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IN MEMORIAM
LEOPOLD CHARLES MAURICE STENNETT AMERY

1873-1955

THE Alpine Club has had many famous presidents, but none who has
played so prominent a part in the public life of the country as Leo
Amery. A f t e r  ten years on the staff of The Times, he sat for thirty-
four consecutive years in the House of Commons as a Conservative,
and, apart from several minor ministerial posts, held the offices of First
Lord of the Admiralty, Secretary of State for the Colonies and for the
Dominions, and finally, after eleven years of political eclipse, Secretary
of State for India and Burma. Whether in office or out, he was a man

• of independent views which he expressed pungently in his speeches
and numerous books ; he believed passionately in the imperial mission
of his country and in the need for Imperial Preference as a means to
closer imperial union. T h i s  JOURNAL is not the place for an account of
his public career, which is set out in some detail in an obituary notice
in The Times of September 17, 1955, the day after his death ; the
notice speaks also of  his early scholastic and athletic successes, but
hardly mentions one of the main features of his long life, his devotion
to mountaineering and sailing and other adventurous pursuits. Outside
his holidays he travelled widely on professional or official business and
usually contrived to squeeze a climb, a hill-walk or a swim into his
programme, rising i f  necessary at hours not normally favoured by
V.I.P.'s.

Amery's failure to secure re-election to Parliament in 1945 gave him
a few years of comparative leisure ; he seized the opportunity to record
the events of his political life in volumes of absorbing interest, of which
the fourth and last has yet to appear. B u t  he had already in 1939
published a book recounting the adventures of  his out-of-door life
up to the outbreak of the First World War, and another volume now
carried on the story to the end of the Second. T h e  titles of the two
books Days of Fresh Air and In the Rain and the Sun h e  took from
the most famous of Bowen's Harrow songs. B o t h  make fascinating
reading, as they describe with much humour and zest a long series of
adventurous incidents spread over many parts of the world.

Leo Amery was born in 1873 in India, where his father, of Devon-
shire stock, held a post in the Forest Service. L e o  won distinction as a
Classical scholar at Harrow and Balliol, and in 1897 was elected a
Fellow of All Souls. Physically small, wiry and very tough, strong in
the arms and long in wind, this' pocket Hercules,' as he was described
at school, was gym. champion at Harrow and represented Oxford in
cross-country running. These advantages, together with outstanding
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courage and endurance, stood him in good stead as a mountaineer.
He was introduced to rock-climbing by the Harrow master, R. C.
Gilson, at Wastdale in January 1893, taking part in the second ascent
of Oblique Chimney on Great Gable, as described by Owen Glynne
Jones. H e  first made acquaintance with the Alps in the summer of
1894; the relevant chapter in Days of Fresh Air is headed ' Love at
first sight.' T h a t  year he climbed the Zinal Rothorn, the Weisshorn
and the Dent Blanche, and made the traverse of the Matterhorn. H e
was in the Alps again in 1896, at Gilson's invitation, with a guideless
party, and in the Dolomites two years later. H e  was at this time par-
ticularly interested in the Balkans h e  was a remarkable linguist and
won a scholarship in Turkish and spent several adventurous months
in different parts of the old Ottoman empire, including a light-hearted
tour with F. E. Smith.

During the South African War Amery acted as chief of The Times
war-correspondent service, and later he edited and largely wrote his
paper's '  History of the War. Revisiting the country in 1902, he
explored the Drakensberg, and in 1905 he climbed in the Canadian
Rockies. I n  Canada again in 1909, he made an unsuccessful attempt
on Mount Robson (A i .  25. 293), and in the following year he married
a Canadian bride, Miss Florence Greenwood, with whom, he tells us,
he ' lived happily ever afterwards ' Meanwhile he had revisited the
Alps in 1906, climbing the Matterhorn by the Zmutt route, with
Heinrich Burgener. I n  1912 he was in  the Dolomites, and also
climbed in the Apuan Alps, where Carrara marble is quarried (A.j.
27. 43). N e x t  year, in the course of a political journey, he travelled
to Australia and had his first sight of the New Zealand Alps.

In the First World War Amery was an active member of Lloyd
George's War Cabinet secretariat, but he had first seen service in
Flanders and the Mediterranean. A f t e r  being torpedoed by a sub-
marine, he saved himself from capture by squeezing in beneath the
deck of his lifeboat. A f t e r  the war, though almost continuously in
office from 1919 to 1929, he was constantly in the Alps in the summer,
climbing regularly with Josef Pollinger and his son Alexander. I n
1923 he did the Charmoz and Grepon traverses; i n  1926, after his
third ascent of the Zinal Rothorn, another assault on the Matterhorn
by the Zmutt route resulted in an unconventional traverse in bad
conditions to the Italian ridge (A.j. 38. 207), followed by the 'Pasch-
horn-Dom traverse. N e x t  year, after the important Imperial Con-
ference, he took advantage of a seven-month Empire tour to climb in
the Drakensberg again and in the New Zealand Alps, where he traversed
the Minarets (A..7. 40. 108). I n  1929, back in Canada, he had the
satisfaction of making the first ascent of the 10,940-ft. mountain which
the Geographical Board of  Canada had named after him Mount
Amery.

Meanwhile he had enjoyed another Alpine season in 1928, and he
managed to spend part of every summer from 1930 to 1938, except
1932, when he was in Ottawa, in some mountainous part of Europe,
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interspersing his climbing with family holidays, and ringing the changes
on the Valais, the Dolomites, the Julian, Styrian and Bavarian Alps,
with one Easter visit to the Pyrenees with his son Julian. I n  1934,
when over sixty, he repeated some of his climbs of forty years before,
such as the Zinal Rothorn and the Dent Blanche; weather cheated him
of the Matterhorn.

Besides these summer holidays, he got away to the Alps nearly every
winter. Mrs.  Amery was an accomplished skater, while Leo took
eagerly to skiing —a sport which he had first sampled in 1904 but had
never practised with any regularity until, as he says, he was nearer
fifty than forty. He  delighted in being able to ' wander at will and with
ease over every kind of ground in winter and to enjoy the beauty of the
mountains in one of their loveliest phases.' H e  was twice elected
President of the Ski Club of Great Britain, from 1936-8 and from
1946-8

In 1935 he was President of the Classical Association; as the subject
of his presidential address he chose the Odyssey—' the best of all stories
by the greatest of all poets in the noblest language ever designed for
poetry ' ; the story of the man who from boyhood had been his favourite
hero. Greek and Roman poetry, and especially the Odyssey, were
never far from his thoughts, least of all on his mountain holidays.

In 1943 Amery was elected President of the Alpine Club in succession
to Geoffrey Winthrop Young; he had been elected a member in 1899
and had contributed many articles to this JOURNAL, besides being always
willing to help with reviews of books and obituary notices. T h e  years
of his presidency were notable both for the establishment of the British
Mountaineering Council under the leadership of the A.C. and for the
continued close co-operation of members of the club in training the
Army for war. I n  November 1944 the JOURNAL reprinted an article
by Amery himself on Mountain Warfare, in which he drew on his wide
knowledge of the earth's surface and his experience of war under varied
conditions. H i s  valedictory address of December 1946 must always
rank among the finest of these messages; i t  ended by quoting the
beautiful and moving final paragraphs of In the Rain and the Sun,
which speak of the lessons man can learn from the high mountains and
the debt he owes to them.

By the time that he delivered this address, after five years of exact-
ing office in war-time even Amery found that his climbing days were
over. But  he could still enjoy walks at Zermatt and a scramble up the
Riffelhorn. A s  late as July 1955 he visited Zermatt for the centenary
celebrations of the first ascent of Monte Rosa and the opening of the
famous hotel, and at Dr. Seiler's suggestion he was elected president
of the gathering. H e  is reported to have been in his best form, ad-
dressing his hearers in their own tongues and showing himself very
full of life.

In the passage quoted in his valedictory address Amery declared
that public life was ' very much like mountaineering. I t  needs deter-
mination and endurance. I t  needs judgment of what lies ahead and
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skill in dealing with each problem as you come to it. I t  needs, not
least, a steady head on exposed summits. A b o v e  all, one enjoys
it for its own sake, whether one gets to the summit or not.' Certainly
he himself possessed the qualities he mentions. H e  was, moreover,
a loyal friend and a delightful companion, considerate, cheerful and
amusing ; he was wholly free from self-importance and self-pity, and
in trials more cruel than those of mountaineering or politics he. gave
further proof of his fortitude and greatness of heart.

J. R. M. BUTLER.
MOUNTAINEERING was the practical outlet for the adventurous and
artistic side of Leo Amery's gifted and many-sided personality. T o
no man of great powers and great position have mountains meant more.
Statesman, scholar, linguist, athlete, and of the first rank in all, it was
in the rhythm and romance of his climbing that he realised himself most
happily ; as it was in his poetry, the lyrics which were his response to
the emotional moments in his own life, or in those of his friends, that
his balanced judgment and deep sincerity spoke most clearly. I t  was
the poetic aspect of history which fascinated his mind ; the sense of a
human mission which he explored through the first developments of
thought and culture among the Mediterranean races, and in the later
mission of the British peoples. T h i s  profoundly human feeling, com-
bined with undeviating honesty, intellectual force, and simplicity,
guided his statesmanship and his interests, and made him the most
travelled and well-liked of English Colonial administrators : and it was
the same personal quality which gave an enduring resonance to his
memorable citation of Cromwell, and his call to' speak for England ' ,
in the historic debate.

Mountains, as the inspiration to imaginative thought no less than
as the training for manhood and the opportunity for adventure, formed
for him a vital element in this human progress. H e  climbed them in
all the Dominions for which he was responsible, not only for his own
pleasure, but as an example and an encouragement no less important
than any economic concession. I t  was characteristic that he should
regret that his Secretaryship for India came too late for him to climb
in the Himalaya. T h e  Alpine Club, also, had for him this romance
of tradition; and during his most occupied years he would escape
from the House between Divisions for concentrated talk about climb-
ing and exploration, on those informal evenings which in a more con-
versational age we preferred. When he was offered our presidency,
in a period of much grave preoccupation, i t  was with hardly a smile
that he said that, of the two ambitions, he believed he had always set
it above the Premiership.

The Alpine Club was to him the agent for greater British moun-
taineering. H e  used his presidency for this larger purpose ; and his
witty, impressive speeches, and active comradeship in our local club
climbing, were as much appreciated as his lifelong work for the British
peoples and his devotion to their imperial mission. H i s  courage, and
his gaiety, seemed inexhaustible ; and with happy unselfconsciousness
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he was able to suit his humour to every age and every variety of com-
pany. Swiss guides and Viceroys were equally his friends.

All his later life, his great library and hospitable home remained the
meeting-place for the leaders, political, financial or athletic, of  many
countries, asking advice from his cool judgment and exceptional
political prescience. Wise  and independent, he pursued his great
career and lived his long life much as he climbed a mountain or shot
the rapids of an unexplored river, with calculated daring, with com-
posure, and with a philosophic enjoyment.

G. W. Y.
Mn. BRYAN DONKIN writes:

An honorary secretary may perhaps see more of the events of club
life and organisation than other members, and it is on that aspect of
L. S. Amery's work for the Club that I want to add a few words.

Geoffrey Winthrop Young, during his presidency, had sown the
seeds of the idea that the Club, by virtue of its seniority and status,
owed a  duty to mountaineering that went beyond the ordinarily
accepted concept of the duties of a committee running a members'
social club. I t  was in Amery's presidency that ideas having taken root
began to grow strongly and were equally strongly supported by him
and by the committee. T h u s  we find the committee arranging for
members of the Club to provide specialist instruction in mountaineering
to the Army Cadet Force; for advice to be given to the National Parks
Commission for England and Wales and also for Scotland; for  repre-
sentation on the Central Council o f  Physical Recreation, and for
co-operation with the Royal Air Force in the transport of expedition
personnel and equipment for exploratory expeditions in remote areas.
And last but not least, for the formation of the Standing Advisory
Committee on Mountaineering which led to the formation o f  the
British Mountaineering Council. T h i s  led to a storm of protest by a
group of senior members of the Club, and it was a revelation to see the
quiet and effective methods which he used to satisfy the fears and doubts
of members; the confidence of the Club in the committee under his
presidency being steadily and fully restored by his firm but kindly leader-
ship. H i s  happy knack of winding up the discussion after the reading of
a Paper with a story and a quotation or two sent us all home feeling much
happier and more pleased with ourselves than we had any right to be.

When in November 1945 Eric Shipton wrote of his wish to take an
expedition to Everest, L S. Amery's friendly relations with the Viceroy
of India and others was of great help in getting permission for this
expedition. T h e  term of his presidency also saw the formation of the
Joint Himalayan Committee of the Alpine Club and the Royal Geo-
graphical Society as a successor to the older Everest Committee. T o
have done all this for the Club at a time when his own political and
• personal worries were by no means inconsiderable is remarkable evidence
of his strength and charm of character and devotion to duty.

BRYAN DONKIN.
VOL. LXI .  N O .  CCXCII 0
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CALEB FRANK GATES, JR.
1904-1955

CALEB GATES was born in Istanbul, where his father was President of
Robert College. H e  attended Princeton and Balliol College, Oxford,
and in 1927-8 was President of the Oxford University Mountaineering
Club. H e  taught history at Robert College and later at Princeton,
where he also became assistant dean of students. I n  1941 he became
Chancellor of Denver University. H e  served in Army intelligence in
Europe during the war. Returning to Denver he resigned as Chan-
cellor, but continued as professor of history until 1949, after which
he had a long illness. H i s  first marriage, by which there were three
children, ended in divorce. H e  had married again a few months
before his death in California.

His climbing was done mostly between 1925 and 1930, principally
in the Alps, where he made about fifty ascents, generally guideless •
after the first two years. H e  was considered a good climber at that
time, and was a member of the Alpine Club from 1928 as well as of
The American Alpine Club.

HENRY S. HALL, JR.

WILSON HAROLD HEY, F.R.C.S.
1882-1956

WILSON HEY died on January is at the age of seventy-three. H e
qualified in 1905 and began his distinguished career by winning the
Tom Jones Surgical Research Scholarship. A t  one time he was
assistant to Joseph Collier, the senior honorary surgeon at the Man-
chester Royal Infirmary and President of the Rucksack Club. I n  due
course he succeeded Collier in both these offices. After a succession
of appointments he became a member of the honorary surgical staff at
the M.R.I. in 1914 and the Christie Hospital and Holt Radium Institute
in 1919. During the First World War he served with the Royal Army
Medical Corps and could speak touchingly of his work in the cellars of
Ypres and on other battlefields. F o r  a time he was attached to the
French medical service, and was made a Chevalier of the Legion of
Honour. H e  came back a very competent surgical technician, deft,
swift and gentle, with an unusual gift of diagnosis, and rapidly built
up an extensive practice, which he had started before the war at the age
of twenty-nine. H e  brought many new ideas into his work and was
one of the pioneers in the use of radium and, later, of hormones in the
treatment of cancer, particularly cancer of the breast. Probably his
greatest contribution to surgical knowledge was in prostatectomy,
where he revolutionised the older methods, made the treatment safe,
and considerably lessened the discomfort of the patient and the period
of convalescence. M e n  came to him from many parts of the world to
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undergo the operation that bears his name. H e  was a noted clinical
teacher and examiner.

Perhaps it was his early association with Joseph Collier that developed
his love for the mountains, but the seed was already there : when only
four, he had been taken up Pendle Hill by his father and had done much
wandering over the lonely Lancashire and Yorkshire moors in his boy-
hood. H e  joined the Club in 1929. A  year before, he had founded The
Manchester University Mountaineering Club and became its only
Honorary Life Vice-President. H e  was an honorary member of the
Rucksack Club and of the Climbers' Club.

For most of the inter-war seasons he was in the Alps, and in ¶928
began to climb with that fine guide and companion, Alexander Taug-
walder, a  partnership that was to last with few interruptions for
eleven years, and a friendship that ended only with Alexander's un-
timely death in 1952. M a n y  of their days together are recorded in
Alexander's Fiihrerbuch :

1928. Z ina l  Rothorn, Monte Rosa, Dent Blanche, Mont Blanc de
Seilon, Grand Combin, and a traverse of the Matterhorn.

1929. Fletschhorn, Laquinhorn, Lenzspitze, Nadelhorn, Steck-
nadel-Hohberghorn, two ascents of the Matterhorn (one by the Zmutt
ridge), Wellenkuppe and Ober Gabelhorn, Weisshorn, and a traverse of
the Nordend and the other summits of Monte Rosa together with the
Lyskamm, Castor and Pollux. K a r l  Biner joined them for  this
expedition.

1930. T h e  traverse of the Grands Charmoz under very difficult
conditions in bad weather, the Dent du Requin and the Dent du Geant.

1931. Wetterhorn, Mittelhorn, Rosenhorn, K le in  and Gross
Schreckhorn, Strahlegghorn, Eiger by the Mittellegigrat; traverses of
the Monch, Gross and Hinter Fiescherhorn and of the Gletscherhorn
and Ebnefluh.

1932. A  journey from Zermatt to Chamonix over the Valpelline,
Mont Brule, Collon, Eveque, Planards, Argentite and Grands Montets
cols; ascents of the Dent d'Herens, Aiguille du Peigne and the Grepon.

1933. Dom,  Dent Blanche by the Viereselsgrat, traverse of  the
Jumeaux from the Valtournanche, Breithorn by the Younggrat, Monte
Rosa by the Ostwand to the Dufourspitze.

1935. Aiguil le de la Neuvaz, Tour Noir, Aiguilles Dorees, Aiguille
Javelle, Aiguille du Chardonnet and a traverse of the Aigailles du Diable
to Chamonix (with Hilda Summersgill and Alexander Taugwalder).

1936. Traverse of the Pic de Neige Cordier and the ascent of the
Barre des Ecrins, both in bad weather. Traverse of the Grivola.

1938. A  training meet in Chamonix with the Manchester University
Mountaineering Club, during which they climbed the Grands Charmoz.

In June 1933 Alexander Taugwalder came over to England to stay
with Wilson Hey for a holiday, which gave them both much enjoyment.
One recalls them finishing a busy day on Pillar Rock by dashing up the


