
ALPINE NOTES 

Fiinffingerspitze in October and, amongst other things, entered for 
the C.M.F. ski jumping championships. Though he had never 
seriously jumped before he achieved a jump of over forty metres. 

One of his greatest passions in life was motor cycle racing. The 
lure of speed and spice of danger gripped him. He took part in amateur 
races in the Isle of Man before the war. He again entered for the 
Grand Prix races in September 1946, and, having been placed second 
in the junior race a day or two previously, he was making a gallant all 
out attempt to overhaul the leader in the senior race when he left the 
road on a remote part of the course and crashed. It is a cruel irony 
of fate that one whose careful and unfailing prudence had been dis
played so conclusively on the mountains should lose his . life in an 
attempt where such prudence must of necessity be set aside. 

Peter Aitchison had a most friendly and likeable character. His 
cheery voice was always ringing round our mess at Terminillo and he 
was the mainstay of many a party. He was an outstanding winter 
mountaineer and his untimely death has meant a serious loss to this 
Club and has left a gap in the hearts of those of us who really knew him 
that it will be difficult to fill. 
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THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : 

T. A. H. PEACOCKE. 

Year of · 
Election. 

Williams, William, Hon. Member (1937) • 1882 
Barnes, Sir George S. • • • • 1882 
Mackinder, Sir Halford J. • • • • 1900 
Parker, J. A. • • • • • • 1902 
Bell, Canon G. M. • • • • • 1922 
Colijn, A. H. • • • • • • 1937 

ALPINE CLUB MEET. The sixth meet of the Alpine Club was held 
at Kingshouse, Glencoe, from May 25 to June 9, 1946, and was attended 
by the following: Messrs. H. Booth, R. S. Dadson, B. Donkin, Dr. 
N. S. Finzi, A. Greenwood, L. C. Letts, G. G. Macphee, R. F. Strick
land-Constable, Prof. H. W. Turnbull, and D. Turnbull. 

THE BRITISH MouNTAINEERING CouNCIL. The following notices 
have been issued : 

BULLETIN. The Council is now issuing a bulletin at approximately 
quarterly intervals. Members of the Alpine Club can obtain this 
bulletin for ss. a year ( 4s. for the remaining issues for I 94 7) from the 
British Mountaineering Council, 148 Sussex Gardens, W.C. 2. It 
covers news of the Council's activities, items of general mountaineering 
interest, information about equipment and details of new books dealing 
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with mountaineering and allied subjects. Cheques should be made 
payable to the British Mountaineering Council. 

HuTs AND BIVOUACS. The Council has decided to form a central 
fund to assist clubs in the pr~vision of further huts and hi vouacs in 
the British Isles, particularly in Scotland, open to all members of 
constituent clubs. Consideration is now being given to the association 
of this fund with the proposal for a War Memorial to all climbers 
killed in the war. 

LECTURES AND FILM SHows IN LoNDON. The Council is now 
empowered to organise lectures and film shows in any district, if a 
number of local clubs request it to do so, but not otherwise. A group 
of the smaller London clubs recently made such a request and it was 
possible to arrange the showing of two excellent French talking films, 
one of caving and the other of climbing in Savoy, to a large audience. 

PROFESSIONAL GuiDES IN GREAT BRITAIN. The Council has recently 
issued certificates of competence to four men practising as guides in 
England and Wales. Further applications for certificates are under 
consideration. 

RoPE AND EQUIPMENT. The specification, design and supply of 
mountaineering equipment is kept continuously under review. The 
secretary of the Rope and Equipment Sub-Committee, A. R. H. 
Worssam, 85D Marchmont Street, London, W.C. 2, will deal with 
enquiries from members on these subjects. 

Climbing in Britain. ~opies of the Pelican book Climbing in Britain, 
which is a practical guide to hill walking, rock climbing and winter 
mountaineering in this country, can be obtained, price IS. 3d. post free, 
from E. C. Pyatt, 96 Priory Gardens, London, N. 6. 

RECENTLY PUBLISHED. We believe that our readers may wish to 
know that there has recently been published by Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 
for the price of 2s. 6d., a short .essay in three chapters by Mr. R. L. G. 
Irving entitled The Mountains Shall Bring Peace. It is, to quote the 
author's preface, ' an attempt to draw attention to the contribution 
mountains have to make towards unity of purpose in material and 
spiritual development, with a suggestion for an educational experiment 
which may help to make that contribution effective.' 

TABLE MouNTAIN. ·We have received the following letter from 
Mr. W. C. West: 

'Mr. G. F. Travers-Jackson, Mr. K. Cameron and myself, who 
between us have made some thousands of rock ascents of Table Moun
tain in the past 4 5 to 55 years, regret having to record our disagreement 
with Mr. Busk's opinion of Table Mountain rock as expressed on 
page 228 of his excellent book The Delectable Mountains. Mr. Busk 
must have been particularly unfortunate in his selection from our 
about 250 climbing routes on Table Mountain during his residence 
at the Cape. His paragraph would apply more appropriately to much 
of the rock in the Drakensberg range on the Natal-Basutoland border. 
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' Other well known climbers from overseas have commented to us 
upon the exceptional general firmness and stability of the Table 
Mountain sandstone.' 

HIMALAYAN EXPEDITIONS. Under the auspices of the Schweizer
ische Stiftung fur alpine Forschungen, two expeditions are to visit the 
Himalaya this year. Herren Gyr and Kappeler, with our member 
Mr. H. W. Tilman are to visit the region of Rakaposhi. Mme Lohner, 
MM. A. Roch, R. Dittert, I-I. Sutter, with Alexander Graven, are 
visiting the Gangotri district in Garhwal . 

GIFT TO A.C. 1\I.Ir. G. A. Hasler has very kindly presented the 
Fiihrerbuch of Peter Egger of Grindelwald, well known in the Golden 
Age of mountaineering. Some of the entries are of much interest, and 
Egger led Lord Francis Douglas in an ascent of the Wetterhom shortly 
before the Matterhorn accident of I 86 5. Other interesting entries are 
by E. P. J ackson, Miss F. and Miss P. Plunket, Gi.issfeldt, Emil and 
Felix Burckardt, G. F. Vernon, and last, but not least, Theodore Roose
velt, who made the ascent of Jungfrau about July 25, 1881, and who 
writes most highly of Egger's leadership. The last entry in the book 
occurs in the same year. A sympathetic note on Egger's sad and 
untimely death and of his career as a guide appears in A .J. I o. 42 I - 2. 

BoLIVIAN ANDES : THIRD AscENT OF MT. SAJAMA. Mt. Sajama 
(21,400 ft.) the highest mountain of the Bolivian Andes was climbed 
for the third time on August 6 last by a party composed of the following 
members : T. I. Rees, C.B.E. (British Minister in La Paz ), T. Pol
hemus, W. Tienken, G. Moeller and E. de la Matte, of whom the 
first named remained in the high camp to a\vait the return of the other 
four who proceeded to the top. Of the four who completed the 
climb, T. Polhemus an American from Baltimore was most 
unfortunately lost. 

The mountain was first climbed in 1937 by Messrs. Ghiglione and 
Prem by the N.W. ridge. T\vo months later the second ascent was 
made, by a slightly more difficult route on the S.E. ridge, by Prem 
and Kuehm, the last mentioned of whom lost his life in 1941 on the 
North Peak of Illimani. 

The ascent of last August was made by the same ridge as Ghiglione 
followed, after a reconnaissance of all the most feasible routes, a base 
camp being pitched at a height of 16,4oo ft. and a high camp at 18,250 ft. 

Sajama is an extinct volcano, differing from most of the Andine 
volcanoes, however, in showing an unusual amount of rock outcrops 
and faces. In particular, the main feature of the W. face overlooking 
the little village of Sajama, is a vertical precipice half a mile long and 
some 1500 ft. in height. No trace of a crater is to be seen, its place 
being occupied by an extensive ice cap which reaches down to 2o,ooo ft. 
on the N. side and about I 8,ooo ft. on the S. No serious technical 
difficulties of any importance were encountered on the N .W. ridge, the 
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rope being put on only to surmount the snow floor of a 300ft. couloir 
leading to the foot of the ice cap at 2o,ooo ft., the slope of vvhich was 
about 40°. The ice cap itself presented no obstacle in crampons, its 
slope commencing at 30° and easing off gradually in dome form to the 
vast and almost level plateau at the summit which was reached after 
eight hours' climbing from the high camp. 

Although the day was cloudless, a very high wind was blo,:ving a 
snow plume from the summit, and it was doubtless this that caused 
Polhemus to become disorientated, as visibility on the plateau was 
Fmited to about so yards. He disappeared, and although anxiety 
for him was felt two minutes after he was last seen, and efforts im
mediately made to locate him, no trace could be found. 

Two search parties, one by land and one by air, were subsequently 
organised to endeavour to throw light on his fate, but both these were 
fruitless. So passed a true friend of the mountaineering fraternity in 
Bolivia, whose loss will long be .mourned. 

E. DE LA MoTTE . 

JEAN-J OSEPH CARREL. Carrel ! The name brings an answering 
thrill to the heart of every mountaineer ; it sounds like a bugle call to 
b~ttle on the Matterhorn. And once again the death of a Carrel has 
wrung the heart. of V altournanche and given occasion to do honour to 
its valiant guides. 

Jean-Joseph was a relative of Jean-Antoine the Bersaglier and a son 
of Victor Carrel, known as lo peintro (the painter), who was one of the 
heroes of the earliest attempts on the Matterhorn with Gabriel Maquig
naz (the second attempt in I857). He was the father of the famous 
Louis Carrel, whose name is inseparably linked with the most recent 
victories on the peak, and one of those great guides whose fine character 
and responsive nature at once assures them of the friendship of their 
employers. 

The Furggen ridge in particular has been a family affair for this 
branch of the Carrels. On September 4, I 9 I I, Jean-J oseph was 
leading guide to Mario Piacenza when, with Joseph Gaspard, they 
conquered the great final precipice by its southern face, and some 
thirty years later it was Louis who in I 942 was to make the first direct 
ascent of this final precipice (with Alfredo Perino and the guide 
Giacomo Chiara on September 22), the cliff that Guido Rey and later 
Blanchet descended by means of a rope ladder or fixed ropes. 

Jean-J oseph had a single eye and a loyal heart, and in a tight place he 
could show the cool courage and the sense of humour which so often 
in serious mountaineering, as under fire, marks a finely tempered 
spirit. On the Furggen ridge showers of stones came down. ' Look 
out ! Stones ! ' yelled J oseph Gaspard. But seeing the party could do 
nothing to escape the danger, Jean-Joseph made the laconic ans,:ver: 
' Nothing to be afraid of ! Plenty of room for them in the air ! ' And 
the party proceeded on its way, 

CHARLES Gos. 
VOL. LVI. NO. CCLXXIV G 
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}EAN-1-IENRI RAVANEL. The names of certain villages in the Alps 
remain intimately connected with the story of the conquest of the 
highest peaks, just as the destinies of those villages are bound up with 
the names of certain families of great guides. Grindelwald, Cour
mayeur, St. Niklaus, Bonneval, Meiringen, Chamonix, Valtournanche, 
Zermatt and Argentiere are some of the many instances that might be 
quoted. At Argentiere, for example, a census taken on March Io, 
I946, revealed that I09 out of 583 inhabitants bore the name of Ravanel! 

One of them, Jean-Henri, known as Jean-a-Mie was swept away by 
an avalanche and killed OI) November 27, I946, while on a solitary 
skiing expedition i~ the neighbourhood of the Col de Balme. Born 
in I 9 I I, he was a third cousin of the famous brothers J oseph (le Rouge), 
Jean and Camille, and though still a young man had played his part 
in upholding the reputation of this line of celebrated mountaineers. 
Armand Charlet, the mayor of Argentiere and now president of the 
Syndicat des Guides de Chamonix, described him to me as ' one of the 
best guides we have lost in the valley since Michel Croz's death.' The 
Chamonix guides have suffered terrible losses in I946, and Jean-Henri 
Ravanel makes the 45th Chamonix guide to lose his life in the moun
tains since there were professional guides in the valley. A grievous 

. tribute paid to those radiant heights by the men who live below them ! 
CHARLES Gos. 

EARLY AscENTS OF THE WETTERHORNER. We are much indebted 
to Herr Carl Egger for sending us the note here printed : 

In the story of British mountaineering the ascent of the Wetterhorn 
in I 8 54 by Sir Alfred Wills was from earliest days regarded as the 
beginning of the glorious era of high ascents in Switzerland by English
men. In I9I4 Arnold Lunn pointed out (The Alps, p. I II) that \Vills 
was by no means the first to practise mountaineering as a sport, and 
that the Wetterhotn had been climbed by tourists, including two 
Englishmen, four times before Wills' ascent. He did not then know 
that the real first ascent from Grindelwald '\vas made nine years earlier 
by two Swiss, Dr. A. Roth, physician of Interlaken, and the forester 
F. Fankhauser, as is now well authenticated (see Die Alpen, I940, 
p. 263). As this evidence may not be generally known, I will repeat 
it here for English readers. 

An anonymous notice was inserted in the Intell£genzblatt fiir die 
Stadt Bern, concerning the first ascent of the Wetterhorn from Grindel
wald. This was followed by notices in three other Bernese newspapers 
announcing the ascent of the ' highest point of the W etterhorner ' 
by the Englishman Speer and three guides. The following signed 
declaration was then printed in the Schweizerische Beobachter. 

' In justification of the article " Ascent of the W etterhorn " in 
No. I66 of the lntelligenzblatt, and to rectify the article in the Ver
fassungs-Freund of July I4, the undersigned assert that they reached 
the highest peak of the W etterhorner on July 7, while Mr. Speer of 
England ascended another, more westerly summit, the so-called 
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Mittelhorn. They give here simply the fact, without troubling about 
priority ; they owe the success of their expedition mainly to the 
indefatigable care and precaution of their guides Johann Bohren, 
Peter Bohren and Christian Michel of Grindelwald. 

(Signed) DR. RoTH, 
Interlaken, July 16, 1845. F. FANKHAUSER, forester.' 

After this evidence, the priority of their first tourist ascent cannot 
be challenged. 

How then did the long established legend of the first ascent by 
Wills originate ? It is intelligible that Wills listened with both ears 
to the assertions of the inhabitants. There is Ulrich Lauener, who 
declared without hesitation that the Wetterhorn was unclimbed. 
But neither Wills' other guides nor anybody else in Grindelwald 
appear to have known anything about an ascent from Grindelwald : 
attempts had been undertaken, but all had failed. Wills says: 'We 
were certainly regarded, at Grindelwald and in the neighbourhood, 
as the first adventurers who had succeeded,' and the victory was 
celebrated with champagne and gunfire, with the assistance of the 
whole population. One of Wills' guides, Peter Bohren, was most 
probably the same (then aged 23 years) who, together with his brother 
Johann and Christian Michel, had led the two Swiss mountaineers 
up the Wetterhorn in 1845 and so solved the problem of the direct 
ascent from Grindelwald and the first ascent by tourists nine years 
ago. Moreover, ·only 10 ft. beneath the highest point the iron flag 
of Mr. Blackwell was found, who in June of the same year 1854 reached 
the top by way of the Bosbergli and the saddle with Bohren, Almer 
and Bleuler. The flag was posted on the final ridge, and it is not 
certain whether in June the famous Lauener cornice existed as it did 
later in the middle of September. 

Wills says that Bohren knew this side of the country better than 
anyone else, having been ' three times this season to the plateau out 
of which the peaks of the Wetterhorner spring.' It may be that the 
three expeditions referred to by Wills are the three ascents of the 
Wetterhorn by the Swiss mountaineers on July 7, 1845, Blackwell's 
ascent on June 13, 1854, and that of the Mittelhorn by Pontamine 
on August 20 of the same year, in all of which Bohren participated. 

It is astonishing to reflect how modestly the Swiss thought of their 
feat, not caring to defend their rights of priority, and how in the mean
time the guides of Grindelwald were silent about it and spread the 
version that it did not succeed, as also in the case of Blackwell. 
But how could the Grindelwald people be so short of memory as to 
forget the former ascents ? There may well have been a tendency to 
magnify the ascent of Wills in order to get more out of it for the sake 
of his guides. The whole population was unanimous in this with the 
guides. 

The motive of Almer and his brother-in-law Ulrich Kaufmann in 
their desire to outrun Wills' party may be considered as the wish to 

G2 
• 



ALPINE NOTES 

secure this mountain for their own guide interests against foreigners 
(Simond and Balmat). Neither Almer nor Bohren said anything 
about having been up the mountain before. 

The history of the W etterhorner must therefore be set out in the 
following strict chronological order : 
I. August 28, 1844. Desor, Dollfus, Dupasquier and Stengel with 

the guides Jaun, Bannholzer, Wahren and others. First ascent 
of Rosenhorn. 

2. August 3I, I844· Guides Johann Jaun and Melchior Bannholzer. 
First ascent of the Wetterhorn. From Rosenlaui to Hotel des 
N euchatelois. 

3· July 7, I845· A. Roth and F. Fankhauser with the guides Peter 
Bohren, Johann Bohren and Christian Michel. Second ascent 
of the Wetterhorn and first from Grindelwald. · 

4· July g, I845· Speer with the guides Johann Jaun and K. Abplan
alp. First ascent of the Mittelhorn. From Pavilion Do11fus.1 

5· July 3I, I845· Agassiz, Vogt and Bovet with the guides Jaun, 
Bannholzer and Wahren. Third ascent of the Wetterhorn. From 
Pavilion Dollfus. 

6. Early June, 1854. Eardley J. Blackwell with the guide Christian 
Bleuler. From Rosenlaui, first ascent by an English tourist.2 

7. June I 3, I 8 54. Blackwell with the guides Peter Bohr en, Christian 
Almer and Bleuler. Fourth ascent of the Wetterhorn and second 
from Grindelwald. 

8. August 20, 1854. Pontamine with Peter Bohren, Almer, Bleuler 
and Thoman. Second ascent of the Mittelhorn and first from 
Grindelwald. 

9· September 17, I854· Alfred Wills with guides A. Balmat, A. 
Simond, Ulrich Lauener and Peter Bohren. Fifth ascent of the 
Wetterhorn and third from Grindelwald. Also, same day, 
Christian Almer and Ulrich Kaufmann. Wetterhorn direct from 
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Grindelwald. 
CARL EGGER. 

0THMAR SuPERSAXO. I was very sorry to read in a recent number 
of Die Alpen of the death of Othmar Supersaxo of Saas Fee at the age 
of sixty. 

Between I92o and I930 I made several climbs and ski runs with him. 
To my mind, he possessed all the attributes of the first class moun
taineer and guide. He knew almost every rock of the Saas valley and 
was continually on the look out for fresh ways, and even as late as I924 
he discovered a new route up the Weissmies, which took some doing. 
His favourite climb, I think, was the long rocky ridge of the Jagigrat-

1 Speer intended to make the first ascent of the Wetterhorn (Hasli-Jungfrau) 
as tourist, but J aun suggested the Mittelhorn to him, in order to reserve the 
pride of being first place for Agassiz in which he failed, as Roth and Fank
hauser won the race. 

2 Peak not indicated. EDITOR. 

• 
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a short way above the W eissmies hut where he was able to show to 
the full his great skill as a rock climber. Othmar was also an excellent 
Alpine ski-runner and used to make many tours in the winter and spring 
on the glaciers and peaks around the Britannia hut. 

He was a most agreeable and interesting companion, and kept one 
amused with a fund of good stories about people and mountains. 

Othmar Supersaxo had climbed in many other parts of the Alps, but 
he always gave the impression that he thought the valley of Saas and 
his village of Saas Fee by far the best of them all. 

E. B. BEAUMAN. 

REVIEWS 

In the Rain and the Sun. By the Rt. Hon. L. S. Amery, C.H. Pp. 251, illus-
trated. Hutchinson & Co. , London, 1946. Price 21s. 

THIS is the sequel to Days of Fresh Air reviewed in A.J. 52. 143 sqq., 
where the hope was expressed that the distinguished writer would find 
time for more travel and mountain reminiscences. Putting it briefly, 
the sequel is as excellent as the original, and once more the reader 
will marvel at the wealth of material (crowded by the publishers) 
into 2 so pages of closest print. The contents range from the Western 
and Eastern Alps to the mountains of South Africa, New Zealand and 
Canada, in fact, over much of that portion of the world now in process 
of ' liquidation ' to quote Mr. Churchill's grim phrase an Empire 
which he and Mr. Amery have done so much to build up and con
solidate. 

However, bitter as it must have been, our author has steered skilfully 
clear of politics and we can but endeavour to do likewise. The opening 
chapters deal with the first European War and with home scenes, 
both are of the highest interest. In the first there . is an allusion to 
the Versailles Staff under Henry Wilson and of which Mr. Amery 
was Secretary. Of which Staff, ' the story has never yet been told 
and well deserves telling.' Perhaps some day Mr. Amery may write 
of it, as also of Haig's and the egregious Petain's evasions of the same. 
In the Salonika recollections we may note that the author deals gently 
with his Director of Intelligence, and we might add that the said' C.O.' 

· disappeared into retirement before 1918. In the home scenes we 
obtain vivid glimpses of Devon, Wales, as also of yachting episodes. 

Not till Chapter Ill do we come to the Alps, comprising Pennines, 
Mont Blanc and Bernese Oberland in the years 192o-24. It is to be 
noted that here and indeed throughout the book Mr. Amery appears 
to have suffered unduly from too much Rain and insufficient Sun. 
His record of expeditions, great as it is, might under worthier con
ditions have been even more impressive. Later again we have the 
Alps in 1925-28, including winter ski work, Bernina, Pennines, together 
with an admirable note on a climb up Ago di Sciora and a very hazardous 
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