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BY G. HASLER
CHRISTIAN ALMER

I, I826-I8g8.

His sons:
ULRICH, b. 1849; CHRISTIAN II, b. 1859;
b. r864; PETER, b. r86g;
•

-

H ANS,

b. r 86 r ;

R u DOLF,

has been my good fortune to have all seven Fiihrerbucher of the
Almer family in my hands. It seemed to me that, though the
story of the Almers may not be so interesting to a generation which
had had hardly any .contact with them, yet there lay in front of me a
unique piece of AI pine history which deserved to be collected together
as a reminder of past times. There can be few left who remember old
Christian himself, nor can there be many who have travelled with his
sons, but the amount of foot-pounds these six men who amongst
them total up 46 5 years to date have put into the exploration of the
Alps and the additions they have helped t o make to Alpine history and
topography, are stupendous.
When Christian Almer was born on March 29, r8z6, except for
what were then considered the extraordinary performances of the
Meyers and very few others, nothing had been done. When Christian
';vas eighteen the height of a mountain-lover 's ambition, always excepting chamois hunters, did not extend t o much more than the
crossing of the Strahlegg and Tschingel Passes, a visit to the glaciers,
and as a high-water mark a rare ascent of ·Mont Blanc with a train of
guides and porters and provisions beyond all reckoning.
Christian grew up as most peasant boys do, fetching and carrying,
helping in h ouse and garden, going to school, and, that done with,
while still very young he took on the job of shepherd, tending the
sheep and goats at the summer pastures above B aregg and th.e Z asenberg. H e must have had plenty of practice on rocks and steep grass
slopes when scrambling about after his charges, for to this day these
animals get themselves into m ost awkward places. It has been said
that the Lauener brothers, when taking travellers over the Strahlegg,
often hired him to carry a rucksack to the top of the pass. At the age
of twenty he married Margaritha Kaufmann. It is uncertain when
he made his first professional t our. H e -vvas employed by C. A.
Baumgartner in r851, made an attempt on Wetterhorn in 1854, and
when Wills made the first successful ascent from the Grindelwald side
that same year it had already been done from Rosenlaui Christian
and his brother-in-lavv Ulrich l(aufmann arrived at the saddle shortly
after the Wills party, and j oined them as free-lances. He was also
one of the party which accompanied 'Dora d'Istria' (the pen-name of
T
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the Russian Princess Helene Kolzow-Massalsky) on her alleged ascent
of the Monch. He refused, however, to sign the certificate of the
ascent given to her by the other guides, because, he stated, they had
not got nearer to the Monch than a point on the Eigerjoch ridge.
There were other engagements, but unfortunately Almer's first
Fiihrerbuch is non-existent. It is said that this book vvas inadvertently
destroyed by his children at play.
His second book is issued in I 856, last entry I 894· He signs his
name in this book as Allmer, a fact that later led to controversy, as did
other matters in connection with the book. He is described as 3o years
old, 5 Fuss 2 Zoll tall (an old Swiss measure), grey eyes, 1 blond hair,
and guide of the third class (zwar als Fi.ihrer dritter Klasse). I cannot
trace a mention of old Christian ever acquiring a first-class certificate ·
officially not that that matters.
In his third book, which is, I believe, hitherto unknown, his class
is not mentioned at all, his hair has gone greyish, and his height is
given as I68 em., -vvhich seems to me to be too tall, he having . always
been described as a short man. This book is curious, because it
overlaps with the last years of the second, some entries for the same
year being in one, some in the other. This third book begins in I 89 I
and ends in I 897.
The second book opens with long entries first by R. A. Chapman,
and next by Sigismund Porges of Vienna, mostly interesting for the
way in which they set out at night. Chapman spent a wretched night
at the Eigerhohle, got up Jungfrau very late (5 P.M.) the next day, and
spent a second night in wretched weather on the glacier at the foot of
the Monch, getting down to Grindelwald none the worse on the
following day at I P.l\1. Porges too got up Jungfrau, and a little later
made the first ascent of J.yronch (usual way) under much the same
circumstances, and managed to fall into a crevasse into the bargain.
But those were indeed great days. No huts. No railways. All
honest foot-slogging. And no ironmongery.
Between I857 and 1867 the opening up of the Alps started in earnest.
Charles Barrington from Co. vVicklovv made the first ascent of Eiger, 2
Leslie Stephen went up ' Mettelberg ' and crossed the upper glacier
where Christian had a couple of ribs broken by a falling block of ice.
But it is impossible to go into detail too much, or one would need a
complete volume of the Journal. During these ten years we find the
names of Eustace Anderson, W. E. Forster, H. B. George, A. W.
Moore, Hornby and Philpott (names as inseparable as Swan and
Edgar), Whymper, Tuckett, Hawthorn Kitson, Frank Walker and his
1

In point of fact, they ·were of a remarkable and attractive shade of light blue.
·
' Those eyes the greenest of things blue,
The bluest of things grey.'
2 For many
years cf. Whymper's Scrambles Barrington's name was
given as Harington (or Harrington). Mr. R. M. Barrington published a very
interesting letter of his brother Charles describing the first ascent of Eiger,
A .J. I I. I73 - 4· EDITOR.
.
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daughter Lucy, Morshead, C. E. Mathews, Professor Clifford All butt,
Kennedy. .Some of the more important first ascents during these ten
years were Monch, l{lein Schreckhorn (traverse), Lauteraarsattel,
Eiger, Sesiajoch, Jungfraujoch, Mischabeljoch, Gross Viescherhorn,
Col du Tour Noir, Barre des Ec1;ins, Breche de la Meije, Col de la Pilatte,
Morning Pass, Wetterli.icke, Aletschhorn (traverse), Grand Cornier,
Grandes Jorasses (Pointe Whymper), Aiguille Verte, Col du Mont
Dolent, Lauterbrunnen Breithorn, Silberhorn from N., Jungfrau from
Wengernalp, Gross Nesthorn, Bernina by S.E. ridge, Ebnefluhjoch,
Schmadrijoch, Agassizjoch, Lyskamm from Gressoney.
In I868 we see the first entry by Miss Brevoort and her nephew
W. A. B. Coolidge. The latter had already made his debut with
simple \valks with Fran~ois Devouassoud in I865, and in the S.A.C.
Jahrbuch of I 8g8 he specially draws attention to the fact that in I 86 5
Christian's son Ulrich took his first professional engagement as porter
and that in the same year Christian bought the dog Tschingel, which
he afterwards gave to Coolidge ' to cure him of a fit of bad temper
caused by a failure on Eiger.'
From this time on though Christian made time for his older clients
and friends (for to be a client was to be a friend of Christian) Miss
Brevoort, Coolidge, Tschingel and Christian Almer travelled together
regularly until I876, when Miss Brevoort climbed no more. She was
really very remarkable for her day, especially when one remembers
what a hindrance the clothes of the period must have been, even if she
did rationalise them a bit. But in spite of them she did such things
as the first ascent of Eiger by S.W. ridge, Eigerjoch, Monch from
Wengernalp, returning by Jungfraujoch, Bietschhorn, Weisshorn from
Bies Glacier, traverse of Matterhorn from Hornli to Breuil, Aiguille
V erte, Blaitiere, second point of La Meije, W etterhorn and J ungfrau
in vvinter, and many other climbs. Sometimes the dog went with
them, not, I imagine, on the more difficult things, but often on long
days (it went up Mont Blanc once). Whether Tschingel was altogether
popular in mountain inns is another matter. J. J. Weilenmann in
Aus der Firnenwelt has a lot to say about poor Miss Brevoort's pet when
he met them at Belalp. She seems to have idolised the dog, believing
that its delight and appreciation of mountains and their views developed
with every ascent it made. W eilenmann is unkind about it, calls it a
'formloser watscheliger Fettklumpen,' and complains that it misbehaved when it took its dinner in the dining-room with its people,
disturbed the house at night, etc. But he was probably a crusty old
beggar. Whatever the rights of the business were, Christian Almer
combined his duties as dog-leader and guide quite brilliantly.
From I876 onward, except for a few short engagements mostly with
old friends, Christian and his son Christian II were almost monopolised
by Coolidge. They travelled in Dauphine, Graians, Pennines,
Dolomites, Tarentaise, Cottian and Maritime Alps. One year
F·rederick Gardiner accompanied them to Dauphine. In January I879
Christian with his son Ulrich took Coolidge up Gross Schreckhorn.
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During these years they did enormous numbers of new things in the
Cogne, Tarentaise and Graian districts, which do not seem to attract
many people nowadays. But they made a thorough topographical
exploration. In Dauphine they made first ascents of Ailefroide,
Rateau, Montagne des Agneaux, Grande Ruine, Col des Avalanches
(with a bivouac half-way down), Les Bans, S. Aiguille d' Arves, etc.
In January r885 Almer, with that great man Christian Jossi and
some porters, took W. W. Graham up the Jungfrau. They reached
the summit late, the weather changed for the worse, and it took them
nearly all night to reach the Bergli hut. Most of them got frost-bitten,
and Almer had to have some toes amputated from the right foot,
whilst Christian Jossi was also unable to do any sort of work for some
time. Coolidge wrote of this : ' One of the finest guides in the Alps
became a cripple for life. It was a sad fate for him, since, despite his
years (59), his wonderful skill and strength showed no sign of failing.'
It is true that Christian never travelled with Coolidge again and that
he did not work in r885, but in I886 he was on the war path again.
At first there was a long tour over sub-alpine passes, but soon he
started going up Oberland and Valais p~aks again, his clients, mostly
old frief?.ds, commenting on his unimpaired speed and strength. So
he went on year in year out, doing longer and longer climbs of firstrate quality, proving that there was p1enty of life in the old man yet.
In r8gr he was with Holzmann and W. E. Davidson. They did a
lot of good work from Zermatt, and he still showed his usual speed and
endurance. On September I4 of that year, with W. E. Davidson
and Gerald FitzGerald, he did the ' J unfrau ' (and please note the
spelling, for thereby hangs a tale) from Rottal to Bergli, and on
September I8, Ochsenjoch, Ochsenhorn to Walliser Fiescherfirn,
returning over Agassizjoch (W. E. D. also ascending Agassizhorn) to
Schwarzegg. Rather a tour de force for a crippled 65-year-old.
It is at this point that Books II and III begin to overlap. There
are a few ascents in Book II up till I 894. In Book III there are two
poems, one by the Gletscher-Pfarrer Gottfried Strasser, and the other
by Andreas Fischer: 'Zur Erinnerung an unsere Eiger Tour.' There
are the usual climbs and climbers, and in 1894 a name new to his book
appears, though no new name to us : he took J. P. Farrar and Mrs.
Farrar with Christian Klucker and D. Maquignaz over the Wetterhorn
from Grindelwald to Rosenlaui. Then he went to the Valais, had a
full year in I895, and in September with W. E. Davidson, Klucker
and Rudolf Almer his son, led over the Schmadrijoch from Trachsellauenen to Ried (September 21), 3 led up Bietschhorn, up by N.
and down by W. ridge (September 23) and on the 24th crossed the
Lotschen Pass, Ried to Kandersteg. In I 896 he celebrated his golden
wedding by taking his wife and one daughter, accompanied by two of
the sons, up the Wetterhorn. After that he went with the Rev. H. J.
Heard to Dauphine, doing La Meije and other peaks with him. In
I 897 he had a good season, and we find this amongst the last entries :
3

A.J. 37·
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: CHIUSTIAN ALMER I,
A. B. COOLIDGE, MISS
BREVOORT, THE DOG TscHINGEL, ULRICH ALMER.
c~t. 1874.
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Photo supplit.·d by .\Jr. G. A. lias/a.]
CHIUSTIAN ALMER AND FRAU ALMER ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR
GOLDE~ WEDDING ASCENT OF WETTERHOHN, I 896.
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' I felt it a very great honour to have ascended the W etterhorn with
such a celebrated guide as Christian Almer (signed) Lois McCormick.'
And so with that tribute the book ends.
No account of Christian Almer's career can be complete without a
reference to that facsimile of his second book made by C. D.
Cunningham and Captain W. de W. Abney, which led up to one of
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the liveliest exchanges ever ventilated in the ALPINE JOURNAL. It is
also worth recalling because there was an element of the ridiculous
in it, and we have not so much to smile over in these days.
Captain Abney had made a success, and deservedly so, of his photographs for Pioneers of the Alps. No one knows who first thought of
reproducing Almer's Fiihrerbuch. The first sign of the rising storm
was a letter in the ALPINE JouRNAL from the Rev. W. A. B. Coolidge,
somewhat huffy over some minor errors in the introduction to the
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facsimile, which had to do with his travels with Almer, so minor that
I do not think anybody would bother about them these days. Further,
some remarks had been made about the dog T schingel, which he did
not consider sufficiently accurate, and the clirnax was that he ' had
n either been asked, nor had given permission ' t o reproduce his entries
in the original book. That was a pity, because there seems to have
been no reason why he sh ould not have given it, and nobody else
atnong Almer's clientele raised any objections. In the same letter he
continued : ' I am also requested by Almer to make public the following
facts, which he has communicated to me for that purpose, and the
chief of which h e has also embodied in a s\;vorn affidavit. H e desires
it to be known to his friends and the British public that his Fuhrerbuch
was borrowed indirectly, that the book was sent t o England without
his knowledge and consent and that he has in vain applied for its return,
and has up to the present moment been unable to recover it. He
states in the most emphatic manner that he has not in anyway authorized
the rep roduction of his book, and he alleges that its unauthorized
publication has robbed him of a valuable property.'
Next came a review of the facsimile in the ALPINE JouRNAL, which
was really a gem, but added fuel to the already brightly burning flames.
After having discussed copyright law and laying it down that the book
was really covered by it, it goes on: ' It seems t o us in accordance
with commonsense and good manners that V\rritings should not be used
without their authors' assent. . . . Few even of the most pedantic
critics will think the worse of Mr. W. E. D avidson for putting his name
under Jungfrau without a "g," or of Mr. Coolidge and two other
climbers for leaving out the first " c" in S( c)hreckhorn. It is true
that an unhappy Alpine spob , to whom even Almer's Fuhrerbuch is not
sacred, has defaced one of its pages by the superfluous gloss ''the usual
spelling amongst Germans is Schreckhorn." '
After that, as I have once heard an old English countryman say,
there was blood for supper. Christian Almer, poor bevvildered old
man, writes a letter about his London lawyers (how he got one I cannot
say) . Cunningham sprang into print too and made a very pertinent
remark, that if Almer had any complaint to make he might have made it
to him or Captain Abney ; that he did not think the ALPINE JOURNAL
the right place for the discussion of the personal and private affairs
either of guides or of members of the Alpine Club. Then Cunningham's
solicitors took up the bowling, and last, but not least, Davidson writes
that he has never written ' Jungfrau ' \iVith a ' g ' or without a 'g ' or
in any other way from one end of the Fiihrerbuch to the other. But,
as he was very promptly reminded, he had put his name under that
spelling. (See A.J. 18. 43- 45, 62-64, 138- 142.)
After the sound and fury it all died down as such storms in teacups
generally do. I must say that I have never looked on any entry that
I have ever made in a guide's book either as literature or copyright,
and the fuss about a missing ' c ' or ' g ' seems unnecessary, specially
as some other climber has entered the one m ountain as 'Jug Frau,'
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but nobody bothered about that, not even the Alpine snob. At any
rate, the facsimile, which is accurate in every respect except that it is

-.

-

slightly cut at the extreme edges and all the pages are numbered, which
is contrary to the original, where the numbering ceases at p. 222 has
become historical and very useful, since it is not often that one can
have access to the original.

••

••

THE ALMERS AND THEIR FUHRERBUCHER

Old Christian Almer was written and spoken of by those who had
climbed with him with much warmth. He seemed always
to
be
cheerful, kind and genial under the worst conditions. He was friendly
and courteous, determined yet cautious, and he was a superb ice man,
like lVIelchior Anderegg, and later Christian Jossi. Think of the
mountains when he and that small band of colleagues began to climb.
They were little known, in some districts unexplored. It was indeed
the golden age of mountaineering. An enterprising guide such as
Almer could take his Herr up a first ascent or a new way any time they
felt like it, and he and his Herren felt like it very often. One may
have reached degrees of difficulty since then in rock-work which he
never did and never could have done, but when at last he went to his
long rest there was no man who had taken a greater share in making
the .Lt\.lps known and loved.
He died on May 17, 1898, and lies in the Grindelwald churchyard .
•

ULRICH ALMER,

b. 1849·

Ulrich has now reached the patriarchal age of 90 and for the last
fifteen years has been totally blind. A dwindling little body of the old
school of mountaineers will remember the great little man, his stocky
figure of five-foot-two (same height as his father) coming up the village
street of Grindelwald, with his ambling gait, his straggling beard, with
the hooked Almer nose and the far-seeing eyes of his earlier days.
' Unsurpassed and unsurpassable,' Coolidge called his father, and
the same may well be said of his eldest son Ulrich. There can only
be few of us left whose privilege it has been to have seen him at work
on a difficult ascent, or, even more important, on a descent.
Before me is his Fuhrerbuch, dating from 1870 to 1917, with a list
of expeditions which it would be hard to beat. It is slightly defaced
by a somewhat over-zealous commentator who has tried to explain in
pencil a good many names. Thus, Grey de Wilton becomes ' Lord
Grey de Wilson, Pair du Royaume,' and others are more or less wrong.
From the early calligraphic entries of Coolidge, with several ' Shreckborns' without a ' c,' and Sir Edward Davidson's long list of ascents,
from Ushba to his last' gliicklichen Abstieg vom Wetterhorn' in 1917,
his life's work unfolds before the reader.
I will give a short and much abbreviated list of his climbs and of his
patrons. In r871 Coolidge reached ' a point of the Meije (first ascent)
slightly lower than the highest pinnacle,' and also made the first ascent
of the Ailefroide. J. Hawthorn Kitson, Talfourd Ely, W. W. Simpson,
Sir Seymour Hoare, Professor Clifford Allbutt, \V. H. Griffith, the
Rev. F. T. Wethered, Henry W. Majendie, C. D. Cunningham, C. E.
Mathews, Gilfrid Hartley, G. Yeld, Stafford Anderson (who says in
r 882 ' I consider him to be one of the guides of Switzerland,' and who
made the first ascent of Gross Schreckhorn by the N.W. arete or Andersongrat, together with G. P. Baker in 1883), J. T. Wills, T. P. H. Jose,
A. Fairbanks, H. Woolley all these are among his early employers.
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Majendie describes the famous breaking-away of the cornice on
Obergabelhorn in 188o, saying: ' There can be no doubt 'vhatever
that it is ovving solely to Ulrich Almer's strength, presence of mind and
lightning-like rapidity of action that this accident did not terminate
with the same fatal results as the Lyskamm catastrophe.'
Some other well-known names in the book are: J. A. Garth Marshall,
Frank E. and Victor Marshall the first-named a victim of the Brouillard Glacier accident in 1874, mentioned later by Dr. Jenny. His
brother Victor Marshall writes in the book : ' the misfortune 'vas
simply misfortune, and not the result of any want of precaution ' quoting Leslie Stephen.
In March 1887 he made the historical first winter ascent of Finsteraarhorn from the Schwarzegg with Emil Boss, and in the same year
crossed the Matterhorn from Breuil to Zermatt ' without the help of
the rope ladder on the I tali an side, not yet replaced ' with George H.
Morse, and in January 1888 accompanied Mrs. Jackson up Gross
Lauteraarhorn, Pfaffenstockli, Gross Viescherhorn and on the J ungfrau
traverse on January 16 from the Bergli to the Wengernalp. It is to be
noted that the commentator is entirely baffled by Mrs. Jackson's
cuneiform writing, as he is by an entry in Russian by Mr. Siburg,
who was' very pleased with a walk on the Eismeer and the glacier.'
There comes the expedition to the Caucasus in the same year with
J. G. Cockin, H. W. Holder and Hermann Woolley (Koshtantau,
Shkara and N. peak of Ushba), followed by a winter ascent of Gross
Schreckhorn on January 2, 188g, by Theodore Cornish and C. E.
Lefroy, repeated a few days later by Frank Littledale.
In 189o another Caucasus expedition with Cockin and Holder took
place, when they climbed Boordooil and Skattikom-choch, and
Isforga.
The first entry of the Hon. Gerald FitzGerald and Sir Edward
Davidson is in 1891. ' Ulrich has certainly no superior and few equals,'
writes Sir Edward, and Mrs. Main says : ' We congratulated ourselves
on having such a first-rate man ' on her J ungfrau traverse in October
1891.
In 1892 we find the first entry of Andreas Fischer, who, on Gross
Schreckhorn, describes him as ' flink und sicher und immer frohlich.'
Claude Wilson took him to Dauphine in the same year (Aiguilles
d'Arves, La Meije, and many others), and J. Edgar and 0. J. Koecher's
names are frequently found in the book.
.
As Professor F. W. Oliver's companion, James Outram describes
in his marvellous handwriting various winter climbs in the Oberland,
followed by C. S. Asherson in the Zermatt, Courmayeur and Chamonix
districts. Owen Glynne Jones and the intrepid Frederick Gardiner
made·various winter ascents with him, whilst W. A. Wills and E. H. F.
Bradby were among his clients. More names which baffled our
friendly commentator are Godfrey W. H. Ellis, vvho undertook the
sensational descent of the Wellenkuppe to Zinal. J. Morton Clayton
and J. Kenyon Parker are easy to read.
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After this list, of necessity incomplete, we come to the fatal year of
I 9 I 2 and the Aletschhorn accident, which cost the life of his friend
Dr. Andreas Fischer. I will let one of the survivors, Dr. Ernst
Jenny, describe it in his own words (translated):
After referring to their crossing of the Lauitor and the Trugberg,
Dr. Jenny continues : ' On July 20 we left the Concordia in fine weather
and climbed to the Aletschjoch at a good pace. Here thick n1ist began
to form. As, however, the wind blew v.re continued to ascend and
reached the top of the Aletschhorn towards noon. It began to snow.
A return by the same route seemed inadvisable, and vve tried to descend
towards the Ober Aletsch hut. But the wind turned into a hurricane,
and the snow and ice conditions became so precarious that we gave
up this descent after a long struggle and returned to the summit. A
second attempt failed again, and we reached the summit for the third
time with much labour. All orientation now became impossible. After
a long search we reached at last, towards a stormy dusk, the Aletschjoch,
a little below and south of it. In an attempt to descend to the right
of the two rock patches to the Mittel Aletsch Glacier we failed in the
darkness and the snowstorm. We were thus obliged to dig a shoulderhigh hole in the snow and to spend a terrible night in it. Towards
morning, nearly dead from cold and exhaustion, we continued to
battle for our lives. In the storm and mist we were forced towards
the ice slopes of the Great Aletschfirn, but saw our mistake and
returned to the ridge. In a hurricane we now descended, slightly
towards the left, again towards the Mittel Aletsch Glacier. We were
to the right of the two invisible rock-patches. Almer marched bravely
ahead. Fischer felt poorly, but in our parlous condition a change
seemed too risky. Fischer stumbled, but we proceeded. Then a
shout, a terrible jerk, I could not hold any longer as I had no footing,
and all three of us fell down a steep, hard ice slope, first in a greater
fall, then hitting the slope, and finally in a second shorter fall over a
crevasse down into a little hole. My brain was so concussed that I
did not grasp what had happened for a long time. Automatically I
. helped Almer to pull our dying friend (his neck was broken and he
bled from nose and mouth) out of a small ice cavern where he lay.
Then Almer pulled him about fifty metres down into a more sheltered
position and put him carefully half sitting in the snow. We remained
some considerable time with the dying man. When he had breathed
his last we left the sad place to fetch help from the Eggishorn. But
my injuries (the sternum and two ribs were broken) hurt me so much
that I could not proceed at any pace. Shortly before the junction of
the Mittel Aletsch or Ahnen Glacier with the Aletsch Glacier I asked
Almer to go ahead and send help. He went on, but strayed towards
Belalp, and returned after several hours much worried. As I had
been able to follow his track for a good bit of the way we agreed to go
to the Riederalp as the nearest human habitation. It did not seem
wise to walk on the badly crevassed glacier, with night falling, and
we went to the moraine on the left side. Almer's sight began to fail,
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and I too did not feel any better. As my strength began to give way
and the pain got worse I made a desperate last effort and went ahead
to find the little path on the so-called Silbersand. I found it towards
9 P.M. and called to Almer, whose ice-axe and nailed boots were
plainly audible, to follow me. As I heard his voice I thought he was
following. With failing strength I went up through the wood, but
lost the path t\vice in the darkness. Tovvards I I P.M. I arrived at the
Hotel Riederfurka, nearly dead with fatigue and my head in a turmoil.
Here I gave an account of the facts and said that Almer was following.
I needed medical help, and therefore took a man with a lantern to the
Hotel Riederalp, where Dr. Liidin from Bale gave me every assistance.
The search party now started at midnight under Herr Cathrein from
the Hotel Eggishorn, and I gave from my bed the necessary details to
the guide Bittel. As Almer had not yet turned up I began to worry,
and very early in the morning men went out to look for him. They
failed to find him, because after a long night on the moraine he had
made another attempt to follow a track which he believed to be mine,
and which he followed across the glacier to Belalp. His heart must
have been heavy, for he had also been a witness of the death of Fischer's
father on the Brouillard Glacier [in I874].
' Not the slightest blame can be attached to him. An old warrior
who has performed such great deeds in the mountains does doubtless
what he can in such a situation, and this he has done. The elemental
powers are greater than man. May Ulrich Almer finish the evening
of his life as his great father has done.' 4
DR. ERNST JENNY.

S.A.C. Zofingen.'
CHRISTIAN ALMER

II, b. I859·

Although this book opens and ends with an entry by Coolidge, it is
clear that Christian Almer jun. had been acting as porter to his father
and Coolidge for two or three years already. He was therefore one
of the party on the occasion of the unsuccessful attempt on La Meije
direct from the Breche de la Meije in I877· They climbed some
400 ft. above the Breche and got into a place where it seemed for a
time as if they could neither get up or down, but after a good deal of
time and trouble old Christian got the party back in safety.
Young Christian may have worked as porter for other people, but
from I 879 he spent nearly all his time with Coolidge ; in fact, in I 883
we find an entry by Coolidge in his book to the effect that ' were it not
that I generally travel in unfrequented parts of the Alps, he would
doubtless be better known than he is.'
After Christian I's trouble with his frost-bitten feet in the winter of
I885, Christian II continued as Coolidge's leading guide, generally
with one or other of his younger brothers ; in all he must have travelled
with him for twenty-two or twenty-three years and covered an
4

See also Hochgebirgswanderungen, vol. 2, pp. 298- 3 I
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enormous amount of ground in all parts of the French, Swiss, Italian
and Austrian Alps.
His other regular patron was the late Frederick Gardiner, who made
his first entry in the book in the summer of r885 when he joined the
Coolidge party in ·the Maurienne and Tarentaise districts. Later
Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner climbed with Christian and his brother
Rudolf, and on one famous occasion they took Mrs. Gardiner over
the Strahlegg on a Horischlitten (February r8g6}.
In later years he devoted himself to looking after his land, and was
often to be met on the Baregg path, where he had a piece of land and
a hut beneath the N. wall of the Mettenberg; here he made hay,
kept cattle, and was always ready for a chat with acquaintances whom
he espied on the path. I have known him for about forty years, and
I only wish I could recount all his tales about his expeditions, of which
he could, on looking back, always see the humorous side though he
may not have done so at the time. But it \Vould not do, nor is there
room for them.
No"v, at the age of eighty, he suffers much from rheumatism and
does not get about much, if at all. So I fear I shall never have a good
laugh with him on the Baregg path again.
HANS ALMER,

b. r86r.

Hans differs from his brother Christian inasmuch as he travelled
about with a great variety of people, and did not limit himself to the
English -speaking races.
His book opens in r884 with an entry by one I{atzer of Vienna, a
Liechtenstein official, with whom his father and he traversed Jungfrau
from the Guggi hut. Katzer became ill and decided to bivouac at
some unspecified rocks (probably the Silberli.icke). The next day
they finished the ascent and descended to Concordia and Eggishorn.
For some time he continued to second his father with Swiss, English,
French, German and occasionally with Russian clients. In r887 he
was second guide to George H. Morse, with his brother Ulrich, in the
Chamonix and Zermatt districts, finishing by a return to the Oberland
and a traverse of Finsteraarhorn by ' the S. ridge ' (probably the S.E.
ridge) from the Concordia to Grindelwald. Morse continued as a
regular client, and they did many striking climbs together. Stafford
Anderson and F. A. Bowlby climbed with him at Chamonix in r888.
Theodore Cornish made ascents of Gross Schreckhorn and W etterhorn
early in January r 88g and later travelled with him in summer several
times, and on January 22, r88g, Frank Littledale did Monch from the
Bergli hut.
Next one finds entries by J. G. Cockin, Edward Broome, J. H.
Gibson, and a long list of ascents with Sydney Spencer (Chamonix,
Cogne and Valais in r8g5, again in '96 and '97, mostly in Dauphine).
In r8g8 he goes to the Dolomites with J. Hollins and to Chamonix
with Spencer, in r8gg with Gibson to Chamonix and to Saas with
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Spencer and J. P. Somers. In I9oo he was with Joseph Gibson and
M. and Mme. Maquet, in I90I again with Spencer and Somers, and
in I9o2 in the Arolla district with Spencer and F. aC. Bergne. Godfrey
Ellis climbed with him several times, so did Claude Macdonald,
Andreas Fischer (when they tried the E. ridge of Jungfrau from the
Schneehorn and eventually made a pass of it to the Jungfraufirn),
Captain Farrar, Sydney Gask, and Michel Terestchenko. He also
did Monte Rosa from Macugnaga in August I9II, 'tiber das Couloir
Marinelli,' with Dr. Rudolf Becker of Vienna.
Spencer's last entry in his book is in I904 (Tyrol). The last entry
of all is by a Swiss lady, Lidy Weber from Rorschach, in September
I925. All the Almers have winter climbing to their credit, and Hans
seems to have done a great deal in winter. 5
RuDOLF ALMER,

b. I864.

The first entry in his book is by Coolidge in I 888, the last in I 920
by Claude Macdonald. Like Christian Almer, Rudolf also started
his career with Coolidge and continued it with him and Gardiner, but
his book contains many other interesting names. One finds him
trave.lling with J. H. Gibson, A. D. Godley, Claude Macdonald
(N. ridge of Klein Schreckhorn), W. E. Davidson (once), J. A. Luttman
Johnson and Henry Bowyear in all parts of the Alps.
His best quality work was done with Claude Macdonald : first
ascent of Simmelistock (without the use of ironmongery), and the above
first ascent of Kl. Schreckhorn, traverse of Finsteraarhorn from
Oberaarjoch hut by S.E. ridge, descent by N.W. ridge to Schwarzegg
hut, claimed to be the first traverse in that direction since the Meyer
days. But for quantity Frederick Gardiner stands as first of his patrons.
They were indefatigable and ranged from Dauphine to Tyrol but
with many repetitions and recording every point and pass traversed
to reach the peak. In I 909 one finds Gardiner registering his I oooth
ascent. They also climbed small things in winter, and in I9o6 one
finds both of them taking to ski at Arosa and Davos. Rudolf seems
to have been very greatly liked by all his patrons and to have devoted
himself wholeheartedly to the comfort and wishes of them. This
grand-looking old gentleman seems in his old age (seventy-five) to be
the most like old Christian of all his sons.
PETER ALMER,

b.

I

869.

His book begins with an entry from T. H. Philpott, with whom he
had travelled as porter in I889 on Wetterhorn, Ochsenhorn, Eigerjoch.
This was copied in I 890 by Philpott ' from a certificate I gave him
5

Hans was one of the very finest cragsmen of all times. It is unlikely that
his leads on the Plaques Morse of Aiguille de Grepon or the Cheminee Fontaine
of the Dent du Requin have yet been repeated. Cf. A.J. 39· 253 ; xo6-7.EDITOR.
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last year.' He also worked with Henry Bowyear, Coolidge, Bartleet,
Godley, Hollins, Luttman Johnson, Gardiner and Claude Macdonald.
He seconded his brother Rudolf on Macdonald's very interesting
first ascent of Simmelistock and on the tricky N. ridge of Klein
Schreckhorn.
One finds in his book, as in Rudolf's too, a reference to the Mittellegi, that meaning, however, nothing more than making the pass
between Alpiglen and the Kallifirn. He also went out with C. S.
Ascherson, in 1899 with the Rev. H. J. Heard, \Vith whom he made what
Heard believed to be a first ascent of one of the points on the Eigerhornli ridge, but it is not sure that this is not the point ascended by
Sir Seymour King in I 887 (there being no trace of any previous ascent
on any of the other four points when the writer, with Lenihans of
Stechelberg, climbed them in I903).
He was also with J. P. Farrar in 19Io when they traversed the
Wetterhorn from the Hi.ihnergutz to the Gleckstein.
After the European war ended he received his first-class certificate,
and was about a good deal with Swiss, Dutch and German climbers.
In 1921 he did a long season with J. P. Farrar, Dr. W. A. Wills and his
daughter Frances and E. I-I. F. Bradby. In I922 he was with Dr.
Finzi and M. E. S. Rudolf, in I923 with Farrar and Miss Frances
Wills, when they did the first ascent of Ebnefluh by the N. ridge,
combined with a traverse of Gletscherhorn.
The last entry in the book is in I 927, by a Swiss lady and gentleman
who went up the W etterhorn.
J. P. Farrar used to say that Peter Almer was a source of much
interesting information concerning Grindelwald of the old time. He
remembered the days in his father's house when the men and the boys
used to shear the sheep and his mother and three sisters used to cleanse,
card and spin the wool for making their homespun clothes. He used
to help to hang up sheep and pigs in the chimney, so that they always
had a bit of smoked meat on hand for special occasions. It was a happy,
simple life in mountain villages then. The Almers have seen great
changes since. They have seen Grindelwald rise to a favourite centre,
they have seen it half ruined by one war and not only Grindelwald,
but many other mountain centres too. And who can tell at this moment
what they may see in the days to come ?

