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IN MEMORIAM

ARTHUR PHILEMON COLEMAN
1852-1939

(This notice is reprinted from the Canadian Alpine Journal, by the courtesy
of the Editor.)

PROFESSOR COLEMAN died at his home in Toronto on February 26,
1939, in  his eighty-seventh year. H i s  mental and to a remarkable
extent his physical vitality were preserved to the end. Indeed he had
made preparations to leave on February io for an expedition to British
Guiana.

His birthplace was at La Chute in Lower Canada, where his father
was stationed as Wesleyan minister. H i s  youth was spent in a home
of refinement. B u t  the heritage of  the pioneers was his, and few
Canadians have so readily incurred hardships in the pursuit of know-
ledge. A f t e r  a period of teaching he entered Victoria University at
Cobourg and graduated in 1876. H i s  studies, free from the excessive
specialisation of later times, tended to develop broad interests. B u t
his mind definitely turned to the sciences under the influence of a
great teacher, Dr. Eugene Haanel. I t  was largely as a result of his
association with Haanel at Victoria that Coleman repaired to Breslau,
where he received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1881. H e
returned to his Alma Mater as Professor of  Natural History, and
continued in this position until Victoria entered into federation with
the University of  Toronto, when the teaching of  the sciences was
surrendered t o  the University. H i s  active teaching a t  Toronto
extended from 1891 to 1922, first in the School of Practical Science,
and then as Professor of Geology in the Faculty of Arts, where he was
honoured wi th the deanship i n  1919. A f t e r  1922, as Professor
Emeritus he was free to devote his full time to study and travel and
writing. I n  1926 he published his great work, Ice Ages, Recent and
Ancient. H e  was hard at work on completing another volume on the
Pleistocene epoch when his hand was stayed at his desk. I n  this
volume he was gleaning the ripe fruits of investigations in nearly every
corner of the globe, including no fewer than five expeditions into the
wilds of  Mexico, Central and Southern America, undertaken in his
eighties. H i s  work, The Canadian Rockies, New and Old Trails,'
although published twenty-eight years ago, still stands as one of the
greatest and possibly the most interesting o f  all the narratives o f
exploration and climbing in the Canadian mountains. A t  that time
he had been asking their secrets for more than a quarter of a century.

1 A. J. 26. 353.
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Indeed it was in 1884 that he quitted the ' Sumit' Hotel at the end of
Steel near what is now Lake Louise to ascend his first Canadian peak:

' After years o f  humdrum city life in the east, the assembly of mountains,
lifting their heads serenely among the drifting clouds, gave one a poignant
feeling of  the difference between man's world and God's. H e r e  was purity
and dignity and measureless peace. H e r e  one might think high thoughts.
Below in the grim valley, engines puffed, mule-teams strained at their loads,
sweaty men delved in the muck, and man s work, looked at from above, did not
seem admirable under its mantle of smoke.'

Exploration in these early years before trails were well defined or
such topographers as Wheeler and Bridgeland had filled in the finely
contoured maps we now enjoy, was a matter involving much un-
certainty and privation and at times considerable danger. I t  was not
without reason that the ancients depicted their rivers as bulls, and
Dr. Coleman, with his Ontario failing for travel by water, not infre-
quently found himself playing the part of toreador. Tw o  adventures
stand out particularly, in  spite of what one feels is a tendency to
understatement t h e  running of the Surprise rapids on the Columbia
in an improvised raft, and the swimming of the Athabaska beside his
horse. T h e  former incident took place in 1888 when he was in search
of those fraudulent ' giants ' of the Rockies, Brown and Hooker, which,
one seems to remember, actually found their way into the school
geographies. H e  had decided to descend the river by canoe from
Beavermouth with a companion who ' had excellent reasons for going.
He had never paddled a canoe, nor climbed a mountain, nor shot a
grizzly, and earnestly desired to do these things.' Disappointed in
the ability of their canoe to ride mountain torrents, and exasperated
by the difficulties of portaging without a trail, they resolved at the rapids
to wrest progress by a raft constructed of stranded logs, a few spikes
and their climbing rope. T h e y  were soon in the maelstrom.

' I t  was nonsense to paddle any more fo r  our raft was revolving end for end,
and then a great billow fell upon us sideways and the raft overturned. T h e r e
was a moment under water, snatched and tugged at by unseen fingers while I
clung to the binding rope, and then I  dragged myself upon the upturned
bottom o f  the raft and saw Frank just scrambling up at the opposite end.
I remembered that he could not swim and shouted to him to hold on for his
life a s  i f  he would not do that in any case I O n e  pitch followed another,
the waves half smothering us from time to time. A n d  now, right ahead, was
the worst point o f  all ; what the Ottawa raftsmen call a '  cellar,' where the
water sinks down in front of a ledge of rock and flings itself back as a towering
wave. A  strange sensation of sinking into the depths was followed by a deluge
of water leaping and trampling upon us, and then the raft struck heavily and
was nearly dragged from under us. W a s  i t  going to pieces ? N e x t  moment
we were above water again, half strangled but alive, and we supposed that the
packs underneath the raft had struck and been torn from their fastenings.
Transport by raft had certainly saved some time, for we had come down at
least four miles in fifteen or twenty minutes ; but,  on the other hand we had
not been able to admire the fine scenery of the canyon on the way, and we had
lost everything we possessed except our dripping clothes. S t i l l ,  there was
a certain thri l l  o f  pleasure and pride in having done i t ,  though we did not
want to repeat the exploit. Presently as we stood there, I on the raft and Frank
perched on the stump, a disagreeable feeling came over us that, without blankets,
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rifle, frying-pan or axe, life would be shorn of its comforts; however, our rash-
ness deserved a fine, for  we had foreseen the danger to some extent before
starting. T h e  romance of the situation had vanished and we began to think
of scrambling up the steep bank when Frank caught sight of something black
swaying in the water under the raft. T h e r e  were the packs still enclosed in
the waterproof, barely held at one end by the strap. W e  blessed the honest
leather of that ancient shawl-strap and no longer felt like shipwrecked mariners
on a desert island.'

His final attempt to conquer Robson 2 in 1908 falls within the era
of the Canadian Alpine Club, which encouraged his undertaking
another expedition. H i s  companions were his brother, the Rev.
George Kinney, Yates the packer, Yates' dog Hoodoo (who lives
for ever in the charming description of p. 298) and the lordly Adolphus
Moberly and his retinue. T h e  expedition started too late, and the
cavalcade, especially with the Moberlys added, became too elaborate
to make for success. B u t  it was a glorious venture. M u c h  was added
to the knowledge of Robson and its satellites. T h e  climbers finally
secured a fine day and reached an altitude of about '1,000 ft., following
the treacherous glacier and the ice slopes above Berg Lake. Aga in
in 1913, with the Club, Dr. Coleman visited the scene. M a n y  will
remember the charm of his presence about the camp fire and of his
profound address in the simplest of language to one of the evening
gatherings. A  few years later his influence was largely responsible
for blocking an attempt arising from a mistaken idea of patriotism
to rob the mountain of the name it had so long held, received possibly
from Ebenezer Robson, the pioneer Methodist missionary on the
Fraser during the gold rush of the 'fifties

A charter member of the Alpine Club o f  Canada, Dr.  Coleman
held in turn the offices of Chairman of the Toronto section, Eastern
Vice-President, President and Honorary President. Whenever possible
he attended the annual camps. When he was not painting or exploring
he took his place in climbing parties. One of these the writer remembers
with particular pleasure t h e  second ascent of Mt. Ball from the Storm
mountain camp. A  bivouac was necessary on the way in. He re
Dr. Coleman's camping lore and charming conversation added greatly
to the pleasure of  our camp-fire near timber line, and particularly
contributed to the comfort of the two young women who had been
included in our party of eight and who were a little concerned at the
novel experience. T h e  following day, although in his sixtieth year,
he performed the exacting climb and long journey back to camp with
ease and evident relish.

As a mountaineer in the acrobatic sense he never aspired to fame.
Nor could he permit his interest in the mountains to narrow to the mere
matter o f  conquering new peaks. T h e  failure on Robson was a
disappointment but not a grief; as we now know, it is not a mountain
to be attempted by the amateur, unless under the rarest of conditions
and from a high base. B u t  for half a century it was Dr. Coleman's
delight, whenever he could leave his work behind, to recover again

2 A . J .  2 5 .  2 9 4 0
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and again the inspiration of that first climb above the Bow river.
Amid the scenes he loved so well, the massif which bears his name
above the lovely lake which bears the name of the most perverse of his
pack-train—will stand for ever as a monument to one who knew the
mountains, their origin and history, and loved them too for the beauty
he found in glade and alpland and pinnacle.

C. B. SISSONS.

FILIPPO DE FILIPPI
1869-1938

To do adequate justice to the memory of one so great in his life's work
as Filippo De Filippi would call for collaboration between those best
qualified to judge of his achievements in different fields and for a
synthesis of their appreciations by a pen more gifted than mine. Ye t
when the Editor of  the ALPINE JOURNAL invited me to write a
tribute to my friend I  felt bound to accept this, for, however•
imperfect the tribute might be, it would serve as a token of my deep
gratitude for the close friendship into which common interests,
geographical and other, had drawn us.

My own share in these common interests was mainly due to the fact
that in the course of my Indian career I  had gained some personal
acquaintance with parts of that high mountain region between India
and Central Asia which has formed the scene of De Filippi's greatest
achievements as a scientific explorer. I t  was love of the high mountains,
an inheritance from Savoy, no doubt, and fostered by an Alpine
environment in his youth, which led him in the end to seek on the
mighty Karakoram range the chief field for his geographical labours.
It was there that his manifold attainments in scientific research, the
experience he had gained in connection with the Duke of the Abruzzi's
successful mountaineering expeditions and his exceptional powers of
organization combined to secure the amplest results.

My admiration for them was increased by personal knowledge of the
difficulties of nature over which his enterprise in that great mountain
region had triumphed. T h e  rare width of his outlook had caused him
to turn his close attention also to the small secluded communities
sheltering in its valleys. Their  culture and religion have their links
with Kashmir, with which antiquarian and historical labours have
familiarised me for many years. Such were the foundations of a friend-
ship the boon of which I was granted to enjoy for twenty-eight years.

Delightful memories I  retain of the visits necessarily brief I  was
able to pay to De Filippi's charming and ever hospitable home at
Settignano above Florence. Vivid, incisive and always stimulating
as his talk was, it was not easy to make it turn away from interesting
subjects of present work or future plans to his personal past. Fortu-
nately, from the time when De Filippi in 1897 joined the Duke of the
Abruzzi on the expedition which first conquered Mount St. Elias in
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Alaska, the narratives he prepared with a singularly happy eye and
hand of this and the succeeding great mountaineering enterprises of
that illustrious explorer, allow us to gather clear indications of his own
activities and manifold gifts.

On all those remarkable expeditions the Duke of the Abruzzi had
shown singular skill in the choice of companions. N o  choice of his
could have been more fortunate than when he invited the young
assistant professor of surgery, already a mountaineer of repute, to
accompany him for an ascent of Mount St. Elias. Studiously re-
pressed as all references to his own personal feelings are in De Filippi's
narratives of the Duke's expeditions, they reflect throughout a devoted
attachment to his leader: feelings which found their due response in
the latter's lasting friendship. I n  view of De Filippi's later persevering
preference for Himalayan exploration it is of interest to note that the
Duke's original plan had been directed towards Nanga Parbat.

The Mount St. Elias expedition was avowedly planned exclusively for
mountaineering. Ye t  the excellently written and illustrated account
of it 3 shows on many a page how generously its author understood
that in remote and imperfectly explored regions mountain work ought
to be supplemented by wide and varied knowledge. Special attention
is called to the interest presented by the coast ranges of Alaska as
reproducing the conditions that prevailed in the Alps during the ice
age. Here as in all other expedition records from De Filippi's hand
a detailed account is given of preceding explorations, doing credit to
his keen sense of historical justice. B y  the side of many shrewd
scientific observations we find delicate pictures of light and colour
effects painted as it  were by the hand of an artist. T h e  accurate
details recorded of equipment, provisions, etc., together with the careful
medical notes attest that this record was prepared with a view to
guidance of future enterprises. I t  goes without saying that the author
then still in his twenties paid generous tribute to all who helped their
young leader to achieve this triumph.

By the time the English translation of the narrative of the Mount
St. Elias expedition appeared De Filippi had left his chair of operative
surgery at the University of Bologna for research work in chemical
biology at the Pathological Institute of the University in Rome. Soon
after followed his marriage with that highly gifted lady, Miss Caroline
Fitzgerald, a friend of Browning and herself a writer of English poetry
of rare merit. F o r  ten years he enjoyed the happiness of a perfect
union until her untimely end after prolonged illness. I t  was during
the early years of this period that in the company of his wife De Filippi
gained his first acquaintance with Central Asia on a long journey which
took them through the Caucasus to Russian Turkestan. Many  fine
specimens of Bukhara embroidery brought back from this journey
adorned later his villa at Settignano together with other products of
traditional Eastern craftsmanship, cherished souvenirs of happy travel.

In 1908 there was published De Filippi's account of the expedition
3 A . J .  1 9 ,  1 1 6  s q q .
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conducted by the Duke of the Abruzzi in 1906 to Ruwenzori. T h e
Duke's enterprise had resulted in the ascent of all the high peaks and
an exhaustive survey of the whole remarkable range. D e  Filippi had
not shared this great exploit but was wisely entrusted with preparing
its record from the diaries and notes of the members of the expedition,
several of whom, including Cavaliere Sella, had been his companions
on Mount St. Elias.4 Nothing could have proved better De Filippi's
rare powers as a writer and scientific observer than the delightfully
lucid and readable narrative he produced from these materials.
Assisted by Signor Sella's beautiful photographs he visualised all
details of that strange tropical mountain scenery, including the fantastic
vegetation of the valleys. H i s  notes on the different tribal types of
the natives who served the expedition as porters attest both his humane
interest in backward races and his familiarity with anthropological
research. Incidentally full justice is paid to what British colonial
administration has achieved for the welfare and progress of the native
tribes in the wide territory of Uganda.

Next year he joined the Duke of the Abruzzi s great enterprise in the
Karakoram range. I n  the full and splendidly documented record 5
De Filippi has left us of this expedition, the greatest of those initiated
and led by his royal friend, the references to his own activities are very
restrained. B u t  there is enough to show that in all the exacting
arrangements needed for approach to the scene of operations as well as
in the work there he was the Duke's right-hand man. H i s  exceptional
powers of rapid and yet true observation and the thorough care taken
by him in checking and recording them reveal themselves most clearly
by the full description which in chapters i i  ix he devotes to the
journey through Kashmir, the Indus valley and Baltistan. I t  is
ground with much of which prolonged labours, antiquarian and topo-
graphical, in Kashmir have familiarised me. I  could not read now
those chapters without being impressed by the accuracy of De Filippi's
descriptions of the great valleys traversed, by the lucid analysis of their
geographical features and the careful attention paid to the anthropology,
the character and the historical past of their populations.

It was while preparing for publication this account of the Duke of
the Abmzzi's expedition that De Filippi conceived the idea of the great
scientific expedition which in 1913-14 he led from Kashmir through
Baltistan and Ladak to the high and inhospitable mountain region
where the Karakoram and the K'un-lun meet. N o  single trans-
continental expedition, I  believe, has ever been carried out with so
wide a range of scientific research into varied aspects of the physical
and human geography of a region presenting equally great difficulties
of nature. T h e  complete success of this expedition is proof of the
thoroughness with which its plans were laid. They were completed
by the end of the summer of 1912, the very year when De Filippi
lost his wife, his most cherished comrade, after a lingering illness.
He never got over this blow. Ye t  with undaunted courage he achieved

4 A.J. 23. 242, 310. G.Y•  February, 1907. 5  A.J. 25. 107.
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all the elaborate preparations and arrangements needed and within
a year was able to start.

The experience gained on the expedition of  1909 had impressed
De Filippi with the variety of much-discussed geo-physical problems
for the solution of which systematic observations in the high mountain
barrier separating the upper valley of the Indus from Central Asia
were bound to yield very important aid. Previous travel records
indicated that at the eastern end of the Karakoram with its unknown
glaciers there was left for exploration a field of exceptional interest.
For the collection of  exact data the help of a considerable staff of
highly trained experts was indispensable. T h e  enlightened support
of the Italian Government enabled De Filippi to secure the assistance
for these varied tasks of  eight distinguished scientists, drawn almost
wholly from Universities and other public institutions. T h e  Indian
Government lent him the services of four experts for topographical
exploration.

It is impossible to read the remarkably clear and abundantly docu-
mented and illustrated record De Filippi has given us of  this great
expedition 6 without being filled with admiration for the consummate
forethought, energy and skill with which it was prepared and carried
through to complete success. Considering the comparatively large
number of Europeans to be cared for, the very varied climatic con-
ditions to  be encountered i n  the several seasons o f  a campaign
planned to last a year and a half, and the total absence of local resources
on high mountain wastes where exacting scientific work called for pro-
longed effort under abnormal living conditions, the provision and trans-
port of food supplies and equipment alone presented a serious problem.
Not without reason De Filippi used with joking modesty to talk of his
having played the part of chief karawan-bashi' (caravan leader) on
his own expedition.

The autumn and winter of 1913-14 was devoted in Baltistan and
Ladak to scientific tasks. I t  implied the constant detachment o f
separate parties to different areas specially selected. T o  De Filippi
fell the task of choosing the best suited localities with due regard to
the rigorous climatic conditions prevailing in the high valleys during
those seasons. H i s  task was not lightened by the need of providing
adequate opportunities also for careful study o f  the anthropology,
social conditions, etc., of  the various interesting communities, Balti,
Dard and Tibetan, scattered in those valleys.

I have never ceased to wonder how, with so many absorbing responsi-
bilities, he found time to devote such close study to those communities
greatly differing in racial type, to their economic conditions of life and
to their history as the chapters dealing with the first portion of the ex-
pedition's work indicate. T h e  special attraction presented to him by
these subjects is brought out by the mass of carefully gathered observa-
tions bearing on the racial characteristics, customs, traditions and cul-
ture of the populations in Baltistan and Ladak. T h e  critical analysis

6 A.J. 27. 453.
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made of the relations, past and present, linking these mountain terri-
tories with Kashmir, Tibet and the Tarim basin, together with the
valuable materials which Professor Dainelli, his chief geographical
collaborator, supplied, makes this portion of the general record of the
expedition's results an important source of information also for the
Orientalist student.

In Ladak De Filippi was specially fascinated by the manifold
aspects of Tibetan religion, cult and art, as reflected by the Buddhist
monasteries, shrines, religious monuments, etc., abundant out of all
proportion to the small population and its very scanty economic
resources. F r o m  this originated the most scholarly labours which
he bestowed in later years upon the important and long-neglected
account of  his countryman, P.  Ippolito Desideri, S.J., as detailed
further on.

By the middle of May 1914 the whole expedition, now reinforced
by the party from the Survey of India, set out from Leh for the most
prominent and most arduous part o f  its exploratory programme.
It needed all the proved organizing capacity of De Filippi to assemble
at the right time on high ground whatever was needed in the way of
personnel, supplies and transport for the extensive explorations of
fully three months. T h e  base for them was established on the Depsang
plateau at an elevation of 13,600 ft. to the south of the Karakoram Pass.
From there the plateau and the great cluster of high mountains, rising
to peaks of more than 24,000 ft., were to be surveyed and studied
in all their physical features. They  are as bare of resources for man
and beast as any arctic region. T h e  accomplishment of this great
task wil l  for ever remain an outstanding example of  what careful
planning and supreme ability on the part of  the leader combined
with devoted co-operation on the part of all helpers can achieve in
a scientific enterprise.

The results secured were as abundant and important as the great
explorer could have foreseen. T h e  explorations definitely determined
the sources of the Yarkand and Shayok rivers, draining into the Indus
and Tar im respectively. Though these rivers belong to  widely
separated drainage areas, yet their principal sources proved to be fed
by branches of the same huge Rimu Glacier. T h e  expedition located
for the first time the head of the Yarkand river's chief tributary in the
Shaksgam valley and led to other notable discoveries. D e  Filippi
in his record is studiously careful to give fullest credit to the efforts of
all his coadjutors, Italian, British and Indian as well as to the per-
severance of his Balti and Ladaki coolies. Ye t  i t  is clear that the
pioneering work on the vast glaciers of the Rimu fell to his personal
share, effectively aided as he was in it by Petigax, his veteran Alpine
guide from Courmayeur.

It was fortunate that when the first news of the outbreak of the 1914
war reached the expedition just reunited on the Depsang after many
weeks of separate work, the explorations on that high ground were
completed. F i ve  of the Italian members of the expedition felt then




