '
Returning to Umanak they climbed two summits of '"funulia (7,054
ft.) in the highest group of the Nugssuaq Peninsula.8
Another Italian expedition, led by Guido Monzino, and which included five guides of Val Tournanche, flew from Sondrestromfjord to
Sukkertoppen and from there went by boat to Evighedsfjord. From
a camp near Kangiussak Sound two unnamed peaks, 2,rro m. and
2, 1 o 5 m. were climbed for the first time, and also Pt. 2, r 40 m. (Mt.
Kangiussak), first climbed by a Franco-Swiss expedition in 1958.
The boat conveying the party then anchored near the snout of the
Umignak glacier and from here all the climbing members of the expedition reached the summit of Sisorartut (r,8oo m.).
1""'he weather remained persistently bad throughout the party's stay
in Greenland.
SouTH GEORGIA.

The first ascent of the West peak of Mount Paget
(9,565 ft.) in the Allardyce Range 9 was made on December 13 by Capt.
The National Geographic Society's map marks an unnamed peak of 7,340 ft.
on the Nugssuaq Peninsula.
9 See map, A.J. 61. 466.
8
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V. N. Stevenson, Lieut.-Cdr. M. K. Burley, and Corporal Todd,
members of a party landed by helicopter from H.M.S. Protector.
SPITSBERGEN. The Scottish Spitsbergen Physiological Expedition
visited the island last year and among other activities climbed ten
summits including Mount Newton, 5,478 ft., the highest peak of the
country .10
A survey of the front of the Nordenskjold glacier revealed that the
glacier had retreated three miles from the sea since I 93 8.
1"'HE ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN. In view of the failure, to date, of
Sir Edmund Biliary's expedition to see a Yeti, we are glad to be able
to give news of yet another encounter with the creature from information
published in the Daily Telegraph.
Mr. A. Cram, of Nairobi, is reported to have seen an Abominable
Snowman running on a glacier at a height of about Ig,ooo ft. in an
unexplored area of the Himalayas. His photographs of the Snowman's
footprints showed that they were astonishingly like those of a human
being. Further details would be welcome, but it is indeed unfortunate that Mr. Cram was apparently unable to photograph the Yeti
itself.
HIMALAYAN PLANS. J. B. Tyson is taking a small party to the littleknown groups of the Sisne Himal and Kanjiroba Himal, some seventy
miles north-west of Dhaulagiri. The primary aim of this expedition
is the exploration of the two ranges and if a reconnaissance shows it to be
feasible an attempt vvill be made on the highest summit (2 3, I 07 ft.) of
the Kanjiroba Himal.
A party under the leadership of J. Walmsley will make an attempt
on Nuptse (25,85o ft.). The line of ascent will be by way of the
South face from either the Nuptse glacier or the Lhotse Nup glacier.
A reconnaissance group in advance of the main party will decide which
glacier to use.
The Pir Panjal range will be visited by the Derbyshire Himalaya
Expedition. It is hoped to climb Indrasan and possibly, if time
permits, Ali Ratin Tib ba.
A small Italian expedition, organised by the Rome section of the
C .A.I. , aims to climb either Indrasan or an unnamed peak of 21,76o
ft. in the same area.
The Doon School, Dehra Dun, is sending an expedition to the inner
basin of the Rishi Ganga; the objectives are the first ascent of Devistan I
(zr,gro ft.), and the second ascent of Nanda Devi by the Odell-Tilman
route of 1936.
10

See

A.J. 54·

189 for earlier ascents.
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An RAF party led by Group-Captain A. J. M. Smyth is going to the
Hushe Valley and the area to the east, with special attention to the ridge
running south from Chogolisa.
According to Press reports, an American expedition will attempt
Mount Everest, and Pumori will be the objective of an Indian party.
The French expedition to Jannu, originally planned for this year, has
been postponed until 1962.
Herr Rudolf Bardodej is leading a party to make an attempt on Diran
(Minapin), 23,861 ft. In the course of an attempt in 1959 Herr Bardodej
reached a height of about 23,000 ft. before being turned back by bad
weather.11
Another Austrian party led by Herr Erich W aschak is hoping to
visit the Saltoro group and attempt Saltoro Kangri, but permission
has not been received at the time of writing.12
A party led by Dr. Karl Herrligkoffer will try the ascent of N anga
Parbat by the Diamir route attempted by Mummery in 1895.
See A.J. 63. 261 for another attempt.
12 As we go to Press we learn that permission to attempt Saltoro Kangri has
been refused, but the expedition has obtained a permit to visit the region of the
Kondus glacier, including K6 and possibly Mount Ghent .
11
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